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Courthouses of Harrison County (Ky.)
              
       Bill Penn 

Introduction 
When Harrison County was formed in 1793, only ten 
years had passed since Daniel Boone first began 
surveying in this region and there were Indian attacks 
at the future site of Cynthiana as late as 1790, two 
years before Kentucky became a state in 1792.
Courthouses were the focal point of early Kentucky 
towns, where governments could record deeds, issue 
marriage licenses, probate wills, and serve as a 
polling place.

First Courthouse – 1794 - 1795
     Within a few months of an act to establish the town 
of Cynthiana, December 10, 1793, (then in Bourbon 
County) and Harrison County, December 23, 1793,  
by the Kentucky General Assembly, the first court 
of Harrison County was held in February 1794. The 
June, July, September and October sessions were 
held at the house of Morgan Van Matre [Van Meter], 
a town trustee, and the December 1794 session was 
held at the home of John Merryfield. The location of 
these early residences, probably log, could not be 
determined.  At the June 1794 session of the court, it 
was “ordered that [a] public building for the County be 
erected.” The February 1795 session was held at the 
Court House, which dates the first courthouse to 1794 
-1795.  At the session of the court held October 1797 
an order was passed to repair the courthouse, further 
indicating one was built by that date. This building, 
which was referred to as being of “very humble 
pretensions,” was said to have been two-story log, 
but any references to a two-story log structure in that 
time period were most likely to the James McPheeters 
house. The courthouse was sold and moved to help 
pay for the next courthouse.1

Second Courthouse - 1800
    Historians once believed this courthouse 
was proposed, but not built. In December 1797, 

Commissioners were appointed to draft a plan for a 
second courthouse, which was presented in March 
1798. Records show, however, that the completed 
brick courthouse, built by Henry Zumwalt, was 
approved by the Commissioners March 1800. In 
November 1801 George Frazier was paid for selling 
the 1795 log courthouse at auction. The February 
1811 Circuit Court was held at the Dr. James 
McPheeters house, known today as the Old Log 
House on Court Street. A murder prosecution of Adam 
and Andrew House defended by Henry Clay was also 
reportedly held at this house in 1806. 1a

Market Place 
The first courthouse was built on a public square 
given to the town by Robert Harrison in 1792. 
Originally, this square extended from Pike Street 
to Pleasant Street. In 1816, to obtain funds for the 
building of the new courthouse, five lots on the north 
end were sold. At this time, space was provided 
between the courthouse yard and these lots to be 
used for bartering and other functions. This area was 
first known as “Court Place” and later “Market Place.” 
Over the years a market house, sheds and other 
buildings were constructed in the courthouse yard 
facing Market Place. During the Civil War and earlier, 
the north side of Market Place was a line of equally 
unsightly buildings known as “Jones Row.”2  Before 
the north end of the square was sold, there was a 

log building there 
which contained a 
fire wagon on 
one end and a 
farmer’s market 
on the other. 

Continued p. 2
1877 Beers Map (detail) 
of Court Place, above the 
courthouse.
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“On the west side there was a stall where Thomas 
Odor sold meats and on the east side a stall where 
Pinky McCarthy sold meat.” A jail was erected in 1812 
on the northwest corner of the of the public grounds. 
The log jail, pair of stocks, and whipping post also 
occupied this area until moved in 1844 to the site of 
the present Old Stone Jail.3 Presently, the Market 
Place has been named Joe B. Hall Court, in honor of 
the former University of Kentucky basketball coach, a 
native of Harrison County. 

Third Courthouse - 1816-1818
The third courthouse was built in 1816 on the same 
foundation as the earlier structure. According to 
Perrin’s history, “The plan … was as follows: Brick, 
upon a stone foundation, fifty feet in the clear, with 
a chimney at each corner. The first story twenty feet 
high, the second one in proportion, with hip roof, and 
cupola in center. Gallery over court room reached by 
two flights of stairs from opposite sides; the building 
entire cost about $12,000. A clerk’s office was 
erected in a separate building on the square with two 
apartments, each sixteen feet square, and fire-proof.”  
Final lathing and plastering was completed in 1818. A 
third story was added and used as a church, ballroom, 
and assembly room, topped by a “lofty spire.” The 
Episcopal Church met here in the late 1840s before 
building a church. On January 24, 1851, this third 
courthouse burned in a fire that was sparked by A. J. 
West’s Pike Street stable. Perrin’s History says that History says that History
“none of the county books or papers were lost.”4      
     William W. Trimble, a Cynthiana lawyer, included 
in his memoirs one of the few descriptions of the third 
courthouse and the separate clerk’s building. Trimble 
worked 1837-1839 for Thomas B. Woodyard, Harrison 

County court clerk, recording deeds, wills, and 
copying other documents. This office had on hand the 
U. S. Gazetteer, Goldsmith’s Annotated Nature, the 
Spectator by Addison and Steele, and other books to Spectator by Addison and Steele, and other books to Spectator
give the young man “a taste for reading.” In 1843 he 
began working in his father’s law office. “He kept his 
office in the northeast corner of the old court house. 
It was a room about 11 feet square partitioned off 
with planks from the open space in the court house 
for the stairway, then ran to the upper stories. There 
was a little closet to it that held about one cord of 
sawed wood. An old fashioned wood stove with the 
pipe projected out of one of the window panes and 
the outer end resting on a post which was stuck in 
the ground out about six or eight feet from the wall. 
When the wind blew from the east the office smoked 
considerably.” During the summer, the room would 
reach one-hundred degrees, and so the occupants 
would sit on the cooler west side in the mornings, in a 
space occupied by the jailer’s office. 5

Fourth Courthouse – 1853 6

The present and fourth courthouse was begun in 1851 
and was completed, except for installing the clock, 
in 1853 by John Huddleston for $12,000.  The Greek 
Revival pattern was influenced by the Gideon Shryock 
designed Franklin County courthouse (1835) with a 
Doric tetra style portico. The court minutes confirm 
court was held in Cynthiana churches during the 
two year construction period, including the Christian, 
Methodist and Presbyterian churches (all have since 
been replaced by newer church buildings).  The stone 
door sills and lintels were hauled by E. Wyatt Martin 
from Cincinnati on wagons. The original layout was 
as follows:  the second story contained an auditorium 

A fine photograph of the 1853 Harrison County courthouse, with a horse and buggy in front and a 
gazebo or bandstand on the right. The cupola appears proportionately larger without the later wings, 
which were added in 1916. Photo, ca.1890, courtesy of www.harrisoncountyky.us. 
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Continued from p. 1
“On the west side there was a stall where Thomas 

Continued on p. 3

Harrison Heritage News – April 2015 (Volume 16, Issue 3)     2   



and two jury rooms, and on the ground floor were 
the circuit court clerk’s office, along with the office of 
county clerk, and office of the county judge, sheriff, 
and two law offices. The Cynthiana News praised the 
new building, but complained that the grounds and 
public square were not attractive. “On one side it is 
flanked with a long low market house, a receptacle 
of beef and other eatables, while on the other side 
the public square is disfigured with irregular one story 
offices that mar the architectural effect of the edifice 
they surround.” By 1877, these smaller buildings on 
the courthouse lot appear to have been removed. 
     In 1856, Samuel Wheritt installed the clock, which 
weighed 3,000 pounds and cost $494.59, a part 
of which was paid by public subscription.  Charles 
Rieckel, a watchmaker and recent immigrant from 
Germany, assisted him.  Mr. Rieckel was in charge 
of the clock during the Civil War and for many years 
thereafter, resigning a few years before the cable 
broke in 1886.  At that time a timber caught and held 
the weights.       
     There was a hitching rack around the “Cynthiana 
Square,” which probably dated to before the Civil 
War. In 1867, the Cynthiana City Council ordered that 
the hitching rack be “the same distance as the old 
ones now there. The posts to be locust six inches in 
diameter at the top, to be three feet in the ground and 
six feet apart and iron rod one and one-half inches 
in diameter to run through the posts eight inches 
from the top and four feet from the ground.” An 1882 
engraving of the courthouse shows a plank fence 
around the courthouse lawn. An iron fence replaced 
the plank fence by 1898. A gazebo or bandstand was 
located in the north yard in a ca. 1890 photo (see p. 
2).

Civil War7

The first incident of record at the courthouse relating 
to the Civil War was not military, but instead a divisive 
factional struggle between those who supported the 
South and those who remained loyal to the Union.  
On September 21 and 23, 1861, citizens attended a 
large courthouse meeting and debated the secession 
issue.  Attending was Lucius Desha, Harrison Coun-
ty’s state representative, whose two sons, Jo and 
Ben, had already recruited Confederate companies 
from the county.      
     During the First Battle of Cynthiana, July 17, 1862, 
Union commander Colonel Landram ordered Captain 
Glass and his artillery crew, with a 12-pounder can-
non, to a location on Main St. near the courthouse.  
Being only a block north of the covered bridge, the 
cannon covered Morgan’s expected point of attack.  
Some of the Federal soldiers retreated from the de-
pot toward the safety of the courthouse, only to find 
themselves surrounded. In the fighting around the 
courthouse square, a Harrison County Home Guard 
was killed instantly from gunshots that “splattered his 
brains against the courthouse wall.” After the town 
was captured, the Confederates marched the Union 
prisoners to the courthouse. Their paroles were made 
out later that evening. The Rebels burned 300 Union 
muskets at the courthouse after breaking them over 
the wheels of railroad platform cars. After Morgan’s 
Raiders left the state, Federal soldiers held about thir-
ty Confederate prisoners at the courthouse, who were 
possibly left behind as wounded or missing. Federal 
soldiers forced some local farmers, suspected to be 
pro-Confederate, to provide food for the prisoners.
     In the Second Battle of Cynthiana, during Mor-
gan’s early morning attack on June 11, 1864, Union 

Harrison County courthouse, 1940s Postcard

Continued on p. 4
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In 1856, Samuel Wheritt 
installed the clock, which 
weighed 3,000 pounds and cost 
$494.59, a part of which was 
paid by public subscription. New 
dials and lights were added in 
1922.



soldiers at the depot fled north along the railroad 
tracks to the Rankin Hotel on Pike Street and other 
nearby buildings, including the courthouse.  A 
reporter from a Cincinnati newspaper accompanied 
the 168th Ohio and found himself in the middle of 
the fighting.  He witnessed a company of Union 
soldiers falling back toward the courthouse, where 
they began firing out the windows at the “rebels 
swarming up the streets on foot.”  About seventy 
men from various Union companies made a stand 
on the second floor of the courthouse, but after 
being surrounded they held out a white flag and 
surrendered. It is fortunate Morgan’s officer did not 
burn the courthouse to force a surrender. 
     A Union soldier, Adjutant Edmund Wood, 
watched  from the courthouse clock tower for most 
of the afternoon and evening. He and a staff as-
sistant were hiding in the courthouse when the 
Confederates surrounded the building, but escaped 
detection when they hid in the dark recesses of 
the clock tower.  From this vantage point overlook-
ing downtown, Wood could hear the Confederate 
soldiers “making a great deal of noise down stairs, 
breaking guns, and swearing.”   
     The hiding place had one drawback, the earsplit-
ting noise from the large clock bell which “struck 
the hours regularly.” Wood and his friend finally 
sneaked out undetected about midnight.  Crawl-
ing on the second story floor, Wood said, “I passed 
over the body of one dead man, came to the doors 
leading to a wide stairway...crawled downstairs 
on [my] hands and knees to the [north] door” and 
escaped down the alley toward Poplar Street, to the 
Licking River.
     General Burbridge’s troops arrived the next day, 
June 12, 1864, and defeated Morgan’s Raiders 
at the present site of Battle Grove Cemetery. The 

Federals held nearly 300 captured Confederates 
at the courthouse overnight. Squads of Federal 
soldiers gathered the Union dead from downtown 
and carried them to the courthouse for identification 
before the bodies were temporarily buried in the Old 
Cemetery on North Main Street. 
     For the occasion of the funeral of Abraham Lin-
coln in Washington, on April 19, 1865, the governor 
and Cynthiana city council ordered that the front of 
the courthouse be draped in black.  
      After the war, the fifth reunion of the Confeder-
ate Orphan Brigade was held at the courthouse, 
August 6, 1886. On January 19, 1917, Confederate 
veterans again assembled here. There were also 
Union reunions held at Cynthiana, probably at the 
courthouse.

North and South Wings Added8

The Cynthiana Democrat, dated June 4, 1914, car-
ried a large architectural drawing of the proposed 
additions, accompanied by a complete description. 
October 8, 1914, the Democrat carried a story stat-
ing that the Harrison County Fiscal Court had let the 
contract for the building of the wings to Interstate 
Construction Co. of Louisville for $13,940, however, 
on March 27, 1915, the contract was voided. It 
seems that the county took over the completion of 
the project. Mr. J. R. Poindexter’s suggestions as to 
the completion were to be followed. At this meeting 
Judge R. M. Collier suggested that the first floors 
of both wings be removed and new concrete floors 
be installed. The second floor of the north wing was 
unsafe and should be replaced with a new concrete 
floor. The second floor of the south wing could re-
main providing it passed inspection when the forms 
were removed. On July 16, 1915, it was decided to 
improve the main part of the court house 

Harrison County 
courthouse, aerial 
view, 1970s.
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in connection to adding the wings. July 27, 1915, 
interior work was discussed, including the decorating 
of the Circuit Court room. February 16, 1916, other in-
terior decorations were discussed and it was ordered 
that bids be let for book racks.     
     At the October 3, 1916, meeting of the court it 
was ordered that, “The Report of the Court House 
Improvement Committee” be received and accepted, 
recorded and published. The cost for construction of 
the wings, including the work in Contract of Interstate 
Construction Co. totaled $13,353.10. This does not 
include work done on the main part of courthouse. At 
the November 24, 1917, meeting it was decided that 
a new heating system would be installed.      
     The National Register of Historic Places inven-
tory form states that the wings, designed by architect 
John T. Gillig,  are well-proportioned and harmonious 
although they modified the original sense of a clas-
sical temple. The fanlight was added over the main 
entrance by the time the wings were added. 

Clock mishaps and modernizations
The clock was improved with new dials and electric 
lights in 1922.  The cables holding the clock weights 
failed in April 1933 and again in July 1942. In each 
case the weights, weighing fifty pounds each and 
numbering eighteen or more, fell through the floor 
of the cupola to the stairway, then rolled down to the 
lobby, causing much damage. After the last mishap 
the clock and bell remained silent for over two years 
until repairs were made in December 1944. At that 
time the I. T. Verdin Co., Cincinnati, repaired and 
electrified the timepiece.
     Above the landing, at the top of the stairways 
leading to the courtroom, can be seen a rope, extend-
ing through the ceiling, tied into a hangman’s knot.  
Originally this rope extended within reach of a per-
son standing on the landing.  The bell could be rung 

manually by pulling on the rope.  In the distant past, 
the courthouse bell was used to summon jurors, for 
alarms such as fires, as a curfew for slaves, and other 
purposes. 9

Courthouse additions considered
Smaller changes to the appearance of the public 
square occurred in 1937 when the fiscal court allowed 
the city to widen Main Street by taking four feet 
of the public square in front of the courthouse for 
parking places, and in 1938, when the courthouse 
was painted white. Proposals in 1976 to either build 
a new courthouse or expand the existing one were 
set aside after a group of concerned citizens, Save 
Our Courthouse, objected. The fiscal court instead 
approved a $100,000 renovation, which included 
installing paneled wood wainscoting in the entry, 
reworking the ceramic tile floors and walls, painting 
the walls and installing chandeliers.  
     Some pressure was taken off making major 
structural changes to accommodate needed office 
space when the fiscal court purchased the old Smith-
Rees funeral home for a county clerk’s office and 
annex. After the 1997 flood damaged many records, 
the county clerk’s office was relocated to a building 
on Oddville Avenue acquired from Harrison Rural 
Electric, where it remained until January 2015.  In 
1998, plans were published for another expansion 
of the courthouse, this time approximately tripling 
its size with rear extensions closing Court Street. 
However, this plan was set aside after the fiscal court 
approved the Harrison County Justice Center in 1999, 
which was completed in 2001.10

     The Harrison County courthouse was placed on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1974, 
and included in the Cynthiana Commercial District 
– National Register of Historic Places (1982.) The 
building was considered significant because of its 

(right) The Harrison County Justice Center, 
completed in 2001, is located on Court Street 
behind the Harrison County courthouse. It has 
one district and one circuit courtroom, The 
circuit clerk’s office is also located on the first 
floor of building.  In addition, offices for court 
support services including Court Designated 
Worker and Pretrial Services are located in the 
building. The Justice Center was planned and 
designed by CMW, Inc. This corner was the 
site of the Harrison County courthouse annex, 
which was formerly the Smith-Rees Funeral 
Home. Photo, Philip Naff. 
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Old Log House Used as a Courthouse.

Dr. James McPheeters built the two-story log house on 
Court Street in 1790, later owned by D. R. Rees. It was in 
Perrin’s History of Bourbon, Scott, Harrison and Nicholas 
Counties, Ky. (1882) that the author claimed the old log 
house had been “successively residence, court house, 
law office, printing office, and, perhaps church. Local 
historians challenged the use as a courthouse, however, 
they overlooked court records referring to this use, as 
follows, found in Harrison County circuit court records: 
“November Court 1811, The Court proceeded to take in 
the claims against the County as follows (to wit)...[item 7] 
To William Stewart for sundry repairs done to McPheeters 
house broke when used by the Circuit at Feby 1811. 
Perrin recorded in 1882 that Henry Clay defended the 
House brothers in an 1806 murder trial in this house. 12

“The Old Log House,” or, 1790 McPheeters/Rees 
House, on Court Street before remodeling and addi-
tions. County court records confirm its use for a short 
time as a courthouse.

Rear of courthouse and courthouse bell in cupola, 
1961, B. Penn.

Continued from p. 5

architecture, age, role in county government, and site of famous trials, including David Sheeley. 
Nationally-known lawyers tried cases here: Henry Clay, John G. Carlisle, Stanley F. Reed, and 
Judge John Trimble. In 2014 the interior of the courthouse was remodeled, adding an elevator 
and converting the former second-story court room into offices. The work was completed and the 
renovated courthouse occupied in January 2015.

Fifth Courthouse – 2001
The Harrison County Justice Center on Court Street was completed in 2001. The building is 28,000 square 
feet and contains all administrative offices of the court agencies, with one district and one circuit courtroom. 
The Kentucky Administrative Office of the Courts and the Harrison County Fiscal Court planned the judicial 
center.        Endnotes for this article on p. 8.

Second courthouse bid notice, Kentucky Gazette, June 20, 1798.
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Shown are original uses Shown are original uses 
of courthouse rooms after after 

wings were added.
Plans of courthouse by Dave Plans of courthouse by Dave 

Kennedy, 2008.
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Endnotes 
(This issue is an update and revison of the October 2008 (vol. 9 no. 10) newsletter)

Introduction: Garr, Elisabeth Headley, The History of Kentucky CourthousesThe History of Kentucky CourthousesT , 78; “Daniel Boone Surveyed.” Harrison 
Heritage News, May 2006. Note: Rich Anderson also contributed to this courthouse history.
1 McDowell, Mrs. Marshall, “Early Minute Book Gives Court History,” Log Cabin, April 21, 1950; Rogers, Lloyd, 
“Notes on Local Government in Early Harrison County, Ky.”, Harrison Heritage News, v. 6-11;  Perrin, Wm. Henry 
(ed.), History of Bourbon, Scott, Harrison and Nicholas Counties, Ky., 247, 248; Feix, Charles W. (chairman), One 
Hundred and Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of Harrison County, 11, 15; Garr, History of Kentuckiy Courthouses, 78.
1a Harrison County Record Book A, p. 24; Harrison County Court of Quarter Sessions, Record Book A, Dec 1797, p. 114  
Commissioners appointed to draft a plan; Mar 1798, p. 122  Plan returned; Mar 1798, p. 124  Superintendents appointed; 
Aug 1799, p. 195  Sheriff ordered to pay Henry Zumwalt, the builder, $500; Mar 1800, p. 215  Completed courthouse 
received by the Commission. Kentucky Gazette, June 20, 1798 p. 4 “To be let to the lowest bidder in the first Tuesday 
July next in the town of Cynthiana, it being court day, the building of a court house for the county of Harrison, the house 
to be built of brick. The plan and terms will be made known on that day.” 
2 Slade, George D., “The Market Place,” Harrison Heritage News, v. 2-7; Rogers, Lloyd, “Notes on Local Government 
in Early Harrison County, Ky.”, Harrison Heritage News, v. 6-11. 1812 jail from Record Book B, 273.
3 Perrin, History, 252;  Peddicord, Virgil, Cynthiana Since 1790, 40. 
4  Perrin, History, 252; Harrison Co. Record Book, April 1818; Cromwell, John M., Cromwell’s Comments, 4.
5 Penn, William A., “William W. Trimble’s Memoirs,” Harrison Heritage News, v. 8-4; Trimble, Cassandra Webb, 
“Autobiography of Judge William Wallace Trimble,” unpublished manuscript. 
6 Perrin, History, 220; Cynthiana News, August 11, 1853, July 9, 1867; Lancaster, Clay, Antebellum Architecture of 
Kentucky, 195..
7 Penn, William A., “Harrison County, Ky., Courthouse in the Civil War,” Harrison Heritage News, v. 2-12; Home Guard 
killed was Jerry Lawson. See Bill Porter, William Lawson, A Scottish Rebel, p. 319.
8 Slade, George E., “Harrison County, Kentucky, Court House: North and South Wings Added,” Harrison Heritage 
News, v. 1-8; National Register of Historic Places Inventory - Nomination Form (1974), Kentucky Heritage Council.
9 Slade, George D., “The Court House Clock,” Harrison Heritage News, v. 2-6.
10 Cynthiana Democrat, May 19, 1977;  the significance of the courthouse from National Register of Historic Places - 
Inventory-Nomination Form (1974).
11 Ibid, 248.
12 It was in Perrin’s History of Bourbon, Scott, Harrison and Nicholas Counties, Ky. (1882) that the author claimed the 
old log house had been “successively residence, court house, law office, printing office, and, perhaps, church.”11  George 
Slade, a Cynthiana historian, examined the court records, which are complete from the first session, and wrote: “Some 
accounts state that the building was used as a courthouse and that Henry Clay practiced law here. This is unlikely, as 
there is no mention of it in the official records of the county, and there was already a public courthouse in use on the 
adjoining Public Square.” Virgil Peddicord, in Cynthiana Since 1790, agreed, writing: “There is no record or mention of 
court ever having been held in this [McPheeters/Rees] building.” Mrs. Marshall McDowell reached this same conclusion 
in a lengthy Cynthiana Log Cabin article after examining all the court minutes. She also pointed out that the minutes 
verify the 1806 murder trial where Henry Clay defended the House brothers in Circuit Court was held in the courthouse, 
not the McPheeters/Rees log houseSlade, George D., “The Old Log House,” Harrison Heritage News, 3-9; Peddicord, 
Cynthiana Since 1790, 47; Log Cabin, April 21, 1950; use of a courthouse was found by Rich Anderson as follows: 
Harrison County court records: “November Court 1811, The Court proceeded to take in the claims against the County 
as follows (to wit)...[item 7] To William Stewart for sundry repairs done to McPheeters house broke when used by the 
Circuit at Feby 1811.” Cynthiana Democrat, Dec. 5, 2013.
13 Cynthiana Democrat, June 17, 1999; Cynthiana Democrat, December 11, 2014.
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2014 Renovation of Courthouse Second Floor
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This page: Floor plans and views of 
the renovated second floor hall and 
main stairway entrance. Contractors 
were Brandstetter Carroll Inc. and 
Trace Creek Construction. Photos, 
B. Penn.
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President’s Corner 
- Don Wagoner

At our March 21 monthly meeting, 
Don Lee’s presentation about British 
Captain Henry Bird’s June 24, 1780, 
attack on and capture of Ruddle’s 
Station, near today’s Lair Station, was 

riveting, from the first word to the last one. I had never head 
the exact size of Bird’s force being an American Indian 
army of 1,000 men and accompanied by 150 white men, 
while Ruddle’s Station had a little more than 400 men, 
women, children and slaves. I am pleased Mr. Lee became 
a member of our historical society, as well as Ms. Elizabeth 
K. Darnell, owner of the Ruddle’s Station site.
     Ms. darnell has invited us to visit the Ruddle’s Station 
site, monument, and cliff-side burial vault, on May 16, 
2015. There is no cost to you. We will travel by the Cynthi-
ana First Methodist Church van, departing from the church 
parking lot at the corner of E. Pike Street and S. Church 
Street. A form will be mailed to you to sign up for this trip. 
Fill out the form and mail it to arrive in our PO Box 411 not 
later than May 7, 2015.
     Our next monthly meeting is scheduled for April 23, 
7 p.m., in the second floor courtroom of the old Harrison 
county courthouse located on Main Street. There is an 
elevator to the second floor. The Harrison County Judge-ex-
ecutive, the Honorable Alex Barnett, will present a program 
about the courthouse’s history and recent $1.3 million 
renovation. We will be given a tour of certain areas of the 
building. There are never evening meetings or tours of the 
courthouse, but an exception has been made for us. I am 
calling for a maximum attendance by our members for this 
rare event.
     A June 6 field trip is planned to visit Blue Licks Ken-
tucky state Park. More details and a sign up form will be 
mailed to you. Fill out the form and return it by May 15. We 
will travel by the Cynthiana First Methodist Church van, 
free. Your cost for museum admission and battlefield tour is 
a grand total of $1.00.

Harrison County Historical Society 
Meeting - March 21 

We met in the First United Methodist Church. Kenneth Simpson reported 
that four students toured the museum, spending two hours learning more 
about the community’s history.
      Don Wagoner is organizing a day trip to Blue Licks State Park on June K. Darnell, owner of the Ruddle’s Station site.      Don Wagoner is organizing a day trip to Blue Licks State Park on June K. Darnell, owner of the Ruddle’s Station site.
6. We will leave Cynthiana at 9:30 a.m., tour the museum in the park, 
have lunch in the Lodge and walk about the battlefield after lunch. Plans 
for this outing will be finalized in the April meeting. Anyone interested 
may call Don (234-5598) or send a note to the Historical Society (P.O. 
Box 411). The cost to tour the museum is $1.00.
      Program: Don Lee, with the Ruddles and Martins Station Histori-
cal Association, held the members’ attention with his description of the 
movements of the British troops in June 1780, under Col. Henry Bird, 
their Shawnee Indian allies who attacked settlers taking refuge in Ruddles 
Station . The British and Indians took 470 prisoners whom they marched 
back northward. Before reaching Detroit, the prisoners were divided . The 
British took their prisoners on the Detroit and held them. Sam VanHook, 
the ancestor of Don Lee was held  two and a half years until the end of the 
war. However, the Indians slaughtered many of their prisoners. Charles 

NEW MEMBERS
Logan Bruce, Cynthiana, KY

Elizabeth K. Darnell, Cynthiana, KY
Jerry King, Lovelnad, OH

Henry D. Lee, Falmouth, KY
Hargis Fryman, Jr., Cynthiana, KY

Timothy Miley, Berry, KY (town correction)
Rebecca Wilson-Florence, Cynthiana, KY

Upcoming Events and Meetings
Historical Society Meeting dates: Spring-Fall 2015, May-Oct., 4th 
Thursday, 7 pm; November, 3rd Thurs. 7 pm. Hospice of the Blue Grass 
on Oddville Avenue, 1317 US HWY 62E. Meeting room is 1st floor rear 
entrance. April meeting will be at the courthouse as noted below.

April 19 - Cincinnati Civil War Roundtable will be taking a Battles of 
Cynthiana tour. 
April 23 - Historical Society meeting will be at the second floor court 
room of the Harrison County courthouse. The meeting will be hosted by 
the Harrison County Judge Executive, the Honorable Alex Barnett, who 
will present material on the history and recent $1.3 million renovation of 
the building. There is an elevator to the second floor. The meeting will 
start at 7 pm.
May 16 -  Historical Society sponsored field trip to site of Ruddle’s Sta-
tion, near Lair, on the Darnell farm. 
May 28 - Historical Society Meeting. The Eastside and Northside El-
ementary Schools History Clubs will present their annual programs. 
June 6 - Historical Society sponsored field trip to Blue Licks State 
Park.
June 13 - Ruddles’ and Martin’s Station Historical Assoc. “Gathering 
2015.” Members will meet at Cynthiana, with trips to site of Ruddle’s 
Station, Ft. Boonesborough, Lower Howard’s Creek. More information 
at http://ramsha1780.org/.
June 20-21 - Battles of Cynthiana Reenactment - Elk’s Farm. US 62E;  
contact: Michael Brown,  859-533-8078; brownmw@sjhlex.org.
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When school groups visit the museum, one of their favorite dis-
plays is the wonderful model of Cynthiana before 1900 built by 
Harold Slade and Neville Haley with contributions from Donald 
Hill and Raymond Landrum. When a docent asks the children 
to identify the courthouse, they inevitably say, “Where is it?” or 
“It isn’t a part of the town.”  They do not recognize the red brick 
building without its wings.
     The museum collection of photographs contains several of the 
courthouse at various time periods.  One early drawing shows the 
red brick square with  great trees and horses and buggies around 
it. A photo from the late 1920’s or early 1930’s includes the fence 
around the red brick court house with the added wings. A band-
stand is to the right of the courthouse.
     Another photograph taken during World War II is of a huge 
billboard entitled “In the Armed Forces.”  This billboard stood 
in the northeast corner of the courthouse yard. Listed on the 
billboard are one thousand plus names - those from Harrison 
County serving our country during World War II.  The grand 
fence around the court house was taken down as a part of the war 
effort’s scrap drive in 1942.
      The Museum has a globe (actually the pieces of a globe) from 
a courthouse lamp post was saved by James Brooks and meticu-

lously restored by Harold Slade. Construction of the original part 
of the courthouse was completed about 1853. In 1856,the clock 
was installed in the court house cupola.  The entire mechanism 
weighed about 3000 pounds. On April 24, 1933, the cable bearing 
the weights snapped sending the 1500 pound cable of twisted 
weights crashing through the second story to the stairway in the 
lobby, where it rolled down the steps to the first floor. Thanks 
to the Harrison County Fiscal Court, four of the original clock 
weights are on display in the museum.  he weight powered clock 
machinery was later replaced with the present electric motor 
driven mechanism.
     Our museum collection holds a wealth of some eighty video-
tapes, all related to the museum and Cynthiana-Harrison County 
history. These tapes currently are being transferred to DVD’s.  
One of the most amazing tapes is of several men touring the cu-
pola of the courthouse. They discuss the clock mechanisms, show 
marvelous views from the top, and discuss dates and graffiti writ-
ten there. Another museum item is a bayonet scabbard which was 
found in the cupola after the Civil War -  the scabbard belonged 
to a soldier who hid in the cupola. There is so much to see and 
learn. (Reprinted from the October 2008 newsletter.) 

Harrison Co. courthouse in 1882 engraving from Perrin’s History of Bourbon, Scott, Harrison and Nicholas Co., Ky.

Courthouse artifacts - old photos, globe, weights, and bayonet

Kenny Simpson, Curator         www.HarrisonCountyKy.US/Museum
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Northside Elementary students - History Club projects
Teddy Taylor - Successful coach 
discussed his Cynthiana mentors.

Phillip Foley - Indian 
artifacts collector and 
historian.

Brandon Slone - Archivist 
of military records, Ken-
tucky Historical Society.

Susan Hughes - expert on early quilts and civilian 
clothing - Shakertown Museum Mgr & Historian. Sally Swinford - Cynthiana 

historical relics.

SOME OF THE SPEAKERS FROM PAST HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS


