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Program Notes
The September 15th meeting of the Harrison County Historic Society 
was called to order by President Billy Fowler. He announced upcom-
ing Kentucky Historical Society Civil War programs in Bardstown and 
Bowling Green. On Oct. 20, Sandra Lawson will present a program on 
the DAR library in Washington D.C. 
     Cindy Franklin, coordinator of adult programs with the public library 
announced  that there will be an Open House at the library on October 1. 
Billy reported that there is no further word about the Barn Storming pilot 
film made at the Handy Farm and if the program is developed, there is 
no guarantee that the pilot film will be shown.
     Cindy then introduced the speaker for the evening, Deirdre Skaggs, 
associate dean of special collections with the University of Kentucky. 
Ms Skaggs spoke about how to preserve our family treasures on film, 
photographs, paper and quilts. She advised that home movies should be 
kept away from outer walls, or anyplace damp. They should be kept in 
a cool dry location and labeled and someone should keep track of where 
the films are stored. Photographs should be labeled on the back in pencil 
as ink has acid that can leach through and damage the photo. These 
should be stored  flat and in boxes, not under plastic sheets as plastic 
traps moisture. They should not be kept in basements, attics, garages or 
in direct sunlight. Ideal storage for photographs is in envelopes made 
of archival paper. Avoid grocery bags, Tupperware or Rubbermaid for 
storing. Ms. Skaggs advised that we photocopy newspaper clippings and 
store with archival materials.

Photo credits: page 2, Bill Penn; page 3: Sharon Fowler.

Harrison County History Calendar
 Oct. 20 - Sandra Lawson will present a program on the DAR library in 
Washington D.C..

President’s Corner
Billy Fowler

billyfowler@kymail.com

The President’s Corner will return next month.
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JOIN THE HARRISON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 
Dues are $12 a year and includes this monthly newsletter. Send 
check to HCHS, PO 411, Cynthiana, Ky. 41031. Meetings are the 
third Thursday every month at the Cynthiana-Harrison Co. Public 
Library Annex (Charles W. Feix Room) on Pleasant Street behind 
Biancke’s Restaurant, starting at 7 p.m. Everyone is welcome! 
Back issues are on our Web site.

Ruddell’s Station - Harrison County
“This eight-foot shaft marks the site of the 
pioneer station built by Captain Issac Ruddell 
in 1779 on the north bank of the South Fork of 
Licking River. On June 24, 1780, this Kentucky 
stockade was attacked by Captain Henry Bird 
of the British Army with about 150 soldiers 
and 700 to 800 Indians from the Great Lakes 
area. This British-Indian expedition, directed 
by Captain Bird of His Majesty’s 8th Regiment 
of Foot, brought two pieces of field artillery - a 
three-pounder and a six-pounder - and a detach-
ment of bombardiers from the Royal Regiment 
of Artillery. The little fort successfully withstood 
several discharges of the smaller cannon, but 
when the six-pounder came in view, the settlers 
raised the white flag. For the first time in history, 
a Kentucky fort surrendered. The Indians got 
out of hand and killed a number of defenseless 
prisoners and all livestock. The prisoners...were 
marched to Detroit....” From Coleman, Historic Ken-Historic Ken-H
tucky (Lexington, Henry Clay Press, 1968) 95.



Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum
Martha Barnes, President       www.cynthiana-harrisoncountymuseum.org.

150 Years Ago - The 35th Ohio Infantry & Camp 
Frazer - (see front page)
----------------------------------------------------
The 35th Ohio Volunteer Infantry was organized in Hamilton, 
Ohio, in August-September 1861.  With nearly 900 men, the 
unit arrived at Cynthiana by train from Covington the night of 
September 26, 1861, for a one-month stay.  A bluff adjacent to the 
northern edge of Cynthiana was chosen to establish Camp Frazer, 
named in honor of Dr. Joel Frazer, a Union supporter on whose 
farm it was located.  This was soon after Kentucky officially 
abandoned neutrality, when many trains with Union troops and 
supplies passed through the state.
     Camp Frazer has been located from a map in the diary of a 
35th Ohio soldier. The camp boundary was the old Falmouth Pike 
on the east, the railroad on the south, and the South Fork Licking 
River on the west.  This section of the old Falmouth Pike, now 
bypassed by U. S. 27, originally crossed the railroad tracks and 
became North Main Street, on the west side of the present-day 
viaduct.  This site was convenient to railroad transportation, a 
water supply from the river, and the Falmouth Pike. 
     It was the responsibility of the 35th Ohio to guard the Ken-
tucky Central Railroad bridges and trestles between Falmouth 
and Paris.  Squads were posted to prevent these sites from being 
burned or damaged, which could result in the disruption of this 
important military supply line into Kentucky for a week.  On a 
1863 army map, blockhouses, erected later by the 118th Ohio 
Infantry, are shown at each end of the bridges on an 1863 military 
map.  The Camp Frazer diary map indicates an artillery unit 
accompanied the 35th Ohio, however, it is not mentioned in the 
regimental history.
     When not performing guard duty, the men received drill 

instruction at Camp Frazer.  Although slaves visited the camp, 
the officers usually would not let them in, for recruiting African-
Americans was not yet allowed.  At first, local citizens avoided 
the soldiers and “did not fancy the presence of Union soldiers on 
the sacred soil of Old Kentucky.”  But this attitude changed, for 
a number of women who were Union supporters made a flag that 
was presented during a dress parade.  The flag survived the war 
as the prized possession of an officer, and may be stored at the 
Butler County Historical Society. 
     The 35th Ohio, better trained than when they arrived, marched 
from the camp to the depot on October 22, 1861, and left Cynthi-
ana.  Although they engaged in no fighting here, the unit eventu-
ally participated in many Civil War battles, including Perryville, 
Chickamauga, Kenesaw Mountain and Peach Tree Creek.  Some 
other Ohio regiments camped briefly at Cynthiana during the war 
while passing through Kentucky.  Camp Frazer was active at least 
through 1862: it was reported Morgan destroyed Camp Frazer 
and supplies on July 17, 1862, and slaves were seized to dig en-
trenchments there in August 1862 in anticipation of a Confederate 
invasion of Kentucky. After the war, the Frazer family made war 
claims to the Federal government for damage to crops, fences, 
forage, and for horses impressed for the Union cavalry.

New Kentucky Civil War Sites Web Page Includes Cynthiana- 
The Kentucky Department of Travel and Tourism has announced: 
“The Kentucky Civil War Heritage Trails program was unveiled 
last weekend at the 149th anniversary of the Battle of Perryville. 
Besides battlefields and other war sites, the program includes a 
new web site, www.kentuckycivilwartrails.org, which features 
maps, a monthly listing of commemorative events and a blog 
providing interpretive information.” 
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Rattling Spurs - Bill Penn

Museum scenes - (left) doll houses and moonshine still. (right) Herby Moore, Cynthiana artist, presented to Harold Slade and 
Martha Barnes in 2010 a portrait of Lincoln. It will join Moore’s portrait of Confederate General John Hunt Morgan on the wall.
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The
Genealogy
Box

A supplemental newsletter for 
genealogy and family history 
research in Harrison County, 
Kentucky.

By Philip Naff.
(whatsin@thegenealogybox.com)

Issue No. 16

A Regiment in 
Retirement

If you are beginning the research 
of a male ancestor or other 
relation born in the mid-1830s to 
mid-1840s, you should examine
the possibility that he might have 
served in the armies or navies of 
either the Federal government or 
with Confederate forces.  To 
prove a subject’s military service, 
a first plan of action might be to 
review Civil War indexes of 
military records to see if a simple 
check of the name will turn up 
any positive results.  Odds are 
you will find an entry which 
matches your suspect’s name in 
one of the indexes.  Confirming 
that your research subject of a 
certain locale and the indexed 
individual are the one and same 
is a different matter.  Military 
records of the Civil War era 
usually do not specify much 
about the vital statistics of the

“Billy Yanks” or “Johnny Rebs”
who served, especially regarding 
place of birth or residence.  
     If you are fortunate, and if 
your subject lived so long, death 
certificates, funeral home 
records, cemetery records, and 
obituaries might help to confirm 
your suspicions.  Alone these 
records may not do the trick, but 
this is where the U.S. Census 
rides to the rescue.  When 
census takers were given their 
marching orders in 1890, 1910, 
and 1930, they were told to take 
note of all the Civil War veterans 
they encountered.
     Three Censuses:  The first
such census was the “Special 
Census of Civil War Veterans 
and Widows.”  It was to be used 
by the government to locate 
Union veterans so as to verify 
the pension applications of other 
veterans, and so only Union 
veterans were to be enumerated.  
However, whether by 
misunderstanding or a deliberate 
bending of the rules, some 
Confederate veterans, along with
details of their military service,
were recorded as well, a bonus
to many a genealogist of later 
generations, especially since
Kentuckians, living in a “border 
state,” officially neutral at times, 
but occupied by Union forces
for the most part, and raided 
numerous times by Confederate 
armies, had opportunities to join 
either side.
     In 1910 a fuller count of the 
total number of Civil War 
veterans still living was made; 
both Union and Confederate
veterans were to answer for this 
virtual roll call (In 1930 all Civil 
War veterans were counted 
again, but few had survived so 
long See Genealogy Box No. 15, 
for the overall results recorded 
by census takers in that year).
     The 1910 Census:  The lists
of Civil War veterans on the 

following pages are based on a 
review made by the author of 
463 digitized U.S. Census record
microfilm images, which 
included the names of the 16,873
men, women, and children who 
were reported to be residents of 
Harrison County on April 15, 
1910. Using the census takers’
notations, 119 men, roughly the 
size of a large Civil War 
regiment, can be identified as 
Civil War veterans.
     It should be stated here that 
just because a notation exists 
which indicates an individual was 
a veteran in 1910, it should not 
be taken as final proof that they 
were, indeed, a veteran.  Their 
names may appear in the 1890 
census of veterans and their 
widows taken for Harrison 
County, or in the census of
another Kentucky county (The 
special 1890 census only exists 
for states and territories of the
time which fell alphabetically 
between Kentucky and 
Wyoming, including 
Washington, D.C., and only a 
little over half of Kentucky’s 
counties).
     While the Civil War service 
of nearly fifty of the Union 
veterans identified in 1910 can 
be corroborated by the 1890 
Harrison County special veterans 
census, there have been a few 
cases where no evidence has 
been found to corroborate a
veteran’s service as recorded by 
the U.S. Census, as is the case 
with James Lang, who did have a 
brother and a brother-in-law 
who served with the Union, but 
for whom no other record of 
service can be found.
     Problems:  The 1910 list of 
veterans would probably be a 
little longer, but there are 
problems with the original 
record.  One of the census takers 
failed to record just who the 
veterans were in her assigned 



The Harrison Heritage News – September 2011 (Volume 12, Issue 9)

5

district (E.D. 87 (Kinman)), and 
the census records of another 
district (E.D. 83 (Leesburg)) are 
barely legible, at least those
images which were reviewed for
this article.
     Union Men:  The 119 men 
identified as Civil War veterans 
in 1910 are presented here as 
their names were recorded and 
according to which side they 
served.  Union veterans 
numbered seventy, and among 
them were seven African 
Americans (AA).  Only four of 
these men would live to be 
counted in 1930.  In alphabetical 
order, the 1910 Union veterans
were:

Benjamin Allen (AA)
John W. Anness
Edward Bare [Bair]
Charles G. Barlow
Robert H. Beckett
W.P. Bedford
James N. Bell
Dave Berry (AA)
Hysom Bryant (AA)
Manilla C. Clark
William P. Cloe (1930)
W.H. Cole
Austin Colegrove
Jasper Collier (1930)
William E. [B.] Courtney
John W. Crouch
William Dennis
Simond [sic] Duke (AA)
John P. Dunaway
James T. Ellis
John D. Feeback
Noah Fields (AA)
Levi Florence
Daniel W. Fogell
Wilford Fryman
George W. Grayson
James Groves
George W. Gruell
Harvie N. Hardin
John G. Hardin
Thomas Hendricks[on]
Francis T. Hendy
Elias Herrington
William O. Hill

James T. Howell
Henry Johnson (AA)
Guy Jones
John T. Kenady (1930)
Nutin [sic] King
Willis R. King
Winder Kinney
Z.T. LaForce
James Lang
George W. Maddox
John T. Mappin
William H. Miller
James Monson
Lewis T. Morris
S.J. Moses
John T. Munson
Joseph Muntz
John W. Postin [Porter?]
James Rice
Benjamine Riggs
John Roberts
Green B. Romn [Green B.

Brown]
Albert Roper
Taylor Simpson (1930)
Edward Stone
James Stone
Charles A. Taylor
James Thorp
O.T. Turner
John T. Vanlandingham
George Weber
Ambrose Whalen
James W. Whalen
George W. Whitley
Noah Winkle
Hawkins/Hockins Withers (AA)

     The Rebels:  Forty-six
Confederate veterans were 
identified in 1910.  They were:

John E. Benson
John W. Boyd
Dallas Chinn
Richard M. Collier
James M. Coy
J.J. Cummins
James H. Davis
Ashford Fryman
Green B. Fryman
Jacob Garrison
Thomas Garrison
James W. Hart

Joseph E. Hayes
Richard Hodge
William Hunt
John B. Jewett
Kearns, W. Thomas, Sr.
Lew Keller
George W. Lail
Henry M. Lowther
James T. Macauly
Robert Magee
William Moore
Louis Mul[l]igan
George Mullin
John C. Orear
Martin Petty
William Pixley
John Pope
James Price
James A. Remington
George W. Righter
William Riodon [Raidon]
Boneypart Roberts
Nimrod Routt
George Simpson
Joe Snodgrass
George W. Sutton
Parker K. Sutton
Wm. Switzer
William Townsend
Benjamin Whitaker
James Wickliffe
Caleb Wiggins
John T. Williams
William Young

     Few Confederates were 
recorded in the 1890 special 
census, and so it offers only 
minimal aid in corroborating a 
Confederate’s 1910 census entry.
    The “Yes” Men:  For 
whatever reason, three men,
William McMurtry, Sr., Jordon 
Mullin, and John W. Thompson,
only answered “yes” to the 
question about their service.  
Yet, no matter the reply that was 
recorded, only by researching all 
of the Civil War records 
available will one be able to put 
together a complete military 
record for any subject.  The 1910 
census is a good place to start.  
Good luck!
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    192.  Column 30.  Whether a 
survivor of the Union or 
Confederate Navy.—This 
question should be asked as to 
all males over 50 years of age 
who were born in the United 
States and all foreign born males 
who immigrated to this country 
before 1885.  Write “UA” if a 
survivor of the Union Army; 
“UN” if a survivor of the Union 
Navy; “CA” if a survivor of the 
Confederate Army; and “CN” if 
a survivor of the Confederate 
Navy.  For all other persons 
leave the column blank.

Above:  Instructions in the booklet 
given to census takers told them who to 
ask and how to record their reply.
Right:  Were they good neighbors or 
did they just have good fences?  Two 
sides of a census page show that 
Parker & George W. Sutton, John 
E. Benson, and Thomas 
Hendrick[son], three “Rebs” and a 
“Yank,” were living next door to each 
other in Enumeration District 84
(Leesburg) of Harrison County in 
1910.


