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“A Distinguished Collection of Buildings”: Cynthiana Commercial
District - National Register of Historic Places
Edited by Bill Penn
The Cynthiana Commercial District was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1982 because it
“ranks among the best examples of its type in the Bluegrass region.” It is a survey of seventy architecturally significant buildings, along with their addresses and owners at that time. This National Register District recognition
should be promoted by both the Chamber of Commerce and local government on Web sites and tourism literature.
Most cities with this prestigious designation post signs such as “Now Entering Cynthiana Commercial District National Register of Historic Places.” Below are excerpts from the 1982 National Register nomination form, which
can be found on the Internet at: http://pdfhost.focus.nps.gov/docs/NRHP/Text/82001567.pdf.
The Cynthiana Commercial District consists of the two blocks of South .Main Street from Bridge Street to Pleasant
Street, and the two blocks of East Pike Street from South Main Street to Church Street. This area comprises the core of
the town’s late nineteenth century commercial architecture. With a population of approximately 8,000, Cynthiana is the
seat of government for Harrison County in the north-central portion of the Bluegrass, Thirty miles to the south is Lexington, the only metropolitan center in the Bluegrass, and fifty miles to the north is the large urban center of Cincinnati,
Ohio,
The economy of the county is primarily agricultural. The boundaries have been determined so as to encompass all
of Cynthiana’s late nineteenth century commercial buildings which comprise an historic entity and an architectural
unity. The district is bounded on the south by the Licking River, on the west and north by residential areas, while the
east is varied commercial development. South Main Street which is U. S. 27 is the major north-south thoroughfare;
while East Pike Street is the primary eastern artery. Although ranging from the first quarter of the nineteenth century
through 1929, the greatest percentage of the buildings were constructed during the last three decades of the nineteenth
century and are primarily two and three-story brick structures. Of the 70 buildings included within the district boundaries, only three are considered intrusions and two are deemed non-historic contributing. Intrusions are: the Farmers
National Bank, 110 East Pike Street, 1 Market Street, a municipal parking lot on the east side of the 100 block of South
Main Street, a vacant lot on the east side of the 10 block of South Main, and a municipal parking lot on the north side
of the 100 block of East Pike Street.
The west side of the 100 block of South Main is a densely built row of two and three-story brick and stone buildings constructed from 1820 to 1910, and includes six of the oldest buildings within the district. The National Bank of
Cynthiana is the highlight of the block, being a two-story Neo-Classical style structure of smooth stone surface with a
colossal portico in the Ionic Order, A dentilled enriched entablature with an adorned parapet complete the facade. The
entrance is accentuated by an embellished pedimented entablature within a segmental rounded arch, Proceeding in a
southward direction from the bank, Nos, 108, 110, and 114 are two-story brick structures dating from the 1820s and
1840s which share similar elements, Nos. 108 and 114 feature facades complemented with limestone lintels and sills,
bracketed cornices and common bond brickwork, 110 South Main displays a more formal style with Flemish bond
brick work, jack arches over all bays and ornate window trim consisting of reeded bull’s eye corner blocks. All three
buildings are used as offices. The two-story brick structure at 116 South Main incorporates elements of the Italianate
and Gothic Revival styles of dual-gabled facade and two second story windows enhanced by limestone pedimented label mold; No, 118 is a three-story brick structure with projecting bracketed and dentilled cornice and limestone lintels
and sills. Three two-story brick buildings, constructed ca: 1840-1860, complete the block, Nos. 122 and 126 exhibit
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Susan Hughes presented the June 20 Program

June 20, 2013 Historical Society Program

Program: The June 20th meeting of the Harrison County Historical Society opened with a program on “Quilts and the Underground Railroad
Myths” presented by Susan Lyons Hughes. She also gave a program
last June at our meeting. Susan Hughes has been the Museum and Special Programs Manager at Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill since 1994. A
frequent speaker at regional and national conferences, Susan’s research
interests are historic architecture, 19th century funeral and mourning
customs, and the Civil War. Mrs. Hughes described how the stories
about escaping slaves used quilts as signs to guide them to safe havens
were not based on personal oral histories passed down. Also, there is no
evidence of a quilt code using patterns or colors to aid escapes. Colors
and patterns of quilts vary from state to state and some patterns did not
come into existence until the post-war era. For example the Log Cabin
pattern believed to signal a “safe house” dates from 1869. Additionally,
the underground railroad did not function during the war. Mrs. Hughes
said that many of the stories sprang up following a discussion of the
book, “Hidden in Plain View” on the Oprah Winfrey television show
in 1993. Since then many books, mostly children’s books, have been
printed and accepted as fact without research or documentation to support the information presented. The idea of a quilt code to direct slaves
to freedom makes a good story but it is not good history. She ended her
presentation with a summary of upcoming events at Shaker Village.
Following Mrs. Hughes’ very interesting presentation a business
discussion dealt with the now defunct copier and the problem of how to
continue printing the newsletter. Brian Harney, the newest member of
the Harrison County Historical Society, has assumed the duty of organizing the printing and distributing the newsletter. All members wanting to receive the newsletter online are asked to contact Marilynn Bell,
Bill Penn or Brian Harney. A website is set up and will be available to
anyone who wishes to be ‘paper free’. Submitted by Marilynn Bell.

This Victorian brick residence on the northwest
corner of Pike and Church Streets was built ca.
1882 by James A. Remington (1839-1917). Remington was son of Greenup Remington, builder of
the Cynthiana covered bridge. He was a Confederate soldier, enlisting in the 2nd KY Infantry
(Orphan Brigade). Remington owned a grocery
store downtown for many years after the war. He
was buried at Battle Grove Cemetery. The house
was demolished this year. (Source: Peddicord,
Cynthiana Since 1790, p. 127; www.familyforgetmenots.org.)
Harrison County’s Lost Buildings column is part
of a series. See the newsletter’s index in the Dec.
2012 issue for earlier columns.
JOIN THE HARRISON CO. HISTORICAL SOCIETY.
Dues are $12/year and includes this monthly newsletter. Send check to HCHS, PO 411, Cynthiana, Ky. 41031.
Meetings are the third Thursday every month at the Cynthiana-Harrison County Public Library Annex (Charles W.
Feix Room) on Pleasant Street behind Biancke’s Restaurant,
starting at 7 pm. The public is invited.

Next Program - July 18 - Melissa Jergensen will discuss
and sign her new book - Covered Bridges of Harrison
County, Kentucky. 7 pm. Directions - see next column.
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Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum

(above) A section of the military exhibit at the Museum, displaying uniforms and photos of Harrison County soldiers.
(below) Battle of Cynthiana Reenactment participants on June 15 in closing ceremony. Photos, B. Penn
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Historic District - Continued from p. 1
common bond brick work and limestone lintels and sills, while No. 124, also done in common bond, is accented with
limestone hood molds and label molds. Although originally constructed as dwellings for the Wooden family, the buildings
were later used as a boarding house, and since 1932, have served as the offices of the Whaley Funeral Home. According to
local tradition, Confederate General John Hunt Morgan made his headquarters here during one of the battles in Cynthiana.
Representing the core of the business section of one of the oldest towns in Kentucky, the Cynthiana Commercial District
comprises a noteworthy concentration of well-preserved late nineteenth century commercial architecture. This distinguished collection of buildings produces a streetscape which evokes an ambience that is clearly distinct from the rest of
Cynthiana. As such, the commercial district ranks among the best examples of its type in the Bluegrass region,
Cynthiana was established by an act of the Second General Assembly of Kentucky on December 10,1793. The same
year Harrison County was formed from parts of Bourbon and Scott counties, and named for Col, Benjamin Harrison, a
Revolutionary War veteran and member of the state convention which drafted the first constitution of Kentucky. Cynthiana was named for Cynthia and Anna, the daughters of Robert Harrison/ who had given the land for the public square.
Historically agricultural, the county’s major - crops throughout the nineteenth century were corn, hemp, oats, rye, tobacco,
and wheat. In addition, the breeding and raising of livestock played a significant role in the economy of the county. Cynthiana developed northward and eastward from the Licking River. The present Main Street became the first “Main Street”
with the completion of several log, frame, and brick buildings which were situated on the road leading to Cincinnati. The
town was an unfortunate victim of the ravages of the Civil War. During the second battle of Cynthiana on, June 11,1864,
half the buildings of the [down]town were destroyed by fire. [Most of] the buildings on East Pike Street with the exception of the hotel, which survives today, were burned as well as most of the buildings on the east side of South Main Street.
As a result, most of the existing commercial buildings date from the late 1860s to the late 1890s, so that by 1900 the present streetscape was fairly well established. Today, the district retains a rich concentration of significant buildings which
comprise a relatively unbroken and visually rich streetscape. In addition, the merchants and local government officials
have expressed an interest in working to preserve the district.
Samples of building descriptions in the National Register nomination form:
The most impressive building on the east side of the 10 block of South Main is the Jett Building or Masonic Building as it
is known today. Constructed ca. 1900, the lodge is a two-story, seven bay, smooth stone building in the Classical Revival
mode. The main entrance is enhanced by an entablature supported by reeded pilasters, while a triangular pediment with
pilasters with Corinthian capitals delineates the upper level central bays and the remaining bays are accented by bracketed
cornices, A projecting modillioned cornice - with central segmental pediment and corner pilasters complete the building.
The Rohs Building, a three-story brick building at the eastern end of the [Pike Street] block, is quite an impressive structure exhibiting a facade of segmental rounded horseshoe arches and a handsome projecting bracketed cornice second and
third floors of the building, originally housed the Opera House which operated for many years and later the first movie
theater in Cynthiana, Completing the block is the Harrison Deposit Bank, a three-story brick structure featuring a variety
of window treatments. The central bays on the second and third floors facing E, Pike are enhanced with a label mold and a
cornice, A dentilled cornice with a segmental pediment, a balustrade and a cupola with metal roof complete the building,

Looking down East Pike
Street from Main Street in the
Cynthiana Commercial District.
Postcard, 1913.
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