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“I Am Perfectly Sick of the War:”
The 7th Ohio Cavalry Civil War Letters of William B. Jones
Bill Penn

William Bosler Jones

Mary Phillips Jones

The Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum has a remarkable
set of nearly one hundred Civil War letters written by William Bosler Jones to his wife Mary Phillips Jones. “Billy”
Jones was in the wholesale grocery business in Brooklyn,
in northern Kentucky. Billy Jones was married February 17,
1862, to Mary Philips, who was from Oddville, Harrison
County, Kentucky. The museum has placed the valuable
original letters and envelopes, many with patriotic letterheads and envelopes with stamps, in safekeeping, but has
had the the letters carefully transcribed and has placed the
typed correspondence in convenient binders for researchers. A companion binder contains photocopies of all of the
letters. There is a display case with samples of the letters,
family photos, and other memorabilia owned by Jones.
As did many northern Kentucky young men, he joined

the Union army, and mustered into the 7th Ohio Cavalry
Company A, September 1, 1862. The organizers recruited
a regiment in 1862, completing the task by September, the
month Jones joined. The regiment set up camp in Ripley,
Ohio, appropriately named “Camp Ripley,” across the Ohio
River from Augusta, a point with roads connecting in many
directions where the cavalry could patrol the KentuckyOhio river valley. This was during the Confederate invasion of Kentucky with many Confederate regiments passing
through Lexington and Cynthiana, threatening Cincinnati,
then withdrawing from the state.
The 7th Ohio Cavalry spent much of their first full
month of service, October 1862, scouting in the area of
Harrison and Pendleton counties, before returning to Camp
Ripley. Letters tell of his company capturing some of John
continued on page 4

Harrison Heritage News

August 2011

Vol. 12 No. 8

2

Harrison County Historical Society

President’s Corner

Billy Fowler, President
Bob Owen, Vice President
Marilynn Bell, Secretary
Dorothy Slade, Treasurer
Bill Penn, editor: pennwma@aol.com

billyfowler@kymail.com

Program Notes - August 18, 2011
President Billy Fowler opened the meeting at seven o’clock with a small
crowd present. After the treasurer’s report, President Billy Fowler explained that ten thousand dollars is specifically to be used for the Handy
House. Verizon contributed a grant of $9,000. to use in stabilizing the
house and one thousand was paid for salvage materials from the barns.
The city and county having adamantly refused to consider saving the
barns, the hope was to find a company who would pay for the materials.
Fortunately, the Longwood Antique Woods company out of Lexington
not only paid $1,000. for the barns but will contribute another thousand
in materials to use for the house. In addition, the company will retain the
history of the barn materials and pass the information on to the final destination of said materials. Some of the salvage has already been requested for a homeowner’s porch, tables for a restaurant in Lexington and for
the Paul Miller Ford barn. One stall door was donated to the museum..
Sharon Fowler made a pictorial record of the destruction of the barns
and reduced that to a manageable number for the program. We watched
frame by frame as a 74 year old man with three workers from Guatemala clambered around on the roofs and in the interiors, taking the
barns apart carefully. Billy announced that Longwood is working with a
television production company to prepare a pilot for a show called Barn
Storming.
Submitted by Marilynn Bell, Secretary

JOIN THE HARRISON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY.
Dues are $12 a year and includes this monthly newsletter.

Send check to HCHS, PO 411, Cynthiana, Ky. 41031. Meetings are the third Thursday every month at the CynthianaHarrison Co. Public Library Annex (Charles W. Feix Room)
on Pleasant Street behind Biancke’s Restaurant, starting at 7
p.m. Everyone is welcome! Back issues are archived on our
Web site.
Harrison County History Calendar

September 15 - presentation is jointly sponsored by the library and
will be Dierdre Scaggs, Associate Dean of the Special Collections
Division from the University of Kentucky Libraries. The program
is “Preserving your family treasures” including information about
books, documents, scrapbooks, quilts, uniforms, photographs, and
film.
October - t.b.a.

Billy Fowler

It has been a column or two since I talked about the
Handy House. It is probably time to catch up. One
of the provisions of the lease agreement with the
City and County is that the barns cannot remain.
Another provision is that the Historical Society has
salvage rights on the barns for one year from the
signing of the lease. As a result of that right the
Historical Society entered into an agreement with a
salvage company.
The salvage company that we are working with is
Longwood Antique Woods, LLC of Lexington, KY.
What I learned about this company while searching for a viable company to partner with is that they
reuse almost everything from the buildings they
salvage. The end use may not be the same as the
original use but the material lives on in some way
rather than being burned or sent to some landfill to
rot away. Another strong point about this company
is that they strive to maintain the history of the material being salvaged. As I understand it they provide
the new owner of the material the history of where
the material came from. In this case the history of
the Handy Farm will follow the material to its end
use whether that use is another barn, a cabin, furniture, flooring or etc.
The salvage operation started this month with
some material being removed from each of the three
barns. Some of this material is going into another
barn, some is going into a new house and some is
being made into furniture for a new restaurant. In
addition to removing material for immediate projects one barn has been brought down to the ground
where it will be easier to disassemble the remainng
material which will also be reused.
I probably should mention that the demolition
process was videoed. This video is for a pilot that
is being produced which will hopefully be sold to
either the History Channel or the Travel Channel.
The show is at this point being called “Barnstorming” and will follow the salvage of barns from the
demolition process through the reuse of the material. Producers of the History Channel’s popular
“American Pickers” are working on this project and
we are hopeful that one of the Handy Barns will
successfully launch another hit TV program for these
producers.
Check out http://www.longwoodantiquewoods.
com/ to see learn more about Longwood Antique
Woods and to see some of their work.
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Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum

Martha Barnes, President

www.harrisoncountyky.us/museum/

1888 Handy House barn demolition August 20, 2011 - Photos by Sharon Fowler

Of the three barns on the former Handy Farm to be demolished, this is probably the one built ca. 1888 for breeding
stables. Many of the original stalls and stall doors remained unchanged at the time it was taken down. For more photos
of the barns and a history of the Handy Farm, see the January 2006 Vol. 7 No. 1 issue of Harrison Heritage News (back
issues are in the public library and museum). At the museum, visitors may see many photographs of Cynthiana buildings
that have been demolished through the years, and numerous original tools and equipment used on farms such as the Handy
Farm. Plan a visit soon; we are open every Friday and Saturday from 10 am to 5 pm.

Rattling Spurs
Bill Penn, Editor

150th Anniversary of the Civil War - August 1861
In August 1861 Lucius Desha, a supporter of John C.

Breckinridge in the 1860 presidential election, won as the
States’ Rights (also known as Southern Rights) candidate
for representative of Harrison and Bracken Counties in the
state legislature. This party was composed largely of Breckinridge Democrats who supported the secession movement.
In August 1861, Desha was in the news for stopping
a delivery of guns to a Union camp. After Camp Dick
Robinson in Garrard County was established as a recruiting
station for Kentucky Union volunteers, a shipment of guns
and quartermaster supplies destined for that post departed
by rail from Covington. Lucius Desha and others, who
thought the delivery broke Kentucky’s neutrality policy,
led a large crowd that turned back the thirteen-car train at
Cynthiana. A newspaper accused Desha of demanding a
“guarantee that no more arms would be brought to Kentucky by the General Government, threatening that if it was
done again the road would be destroyed.” During August
1861, 500 rifles eventually reached the Harrison County
Home Guards. Sources: (Frankfort Tri Weekly, August 27, 1861; Clark, The
Notorious “Bull” Nelson, 59.)

Facebook Discussion Group - “You Know You are
from Cynthiana, Ky. If....”

I was recently introduced to this discussion group for
Facebook members which has lively postings about favorite places and people in our past. Many old photographs
and postcards have been posted, some not identified at
first, but usually someone figures out who or what they
are. I noticed that several of the photographs that initially
were not identified would have been familiar to Harrison
Heritage News readers, for they have been discussed in our
publication: Monticello, Abdallah Park, Lebus Field, and
others. I am sure some historical societies have their own
Facebook pages, along with a Web page, blog, and so forth.
Our historical society does have a fine Web page courtesy
of Philip Naff, with much reference material that users of
social media discussion groups such as the one mentioned
above can easily reference. Many past issues of Harrison
Heritage News are archived on our Web site as well. Our
historical society and museum should continue to look for
ways to put more information on the Internet. One day we
may even have a computer donated to the Museum and fans
of the Museum will be able to follow Harold on Twitter.

continued from p. 1
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Hunt Morgan’s stragglers and describe Union camps in
Falmouth and their problems moving artillery up hills.
In November the regiment marched to Lexington and
Jones wrote to his wife about meeting a few relatives while
passing through her home town of Oddville. Continuing
on to Cynthiana his company enjoyed a meal at the expense
of Lucius Desha’s family on the Oddville Pike. Desha was,
however, unable to personally attend to the Yankees as he
was in prison at Camp Chase and would later face indictment for treason for recruiting for the Confederate army.
Jones’ letters would keep his wife aware of what address to use as the regiment moved from town to town and
state to state. From Lexington, the regiment traveled to
Mt. Sterling and Winchester in December 1862. One letter
described winter conditions in camp: “I have a bed fellow.
We have a tent and get straw and place...our over coats and
four sleeping blankets two hors blankets our jackets for pillows and sleep warm as pigs. Theur is fifteen sleeps in the
same tent.”
His letters try to reassure Mary of his safety, stating so
far he hadn’t seen an enemy, and for her to “keep a stiff
upper lip” and “dry them tears.” By February 1863 his
company was patrolling in the Danville and Harrodsburg
area. After being in the service now only five months he
was homesick for his wife, and told her, “I am perfectly
sick of the war,” and that he thought married men had no
business being in the army. On their second anniversary he
wrote that he was sorry he volunteered, for although he still
supported the Union, he thought that he had not personally
made any difference, but had done “a great harm to you in
leaving you.”
Some letters discussed politics. He wrote of being afraid
the U. S. Congress would give in to the Confederate government in a compromise to achieve peace but keep slavery
where it existed.
Captured at Mt. Sterling
Between mid-February and the end of March Jones’
company was captured, paroled and sent to Camp Chase,
Columbus, Ohio, to be held for exchange. The regiment
had been ordered to pursue Col. Leroy S. Cluke’s regiment, which John Hunt Morgan had ordered into central
Kentucky for forage and supplies. Apparently, during
skirmishes with Cluke in Mount Sterling, Jones and others
were captured.
Camp Chase was a prisoner of war facility for captured
Confederates, but also held many civilian “political prisoners” such as Cynthiana’s Lucius Desha and other Southern
sympathizers charged with disloyalty. Several letters tell
of conditions at Camp Chase and even noted three women
in confinement. Jones peeked through a fence and watched
them as, under guard, they walked around an exercise
yard: “Two of them where yung and good loking,” he

Vol. 12 No. 8

4

wrote, something unwise to put in a letter to his wife. He
described another man who committed suicide for he was
denied a furlough to go home.
The East Tennessee Campaign - “bin to war.”
By November his company was released from parole after
being exchanged, and traveled to Camp Nelson, in Jessamine County, on the way to rejoin the 7th Ohio Cavalry,
which was now conducting operations in eastern Tennessee
not far from Kingsport. Passing through London, Cumberland Gap, and Beans’ Station, Jones rejoined his regiment
and participated in his first battles in the campaigns around
Knoxville. He participated in skirmishes at Bean’s Station, Tennessee, on December 9, 1863, and Morristown on
December 10. “Although the ball wihsled arrund very thidk
and shells busted all about where I was,” he wrote, “ but
we wher dismounted and every man got a tree. I fired 26
rounds so I can’t say now that I haven’t bin to war.”
Jones’ next engagement was at Dandridge, Tennessee, on
Christmas eve, which he wrote to Mary about on January
9, 1864. As the third year of the war opened, the 7th Ohio
Cavalry continued operations in East Tennessee, taking
prisoners to Knoxville, and then relocating to Maryville
in February. He described vaccinating procedures by the
medical department and complained of lice: “I skirmish for
them 3 times a week.”
Sometime in mid-February Jones was captured for a
second time and wrote from Knoxville on February 19
that he and his fellow prisoners were unsure of their status,
having been paroled. He apparently had read in the newspapers that the parole was not properly arranged. But, it
is not clear how he was captured or under what circumstances. At the time, the regiment had been scouting and
foraging in the vicinity of Knoxville, with some skirmishing. The regimental history does not mention any particular
engagements in February or the capture of any of the men.
Some of his letters describe Confederate prisoners he saw
being brought into Knoxville.
Back to “Old Kentuck” and Chasing Morgan’s Raiders
In March 1864 the regiment concluded their participation
in the east Tennessee campaign and was ordered back to
Kentucky where they arrived at Paris in early April. He
wrote his wife in early April that he was now “in old Kentuck” and wanted her to ride the train down from northern
Kentucky to visit him, but it is unknown if she did.
Letters written later that month and in May describe
camp life at Nicholasville where the regiment was completely re outfitted with new horses, saddles, uniforms and
Spencer carbines. .
On May 29th he wrote his wife: “I suppose you have
seen that there is talk of Morgan making a raid in this
state.” The regiment, under Col. Garrard, moved to Lexingcontinued on p. 5

continued from p. 4

Harrison Heritage News

August 2011

ton just after Morgan’s Raiders past through and marched
to Paris to join General Burbridge’s command. Jones
described in three letters his participation in the Second
Battle of Cynthiana on June 12, 1864:
June 13- “We had a big fight in Synthiana yesterday morning and whipped him badley. After the fight I went to that
house where we get our dinners the time you came up and
told that widow to write to your so that you might no that
I came out safe. I expect we shall catch Morgan and the
balance of his men but you will hear if of that news in the
pappers. So far I have not had a scratch. John Guy was
killed. I expect we shall run all night for the buggers will
not stop to fight. Thea are disheartened.”
June 19 – “Last Sunday morning it looked a little billous
for we had the hotist fight we ever had but thank fotine
and the prayrs of the loved ones at home and a few from
myself I have come of cle after chasing Morgan nearly out
of the state. Well had a fight with that dreaded Morgan and
sipped him butifully. You never saw such running in your
life. We run them through the town of Cynthiana. Capturing and killing when thea would not stop. Thear was a
great many drownded in Licking trying to cross their by
the bridge. I tell you Mary I saw sights that day that made
me heart sick. Dead and wounded laying al around me
after the battle. We did not ketch up with Morgan as he
could out run us. His horses where all stalin since he came
in the state and of the best kind. He left before we started
after him. We went through Oddville. Jims place looks first
rate. At Witackers thear was abou 20 men and womin. Tea
looked black but on Jims porch thear was a lot of girls and
men that cheerd us as we passes. I looked for Per but did
not se him.”
June 25th – “Our regiment made a saber charge and in
making it my sadle turned in jumping a fence. The Colnl.
Told me to stop and fix it and so I was not in the charge
when the damage was done but I was in time to chase the
Rebs down through the town and about two miles the other
side and caught a great maney prisners. I tell you wemade
an offull scaterment of them. After we had taking care of
the prisners we followed the main part of them nearly out
of the state. We passed through Oddville and I suppose
at one time we wher not more than 30 or 40 miles from
home. I felt like coming over and syang how de do but we
had no time to sway horses. We traveld day and night.“
Battle of Atlanta
Jones’ regiment returned to Nicholasville to recuperate
from the Battle of Cynthiana and chasing Morgan’s men
into eastern Kentucky, but were soon ordered to report to
Atlanta, Georgia, and the command of General Stoneman.
The “long march” began on July 4, and the regiment
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reported for duty near Atlanta on July 24, a distance of
about 360 miles. Jones told her not to worry about him and
wrote, “don’t get the blues.”
His letters on the Atlanta campaign indicate his company was part of Sherman’s rear guard and performed picket
duty. The regiment participated in the fighting around Atlanta as the town was taken. His letters give vivid descriptions of the chaos caused by the battle:
”We played great havock with the houses in the city. I saw
one large hole in the senter of town made by a canon ball.
The huse was the Washington House. It must have been
thrown 4 miles. Our camp is in the woods where Gen.
McPeterson was killed. The trees are tore all to peaces. My
tent is between 2 trees. One full of musket or rifle balls
and the other has the mark of a canon ball right through it
near the ground. There is trees one and a half ft through cut
off by canon balls. Theur is sights here to make a person
shiver to look at. Thea buried thear dead by throwin dirt on
them as thea lay leaving thear feet out and in some cases
thear head and hands. Just a few shovels thrown over thear
middle. I had not the heart to look long at sich sights.”
From Atlanta, the 7th Ohio was ordered to Chattanooga,
then Nashville by November 22, 1864. The regiment then
marched toward Columbia, Tennessee, just south of the
Duck River. On the evening of November 28, during fighting against Confederate forces under General Hood, Jones
was captured a third time. While watching a river crossing,
Company A was cut off from the main command and captured. As a prisoner, he was transported to Jacksonville and
taken to a prison in Annapolis, Maryland, apparently by
ship, arriving May 17, 1865. Of course, Lee surrendered in
mid-April 1865, and so Jones would have been released.
Whether he was imprisoned in Jacksonville from the time
he was captured in November is not clear. Descendents
believe he spent time at Andersonville prison, and he did
own a copy of a history of that notorious prison (the copy
is on display at the museum). In any event, Jones, returned
to his home and his wife Mary in September 1865.
Conclusions
Thus ended William B. Jones’ military career in which
he escaped becoming a casualty, but was captured three
times. He participated in several theaters of the war, including Kentucky, Tennessee, and Georgia, most notably
the famous Battle of Atlanta. Anyone researching the 7th
Ohio Cavalry will find the letters contain many interesting
descriptions of army life and of the operations, skirmishes,
and battles in which Jones participated. The letters may be
viewed at the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum during
business hours of 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays.
continued on p. 6
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151.
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R. C. Rankin, History of the Seventh Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, 1-12,
E. B. Long, The Civil War Day by Day: An Almanac 1861-1865, for dates of
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. [Theodore F. Allen], “The Last Raid of Morgan’s Men, The National Tribune, June 7-14, 1900.
Photos courtesy of the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum.

Further Reading:

R. C. Rankin, History of the Seventh Ohio Volunteer Cavalry (available in
Google Books).
Web page: www.ohiocivilwar.com/cwc7.html

Display case of William and Mary Jones archives

Jones’ stationery with patriotic scenes.

