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President’s Corner 
- Don Wagoner

November 16 Meeting Program

                      New Members
Beth Wright, Berry, Ky.

HCHS Membership - Send $10 (digital newsletter) or 
$12 (mailed newsletter) to HCHS, PO 411, Cynthiana, 
KY 41031, enclose name, address, phone, email.

As we end another year celebrating the history of Harrison County 
through our historical society, I would like to compliment the im-
portant work of the officers, Julie W. Muth, vice president, JaneAnn 
Penn, secretary and Virgie Wells treasurer, and our historian, Denny 
Lipscombe. 
     The purpose of our newsletter is to inform membership of upcom-
ing meetings and events, and more importantly, include articles 
documenting the history of Harrison County. Thanks to Bill Penn, 
editor of the Harrison Heritage News, for his article on the Frazer 
Homestead archaeolgy study, and for assembling the newsleter each 
month, and to Brian Harney for printing and mailing hard cop-
ies and for setting up the online newsletter option. Thanks to the 
Museum staff for their column, written variously by Kenny Simpson, 
Karen Bear, or Mary Grable. Philip Naff has documented Harrison 
County’s role in WWI through a series of articles during this 100th 
anniversary of the Great War. I have contributed several articles I 
hope you have found interesting. This year, also, we began two series 
- aerial photos of county villages with commentary and regional 
libraries with Kentucky history collections.
     The monthly meetings have had many interesting speakers this 
year, including a representative of the Aviation Museum of Ken-
tucky, the author of a historical fiction book on Cane Ridge Meeting 
house, Eastside history students program, memoirs of former mayor 
Virgie Wells, , a program on the Cynthiana Battlefields Foundation, 
former editor of Kentucky Ancestors, the author of a new Morgan’s 
Raid book, Chris Downing spoke on WWI, and ending with Bobby 
Lakes and his popular Antiques Road Show.
    Best wishes to you and your families for a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year, and I hope you have happy times with family over 
holiday this year and many, many more.

Books on Harrison County history make great Christmas presents 
from the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum. 

https://www.harricynmuseum.org/books-for-sale

This new DVD is available from 
Denny Lipscombe ($10) and contains 
some 1,500 photos of 100 historic 
homes and 1,700 photos of 31 historic 
cemeteries he took in recent years. 
It can only be viewed on a Windows 
based computer. Contact Denny at 
303 S. Elmarch, Cyn., KY 41031 or 
denny1986@yahoo.com.

Also: 
Cynthiana Since 1790 w/index
by Virgil Peddicord

Chronicles of Cynthiana
by Lucinda Boyd

This Old House with Index
by Katherine Wilson

Cromwell’s Comments
by John M. Cromwell

Bobby Lakes presented the ever-popular antiques road 
show, with a number of members bringing items for 
his inspection and price estimates. Thanks, Bobby for 
doing this again for us.
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Kenny Simpson, Curator

Mailing address:
Cyn-HCo Museum
PO 557
Cynthiana, Ky. 41031

WHAT’S FOR DINNER?
By: Mary Grable

Wondering what to fix for this year’s Thanksgiving (or Christmas) dinner?  well, wonder no longer for ideas!!!  Come 
by the Museum and browse through this month’s featured exhibit of cookbooks.
     If you are interested in putting on a meal with an historical flavor you might want to consult our copies of The 
Martha Washington Cook Book or Thomas Jefferson’s Cook BookThomas Jefferson’s Cook BookT  by Marie Kimball.  Both introductions give a detailed homas Jefferson’s Cook Book by Marie Kimball.  Both introductions give a detailed homas Jefferson’s Cook Book
view into the everyday lives and appetites of people in the early American period.  Thinking about serving something 
other than the traditional ham or turkey? Why not try serving a delicious “Pigeons with Pudding” or “Sparrow Stew” 
dish.  Martha apparently did. Thomas Jefferson liked dining on mutton and duck occasionally. But he was really big on 
vegetables that he grew himself. Recipes often called for ingredients such as: carrots, turnips, parsnips, beets, arti-
chokes, potatoes, leeks, celery, onions and varieties of cabbage.  
      As our country expanded, so did cooking techniques and recipe variations.  Our White House Cookbook by Hugo White House Cookbook by Hugo White House Cookbook
Ziemann gives an account of American cooking over the first 100 years. Although updated for modern interpretation, 
it gives an insight into 1894 table etiquette as well. Another interesting cookbook on display is the Follow the Drinking 
Gourd Cookbook compiled by Alice and Florence Dunlap and Jerry Gore.  It features many recipes that constitute the Gourd Cookbook compiled by Alice and Florence Dunlap and Jerry Gore.  It features many recipes that constitute the Gourd Cookbook
foundation of many recipes that we consider “Southern” today.
     We don’t have to leave Harrison County to find great recipe ideas however. We have a copy of Practical Housekeep-
ing, published in 1884. It was sold at the estate sale of “The Oaks” and was from a collection in the Duffy household. 
In addition to great recipes it gives hints as to cleaning and laundry problems as well as medicinal remedies.    Another 
book on display that has a history to an old Harrison County landmark is the Poplar Hall Recipes by Margaret Howk. 
Our revised copy of 1982 gives credit to its publication as being done so at the request of family and friends.   Many of 
these recipes lend themselves to entertaining guests. Ever wonder how to cook an Old Kentucky Ham?  Ms. Howk tells 
you how, as well as how to bake a crustless “fudge pie”!!
     At some time, cookbooks became great advertisements. We have The Best Yet Cookbook published in 1907 and The Best Yet Cookbook published in 1907 and The Best Yet Cookbook
distributed by The Cynthiana Bank.  Also on display is a copy of a Pork Sausage Cook Book published Webber Sausage Pork Sausage Cook Book published Webber Sausage Pork Sausage Cook Book
Farms. These really do contain some “best yet” ideas.
     With the rise of Homemaker activity in the county, sharing of recipes soon followed. A revised 1949 edition of the 
Harrison County Homemakers’ Cook Book was published in 1998.  Reference is given to the different county home-arrison County Homemakers’ Cook Book was published in 1998.  Reference is given to the different county home-arrison County Homemakers’ Cook Book
maker clubs who contributed to the publication and to the women submitting  recipes.  It is a very interesting look into 
Harrison County life through this cook book and get insights onto the interests of the ladies of that time period.
     And what would Harrison County be without its traditions of CHURCH COOKBOOKS? A copy of a 1931 Bride’s 
Cookbook is on display. It was presented to brides by the “Pastor’s Aid Society of Christian Church”. To whom this Cookbook is on display. It was presented to brides by the “Pastor’s Aid Society of Christian Church”. To whom this Cookbook
book belonged is unknown, however, apparently several businesses in the city sponsored its publication.  
     Members of the Women’s Missionary Society of M.E. Church South in Cynthiana, Ky. were very serious about good 
eating.  We have copies of their cookbooks, Sweets and Meats and Other Good Things Everybody Eats, published in 
1925 and 1930.  Names of contributors to the cookbooks are included as well as business sponsor ads. 
     The Museum has a few of the more modern church cookbooks for one to look over, but we would love to have more.  
This is formal request of anyone having a church cookbook, please consider donating a copy to the Museum.  Next year 
we could expand our exhibit!!

https://www.harricynmuseum.org/
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Note: Following is from a series featuring regional libraries and their genealogy and local history collections. The information 
below was from the library’s web site https://www.sar.org.

Sons of the American Revolution Library, LouisvilleSons of the American Revolution Library, LouisvilleSons of the American Revolution Library , Ky.

SAR Headquarters - Louisville, Kentucky 
Located along Main Street’s Museum Row in downtown Louisville, the Sons of the American Revolution is the leading male lin-
eage society that perpetuates the ideals of the war for independence. As a patriotic, historical, and educational non-profit corpora-
tion, it seeks to maintain and expand the meaning of patriotism, respect for our national symbols, the value of American citizen-
ship, and the unifying force of “e pluribus unum” that was created from the people of many nations. Located on the north side 
of the mezzanine in the Library is the Mary & James S. Craik Special Collections Room which features museum quality pieces 
relating to the early history of the Unites States and the American Revolution. 
   The primary focal point of the collections is the Revolutionary War era but the collection includes other materials of a genea-
logical nature. To date the library collection has grown to over 55,000 items and includes family histories, local, county and state 
records and genealogy materials, and access to the online databases of Ancestry, Heritage Quest, Fold3, and the New England 
Historical and Genealogical Society. The online catalog allows you to see what is available. The SAR Library is a non-circulating, 
reference facility only. The SAR Library does not sell any of the books listed in its catalog, nor does it loan them out.

Contact
SAR Genealogical Research Library
809 West Main Street
Louisville, Kentucky 40202
Phone: (502) 589-1776

Hours
Monday through Friday: 9:30 AM - 4:30 PM
3rd Saturday of each month: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Admission
Admission is $5 per day for non-SAR members. Free 
for SAR, spouses of SAR, DAR, C.A.R., and SR mem-
bers and Friends of the SAR Library

Links to Other Historical and Genealogical Libraries and Online Resources
Geneaological Research Library Online: http://sarl.tlcdelivers.com:8080/#section=home
Library of Congress
The Filson Historical Society: Catalog, Finding Aids & Research Tools
Cyndi’s List of Genealogy Sites
Suggested Websites for Research and E-Books
Genealogical Research Resources
National Archives: Resources for Genealogists
Researching Your Patriot Ancestor
SAR Patriot & Grave Index
Family Search
More Electronic Books and Resources 
Online Library of Liberty: The American Revolution and Constitution
The U.S. Army Center of Military History: Revolutionary War Resources
Online Revolutionary War Indexes and Records
Online Library of the American Revolution
My Heritage: Compilation of Published Sources
Ancestry Path: Digitized SAR Materials from 1889-1930
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HARRISON COUNTY COMMUNITY AERIAL PHOTOS/MAPS SERIES
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Poindexter, Ky. HistoryPoindexter, Ky. HistoryPoindexter :  “The site of the future 
Poindexter station and post office on the west side 
of South Licking, [four miles north of Cynthi-
ana], had been settled by 1810 when Philip Keath 
is known to have run a saw mill there. Sometime 
before 1832, Virginia-born James Poindexter took 
over the mill, opened a store and distillery, and soon 
founded the small community that took his name. 
The Kentucky Central Railroad established Poin-
dexter Station in the mid-1870s. On May 8, 1876, 
Harry Martin, the local express agent and store-
keeper, started the local post office as Poindexter. 
The post office closed in 1932.” (Robert M. Rennick, 
Kentucky’s Bluegrass: A Survey of the Post Offices, Vol. 2 1994, 
p. 67)

Google Earth
CSX Railroad

Union Baptist Church 1/2 mile
(Old Union Cemetery nearby 
on Robinson - Union Road.)

Lebus Road

Poindexter Rd. 1/2 
mile to junction of 
Robinson - Union 
Road and Poindexter 
Road to US 27.

Poindexter Road

Poindexter Mill, ca. 1900. 
Courtesy of Pictorial History of 
Harrison County
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HARRISON COUNTY COMMUNITY AERIAL PHOTOS/MAPS SERIES

LEESLICK, KY.
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Leeslick, Ky. History:  Leeslick is on Mill Creek, 
midway between Leesburg and Connersville, and 
9 miles southwes of Cynthiana. In 1835 John Scott 
opened a store. A white sulpher spring was called 
Lee’s Lick before 1800, traditionally for a pioneer 
settler named Lee who was killed by an Indian in 
that vicinity. The Leeslick post office was estab-
lished in 1888 and closed in 1901.(Robert M. Rennick, 
Kentucky’s Bluegrass: A Survey of the Post Offices, Vol. 2 1994, 
p. 71)

Leesburg-Leeslick Pike 
Hwy 1842

Leeslick Substation 
- Bluegrass Energy

Map by Bill Penn

To Connersville

Sulpher 
Spring

Grays Run  

Denny Lipscombe

Courtesy of Cynthiana Democrat

Leeslick
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The Glint of Flint
         By President Donald Wagoner

Today, there are markedly fewer tobacco fields than there were a decade or two ago.  It caused me to reminiscence to 
when I was eight years old in 1950 and experienced my first hunt for Native American arrowheads and spearheads in a 
newly plowed and disked tobacco field.
     The window of opportunity to do this was narrow, after the soil was disked in only a week or two, the tobacco setter 
would plant the tobacco plans and the farmers did not want us to tramping down their money crop.  There was always the 
threat of a rainy day that would make this field too wet to enter for 2 to 3 days.
We stood at one end of the field, while stretching out our arms at shoulder height until our finger tips touched the finger-
tips of the boy on either side of us.  The area between your fingertips was the boundaries of your imaginary row you could 
search, while keeping a distant object in sight to walk towards, thus keeping the row relatively straight.  This procedure 
was repeated with each sweep of the field.
     We started the hunt with eyes straining in search of the treasures, shortly; one of the fellows would shout “I got one.”  
This quickened the heart with increased anticipation of discovery.  Suddenly, from the corner of my eye, I caught the glint 
of flint.  It was about a quarter of an inch in size with most of it under the soil.  Removing it revealed a perfect 4 inch 
spearhead, except for a small piece of the tip was broken off.  It was a mixture of brown and white flint.  What excitement 
to have found my first Native American artifact.  While standing there rubbing the soil from it, I wondered who made it, 
what tribe, how long to make it, and how old was it knowing it could be several hundred to several thousand years old.  
Talk about a connection to history!
     I soon learned that not every flint was as good as what I had just found.  Oftentimes, the find would be small broken 
pieces of flint or a find broken in half.  I placed the perfect and near perfect finds in my right front blue jeans pocket and 
the bits of broken flint and broken findings in my left front pocket.  It just seemed the right thing to do.
     The flint color was usually brown, black, grey or white, and a combination of those colors.  To find one in red, purple, 
or light bluish was a real treasure.  At the end of the hunt, we would sit in a circle at the edge of the field displaying our 
perfect and near perfect finds.  Then the trading would begin.  For example, two arrowheads might be offered for a spear-
head or flint knife.
     Back at home, I washed my perfect and near perfect artifacts, then they were placed in a cigar box, laying layers of 
Kleenex to protect them.  The broken flint and broken artifact halves went into an old coffee can. As the years passed by, 
the old coffee can with its broken flint disappeared, while the cigar box treasures were mounted in shadow boxes.
     The “hunt” never ceased to be a great time, to find Native American artifacts in my home county of Harrison County, 
Kentucky with my great buddies, and to hold a real piece of history thousands of years old was absolutely thrilling.  The 
best in life are free.

A sampling of Don Wagoner’s collection.
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Photo, 1982
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HARRISON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Meeting time and place: (Apr. - Nov.) Bluegrass Hospice Hospice Care Navigators on Oddville Avenue, 
1317 US HWY 62E. Meeting room is 1st floor rear entrance. 7 p.m. NO MEETINGS JAN/FEB/DEC 

WEEK NO.


