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ASHFORD ACRES

FORMER HISTORIC “OWEN HOUSE” ON 
MILLERSBURG PIKE RENOVATED AS BED & BREAKFAST

(Article on page 5)
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Rickey Ray Ewalt, Cynthiana

Peggy Dunn, Paris
Steven Fowler, Cynthiana

Harry Laytart, Paris
Linda D. Faulkner, Ft. Worth, TX

Allen King, Berry
Mary McCauley, Cynthiana
Helen Whitaker, Cynthiana

Upcoming Meetings and Events
Meeting time and place: Hospice of the Blue Grass on Oddville 
Avenue, 1317 US HWY 62E. Meeting room is 1st floor rear 
entrance. 

No meetings December, January or February
March 23 - to be announced
April 27 - Eddie Price “What I Saw at Cane Ridge”
April 29 - Historical Society trip to Cane Ridge Mtg. 
House - sign up sheet will be in a later newsletter
May 25 - Eastside Elementary student program
June 22 - Virgie Wells - Program on her experiences 
as mayor of Cynthiana from 1999-2006.
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President’s Corner 
- Don Wagoner

To begin 2017, the Harrison County Histori-
cal Society expanded its Community Connec-
tion Outreach Program by providing comple-
mentary editions of our Harrison County, 
Kentucky, History and Families book to the 

Eastside, Northside, Westside, and Southside Harrison County El-
ementary Schools, as well as the Harrison County Middle School 
and the Harrison County High School.
     I am requesting each of you to recruit one new member in 
2017, which will provide us with resources to be more capable 
of conducting greater programs and projects in the future. Just 
use the membership form that appears monthly in your Harrison 
Heritage News.
     We have scheduled speakers for our first monthly meeting in 
March 2017 through July 2017. We need to schedule speakers 
for our August 2017 through October 2017 monthly meetings. If 
you have attended any organization’s meeting where a speaker 
presented an informative program involving Kentucky history, we 
would like to know about it. Just call me at (859) 234-5598 with 
the necessary information to contact the speaker and the topic 
of the program or send a note to the Harrison County Historical 
Society, PO Box 411, Cynthiana, KY 41031-0411.

Notice to Members Not Receiving
 Email Newsletter Delivery

Brian Harney

One problem that I discovered, at least I think it might 
be a problem, the email is sent via my web server, how-
ever, the sender’s address is hchsky1@gmail.com 
so some spam filters will mark an email as spam if the 
sender and the sender’s host do not match, which is 
logical. I will add a comment on the download/view 
page asking members to check their spam folder. 

(You can contact Brian with any problems receiving 
your email copies of the newsletter at the email address 
top of this page.) Early resident of Harrison County, Kentucky 1810; 

Source: Newspapers.com; Newspaper: The Fort Wayne News 
Date: 20 Nov 1896

Another Lincoln Connection to Harrison County
Bill Penn

(See related article, “Lincoln’s 200th Birthday: His Connections to 
Cynthiana,” Harrison Heritage News, V0ol. 10 No. 2, Feb. 2009).
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Kenny Simpson, Curator

EVERYDAY HEROES OF THE MUSEUM
By Mary Grable, VP, Cynthiana-Harrison County Trust, Inc.

On January 28 the Cynthiana-Harrison County Trust, Inc. will sponsor a Guest Speakers Event in 
the Public Library Community Room from 1 to 4 pm. Speaker, teacher and author, Steve Flairty, 
will speak about his book series, Kentucky’s Everyday Heroes: Ordinary People Doing Extraordi-
nary Things among many topics. Many may recall that Mr. Flairty featured former museum curator, 
Harold Slade (1919-2013), in one of his books. His dedication to preserving the memories and 

accomplishments of fellow Kentuckians is inspirational.
     Since the passing of Harold and Dorothy Slade, members of the Cynthiana-Harrison County 
Trust, Inc. have been cognizant that the need exists to recognize our own “everyday heroes” who, through their time and effort, have 
been instrumental in founding and sustaining our local museum. The decision was made to begin 2017 with a yearly acknowledge-
ment of those special people.
     Following Mr. Flairty’s program, the first presentation of the EVERYDAY HEROES OF THE CYNTHIANA-HARRISON 
COUNTY TRUST, INC. AWARD will be made to three individuals who had a significant hand in founding the Cynthiana-Harrison 
County Trust and establishing the museum. In July, 1994 
the Cynthiana/Harrison County Museum opened its doors, 
but prior to that a group of determined people had met and 
incorporated.
     The very first meeting of individuals interested in pre-
serving and sharing the history of Cynthiana and Harrison 
County with the establishment of a museum took place at 
the home of Herby Moore. Sitting around his dining room 
table, Herby encouraged the small group by saying that if 
each could get ten people to donate $100 they would be
on their way! His enthusiasm and commitment to the idea 
of a museum was infectious. He donated prints of his 
“Covered Bridge” print as a means to raise funds. Today, 
he continues to donate pieces of his works for display in the 
museum.
     The second person to be recognized for her contribution to the museum is Martha Barnes. Martha has been the President of the 
Cynthiana-Harrison County Trust since its beginning. She was the calming influence in those hectic first few years! Martha worked 
along with Harold and Dorothy Slade to document all of the artifacts that came through the museum doors while holding down a 

full time job as librarian at Eastside School. She was, and continues to be, an invaluable contributor and 
supporter. She is the “keeper of the knowledge”. The Museum Musings that is featured in the Cynthiana 
Democrat each week became her project after the death of George Slade.
              George Slade (1916-2005) is the third person to be honored for his contribution to the museum. 
He was our “official historian.” While George was alive we relied on his knowledge and research to help 
document and verify many artifacts that were donated or loaned. He collaborated with many on articles 
and books about our area. With his passing we were given his extensive files on the history of this area. 
He was meticulous in his note taking! We return again and again to those files looking for information on 
a monthly basis. He is greatly missed, but his influence on our undertaking is still alive. In addition to a 
certificate given to the individuals and/or their representatives, an “Everyday Heroes of the Cynthiana-
Harrison County Trust, Inc.” plaque will be unveiled with each of their names inscribed on it for the 2017 
year. It is the intent to add names to the plaque each year. There are many more individuals who need to 
be recognized for their dedication and support. 
      Make plans to attend this special occasion and stop by the museum and view the plaque and 
maybe offer suggestions for future honorees. Perhaps, consider joining the Cynthiana-Harrison County 
Trust and help to continue the efforts made by the three individuals honored this year.

         George Slade (2005)

                               Martha Barnes and Herby Moore (2010)

Harold Slade and Steve Flairty (2008)
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Harper’s Weekly, Jan. 12, 1867

Ice Skating in Cynthiana, 1870s-1880s 
John M. Cromwell

“I began...to skate when about 12 years of age [1874]. From home [Crom-
well farm was near the present Cynthiana airport off New Lair Pike] I have 
often, on my skates, followed the river to town, where I would always find 
a large crowd on the ice. Opposite the [old stone] jail was then the favorite 
gathering place, whence we skated up and down the river, playing shinney, 
cutting fancy figures; and sometimes starting for a race to the [Keller’s] 
Mill Dam and back. As a small boy I remember very few ladies that skated. 
Later almost all the girls of our set acquired the accomplishment, and many 
hours we spent on the ice, especially by moonlight, and failing a moon we 
would build fires which served both for light and heat.” [Penn/Slade, eds., 
Cromwell’s Comments, p. 58-59.]

John M. Cromwell (1862-1951), banker and 
mayor of Cynthiana, Kentucky, was a local his-
tory buff. Mr. Cromwell’s popular articles in the 
Cynthiana Democrat relating to local history and 
a variety of other subjects first appeared January 
26, 1928.  His column appeared in more than 350 
issues of the Democrat, the last in 1940. A book 
of his history columns, indexed, is available for 
sale at the Cynthiana-Harrison Co. Museum.
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The house at 1801 Kentucky Highway 36 East known more recently as the Owen House and now renovated into the Bed 
and Breakfast Ashford Acres on Millersburg Pike has its origins a local character of Harrison County history John Wil-
liams.  John Williams claimed his genealogical descent from the famed founder of Rhode Island Roger Williams and the 
Revolutionary War Patriot Patrick Henry.  
     John Williams built the house for his son John Jr. on the occasion of his marriage but the couple quarreled at the 
rehearsal dinner and the engagement was broken.  His daughter and her husband Sheriff R. T. Lindsay were the first to 
occupy the house.  She was there during the Civil War and was the one in the upstairs front east room when the legend-
ary canon ball went through the front wall and out of the side wall. (More likely the windows if it actually happened.)  
As were many local houses during the Battle of Cynthiana the John Williams house was reported to have been used as a 
hospital.
     The next family to occupy the house was John Mussleman and his wife.  They had a daughter Etta who very probably 
was the first child born in the house in 1866.  She would grow up to marry Gano Ammerman and live to be 99 years old.  
About two years later a second daughter, Maud - later Mrs. Bob Northcut - was born.  Mr. Mussleman was one of the 
original organizers in the creation of the new Battle Grove Cemetery Corporation in 1868.  Etta Ammerman told the story 
of falling off of the back porch of the house and breaking her nose when she was two years old while being watched by a 
caretaker while her parents were at the dedication of the cemetery.  
     In 1871 The Henry Cox family moved into the house.  He and his wife raised nine sons and one daughter here.  The 
daughter Ellen’s wedding was the first wedding solemnized in the house.  She married William Redmon and they lived in 
the house with her mother after her father passed away.  After the death of her mother, the Redmons sold the house to the 
Hickmans.  
     The Hickmans had three daughters, Lottie, Myrtle, and Sue and during the five years of their occupation the three were 
married in the house.  Lottie married Jesse McKee, Myrtle married Turney McKee and Sue married Arch Bailey.     
           (Continued on next page)
                 
               

Ashford Acres 
Former “Owen House” Now Bed & Breakfast

John Hicks

Photo, John Hicks
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(Ashford Acres - continued from page 5)

     In 1905 a widow, Mrs. Ellen Cleveland bought the house and moved in with her daughters Myrtle and Minnie.  Her 
other children were sons and married and had homes of their own.  Here Myrtle married John Smith and in 1911 Minnie 
married Tom Endicot.
     In 1914 W. A. Small bought the house where he and his Iowa wife moved in.  She did not like Kentucky and they sold 
the house to W. T. Harmon and returned to Iowa.After a year Mr. Harmon sold the house to E. E. Wright.  The Wrights 
lived there with their three teenage children for less than a year and sold the house to H. D. Florence.  The H. D. Flor-
ence’s lived there for the next 23 years.  Their children were grown when they moved in 1918.  They helped their father 
while he engaged in his dairy business on the property.
     In 1941 Mr. and Mrs. Sterling P. Owen, Jr. (1891-1971) bought the property.  He had the house painted white and 
added the front porch and columns.  He added brick back porch removing the frame rooms in the back.  He added the 
beautiful arched double door surrounded with the fanning glass windows as a duplicate of the front door on the old 
original John Williams house just about a mile away.  Pictures of the house before and after the Owen’s renovations are 
on display on the wall of the sitting room of the present Ashford Acres. In 1943 the Mayor and Mrs. Sterling Owen III 
(1916-1991) were married in the house.  The bride (Margorie L. Jones) descended the winding steps to the wedding in 
what now is the dining room center foyer.  
   Sterling Owen Jr.’s son Jack Owen (1920-2013) was an officer and pilot during World War II.  In 1943 his B-17 Bomb-
er was shot down.  He was taken prisoner by the Germans.  He served in the U. S. Army Air Corps, U. S. Air Force, and 
Air National Guard.  Jack served on active duty in World War II, the Korean War, and the Viet Nam War.  He would later 
become a Brigadier General before retiring.  
     Jack would reside in the house on the farm until his death in 2013.  As part of his legacy was the creation of Country 
Club Estates, White Oak Estates, Midden Acres, and Green Field subdivisions. In 2015 Jack’s nephew Robert Owen, 
also of Cynthiana, sold the house to Ashford Acres Inn.  The inn is owned by Sonia Kirkman and managed by her sister 
Annastasia Hicks. The name Ashford is a family name from Ashford Fryman (1844–1917) and each grandson thereafter.  
Ashford Hicks (1896 – 1989), John Ashford Hicks, and Nolan Ashford Kirkman. Social media: www.ashfordacresinn.com/;
www.twitter.com/AshfordAcresInn (@AshfordAcresInn); www.facebook.com/AshfordAcresInn (@AshfordAcresInn)

1862 Union Picket Station Near Ashford Acres
Bill Penn 

When Cynthiana was under martial law in 1862, all roads leading out 
of town were guarded by Union pickets. Millersburg Pike forked across 
from the present site of Ashford Acres with a road that went south 
about a half mile joining the Old Lair Pike in a curve by Seller’s Run 
(the old overgrown roadbed is present). Jeff Oxley’s diary mentions 
Union pickets inspecting his pass at two locations, marked on the later 
Beers 1877 map (left). 

Quote from Jeff Oxley Diary:
“August 30th 1862
     “Having obtained necessary pass (our town being under marshal 
[martial] law) ... I engaged passage on the Cynthiana & Millersburg 
Omnibus [stagecoach]. My trunk being carefully put on top I took 
leave of home and started. Just at the turn of the Pike at Uncle Henry’s  
[Williams] woods gate [now Battle Grove gate] we passed the 1st pick-
et; they required us to show our passes. When we reached the forks of 
the road near Mr. Lindsey [now Ashford Acres] we met the 2nd picket. 
Here I left my pass. The following is the style & wording of the pass:”

“Headquarters Camp David Tod
August 28th 1862
Guards & Pickets will let Jeff Oxley pass out of the lines tomor-
row (August 29) and take up this pass.
 Benj. Runckle Col
 45th O.V. Commanding Post for J. G. Ware”

Site of two Union picket stations 

Civil War period roads - now abandoned
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Thinking about a gift for a friend or loved one? The Harrison County 
History and Families book could be the answer. It features histori-
cal facts, photos, and many Harrison family histories as listed below. 
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Left blank for cutout forms on p. 7
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New Lair Road is first road on map to Lair although the present section from the river to Lair was relocated. Second road is Old Lair 
Road. The road between them is now abandoned, replaced by the present Old Lair Road going past Highland Ave. It isn’t clear if the 
road to Ruddles Mills at top of the map is an old road now abandoned or represents Cook Pike. Detail from “Map of the Kentucky 
Central Railroad and Valley of Licking river from Benton Station to Lexington, Ky.,” July 31, 1863, Dept. of the Ohio, RG77, Na-
tional Archives - Washington, DC.



Meeting time and place: (Apr. - Nov.) Hospice of the Blue Grass on Oddville Avenue, 1317 US HWY 62E. Meeting room is 
1st floor rear entrance. 7 p.m. NO MEETINGS JAN/FEB/DEC 2017.

HARRISON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2017 CALENDAR 

Joe B. Hall was the head 
basketball coach at the University of 
Kentucky from 1972 to 1985. He was 
born in Cynthiana, Ky. in 1928,and was 
a graduate of Cynthiana High School, 
class of 1947. He has been honored 
twice by his hometown: Joe B. Hall 
Court at courthouse square (1994), and 
Joe B. Hall Bridge, US 27 N (2013).

NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball     
Championship (1978).
3× Regional Championships – Final 
Four (1975, 1978, 1984).
8× SEC Reg. Season Championships. 
SEC Tournament championship 
(1984).
National Coach of the Year (1978).
4x SEC Coach of the Year College.
Basketball Hall of Fame (2012).

WEEK #


