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(above) The Walking Dead comic book writer Robert Kirkman and artist Tony Moore, both from Cynthiana, stood in 
front the Cynthiana welcome sign that includes their names. Photo courtesy of http://www.kentucky.com. 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Kay Whitaker, Cynthiana

Roberta Kenney, Georgetown
Margaret Lake, Cynthiana
Wilma Killion, Cynthiana
Jessica Haas, Cynthiana

Paul L. Whalen, Ft. Thomas
Billie Jean VanHook, Cynthiana

Helen Sams, Cynthiana
Willie Sims, Cynthiana

Cynthia Landrum, Portland, OR

Upcoming Meetings and Events
Meeting time and place: Hospice of the Blue Grass on Oddville Av-
enue, 1317 US HWY 62E. Meeting room is 1st floor rear entrance. 

Oct. 22 - Tour of Buffalo Trace Distillery in Frankfort. 

Oct. 27- Bill Penn will discuss his new book: Kentucky Rebel 
Town: The Civil War Battles of Cynthiana and Harrison 
County.
Nov. 17 - NOTICE THIRD THURSDAY THIS MONTH 
BECAUSE OF THANKSGIVING. Harrison Antiques Road 
Show - Bring antique family items. Each item shown will re-
ceive a free appraisal by Bobby Lake. Appraisals are valuable 
for both insurance and if you want to sell it some day. 
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President’s Corner 
- Don Wagoner

Historical Society Program: 
September 22, 2016

The program was a discussion of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) presented by Sally Kenney and 
Julie Muth. Discussed were the purpose of the DAR, its local 
and state chapters, how to join the organization, and projects 
the DAR has participated in.
Business meeting: The treasurer’s report was given. Mention 
was made of the upcoming trip planned for Society members 
to Frankfort’s Buffalo Trace Distillery. There are only about 
30 Harrison Co. Families & History books remaining (see 
ordering information on p. 9).   

Cynthiana News 1855-1857 
Newspapers Archived on Internet

http://www.fultonhistory.com/my%20photo%20albums/
all%20newspapers/Cynthiana%20KY%20News/index.html

On October 4 our newest community con-
nection program began when I taught our 
first Kentucky history round table class in 
a Harrison County nursing home. The site 
was the Cedar Ridge Health Campus where 

the students consisted of eleven patients and residents, who were 
very attentive and inquisitive. All seemed to enjoy the teaching 
and pleased to be our first class. Say, that sounds like history be-
ing made, Oh Yeah!

Donald Wagoner presented the History & Families of Harrison County 
book to Rosetta Tolson and the residents of Cedar Ridge Health Campus on 
behalf of the Harrison County Historical Society.

History roundtable participants: from left, Don Wagoner, 
Irene T., Martha F., Margaret L., Alberta R., Louise E., Wil-
lie S., Wilma T., Anna Sue B., Betty P., and Vivian S.



Harrison Heritage News – October 2016 (Volume 17, no. 10)   3

Kenny Simpson, Curator

News From the Museum
Sally Kinney

Bill Penn donating part of proceeds of his book sales to Mary Grable.

This month I have the pleasure of informing readers of another “Red Letter Day” at the Museum. On Oct. 8th, Cyn-
thiana Native, William A. “Bill” Penn was here to sign and sell his latest book, KENTUCKY REBEL
TOWN, published by the University Press of Kentucky. Bill was busy with many people lined up to speak with 
him and purchase his book. By three o’clock he had sold all of the 30 copies that he had brought with him that day. 
Bill will be donating $10 to the Museum for each book that is sold through the Museum as a thank you for allow-
ing the Museum to be an outlet for the book, apparently the only one in Cynthiana at this time. Saturday he made a 
generous gift to the Museum of $300 for the 30 sold!! Congratulations, and many thanks Bill. I have begun to read 
my copy and plan to review it soon. I have already learned several surprising pieces of local history; I’m sure other 
readers will also. 
     The Museum offers an interesting display for this election season. Be sure to check out the old ballot boxes in 
the window. Note the history of the ballot system also on display. Also peruse the LOG CABIN November issues of 
1900 inside the Museum. The LOG CABIN was the Republican newspaper and You’ll see that bitter elections have 
a long history. It is interesting to see that the paper actually printed which symbol to make your mark under!!
     As always, there is much to see in our permanent collections. An especially popular one contains the pictures and 
uniforms of many Harrison County service men and women. There is also memorabilia of
other kinds that may be unfamiliar to our many younger patrons. Remembering and honoring our Veterans is a focal 
point of the Museum. During November, especially, plan on a visit to explore what is on display.
     A visit to the Museum is definitely an interesting inspiring (even sometimes depressing) learning experience. 
Hope to see you at the Museum!
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“The Walking Dead” Comic Book and Television Series 
Creator and Artist from Cynthiana

From Wikia: “Cynthiana, Kentucky, is the hometown of the Grimes Family and Shane in The Walking Dead comic 
book series. The police station that Rick and Shane worked at pre-apocalypse is located in this town, and so is the 
hospital that Rick stayed at during his coma. Cynthiana is the setting of the entire first issue in the comic series. Series 
creator Robert Kirkman is from the real Cynthiana, Kentucky. The police station and Harrison Memorial Hospital are 
real locations in the northern Kentucky town. Cynthiana was also mentioned in The Walking Dead Webisodes: Cold 
Storage, where the main protagonist, Chase, was trying to make his way there to find his sister during the apocalypse. 
He was last seen driving away in a truck with another survivor, Kelly towards Cynthiana.  
     “Though creator Robert Kirkman intended for his fictional characters to be from the real Cynthiana, he admitted 
to altering the details regarding some locations to suit his plot, stating:    ‘...Rick and his family are from Cynthiana. 
That’s where the first issue takes place. He wakes up in Harrison Memorial Hospital. I’m from Cynthiana, that’s where 
I grew up--I got stitches in Harrison Memorial Hospital. The first artist on the book, Tony Moore, is from there, too. So 
the way the places are drawn is more or less accurate as well. There are little changes here and there because I wanted 
certain things to happen but for the most part it’s accurate.’ ” The comic book series was first published in 2003 with 
only small print runs making them now fairly rare. The Walking Dead TV series made its debut on Halloween 2010. 
    
       Source: http://walkingdead.wikia.com/wiki/Cynthiana,_Kentucky

The Walking Dead comic book writer Robert Kirkman and artist Tony Moore.

First issue, October 2003 found on http://www.
recalledcomics.com/TheWalkingDead1.php
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Harrison County Genealogy Queries

KING

I am filling out papers for the DAR. I have all I need except proof of linking the Joshua King Sr. to the son who was 
Joshua T. King. I have the wills for both men but no mention of relationship. Joshua King Sr. died in Harrison Co. in 
1802. He came from Stafford Co., Va. Joshua King Jr. also came from Virginia. He died in 1831 in Harrison Co., Ky. 
     I had always been told that my mother’s grandmother was Ruth Ellen Lemmon and that her mother was Jane King. 
I did find that Jane King and George Lemmons were married Dec. 15, 1815, in Harrison Co., Ky. I have that marriage 
bond. He is in the 1830 census in Harrison Co. So is the father of Jane King, who was Joshua T. King Jr.
     Sometime in the 1830s George Lemmons and Jane King Lemmons left Kentucky and went to Decatur Co., Indi-
ana, and became landowners in that county. They are in the 1840 census but George Lemmons died in 1845 and Jane 
is to be found in the 1850 census in Decatur Co., Indiana.
     My problem now is to find or connect the two Joshua Kings as it is the Joshua King Sr. who served in the Revolu-
tion.

Contact Jean Markstrom, email: jmarkstrom13@gmail.com.

GALE

My 4th great-grandfather, John Wesley Gale (b. Dec. 1765) came west from Maryland and lived in Harrison Co., Ky., 
before heading on to Posey Co., Indiana. I read in the will of his brother William Gale, (b. Mar. 24, 1758) from Kent 
Co., Maryland this information:

“My land in Harrison Co., Kentucky that is in the possession of my brother who acted for me under power of attorney 
to take a deed from James Rogers for me and in a letter from my brother John Gale now in my desk that the tract is 
called the “Cave Spray” that the land be sold and applied to my debts.”

Can anyone tell me where “Cave Spray” is or was, and if it is still called that?

I am trying to figure out exactly where my John Wesley Gale lived in Harrison County so I can figure out if his wife 
(Phebe “Everitt” Gale) died in Harrison County and if John Gale remarried there before moving on from Cynthiana, 
Ky., to Cynthiana, Indiana area in a group of forty on September 1, 1815.

Reply to: Kayla Davis, email: kjdavis100@hotmail.com.

Items in the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum.
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Harrison County’s Lost Buildings
David-McDowell House

c. 1813-1831

David-McDowell House in 1982 (top) and 2011. Right side was built c. 1813 and left side added about 1831. On right is the smokehouse.

Continued on next page

The history of this deteriorating 200 year-old house about seven miles from Cynthiana on the Russell Cave Road is well 
known to many Harrison County residents through Katherine Wilson’s important reference book, This Old House (for 
sale at the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum). According to the book, in 1813, Jacob David bought a 200 acre farm 
from the original Samuel McMillan-Matthew Patterson land claim. He soon erected this two-story log house, comprising 
the front right section, including the stairway hall, with a stand-alone kitchen in the rear. In 1831, after Mr. David’s death, 
the house eventually was owned by Thomas Duff Urmston, who operated a tanyard, making shoes, saddles and harness, 
which he sold in a store on the place. Urmston added the two-story left side to the front of the house, with bedrooms 
above, and enclosed the space between the kitchen and the main house for a dining room, creating an ell.
     In 1884, Mary Holliday bought the farm from the Urmston heirs, and soon was married to Dr. Higgins Smith. They 
eventually built more additions: a bedroom and bath over the dining room, a two-story addition behind the left side of the 
main house, and the large porch with columns. The latter was probably a nod to the fashionable Neoclassical style (1895-
1950), which included adding columns to existing antebellum homes. Another example is the “Owen House” in Wilson’s 
book, with columns added c. 1941. 
     The late Agnes McDowell (1923-2005) and her sister Elizabeth (1921-2001) inherited the farm and according to Ag-
nes’ biographical sketch in the Harrison County History and Families book, her will instructed that the farm be put into a 
trust and was never to be sold. (Bill Penn).
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These restored floor plans and elevations 
(not to scale) of the Davis-McDowell 
house are a guess of the appearance of the 
building before additions in the late 19th 
century of the large front porch and other 
rooms. Sketches and photos (2011) by Bill 
Penn. 

Continued from page 6 - David-McDowell House

North log wall under the stairs of the 
original c. 1813 house.

Log floor joists as viewed through the cellar door.
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The above 1920’s photograph is of “Uncle” Scott, an African American who was born in Harrison County 
on the farm of Thomas Hinkson. The farm stretched from US 27 on the west to the South Fork Licking 
River on the east, south of Lair near the Bourbon County line. (It was in recent years the Hendricks farm). 
The late Bill Hinkson fondly reminisced about Uncle Scott, who was said to have been a teenager during 
the Civil War, and lived as a free man on the Hinkson farm. Mr. Hinkson, who grew up on the farm in the 
early 1900s, remembered Uncle Scott told him ghost stories, including one about the old rock walls on the 
place, but had forgotten how it went. At that time, Uncle Scott lived in a small two-room building behind 
the two-story c. 1900 house that is in a grove of large trees near the highway. One room of the building 
contained a smokehouse, and Uncle Scott lived in the other room. The photo shows him on the back porch 
of the present house. (From an interview with Bill Hinkson by Bill Penn January 27, 1999.)

Harrison County Memories:

“Uncle Scott”
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Book includes 
these family 

histories:

Ammerman
Anderson
Arnold
Bailey
Barlow
Barnes
Bastin
Batson
Beagle
Bedfords
Bell
Biancke
Brewer
Brown
Brunker
Butcher
Cain
Chamberlin
Clouch
Colvin
Conway
Cook
Courtney
Coyle
Cummins

Hicks
Hobday
Howk
Humphrey-Sowder
Hutton
Isaac-Darnell
Ingles
Jones
Kearns
Keller-Smith
Kendall
Kinney
Knox
Kuster
Lair
Lake
Laytart
Lemmon
Lemons
Lipscombe
Luckey
Mahorney
Marsh
Marshall
Maybrier-Maythorn
McCauley
McDanell
McDowell
McEwan

Currans
Dailey
Davis
Donovan
Doyle
Dryden
Dryden-Whitson
Ecklars
Elliot
Endecott
Faulkner
Fite
Florence
Fowler
Freyman
Fritz
Fryman
Garnett
Garrett
Gill
Glenn
Grinstead
Guthrie
Haley-Sowder
Harney
Harrington
Harrington-Herrington
Hehr
Heinrichs

McGuire
McIntire
McKee
Midden
Miller
Milner
Montgomery-Gregory
Moore
Mulligan/Mullikin
Northcutt
Owen
Palas
Parker-Smith
Patton
Peak
Penn
Pierce
Platt
Platt-Stephens
Poindexter
Price
Rankin-Fryman
Riggs
Ross
Russell
Sandy
Shields
Simpson
Simpson-Barnes

Simpson-Maupin-
Sandy
Sipe
Skinner
Slade
Smith
Sowder/Haley
Sparks
Stanfield
Stevens-Moore
Swinford
Taylor
Tebbs
Thomas
Tribble
Trimble
Wade
Wagner
Waggoner
Wagoner
Wells
West
Whalen
Whitaker
White-Sandy-Kuhl
Wigglesworth
Williams
Withers
Wolf/Wolfe

Thinking about a gift for a friend or loved one? The Harrison County 
History and Families book could be the answer. It features histori-
cal facts, photos, and many Harrison family histories as listed below. 
Only 30 copies of the book remain for sale on a first order, first sale

Send check and orders to 

Harrison County 
Historical Society, 
PO 411, 
Cynthiana, KY 41031. 

Include your mailing ad-
dress and phone no. 

Local residents contact 
Marilynn Bell or the 
Museum.



Harrison Heritage News – October 2016 (Volume 17, no. 10) 10

Cynthiana Battlefields Foundation 
Being Organized

A new non-profit community organization has been holding 
meetings to organize the Cynthiana Battlefield Foundation. 
The purpose of the non-profit will be to interpret, preserve, 
and increase awareness of the 1862 and 1864 Battles of 
Cynthiana (First and Second Battles of Cynthiana). Pend-
ing are an application for non-profit status and creation of 
a board of directors. When the Foundation is established, 
memberships will be solicited for annual support at various 
levels. Funds will be used for non-profit filing, promotional 
materials for events, membership materials, website, Civil 
War tour enhancements, more interpretive signage, and 
preservation. Meetings (open to the public) are planned for 
the last Sunday of each month, 2 pm, Cynthiana-Harrison 
Co. Chamber of Commerce office, unless otherwise posted 
on Facebook: www.facebook.com/Cynthianabattlefields-
foundation. email: cynthianabattlefieldsfoundation@yahoo.
com. Mailing address: Cynthiana Battlefields Foundation, 
111 Court St., Suite 1B, Cynthiana, KY 41031.

Civil War interpretive signs and vehicle pull-off areas at Cynthi-
ana battlefield sites would be among the goals of the Cynthiana 
Battlefield Foundation. Photos above are of other Civil War sites.


