
Harrison Heritage News
Published monthly 

Harrison Heritage News
Published monthly 

Harrison Heritage News
by

Harrison County Historical Society, PO Box 411, Cynthiana, KY 41031

Award of Merit - Publication or Journal, 2007 Kentucky History Awards Program
  http://home.comcast.net/~harrisoncountykyus/

October 2013October 2013October                                    Vol. 14 No. 10

Of all the pieces that compose our history, it can be said that build-
ings probably are the most tangible. The men and women are in their 
graves and often little remembered; the events that once seemed so 
important are known only through the pages of books and newspa-
pers. But the residences and the business houses that remain are vis-
ible links with the past.    Clay Lancaster, Vestiges of the Venerable City

Depot photo, 1961, B. Penn



Harrison County Historical 
Society

Don Wagoner, President
Brian Harney, Vice President

Marilynn Bell, Secretary
Dorothy Slade, Treasurer

JOIN THE HARRISON CO. HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 
Dues are $12/year and includes this monthly newsletter. 
Send check to HCHS, PO 411, Cynthiana, Ky. 41031. 
Meetings are the third Thursday every month at the Cyn-
thiana-Harrison County Public Library Annex (Charles W. 
Feix Room) on Pleasant Street behind Biancke’s Restau-
rant, starting at 7 pm. The public is invited.
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October 17, 2013 Historical Society Program
The meeting was comprised of an open discussion among those attend-
ing about the new Harrison County history book. The president encour-
aged members to get their family histories written and sent in  a timely 
submitted by the November 23 deadline. Publication is anticipated to 
be by November 2014. As noted in the last newsletter, photographs will 
be returned. As collected photos and stories will be numbered and filed. 
Brochures will be inserted in the Cynthiana Democrat on September 
26 and there will be additional brochures available for distribution in 
places such as the public library, Biancke’s and The Vault.   
      Judge Alex Barnett spoke to members of the Historical Society and 
Museum Volunteers at the Museum on Friday, October 11th at 10:30 
about plans for the old courthouse. The museum was offered some 
pieces of furniture, such as glass-front cabinets, from the courthouse, 
which will not be reused in the remodeled offices.
          Submitted by Marilynn Bell, secretary
       

History Calendar
Nov. 19 - Historical Society Meeting at Museum - CHS 
Alumni Committee will discuss preservation efforts
Dec. 6 - Historical Society/Museum Christmas potluck  
First United Methodist Church 6 pm.
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Harrison County History in The City Buzz 
Mary Riggs Lebus has for some time featured a “This Old 
House” series in this community magazine with articles on 
historic homes and farms. Some have told about the fate 
of houses Katherine Wilson wrote about in her book,“This 
Old House.”  Pick up a free copy or read the archives at 
www.thecitybuzz.net. Contact: The City Buzz Magazine 
- Publisher: F. D. LeBus Co., Inc. 117 N. Main, Suite 1  
- Cynthiana, Ky.  41031 / Phone:  859-588-2696. 

View of downtown Cyn-
thiana from the former 
Cynthiana High School 
second floor study hall. The 
foreground is the intersection 
of Bridge Street and Clif-
ton Road. The corner white 
house was built in 1905 
according to Peddicord’s 
Cynthiana Since 1790. Some 
readers will remember Miss 
Irene Smith, who taught 
piano here when she owned 
it in the 1940s-60s. She also 
served as organist for First 
United Methodist Church. 
Others will remember chas-
ing balls down the hill dur-
ing school recess ball games. 
Photo, 1961, Bill Penn.



Welcome to Kenny Simpson - New Museum Curator
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The Museum board of directors has named long-time volunteer Kenny Simpson to replace the late 
Harold Slade as Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum curator. Having worked closely with Mr. Slade for 
many years, Kenny is familiar with the collection and the operations of the museum. Photo, B. Penn.
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Gunsmith Name:
(Cynthiana unless noted) Dates: Notes:

Barlow, Jessee  1826-1830  1,4 
Bean, Garrett  1850-1860 1 
Bean, Hiram  1850  1
Bean, Lewis  1850-1860 1
Courtney, Elias  1807-1820 1, 5
[F]lorence, Larson 1860  1
Fryman, Milton  1850-1860 1
Fryman, William 1850-1860 1, 2 Salem
Glass, William  1870  1
Glove, William  1840-1850 1
Good, Joshua J.  1867-1890 1,3
Hampton, Thomas 1811-1837  1, 6 Rutland 
Hance, Isaac  1850  1
Humble, Conrad 1785-1790 9
Ireland, Franklin 1850  1
Karraker & Baker 1906-1907 1, 7
Redmon, H. Jr.  1881-1882 1, 8

Sources in footnotes of Kentucky Gunmakers of the Muzzle Loading Era, and other sources:
1. Shelby W. Gallien, Kentucky Gunmakers of the Muzzle Loading Era 1775-1900, vol. 2, 267.
2. Some Confederate volunteers from Harrison County carried bowie knives and daggers made by blacksmith William C. 
Fryman. This Salem gunsmith also built a double-barreled rifle and shotgun for Pvt. Benjamin A. Taylor in Desha’s company. 
Cynthiana Democrat,Cynthiana Democrat,C  August 7, 1919.
3. Cynthiana News, June 20, 1867, gunsmith advertisement for J. J. Good; Cynthiana City DirectoryCynthiana City DirectoryC , 1879; Kentucky State 
Gazetteer & Business Directory, 1896.Gazetteer & Business Directory, 1896.Gazetteer & Business Director
4. Lindert, Gunmakers of Indiana, 66.
5. Gallien’s source is unpublished family records; immigrated to Kentucky in 1800, married Mary Aavey 17 March 1808, 7 
children. Gallien, Kentucky Gunmakers, vol. I, 59-60.
6. Perrin, History of Bourbon, Scott, Harrison and Nicholas Counties, Ky. (1882) 711. Born Middle Fork Raven Creek, 1790-
1791, son of Andrew Hampton and nephew of General Wade Hampton. “Thomas worked his entire life as a gunsmith and 
farmer in Rutland precinct near Corinth in Harrison County, Ky. He died at his home in Corinth on May 9, 1837. Hampton was 
a cousin of Thomas Hunt, who worked as a gunsmith in Ohio and Illinois.” Gallien, Kentucky Gunmakers, vol. I,115-116.
7. Young & Company’s Business and Professional Directory,Young & Company’s Business and Professional Directory,Y  1906-1907; location, Cynthiana, Court & Main Street.
8. Kentucky Gazetteer & Business Directory, 1881- 1882.
9. Mel Hankla, “Kentucky’s ‘Humble’ Gunsmiths,” Harrison Heritage News, Vol. 12 No. 10 (October 2011).

Kentucky Gunmakers of the Muzzle Loading Era 1775-1900 by Shelby W. Gallien ($149.95, Powder Horn Publications, Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana, 2012) is a comprehensive two-volume survey of known Kentucky gunsmiths. Volume I of the profusely illus-
trated publication is subtitled “Gunmaking History,” with photos of firearms made in Kentucky 1775-1900; Volume II, “Biog-
raphies,” is an aphabetcal listing of the gunmakers mentioned in Volume I, with biographical sketches and sources on each per-
son. Below is a listing of Harrison County gunmakers from Gallien’s Volume II. I have added Conrad Humble, who the author 
lists as Bourbon County, but as noted in the article on Humble in Harrison Heritage NewsHarrison Heritage NewsH  (“Kentucky’s ‘Humble’ Gunsmiths,” 
Mel Hankla, Vol. 12 no. 10, Oct. 2011), Humble lived near Lair before Harrison County was formed from a portion of Bourbon 
County in 1793. William Fryman made firearms for at least one of Jo Desha’s Confederate company in 1861. A blacksmith at 
Berry’s Station, William Slade, is not listed, however he probably made knives - or maybe firearms - for some of Desha’s men 
since he was later arrested in October 1861 for making weapons for Rebel soldiers. (Cincinnati Daily Press, October 5, 1861. 

Gunsmiths of Harrison County Listed in New Book: 
Kentucky Gunmakers by Shelby W. Gallien

Bill Penn
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Reminiscences of Old Cynthiana by Mrs. Capitola VanHook
Cynthiana Democrat, December --, 1929 (from undated clipping)

Note: Notes by editor are in brackets [ ].

(Letter to editor dated Nov. 26, 1929)
Editor Democrat:
I am asking you for space in your paper to answer some of the 
Comments and Queries of Mr. J. M. Cromwell, which have 
been published in the Democrat for some months. I see he has 
made inquiries of “Aunt Mary Curle,” discovering America. 
I think she has forgotten, or it did not impress her enough to 
remember. I have made a search of Memory’s Wall and found 
pictures suspended by threads of knowledge, and tradition, 
which time has so far failed to dim or erase

“ For dear to my heart are the
scenes of my childhood

When fond recollections brings
them to view.”

     The Old Brick House, that stood on the [southwest] 
corner of Pike and Church streets [facing Pike street], where 
they are now erecting the Texaco Filling Station [now 
Methodist Church parking lot], was built by the McMillan 
or Rankin family, for my parents resided in the house from 
March, 1863 to March, 1867, and at that time it belonged to 
the heirs of Mrs. Jno. Keller (Mr. Keller was still living and 
there was a second Mrs. Keller). The first Mrs. John Keller 
was a sister of Mr. Robert Rankin, proprietor and owner of 
the Rankin House (now Hamon Apartments) and their moth-
er was a Miss McMillan and was reared in the little brick 
cottage on Walnut street which was replaced by H. D. Frisbie 
for his furniture store. The heirs of Mrs. Keller I knew of 
were Mr. Lou Keller and his sister, Miss Mollie Keller. Miss 
Mollie made her home at the “Smith House,” with Mrs. Liz 
Smith, her uncle’s widow, and was companion for Miss Anna 
Keller, Mrs. Smith’s blind daughter. I regret to learn that the 
Old Persimmon Tree has been felled. “Old Father Time” and 
the woodman spared it many years. When a tot I had a swing 
suspended from one of the limbs and it was an old tree then 
and bore luscious persimmons.
     When my parents leased the Keller house, Dr. and Mrs. 
George McCloud had been residing there for several years. 
Mrs. McCloud may be remembered by some of her old friends. 
She was a half-sister of Mr. John Shuff. On the opposite side 
of the street from the Keller property was a vacant lot [north-
west corner Pike and Walnut streets], excepting a small frame 
building that was built on posts several feet high, for the lot 
during the wet season was a pond, and the only approach to 
the building was a broad oak plank laid from the street to the 
door. There wasn’t any side walk. This building was occupied 
by Mr. I. N. Webb as a store and I remember I reveled in the 

stick candy, raisins and butterscotch kept in glass candy 
jars on the shelf; and on the end of the counter near the 
door was a tobacco knife used for cutting small plugs of 
tobacco. When Judge Curry built his home on this lot 
[recently demolished], the store room was moved to the 
rear and used for his servant quarters.
      Mr. Jim Curle’s family was living in the property 
now owned by Mrs. Kate Smiser [southeast corner Pike 
and Church streets]. Part of the time we lived in the 
Keller house, but the last year Judge Curry resided there 
while building his house.  Before Mr. Curle made it their 
home. It belonged to an Aunt of Miss Eliza Lair.
     I think Mr. John Rice Gruelle had the first studio 
of any note in Cynthiana, for my mother had a great 
many Daguerreotypes taken by him as far back as 1852, 
and his studio was on the corner of Rat-Row and Court 
street; the side of the building faced Court street. Mr. 
Gruelle was reared in the two-story frame house at the 
intersection of Court and Pleasant street; that old house 
was built by the Moore’s. Mr. Gruelle’s mother was a 
Miss Moore. My uncle, Judge W. H. Bassett, married a 
sister of Mr. Gruelle. My uncle moved from Kentucky 
to Arcola, Illinois, when quite a young man and resided 
there until his death. After Mr. Gruelle moved to Illi-
nois I think Mr. Robert [Lafayette ?] Grinnan used the 
same building for a studio. Mr. Hope Redmon, Sr., had 
his first studio in a car, and when not traveling it was 
stationed on Pike street on a vacant lot adjoining Mr. F. 
M. Gray’s store. I have a tin type of myself taken by the 
Rohr Bros. in 1868. It is of a very small child like Mr. 
Cromwell’s. This studio was located on Walnut street 
where one of the Frisbie duplex now stands, the one on 
the alley. This building, Mr. Ope Day’s carpenter shop, 
two lumber yards and the old building owned by Mr. 
Henry Cromwell were all destroyed by fire in 1870 or 
1871.
     My daughter, Mrs. H. H. VanHook, is a descendant 
of the Bodie family. Her grandmother on the paternal 
side was Sebra Bodie, and her uncle, Seth Warfield, of 
Columbia, Tennessee, married his cousin, Miss Cloe 
Bodie, of Alabama, even now a very handsome woman 
with grown grandchildren and still retains much of the 
charm of the southern belle. With my daughter’s assis-
tance I am trying to locate the grand-daughter of Miss 
Claudie Bodie (who married Senator Money of Missis-
sippi). Mr. Cromwell spoke of possessing the likeness. 
If so he may have the pleasure of presenting her with 
the picture, for if she resembles her grandmother and 

Continued next page



Harrison Heritage News – October 2013 (Volume 14, Issue 10)   

6

other members of this Bodie line I have met, she will pos-
sess much of the beauty of the belles of the Sunny South. I 
possess quite a few pictures of friends taken by Mr. L. Grin-
nan and Hope Redmon, Jr.
     How I should have enjoyed the Centennial meeting of the 
Presbyterian Church! The first church service and the first 
Sunday School I ever attended was in the old brick white-
washed building and the minister was Bishop Forsythe. It 
was located where the present building now stands and was 
so small I was attended by my nurse. I was reared a Presby-
terian but wandered from the fold. My father’s relatives on 
paternal line were all Presbyterians. They emigrated from 
Scotland in 1725 to Pennsylvania. My great grandfather, 
Captain William Woods, was born in Hopewell township, 
Cumberland county, Penn., Feb. 27th, 1751; was a soldier 
of the Revolution. He was under General Ebenezer Braden 
for seven years in the Continental line. He was converted 

and in the ministry of the great William Tennant, of Fagg’s 
Manor, Penn., emigrated to Kentucky in 179 - and in 1798 
settled in the old block house on Wood’s run where in after 
years T. J. Megibben built Edgewater Distillery. He was 
a member of old Mt. Pleasant church and lived past the 
century milestone and his remains lie in the yard of the old 
church where he served his Maker for so many years. The 
old church was located in the Mt Vernon neighborhood of 
Harrison county, Ky., and on the Mt. Vernon road.
     As to the business men advertised in the Cynthiana 
News, Apr. 1869, edited by A. J. Morey, I knew all of them 
(not personally for I was a small child) and the location 
of their business. I think there was an error in one of the 
places of business. It was not  the firm of Merrett & James-
on. Mr. Jameson was named Merrett. [bottom of clipping 
missing].
        /signed/ Mrs. Capitola VanHook

VanHook Reminiscences continued from p.5

Location of buildings mentioned in the VanHook letter

1. Old Brick House - Keller house; Texaco site
2. Rankin House (Smith House) hotel
3. I. N. Webb store; later Judge Curry residence
4. Jim Curle/Kate Smiser residence
5. John R. Gruelle/photography studio
6. “Rat Row” nickname for Court Place/
7. Rohr Brothers studio.
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1877 Beers Map (detail)
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