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A Familiar Scene of Cynthiana in 1912?
If you are an avid Civil War history buff, or maybe
just a regular reader of this newsletter, you probably
know better. The scene is from 1860s Cynthiana,
during the Civil War, not 1912.
Yet, fifty years after war's end, certain events
might have given one pause to wonder if conditions
had changed for the better. Confederates were in
the county and were on the move again, heading
straight for the courthouse in Cynthiana. This time,

however, they met no armed resistance from
Federal forces; local and state governments had
actually been under the control of ex-Confederates
for many years after the surrender at Appomattox in
1865. Confederate battle flags even adorned the
stationary of certain officials in Frankfort.
What was happening? Read more about it in this
month's feature article, "Rebels on the Run . . .
Again!"
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President’s Corner

Harrison County Historical Society

Bob Owen, Acting President

Bob Owen, Acting President
Vacant, Vice President
Marilynn Bell, Secretary
Dorothy Slade, Treasurer
Bill Penn, editor: pennwma@aol.com
Historical Society Meeting Notes - August 16, 2012
Marilynn Bell, Secretary

Business Meeting: Bob Owen opened the meeting with announcements that the Handy house is still secure, that the volunteerism fair will be held at the high school on October 18th.
Billy Fowler has notified him that three officers are required
to maintain non-profit status. Bob agreed to continue as acting president in order to retain the status of non-profit. The article by Chris Starr in the Cynthiana Democrat was pointed out
and everyone encouraged to read it. Mr. Starr is a direct descendant of Col. William Brown who built the house in 1818.
Program: Following the brief business meeting, Amanda Hervey,
writer, editor and stylist presented a delightful program on her travels to small towns in Kentucky. Her book is entitled Kentucky A to
Z, a Bluegrass Travel Memoir From Amandaville in Cumberland
County to Zachariah in Wolfe County
County. Mrs. Hervey discovered fascinating stories of ordinary people, which were originally published
in the magazine, Kentucky Monthly. She reminded us that everyone
has a story and that our stories are part of our community’s story.
At times in her travels she became lost, but reminded us that “even
when you’re lost, you end up right where you’re supposed to be.”

HELP!!! The Harrison County Historical
Society needs YOUR immediate assistance.
Officially the Harrison County Historical
Society has no President. This is a bad sign
and we must take action to fill the post. MY
term as acting President ended on 30 June. I
was hoping someone will be willing to step
forward and guide the organization through
the coming year. I do not want to see the organization die. We need someone to step up
and assume the reins and guide the Society.
Please come to the meetings and support the
Society. Thanks for your support.
JOIN THE HARRISON COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY.
Dues are $12/year and includes this monthly
newsletter. Send check to HCHS, PO 411, Cynthiana, Ky. 41031. Meetings are the third Thursday
every month at the Cynthiana-Harrison County
Public Library Annex (Charles W. Feix Room)
at 102 Pleasant Street behind Biancke’s Restaurant, starting at 7 pm. The public is invited.

Historical Society Program and
History Calendar
October 18 - To be announced
November 15 - To be announced
December - annual Xmas potluck - date to be announced.

Battle Grove Cemetery
Photo, Bill Penn
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Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum

Martha Barnes, President

www.cynthiana-harrisoncountymuseum.org.

These and other publications on the history of Harrison County can be purchased at the museum.
***************************************************************************************

Sesquicentennial of the Civil War in Harrison County - August 1862
Bill Penn

State Militia: In August 1862 a state militia act reorganized the State Guard to include the active militia under that
name, continued to provide for enrolled and reserve militia, and allowed Home Guard units to join the State Guard
if they had the required number of members. An attempt to organize a state militia unit in Harrison County under
the new act failed. Military commanders and provost marshals received orders from the War Department in August
1862 to detain persons attempting to leave the county, district or state to avoid military duty. Department regulations
required the detentions to be implemented with caution and discretion.
Arrest of Citizens: General Halleck’s August 1862 orders allowed the seizure of private property for government use
if suitable “for the subsistence, transportation, and other uses of the army,” however, officers were supposed to keep
inventories of items foraged. Twenty-eight civilians were arrested or held in prison between August and September
1862 (nearly fifty percent of known arrests) and may be partially attributed to General Order 104 by Secretary of War
Edwin Stanton and a subsequent proclamation by Lincoln. Stanton issued the order on August 8, 1862, and Lincoln
proclaimed on September 24, 1862, that during the existing insurrection all persons guilty of any disloyal act were
subject to martial law and the habeas corpus privilege was suspended. The administration intended to discourage
opposition to the Militia Draft of 1862, which was signed July 17, 1862, as the first draft in American history. Nationally, as in Harrison County, the period between August 8 and September 8 yielded the highest rate of arrests. As the
war progressed this rate reduced, reflecting better administration by the War Department and better coordination of
Federal and local authorities, including the multitude of sheriffs, constables, and deputy sheriffs authorized to arrest.

Source: Unpublished manuscript: Rattling Spurs and Broad-Brimmed Hats: The Battles of Cynthiana and
the Civil War in Harrison County, Ky. by William A. Penn (Unpublished revised manuscript, 2012).
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The
Genealogy
Box

A supplemental newsletter for
genealogy and family history
research in Harrison County,
Kentucky.
By Philip Naff.

(whatsin@thegenealogybox.com)

Issue No. 17

Rebels on the Run . . .
Again!
A century ago, in 1912, and only
fifty years after the summer that
Confederate General John Hunt
Morgan and his raiders first took
brief control of Cynthiana, rebels
were once again racing through
the city’s streets. The
cavalrymen among them
probably arrived on horseback,
and the old infantrymen worked
up as brisk a walk as they could
muster. Some men could have
commandeered a horse-andbuggy, and one or two might
have even braved the primitive
roads of the county in their
"machines," or automobiles,
driven by the younger generation
of their day.
Given their ages, the word
"racing," implying speed, might
not necessarily have been an apt
description of their movements
this time around. Yet, like the

soldiers involved in Morgan's
raids on Cynthiana, these
veterans didn't have a lot of time
on their hands. Even though
they had no orders, they were
intent in their purpose. In
preparation for their movement
toward the center of the city and
the Harrison County Courthouse
they raided the memories of
neighbors who knew them well,
family records and other
evidences of military service
were seized upon, and a legion
of lawyers seem to have gotten
in on the action as well.
What was all the commotion
about? As former comrades-inarms answered their "final call,"
those Confederate veterans who
were left behind had but little to
show for their service except for
their war wounds and the
memories of a terrible conflict
which pitted brother against
brother, neighbor against
neighbor, and turned friend into
foe. Although the leadership of
state government in Kentucky
had been long dominated by exConfederates after the Civil War,
it wasn't until 1912, and with
some debate, that Frankfort
decided to do something for its
old Confederate veterans when it
established a pension system for
those veterans and their widows
who were eligible based on their
military record and their financial
circumstances. The old rebels of
Kentucky had something to
holler about again, and so the
race was on to get their reward.
This summer, the Kentucky
Department of Library and
Archives posted digitized images
of the microfilmed applications
to their website,
http://kdla.ky.gov/records/earchives/Pages/default.aspx, and
now the researcher no longer
needs to have access to one of
the published indexes to
discover if one's ancestor ever
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applied, or look at scratchy reels
of microfilm, or wait for a pricey
photocopy to arrive in the mail.
This year people all over
Kentucky and the United States
are working again to get at one
of those applications, maybe
more than just one, racing as fast
as fingers can type (or maybe
with the wave of a hand, if they
have a touch screen device).
What defines a Harrison
County Civil War veteran?—
There were two basic
biographical elements which
define most Harrison County
Civil War veterans, birth within
the county's borders and/or
residence here before or during
the hostilities between North
and South. Either factor might
have led a young recruit to join
with others from the vicinity and
to form companies composed of
men with the same backgrounds.
Many Harrison County
Confederate veterans can be
found in the companies of the
1st Battalion Kentucky Cavalry,
the 1st Kentucky Mounted
Rifles, and the 2nd, 5th, and 9th
Kentucky Regiments.
Yet, according to the pension
law none of these factors made
you eligible for a pension.
Residency in Kentucky since
1906, five years before the
pension law took effect, plus one
year of military service was the
requirement under the law.
How Many from Harrison
County Applied?—Hundreds
of the county's young men
marched off to war, some in a
hurry and while others took a
little longer, but no one ever
kept a tally of the county's
soldiers and veterans at the time,
not as many localities have done
for more recent military
conflicts, and so the number of
Harrison County Civil War
veterans was never fixed, and it
keeps on growing.

The Harrison Heritage News – August 2012 (Volume 13, Issue 8)
Yet, it is not impossible to
put a number on how many Civil
War veterans were in the county
in the early part of this past
century.
The 1890 U.S. Census'
Veterans Schedule recorded the
names and aliases of 276
veterans or their widows. It was
intended to only count the
names of Union veterans and
widows, but at least 23 were
identified by census officials in
later years as Confederates.
In 1910 the U.S. Census of
Harrison County recorded at
least 168 Civil War veterans
within its borders. Enumerators
of the 1930 U.S. Census found
only 6. Indexes of the Harrison
County Confederate pensioners
in Kentucky puts their number
at 30 from 1912 to the date of
the last Harrison County
pensioner's death in 1937. Of
course, there are others who
might be thought of as Harrison
County Civil War veterans, but
who did not live within the
county, did not apply, or were
not eligible for pensions.
The Application--The three
page pension application form
(four 10-1/2 x 16 inch pages,
including the cover page) was a
rather slim affair, even with the
documentation that was attached
in support of the claim. The
form didn't require a whole lot
of work to fill out, and after
filling in the blanks for name,
county and state of birth and
residence, and the designation of
the unit in which the applicant
saw service, the applicant only
had to provide answers to the
following basic questions about
their military record:
 In what County, State and
year were you born?
 When did you enlist and in
what command? Give the
names of the regimental and







company officers under whom
you served?
How did you get out of the
army, when and where?
Where you ever in prison? If
so, state what prison and when
released.
Were you paroled? If so,
when and where?
Did you take the oath of
allegiance to the United States
Government?
If so, when and under what
circumstances?

Those living in Harrison County
who answered these questions
make up the following list, along
with the corresponding
application number and the date
of filing.
Abner, Elisha (1841-1925)-#1188 (June 5, 1912)
Bedford, William Pitt, Sr.
(1835-1918)--#2544 (March
18, 1914)
Benson, John Emory (18411918)--#0048 (July 30, 1912)
Berry, William Clinton (18421920)--#0050 (July 30, 1912)
Brunker, Alfred (ca. 184118--1925)--#0092 (July 30, 1912)
Chipley, James Atmore (18451929)--#0117 (July 30, 1912)
Courtney, Newton Jasper
(1842-1916)--#3300 (July 30,
1912)
Coy, James Madison (18441928)--#0136 (July 30, 1912)
Eckler, Tapley Jackson (18421919)--#0172 (July 30, 1912)
Eveleth, Thomas William
(1846-1921)--#2637
(September 30, 1913)
Frazer, James Newton, Capt.
(1831-1915)--#0642 (July 30,
1912)
Hart, James William (18321920)--#3216 (January 20,
1915)
Hodge, Richard (1843-1918)-#1351 (July 30, 1912)
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Howes, San(t)ford John (18381924)--#3327 (May 25, 1915)
Jones, Thomas Franklin
(1840-1914)--#1390 (June 3,
1913)
Keller, Llewellyn (1844-1921)-#0785 (July 30, 1912)
McKinley, William Harvey
(1844-1937)--#0852 (July 30,
1912)
Nickell, Andrew Thomas
(1841-1920)--#1466 (June 11,
1912)
Petty, Derastes Lafayette
(1830-1920)--#3155 (July 30,
1912)
Phillips, Peregrine (18291914)--#0934 (July 30, 1912)
Pope, John R. (1840-1921)-#0939 (July 30, 1912)
Price, James (1836-1925)-#2766 (January 30, 1914)
Reardon or Riadon, William J.
(1839-1913)--#0329 (July 30,
1912)
Remington, James Alexander
(1839-1917)--#0234 (June 5,
1912)
Rodgers, Jerry (1837-1928)-#3345 (June 12, 1915)
Sauls, William Holiday (18441920)--#1178 (July 30, 1912)
Sharon, Robert (1841-1915)-#1503 (June 11, 1912)
Simpson, George W. (18371915)--#1037 (July 30, 1912)
Wickliffe, James C. (18391922)--#0259 (June 1, 1912)
Wiggins, Caleb (1833-1921)-#1561 (October 24, 1912)
To learn more about what
else was required of the
applicant and to get a better
understanding of what other
documents are included in a
pension file, read the text of the
pension law as it was published
in newspapers throughout the
state (See pages 7-8).
Might There Be Kentucky
Pensioners in Other States of
the Old Confederacy?—
Kentucky was a relative
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latecomer in offering a pension
based on Confederate service to
its resident veterans. In general
the first recipients of
Confederate pensions were those
who could claim some disability.
Pensions were often
simultaneously extended to
veterans and their widows, and
Arkansas even offered them to
the mothers of veterans:
It has been said that the Civil
War was the first war for which
a majority of its veterans applied
for and received a pension
While this may be true, the
pension records for Union
veterans are not currently online
(perhaps due to the sheer
volume of paperwork that can
make up an individual pension
file) and so the slimmer
Confederate pension application
files appear to make up a
majority of those available online
today. The following is a list of
states which offered Confederate
pensions and the start dates for
most veterans (If there were
different start dates for widows
and the disabled, those are cited
in parentheses):
 Alabama - 1891 (Disabled
1867, widows, 1886)
 Arkansas - 1891 (Widows &
mothers, 1915)
 Florida - 1885 (Widows, 1889)
 Georgia - 1894 (Disabled,
1870, 1879, widows, 1879)
 Kentucky - 1912
 Louisiana - 1898
 Mississippi - 1888
 Missouri - 1911
 North Carolina (Only disabled
veterans, 1867 & 1885)
 Oklahoma - 1915
 South Carolina - 1887
 Tennessee - 1891 (Widows,
1905)
 Texas - 1889 (Disabled, 1881)
 Virginia - 1888

At present the search facilities
are rather limited at most of
these sites, and so identifying
Kentuckians is a rather limited
prospect for now, unless you
have a particular individual's
name in mind.
For more information check
with the state archives or state
library of each of those listed
above about online access to
their Confederate pension
indexes and records. Several
states have posted indexes and
images to their own official
websites
Easy to use, and similar to
the Kentucky's Department of
Libraries and Archives site is
that of Florida's Division of
Library & Information Services
(www.floridamemory.com) an
online database searchable by the
veteran's name (or his widow's)
or pension application number.
The site also offers a printable
list of all pension applicants
which can be searched for the
state in which the veteran served.
(At least 73 Kentucky veterans
were spending their time, and
pensions, in sunny Florida).
Ancestry also offers indexes
and images for the Confederate
pensions of Alabama, Arkansas,
Georgia, Kentucky, and
Tennessee.
The "host with the most" is
probably FamilySearch.org,
where digitized indexes and
images of microfilmed Arkansas,
Florida, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Mississippi, & Missouri can be
accessed and viewed. At present
the FamilySearch offerings are
hardly any easier to use than a
microfilm reader in a library.
With no searchable index
databases with linked document
images, it takes a lot of scrolling
to get to locate the document
you want, but FamilySearch
makes up for it with the volume
6

of Confederate pensions of
different states.
To stay fairly up-to-date with
the availability of Confederate
pensions online or on library
bookshelves visit
https://familysearch.org/learn/
wiki/en/Confederate_Pension_
Records.
Published Indexes—Of
course, published indexes of
Confederate pension applicants
have been around for years, and
exist for most states. Two of
those for Kentucky can be
reviewed at FamilySearch.org's
site alongside the pension
records themselves. A common
site at most Kentucky libraries
has been Alicia Simpson's
Kentucky Confederate Veteran and
Widows Pension Index (1980), but
the best by far is Stephen
Douglas Lynn's Confederate
Pensioners of Kentucky: Pension
Applications of the Veterans &
Widows 1912-1946 (2000).
The Widows—In all thirty
veterans applied directly for a
pension, and fourteen of their
widows followed suit. Twentyfive widows of veterans who
didn't claim a pension in person
or who died before the pension
system was created also applied.
More details about the widow
pensioners of Harrison County
will appear in an upcoming issue
of the Genealogy Box. Be on the
lookout for "While the Rebels
Ran, the Widows Walked."
~
Many thanks are due to
Harrison County Civil War
historian and genealogist Charles
W. Feix, for his invaluable advice
and aid in filling in the blanks of
my database of Harrison County
Confederate pension applicants.
Just short of having the veterans
buried in his own backyard, he
has just about all there is to have
on them!
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The Confederate
Pension Bill

---------Newspapers throughout
Kentucky kept their subscribers
up-to-date with the news of what
was happening in Frankfort with
regards to Confederate pensions,
even to the extent of publishing
the entire bill once passed. The
texts which follow are some of
the most relevant of that law.
They gave the veterans a headsup on how to get a pension, and
they can prove useful to the Civil
War enthusiast in explaining the
documentation one sees in a
Confederate pension application
file.
~
Be it enacted by the General
Assembly of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky:
1. That any indigent, disabled
person who has been a citizen
and an actual bona fide resident
of this State continuously since
January 1, 1907, and who
actually served one year or until
the close of the war, as an officer
or enlisted man in the military or
naval service of the Confederate
States of America during the war
of 1861 to 1865, or their widow,
to whom the soldier was married
prior to January 1, one thousand
eight hundred and ninety, shall
be paid out of the State Treasury
the sum of ten dollars per month
upon due proof of the facts
according to form and
regulations prescribed by this act
and subject to the restrictions
and conditions provided therein:
Provided, That any person, who
was prevented from so serving
until the close of the war by
reason of wounds incurred or
disease contracted in the line of
duty in such service, or by
reason of being incapacitated,
shall be entitled to the same as
though he had served until the

close of the war; and, Provided,
further, That any person who
deserted or was dishonorably
discharged from said service
shall not be entitled to the
benefits of this act, unless he reenlisted or returned to said
service and served thereafter one
year or until the close of the war,
or was prevented from doing so
by reason of wounds, disease or
incapacity, as before stated.
2. No person shall be
entitled to the benefits of this
act:
Who is able to earn a support
by manual labor; or who is able
to earn a support by reason of
his knowledge art or skill in any
profession, trade, or craft; or
who receive a pension from the
United States, or any State or
foreign government; or who
removed from this State or is
absent therefrom for a period of
one year; or who possesses a net
income to the amount of $300
per year; or who has property of
the value of two thousand five
hundred dollars; or who is living
with his wife, who possesses
property or income sufficient for
the suitable support of himself
and family, including her
husband; or whose support is
suitably provided for and
secured by a reason of a contract
or agreement for a valuable
consideration, with a person able
to provide such support, or who,
by reason of the combined
partial ability to earn a support
and income or property or any
or all of these combined, is able
to obtain an income equivalent
to $300 per year.
The Governor, Auditor and
Secretary of State shall constitute
the Station Pension Board, who
shall examine and grant or reject
applications for pensions, and
their decision shall be final. The
State Pension Board shall
prescribe such regulations
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governing the filling,
prosecution, adjudicating and
payment of pension claims as
may be necessary for the proper
carrying out the provisions of
this act.
4. Applications for pension
shall be made in duplicate under
oath, substantially in form
prescribed by the State Pension
Board and shall be attested by
two reputable witnesses as to the
identity of the applicant. The
application shall be filed in the
County Court of the county
where the claimant resides on or
before any regular term, lay over
until subsequent regular term of
said court, when the judge
thereof shall hear testimony in
open court as to applicant's
citizenship, residence and his
means of support. The County
Attorney shall be present and
represent the Commonwealth;
and may produce evidence
concerning any facts relative to
the clam. The judge of said
court shall make a finding of
facts in evidence, and forward
same with a brief memorandum
of the substance of the
testimony of each witness heard,
with his name and postoffice
address, together with his
recommendation upon the
merits of the claim, and a copy
of the application to the
Adjutant General of the State.
The duplicate application shall
remain on file in the County
Clerk's office. The application
may be continued from time to
time upon motion of the
claimant, but shall not be
continued more than once over
the objections of the claimant.
5. The application for
pension shall be accompanied by
affidavits of two physicians or
one physician and two lay
witnesses as to claimant's ability
to earn a support by manual
labor wholly or in art, and the
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County Judge shall certify
whether such witnesses are
reputable, and entitled to credit.
6. Upon receipt of an
application for pension properly
executed, the Adjutant General
shall cause the claimant's military
record to be examined, and a
report thereon shall be filed with
the papers in the case. The
findings and recommendations
of the County Judge shall not be
final or conclusive upon any of
the issues, but the Adjutant
General may call upon the
applicant for additional evidence
covering any fact necessary to
support the claim.
7. When the claimant shall
have furnished all the evidence
called for by the Adjutant
General, and declared his
inability to furnish any additional
evidence, the claim shall then be
submitted to the State Pension
Board with the Adjutant
General's recommendations
endorsed thereon, for final
action.
8. When any pension shall be
allowed, the Adjutant General
shall issue to the applicant a
pension certificate at the rate of
ten dollars per month from the
date of filing the application with
the Adjutant General. Payment
shall be made on said certificate
four times each year; on the fifth
day of August, November,
February, and May upon the
proper execution of vouchers by
the pensioner before an officer
authorized to administer oaths.
The voucher shall be furnished
to the pensioner by the Adjutant
General and returned to him
after being properly executed.
He shall then prepare the
pension roll for that quarter,
with the postoffice address of
each pensioner, and file same
together with the vouchers with
the Auditor. The Auditor shall
then issue his warrants upon the

Treasurer for the respective
sums and the Treasurer shall
forward a treasury check to the
address of the pensioner.
9. For the purpose of
carrying out the provisions of
this act, the Adjutant General
shall have the authority to
employ one competent person as
examiner of pensions to assist
him in the adjudication of
pension claims, at a salary not
exceeding twelve hundred
dollars per year; and one clerk at
not exceeding nine hundred
dollars per year.
10. No person shall charge,
or demand, or receive more than
five dollars for his services as
agent or attorney in prosecuting
any clam for pension under this
act; and any person who shall
violate the provisions of this
section shall be fined not less
than one hundred nor more than
three hundred dollars for each
offense . . .
12. No pension money
granted under this act while due
or to become due to any
pensioner, shall be liable to
attachment or levy or seizure by
or under any legal or equitable
process whatever, whether, the
same remains with the State or
in the course of transmission to
the pensioner entitled thereto.
13. Once each year every
pensioner under this act shall
furnish in addition to the usual
voucher, a certificate from the
County Judge of the county
where he resides to the effect
that he is the holder of the
pension certificate, is the
identical person to whom the
same was issued, and that to the
best of his belief there has
occurred no changes in his
financial condition which would
render the pensioner ineligible to
receive such pension.
14. When in the opinion of
the State Board of Pensions any
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pension hereafter granted, or any
claim for pension, should be
specially investigated, it should
be the duty of the Governor to
direct the State Inspector and
Examiner to make such
investigation of same as
requested by the State Board of
Pensions, and report in writing
the results thereof to said board.
15. The Adjutant General
shall furnish to any Confederate
Soldier of this State blank
applications for pensions upon
application to him for same.
16. No official fees shall be
charged by any officer of the
county of State for services in
connection with the prosecution
or collection of any pension
under this act: Provided, That
this section shall not apply to
notaries public.
17. The Adjutant General
shall, every two years, make and
publish a report showing the
names[,] county[,] and postoffice
address of each pensioner under
this act.
18. In any case where
pensions have been granted, if
the State Pension Board finds
that the pension was wrongfully
granted, or that the pensioner is
no longer entitled thereto, they
shall have the authority to drop
said pensioner from the rolls
after first giving him thirty days
notice by registered mail, and
hearing any evidence the
pensioner may offer . . .
20. There being many old
and needy veteran[s] of the
Confederate army now in need
of the aid offered by this bill
there is declared to be an
emergency for this bill going into
effect at once, and an emergency
is hereby declared to exist, and
this act shall take effect from and
after the passage and approval
by the Governor.
Approved March 11, 1912.
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Hurry Up and Wait!
Anticipation was running high in
1912. Applications flooded the
pension offices in Frankfort in
the early months of the program,
but not every veteran or widow
got what they wanted when they
wanted, as this sampling of
newspaper articles from one
Northern Kentucky newspaper,
the Boone County Recorder,
demonstrates:
~
May 2, 1912—"Some of the old
Confederate soldiers in the
county are beginning to get their
applications in shape for drawing
a pension under the law enacted
by the last General Assembly.
Several have been in
communication with [the]
County Judge . . . to ascertain the
preliminary steps necessary to be
taken. It must be remembered
that the pension law prohibits
the county judge filling out the
applications for the old soldiers
as the matter of their
qualifications are to be passed
upon by him sitting as a court.
There appears to be a great deal
of red tape to go through in
order to secure the pension and
there is no time to lose if an
applicant gets in on the first
payment which will be due
August 5th, 1912."
October 24, 1912—"The 3,300
applicants for confederate
pensions are clamoring for their
money, and Capt. W.J. Stone,
State Pension Agent, gave out a
statement, in which he declares
in substance that many of the
applicants apparently have an
idea that all was necessary was
for them to produce an affidavit
proving they were in the
Confederate army, forward it to
the department and receive a
check for their money.

"Of the 3,300 applicants a
majority have been investigated
by Captain Stone and of those
approximately 55 per cent have
been found to come within the
law. Another 20 per cent, by
their own proof and by that
secured from the War
Department at Washington, do
not come within the law, while
proof of twenty-five percent is
not complete.
"The Pension Board,
composed of the Governor,
Auditor, and Secretary of State,
has not approved any of them
finally. The Board will meet as
soon as it can, said Capt. Stone,
for final adjudication.
"Capt. Stone also defended
the pension law from the
criticism that it is a burden on
the State. ‘It’s critics are
premature in their judgment,’ he
declared. ‘The pensions have
cost the State nothing so far, and
when they are paid they will fall
due quarterly, and only a
comparatively few probably will
be allowed at one time. No
deficits certainly have been
caused in the treasury by
Confederate pensions up to
now.’
"Although nothing official
has been said about it, the
probabilities are that it will be
two years anyway before all the
pensions are allowed; although
some of them may be passed
upon soon. The last of course,
will be those in which proof is
not complete and will have to be
sent back for further proof.
"Capt. Stone said that as soon
as the Pension Board allows a
claim the pensioner will be
notified, and when one is
rejected the applicant will be
informed of what proof is
lacking."
September 5, 1912—"The
Confederate Pension
Department of Kentucky has
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made a ruling that no veteran is
entitled to a pension who has
children to support him. A
number of applicants has been
rejected on this account and a
rigid examination will be made
all of the applications now
pending to ascertain whether the
applicants are actually in need of
assistance from the State."
March 6, 1913—"A special
levy to meet the Confederate
pension appropriation will be
recommended to the next
General Assembly. The schools,
roads, banking and game and
fish departments have specified
revenues set apart for them,
while the Confederate pensions,
although falling due on a certain
day every three months comes
out of any money not otherwise
appropriated in the general
expenditure fund and must take
their chances with the
outstanding warrants and current
expenses of the State, as well as
other appropriations.
"The present plan of paying
them has been found
unsatisfactory at the very outset.
Two hundred and eighty-four
pensions, aggregating about
$22,000, fell due February 5th,
but they have not been paid yet,
nor does anyone seem to know
when they will be paid. It is the
intention to pay pension claims
in cash, when sufficient cash is
available. The Pension Board
was in session in Frankfort last
week and probably two or three
hundred more pension claims
were allowed. Most of these will
date back to applications made
during or before last July. When
they will be paid no man
knoweth, and all that the
applicants can do is to patiently
wait."
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The First Draft
of History Gets
the Last Word
While pension applications are
certainly valuable in recreating a
narrative of a veteran's Civil War
career, they were often not the
last word in the documentation
of a veteran's record. Compare
the application of James A.
Chipley (1846-1929) with the
interesting story, found in his
obituary, of how he came to join
up.

"He served in engagements
thruout the war and was the only
surviving Confederate in this
county who took part in the
battle of Cynthiana, fought
mainly on the heights which
afterwards became Battle Grove
cemetery. In this engagement
when Federals began pressing
the Southern troops and they
became disorganized, Uncle Jim
started a personal retreat toward
the old bridge. Almost at its
mouth he was surrounded by
Union men and would have

~
"Uncle Jim's career as a
soldier started in 1861 at the
tender age of fifteen years, when
the village of Leesburg was in
control of Union forces. An
ardent sympathizer of the
Southern cause, and of a
tempestuous spirit, he voiced his
sentiments frequently and
vehemently. Soon the Union
soldiers were chasing him from
the store at Leesburg which was
the gathering place for the
citizens of that village. Finally,
his utterances caused his arrest
and he was lodged in the store
for safekeeping.
"The store keeper, who was a
known Union advocate, advised
Uncle Jim to escape and showed
him how he could do it.
Thinking the storekeeper was
trying to get him to escape in
order for the Yankees to shoot
him he remained a prisoner until
a short time later he was released
and ordered to go home and stay
there.
"When he arrived at his
father's house Uncle Jim
remarked, 'If those damned
Yankees are going to chase me
every time I go out I might as
well be in the army,' and left the
same day, joining Duke's
command.
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been killed or captured except
for the opportune appearance of
half a dozen of his comrades
who opened fire on the Yankees
and routed them. The small
band of Confederates made their
way over the bridge and joined
their reorganized forces.
"At the close of the war
Uncle Jim was mustered out in
Missouri and worked his way
back to Kentucky and home.
He engaged in farming until
feeble health made it necessary
to stop."

