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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Heather Whitson, Lexington, KY
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Jackie Faulkner, Cynthiana, KY
Ashlee Stephens, Richmond, KY

Mike Wilson, Sadieville, KY
Mary Jane Brunker, Cynthiana, KY
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
Meeting time and place: Hospice of the Blue Grass on Oddville 
Avenue, 1317 US HWY 62E. Meeting room is 1st floor rear entrance. 
Except March 19 Sat. 10 am Rohs Opera House.

Oct. 8 - Book Signing, Bill Penn, Kentucky Rebel Town: The 
Civil War Battles of Cynthiana and Harrison County, Cynthi-
ana-Harrison Co. Museum, 11-3 pm. For each book sold $10 
will be donated to the Museum.

Oct. 22 - Tour of Buffalo Trace Distillery in Frankfort. 

Oct. 27- Bill Penn will discuss his new book: Kentucky Rebel 
Town: The Civil War Battles of Cynthiana and Harrison 
County.
Nov. 17 - Harrison Antiques Road Show - Bring one antique 
family item to be appraised by Bobby Lake. Appraifamily item to be appraised by Bobby Lake. Appraifamily item to be appraised sals are 
valuable for both insurance and if you want to sell it some day.
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President’s Corner 
- Don Wagoner

Historical Society Program: 
August 25, 2016

Program: John Harrod, fiddler, gave an interesting and enter-
taining program on fiddling tradition in Kentucky. He told of 
the regional differences in fiddle styles and traced Irish and 
Scottish fiddle influences on Kentucky fiddle traditions.
Business: The Buffalo Trace tour for Historical Society 
members was reviewed by President Wagoner. Approved 
accounts payable for program speaker John Harrod and to re-
imburse expenses for newsletter, postage, and miscellaneous. 
Treasurer’s report - balance $10,562.88. 
  Submitted by Jane Ann Johnson, secretary

[Editor’s note: Don is recovering from a 
broken arm and was unable to prepare this 
month’s column. Get well soon, Don.] 

Cynthiana News 1855-1857 
Newspapers Archived on Internet

http://www.fultonhistory.com/my%20photo%20albums/
all%20newspapers/Cynthiana%20KY%20News/index.html

Sign up for the Buffalo Trace Dis-
tillery tour October 22 - contact 
Don Wagoner at 859-954-2443.

Buffalo Trace Distillery
“Ancient buffalo carved paths through the wilderness that 
led American pioneers and explorers to new frontiers. One 
such trail led to the banks of the Kentucky River where 
Buffalo Trace Distillery has been making bourbon whiskey 
the same way for more than 200 years. No Distillery has 
earned more domestic and international accolades than 
Buffalo Trace. Writers, enthusiasts and spirits competitions 
around the globe have awarded more than 500 accolades 
to our brands. The title of “world’s most award-winning 
distillery” has been earned through the uncompromising 
dedication of our craftsmen for well over 200 years. Their 
passion for distilling, passed down for two centuries, is 
revered by experts worldwide.
     “In 2013, Buffalo Trace Distillery added its most cher-
ished distinction yet – National Historic Landmark. After 
taking more than 200 years to achieve, the Distillery joined 
this elite group of the most influential places in North 
America. This award, more important than any others, is 
for the Distillery, its people, its builders, its visionaries, its 
preservers and its protectors.” 

Source: https://www.buffalotracedistillery.com/brands/buffalo-trace
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Kenny Simpson, Curator

“Walking Dead” Day at the Museum
Sally Kinney

The Museum had a couple of very busy days in August! The Walking Dead Day was August 6th. Close to 700 people 
visited here that day--a record for us! Visitors came from 69 cities and towns in Kentucky, 7 other states--including 
California--and from 4 foreign countries--including Russia! The Rod Run also brought in a record number of visitors 
the end of August. We filled up nine and a half visitor sign in sheets.
     Many visitors complimented the Museum for its extensive display of artifacts, pictures, machines, clothing, and rep-
licas. A favorite of Museum curator, Kenny Simpson (and many visitors), is the replica of Cynthiana as it looked before 
1900 [see photo]. Spread out on a large table, it was created by Harold Slade and Neville Haley.
     There are other replicas also of great interest, such as the model of the log cabin on Court Street. This was thought to 
be the first Harrison County Court House. The original structure is the oldest standing house left in Cynthiana.
     Among the clothing exhibits are military uniforms from the different branches of service from different periods. The 
most historic is the uniform worn by James Madison Wilson, a Captain in the Union Army, in 1863. On the lighter side 
are band, cheerleading and sports uniforms and equipment, wedding dresses, a clown costume, a fur stole, etc.
     Among my personal favorites is the Iron Horse created by the Vocational School (ATC). At present Raggedy Ann 
and Andy are his riders. The horse is in the last room of the Museum. I suggest to visitors that they wend their way from 
the horse back to the Front Room--making sure not to miss the farm machinery and the Moonshine Still. 
     Hope to see you at the Museum, a place to take an entertaining and educational stroll through history.

Scale model of downtown Cynthiana circa 1900.
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When you could have issued a revised edition of Rattling Spurs and Broad-Brimmed Hats:  The Civil War in Cynthiana and Har-
rison County, Kentucky, why the new title?

I was going to use the same title, since this book is basically a revised, but greatly expanded (twice the pages) edition of that 1995 
book. But the University Press of Kentucky believed readers would be confused, thinking this was simply a reprint of the Rattling 
Spurs book, which it is not. As to the title, I quoted a journal of one of Morgan’s men after the Second Battle of Cynthiana, who 
wrote the Confederates were “plundering & pillaging...the best rebel town of our native state.”  I thought he was exaggerating, and 
he was as to referring to the whole state, but in the Bluegrass region, Cynthiana and Harrison County had a widespread reputa-
tion as a “Rebel Town.” This can be documented, including: the county’s 1860 presidential choice was pro-Southern Breckinridge, 
whereas the state went to Bell, a Union supporter; state representatives Cleary and Desha from Harrison were outspoken advocates 
for a state convention to consider secession; one of first CSA companies to go South was from here; Cincinnati newspapers often 
called Cynthiana names like “pestiferous secession hole,” and most relevant to me, the leader of the Union supporters in the county, 
influential attorney W. W. Trimble, wrote in his memoirs that “the majority of the people [in Harrison County] were rebel sympa-
thizers,” and if anyone would know, I would think it would be him. I had suggested “Bluegrass Rebel Town,” but the Press changed 
it to “Kentucky Rebel Town.”

How did you become interested in the topic to write a book in the first place, and what brought you to do it for a second 
time?

Growing up in Cynthiana, I was always interested in the Civil War sites around town, and wanted to learn more about them. The 
first book, Rattling Spurs and Broad-Brimmed Hats, grew out of a paper I wrote for Dr. Thomas D. Clark’s History of Kentucky 
class at UK. He later wrote me a complimentary letter about the book, which inspired me to continue research. I did not use the 
internet researching the first book very much. The internet now has more newspapers, diaries, and books available that could be 
searched, which led me to much more information - especially newspapers. Also, I learned to use Adobe Illustrator to design better 
battlefield maps.

Kentucky Rebel Town: The Civil War Battles 
of Cynthiana and Harrison County

Philip Naff Interviews Bill Penn 

Philip Naff - staff writer, 
Harrison Heritage News.

Kentucky Rebel Town: The Civil War Battles of Cynthiana and Harrison County. (University Press of Kentucky, $45.00). Hardcover: 
374 pages; ISBN-13: 978-0813167718; Dimensions: 6.1 x 1 x 9.2 inches; 11 maps; 35 black and white illustrations. Available at 
Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, or signed copies by mail from Historic Midway Museum Store (124 E. Railroad St., Midway, 
KY 40347, pennwma@aol.com, 859-846-4214, $50/with tax/shipping). Also available in all book stores and online Amazon.com and 
Barnes & Noble. For signed copies sold at the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, a portion of the sales will be donated to the 
Museum.

Bill Penn
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How has the process of getting a book into print changed from 1995 to the present day?

In 1995 I self-published the book after finding a publisher near Evansville, Indiana, that specialized in printing books for historical 
societies. I typed and formatted the draft copying a U. Press of Ky. book, “Rebel Raider,” by James A. Ramage, who by the way, 
had read my 1995 manuscript. It cost me $10,000 to print 1,000 copies. About two years ago, when I finished the draft for the new 
book, I emailed the U. Press of Ky. acquisitions editor asking if she could suggest a regional publisher, not thinking the Press would 
be interested. She asked me to submit the manuscript so she could make a suggestion. A few weeks later she emailed me that she 
liked the book and had already sent it out for peer review to two “high powered professors,” who remain anonymous. Next it had 
to be voted on by the Press editorial board. I was told they were impressed by the letter from Dr. Clark praising my first book, for 
he was the founder of the University Press. Also in my favor, I believe, was the fact that the 150th anniversary of the Civil War was 
taking place, and the Press had already published several books of regional studies of the Civil War in Kentucky.  

Cynthiana is your hometown, for which you have an obvious appreciation, but from a historian’s perspective, what makes 
the tale of Civil War Cynthiana and the battles of 1862 and 1864 stand above the rest?

Morgan’s Raids rank as the most important historical events in the county, in my opinion, with a close second being the capture 
of Ruddle’s Station by the British and Indians during the Revolutionary War. The whole Civil War experience of Kentucky, from 
the debates among politicians and citizens whether or not to support the South, to the six-month experiment of neutrality, and the 
invasion of the state by Morgan’s Raiders and the Confederate army, took place on a smaller scale in our county. Also, the hardest 
fought battles of Morgan’s First and Last Kentucky Raids were at Cynthiana, and so have statewide significance.

Every war story has small incidents which humanize the larger conflict.  What tale or tales stand out in your mind and 
why?

The diary of Jeff Oxley, a student who later joined the Confederate army, contains many details of everyday life in the summer of 
1862 while Cynthiana was occupied by a Union regiment. He described an altercation between two Union soldiers and two South-
ern sympathizers which resulted in the soldiers chasing the men down the street, shooting at them but missing and instead injuring 
a bystander; told about some teenage girls he met on the street and described their dress and makeup; described taking an omnibus 
(stagecoach) to Millersburg and passing two picket stations and what he observed on the trip; and wrote many times wishing the 
war would end. 
     There was an entry in a Union diary describing a man-to-man cavalry fight as Federal cavalry cut off retreating Confederate 
cavalry crossing the river in the Second Battle of Cynthiana. The writer shot a Rebel on horseback so close to him that his blood 
spilled onto the Union soldier’s horse. I found so much more material on that Confederate retreat that I was able to make a map.

The research of the role of African Americans in their own emancipation has been given greater weight in recent years than 
ever before.  Movies from Glory to remakes of the Roots television series are some very public manifestations of that inter-
est.  Has this interest changed the telling of the African American aspect of your history of Civil War Cynthiana?  What re-
sources regarding African Americans that are available to you now, weren’t there for you in the 1990s?  Has your research 
put you in touch with descendants of self-liberated slaves who went on to fight with the Union?

Since my 1995 book was published, I’ve found much more information on African American soldiers from the county. I examined 
in the National Archives - Atlanta the 6th District U. S. Provost Marshal’s office enrollment records and correspondence to and 
from the Harrison County sub-district office. These records listed African American enrollment and draft procedures and prob-
lems. These records were available before, but I was unaware of them. I have had several descendants of Harrison County slaves 
request information, usually asking who their master was and the location of the farm. In one query from a lady in New York, I 
remembered seeing the name, and looking in my notes, found that the former slave had made a deposition in a war claims by the 
farm owner for some horses and corn used by Union troops stationed in Cynthiana. I found the deposition, made after the war, and 
turned out to the delight of the lady to be her ancestor. The deposition not only gave his name, but place of birth, and the fact he had 
remained on the farm. Recently, a descendant of a slave belonging to the Conrad family near Connersville has been corresponding 
with me seeking information. This person had already documented that his ancestor had joined the U. S. Colored Troops and found 
the regiment and company names.  I helped him locate the general site of the farm, based on the 1877 Beers map that shows farm 
owners.
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There are heroes and scoundrels in every war, every battle.  Who, in your mind, fills the roles of heroes and scoundrels with 
regard to Civil War Cynthiana?

 I suppose scoundrels would include those Rebels who stole horses, robbed the bank at Mt. Sterling, and took merchandise from 
stores earning one unit the nickname, “calico brigade” or something like that. Some would name Morgan a scoundrel for ordering 
buildings set on fire, but he cited military necessity, for Union troops were positioned in buildings and havng no artillery he had 
no other alternative. I argued that he could have surrounded the buildings, as he later did with Union soldiers using the courthouse 
for protection. Morgan’s men surrounded the courthouse and forced a surrender without resorting to setting it on fire. As to Union 
scoundrels, there were many Southern sympathizers that greatly disliked the local home guards. I found many examples where 
they harassed anyone they felt were “disloyal” for speaking favorably of the Confederate cause, and singled them out to search for 
firearms, demand food and supplies, keep tabs on their movements, and in many cases, make arbitrary arrests and put them in prison 
on suspicion of disloyalty. 

Of all the discoveries you have made since researching your first volume, which features in particular make your book a 
“must buy” for those wanting to learn more about the Cynthiana of Civil War times?

 I have added a chapter on provost marshal enrollment and draft procedures. And in almost every topic I have found more informa-
tion that allows the reader to better understand both the civilian and military roles in the county. I have all new battlefield maps, 
this time overlaid on  modern topo maps. I was a little apprehensive in doing this, for most of the battlefield movements are ap-
proximate, for no maps have been found showing battle lines prepared by participants. But based on the descriptions from official 
reports, regimental reports, diaries and letters, and in some cases, newspapers, I believe the maps are generally accurate. The map 
of the Second Battle of Cynthiana - Kimbrough’s Hill (Poplar Hill was owned by the Kimbrough family), at the site of Battle Grove 
Cemetery, is the one I struggled with for months. But using the above sources, and my personal knowledge of the landscape (I grew 
up next to the cemetery on Battle Grove Avenue), I settled on approximately where I believed the troops on both sides were located. 
I know I am guilty of having a preconceived notion of the battle lines, but I’ve tried to look at the information objectively, and have 
discussed the maps with others. Maybe one day a musty paper will be found in some old Civil War saddlebags, and when unfolded, , and when unfolded, , and when unf
will be a map detailing the Union and Confederate positions on what was called Kimbrough’s Hill.

When your first book was published, personal computers and the internet were just catching on in the public’s eye.  How 
much has the internet changed how you researched your first book versus the second?  If it hadn’t been for the internet, 
what story or facts might never have come to your attention?

My first book was researched over many years, mostly in libraries such as the University of Kentucky and Kentucky Historical 
Society. These libraries held the 133 volumes of The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and 
Confederate Armies, or “ORs”, published by the US Government. I researched newspapers on microfilm readers. Now, there are ex-
tensive newspaper archives online that are searchable. Google Books has online many of the secondary sources including regimental 
histories, personal memoirs, biographies, War Department memos and orders, and so forth. Surprisingly, I found some information 
from eBay and other auction sites. A number of letters were illustrated on eBay with information about Cynthiana during the Civil 
War. Another source I often used was a CD-ROM of the ORs, giving me the ability to search for two words near each other, such as 
“Cynthiana” and “Morgan,” allowing me to find almost all military activity, such as patrols, camps, and so forth, in the region I was 
researching.   

Genealogists often rely on serendipity in discovering the most interesting facts and stories, and I suppose historians must, 
too. Has serendipity, in the form of some chance encounter or random fact, ever played a part in filling out the story of your 
book?  Can you give us an example?

There are two examples I often tell about: I documented a Rebel flag captured at Cynthiana by pure chance. I was browsing a gun 
collector magazine, and while looking over a full-page color advertisement for a firearms auction, I noticed a very small color illus-
tration of a Confederate First National Flag down in the bottom corner. The caption said it was captured by Burbridge from Morgan 
in Kentucky. Knowing this had to be at Cynthiana, I looked up the full description on the auction company web site and verified the 
flag was captured by Burbridge at the Second Battle of Cynthiana and was part of his family’s estate. I received permission to use it 
as an illustration in the book. 
     Another chance encounter resulted in locating the elusive Jeff Oxley diary. After reading an excerpt from it in the Democrat from 
I believe the ‘20s, I began asking family members, but no luck. One evening, just before our Midway store closed for the day, my 
wife Leslie called me that a family from Mayfield had just left, and said something about having a diary of a Cynthiana man named 
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Oxley. I told her to run out and catch them, which she did. To make a long story short, I went to the store, and after learning of my 
book project, the family actually sent me the diary to photocopy. Something they showed me but never copied for me was a wonder-
ful antebellum photo album of the Oxley and Hemphill family members from Harrison County, all identified, with the women in 
hoop skirts. I’m still hoping to get copies for the Museum. The family did give me a copy of a photo of Jeff Oxley, which the pub-
lisher did not want to use because of it was faded, but I insisted and is one of the 35 historic photos in the book.

After all these years of keeping an eye out for materials which might add just a little more to your story of the Battles of Cyn-
thiana, what part of the history of the battles would you really, really like to know that has eluded your efforts to discover?

 I would like to find maps of the battles prepared by a participant, or even a good description of the battlefield at Battle Grove 
Cemetery referencing clearly any roads, houses, farms, and so forth. Also, I would like to see a journal, letter or diary describing the 
battles from a citizen’s point of view. There were bits and pieces descriptions found, which put together, were informative. But I was 
very disappointed to find that Jeff Oxley’s otherwise detailed journal, with each day sometimes taking up one or two pages, for some 
reason skipped the month of July 1862, and therefore the diary had no description of the First Battle of Cynthiana.
     As noted, I found a photo of a Confederate flag captured at Cynthiana. There are two other Union flags with Cynthiana connec-
tions that I was unable to obtain photographs of, even after many attempts and begging. One is a Leesburg Home Guard flag that was 
captured by Confederate forces at the First Battle of Cynthiana. It is in the Filson Historical Society. I was told that it was in storage 
while the museum is being remodeled, and that, despite owning it since I believe the 1930s, they had no photo of it to share with 
me! The second Union flag was sewed by a group of Union ladies from Cynthiana and presented to the 35th Ohio Infantry at Camp 
Frazer in Cynthiana. The flag was carried by the regiment throughout the war and is now in the Butler County Historical Society, in 
Hamilton, Ohio. However, the Society failed to preserve the flag properly, and it is now practically in rags, but could be restored for 
about $20,000. Again, even though they had the flag for many, many years, I was told there was no photograph of it. Maybe one day 
they will receive a grant and restore that historic flag.

My cat Cody is sitting in my lap right now, and as she is a curious cat, she would like to know what part felines or other 
animals might have played in determining the outcome of the Civil War?  Morgan had Black Bess; did any of the other rebel 
raiders bring a pet with them?  Maybe that question is a little ways from your area of expertise?

I found nothing about pets. But I did write about horses - the problem of attrition on long raids requiring fresh horses; notion of 
military necessity in stealing vs. paying for horses; horses taken from Union stables vs. horses taken from local farmers; how farmers 
hid horses; horses taken by Union forces and how they were documented by receipts; post-war claims for horses taken by Union 
soldiers; and why farmers who could not prove loyalty could not make claims for  horses taken by Union soldier.     
     Thanks, Philip, for these interesting questions, and perhaps our discussion will result in more interest in the book. I hope more 
than anything that it will stir interest in more preservation and interpretation of our Civil War sites as encouraged by the Kentucky 
Heritage Council and American Battlefield Protection Program and as outlined in the Gray and Pape 2006 Civil War Resources Pres-
ervation Plan prepared for the Chamber of Commerce. (See recommendations in Harrison Heritage News vol. 11 no. 4 April 2010.)

“We marched out [and] selected the commanding eminence where John “Billy” Kimbrough’s house stands for our position as it commanded the 
Paris turnpike for several hundred yards in front. The 4th Ky. was placed on the left of this road, looking towards Paris, Maj. Holladay (1st K’y 
Batt’n) on the other side of Kimbrough’s house on the opposite, or right hand side of the pike. These slept on their arms in line of battle tonight.”  
Diary of Edward O. Guerrant, Morgan’s Raiders, June 11, 1864, Second Battle of Cynthiana. Photo, B. Penn.
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Story Behind the Book Cover
I first saw this painting by George Gray, “Morgan at the Cynthiana Covered Bridge,” at the Kentucky Historical Society, 
probably when I was in high school. It was painted in 1938, and not too many years ago was put loan to the Harrison 
County High School and was in the auditorium for a number of years before being recalled by the KHS. The mural, 
portraying Morgan at the First Battle of Cynthiana, July 17, 1862,  is large - as I recall about 4’ x 8.” The mural was 
commissioned by Frankfort’s Capital Hotel for their taproom. It was donated to the Kentucky Historical Society in 1949 
and placed in the Confederate Room of the Old State House. The painting was illustrated in the Register of the Kentucky 
Historical Society in black and white and, on November 20, 1960 appeared in color (see below) on the cover of the Lou-

Bill Penn

isville Courier Journal magazine “The Civil War in Kentucky - Cen-
tennial 1861-1865.” The newspaper cropped the image, leaving only 
the center of the painting, to both fit the cover and avoid the interpre-
tive panels with text the artist included. Although a twenty-five barrel 
Billinghurst-Requa Volley Gun was included by the artist, this weapon 
was not used at the battle. However, the Union had a cannon, and so 
I cropped the image to show only what could be a cannon carriage 
wheel. The Kentucky Historical Society had one of these weapons in 
their collection, and I suppose it seemed appropriate for inclusion in 
the mural since they were known as “covered bridge guns.” The scene 
is accurate in my opinion, for Morgan did charge across the bridge.
     When I approached the Kentucky Historical Society to use the im-
age, they at first did not want the painting cropped. After pointing out 
the Courier Journal had already published a cropped version, I was 
given permission to do so, and after I paid a license fee to the KHS, the 
University Press of Kentucky, at my request, included the image as part 
of the cover art.
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Advertisement card (c. late 19th century) for Down-
ing Chief, belonging to R. C. Sparks, whose 194 acre 
farm was one-fourth mile south of Lair on the “Lair 
- Townsend Pike,” which is now US 27. 

Sparks farm is shown on the 1877 Beers map.

Some Items from Harrison County’s Former Horse Industry

Saddlebreds and Harness Racing History 
Articles in Harrison Heritage News

Bill Penn, “Abdallah Park - W. H. Wilson’s Cynthiana Racetrack” (vol. 6 no. 7, July 2005).

Billy S. Fowler and Bill Penn, “The Handy Farm: 1818-2005,” (vol. 7 no. 1, January 2006).

Bill Penn, ed., “Chestnut Hall: The Home of Sultan, the Property of W. T. Handy,” (vol. 10 no. 7).

Bill Penn, “Harrison County’s Forgotten Horse Industry,” (vol. 10 no. 10, October 2009).

Lynn Weatherman, “Harrison Chief F. S.,” (vol. 10 no 10, October 2009).

Bill Penn, “Fennell Horse Boot,” (vol. 10 no 10, October 2009).

These back issues are available as PDFs at www.harrisoncountyky.us.
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Send check to address above along with your name and mailing address or contact Marilynn Bell.


