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Dividing the National Map] 
Published by Rickey, Mallory & Company, Cincinnati, 1860. 
Lincoln and Stephen Douglas struggle to control the northern and western states while John C. Breckinridge 
claims the south and John Bell attempts to glue the map back together. 

Source: http://www.cartage.org.lb/en/themes/arts/drawings/Cartoonography/americacaricature/AbrahamLincoln/division.htm

In 1860 the Democratic Party split over the issue of slavery. Northern Demo-
crats nominated Stephen Douglas, whose platform called for residents of each territory to decide whether to permit 
slavery. Southern Democrats nominated John C. Breckinridge and called for slavery’s expansion into the West. 
John Bell ran on the new Constitutional Party, “which tried to avoid taking any controversial positions, and simply 
promised to maintain the Constitution, the Union, and the laws. Lincoln, the Republican candidate, won the election 
by carrying the North, but received less than 40 percent of the national popular vote.” * Although, statewide, Consti-
tutional Union candidate John Bell won over Southern Democrat John C. Breckinridge, Harrison County supported 
Breckinridge, with 55 percent of the vote, followed closely by Bell, with 41 percent. (see “Rattling Spurs,” p. 3.

*http://americanhistory.si.edu/exhibitions/small_exhibition.cfm?key=1267&exkey=696&pagekey=707)
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Program Notes November 18

President Billy Fowler opened with a  brief  business up-
date regarding the Handy House and the vote of the fi scal 
court to approve the lease with the Historic Society. It is 
expected that the city will follow suit at their next meeting 
on November 23rd.
   Billy encouraged everyone to attend the annual Christ-
mas  joint pot luck dinner with the Harrison County mu-
seum volunteers on December 3rd at 5 p.m.
   The meeting then was turned over to Kenny Simpson 
(see photo below) who used slides and commentary to 
describe his trip to Alaska. We were entertained with a va-
riety of photos of fl owers, mountains, lakes,  wildlife and 
interesting museums as well as the oil pipeline.

Harrison County History Calendar
December 3 - Museum/Historical Society joint potluck at 
the First Methodist Church at 5 pm. (Note: the Oct. issue in-
correctly listed the date as being Sept. 3 - the editor blames 
his new bifocals.)
January 20, 2011 - Randall Boyers will present a program 
about some of his many travels.

President’s Corner
Billy Fowler

billyfowler@kymail.com
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Correction: In the Oct. 2010 (11-10) newsletter, page 2, the 
caption for a photo of Wayne Stafford’s cabin contained 
a typo by the editor: his last name is spelled Stafford, not 
Staffor.

Kenny Simpson, left, spoke about his Alsaskan trip to an atten-
tive audience at the November program. Photo, Sharon Fowler.

As we approach the end of the year Bill (our editor) 
suggested I might want to do a column recapping the 
year for December.  You know good things, bad things 
etc.  I like his suggestion but think I will do it in this 
November issue.  I have decided to save December to 
talk about the Handy House.
     All I have to do now is try to remember what has 
happened for the last eleven months.  Please forgive me 
if I leave out something that seems important to you.  It 
is not that I don’t agree with you, it is just bad memory 
on my part.
     Who can forget the 10th Anniversary Issue of Har-
rison Heritage News in January?  It came about because 
of the dedication and talents of everyone involved dur-
ing the previous ten years.
     The year brought some really good programs to our 
monthly meetings; programs by professional present-
ers like Carol Jarboe who portrayed indentured servant 
Maggie Delaney and Kevin Stonerock who returned to 
entertain us this year with “The Steamboat’s A Comin”.  
We were also blessed with professional quality pro-
grams presented by school groups from both Eastside 
and Northside Elementary schools and individuals such 
as Kenny Simpson and Jerry Dailey.  And once again 
Wayne and Phyllis Stafford graciously hosted us at their 
log cabin.  I hope some of you are starting to realize 
how much you missed when you missed meetings this 
year.  Of course it has not all been about the meetings.  
The many returning local events such as the Raggedy 
Ann Festival, Museum Anniversary, Art Walk and Taste 
of Harrison County were joined this year by an all new 
Pow-Wow.  I am not sure I spelled it right after all this 
is the fi rst time I have tried to spell it and my spell 
check just does not know what it is.  Do you?  If not, go 
next year.  I feel sure they will do it again.
     Of course there are always “bad” things.  We always 
seem to lose members due to their passing.  I intention-
ally will not name them because I do not want to chance 
leaving anyone out.  Their families and friends should 
take comfort in knowing that we miss them.  Another 
bad thing is that unfortunately the Civil War Reenact-
ment did not happen this year, but it will be back next 
year.  I will not rehash the September issue which was 
for the most part about the lack of preservation and loss 
of historic buildings in our community.  All you have 
to do is look around at some of our streetscapes to see 
what can best be described as looking like someone 
with a lot of missing teeth.  The town is trying hard to 
keep smiling but it gets more diffi cult each time another 
tooth or building is yanked away.



Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum
Martha Barnes, President       www.cynthiana-harrisoncountymuseum.org.

150 Years Ago - November 1860 
Abraham Lincoln was elected sixteenth President of the 

United States, with Hannibal Hamlin of Maine his Vice-
President. Lincoln carried all the free states but none of 
the slave states. The legislature of South Carolina passed 
a law calling for a convention to consider secession from 
the Union.      
     Kentucky’s vote in the November 6 election: Bell and 
Everett 66,016; Breckinridge and Lane, 52,836; Doug-
las and Johnson, 25,644; Lincoln and Hamlin 1,366. 
Kentucky’s Gov. Magoffi n wrote a letter to the editor on 
“what will Kentucky do, and what ought she to do, now 
that Lincoln is elected president.” Throughout Kentucky, 
citizens loyal to the Union held meetings.
     Harrison County news - The 1860 census reported 
the county had 513 slave owners out of a total (white) 
population of 13,779, with an additional 3,289 slaves 
and 149 free blacks. Although, statewide, Constitutional 
Union candidate John Bell won over Southern Democrat 
John C. Breckinridge, Harrison County supported Breck-
inridge, with 55 percent of the vote, followed closely by 
Bell, with 41 percent. A. J. Morey, editor of the Cynthi-
ana News, supported Bell and wrote sarcastic comments 
about Breckinridge supports, such as this accusation that 
they told lies: “You can generally tell the Breckinridge 
men by their long noses.”
     In March 1860 the Kentucky legislature established 

the State Guard. Several units were established in Har-
rison County 1860: Harrison Rifl es (Cynthiana) commis-
sioned May 14, 1860, Hervey McDowell, Captain ; Ken-
tucky Guard (Leesburg) commissioned May 12, 1860. 

Series Sources: E. B. Long, The Civil War Day by Day: An Almanac 1861-
1865; Filson Club History Quarterly July, 1961; Civil War Centennial Number;
Wm. A. Penn, Rattling Spurs and Broad-Brimmed Hats (1995) and unpub-
lished manuscript for proposed revised edition of this book.

Kentucky History Center to be Temporarily 
Closed 

Effective Dec. 12, 2010, the Kentucky Historical Society 
(KHS) history campus in downtown Frankfort will adopt 
a seasonal public schedule.
     The KHS history campus, which includes the Thomas 
D. Clark Center for Kentucky History, the Old State 
Capitol and the Kentucky Military History Museum at 
the Old State Arsenal, will close to the public from Dec. 
12, 2010, through March 11, 2011. KHS will be open to 
the public during this time on Saturday, Jan. 8, and Satur-
day, Feb. 12. In addition:
- KHS will be available to schedule visits for groups of 
10 or more people with at least seven days notice of the 
visit during the Dec. 12, 2010 - March 11, 2011 period.
-  Reference services will continue to be available 
through the library by mail, email and by telephone.
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Rattling Spurs - Bill Penn, editor

Merry Christmas  and Happy New Year
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It’s an Epidemic!
by Philip Naff

Epidemic. Today, the word’s use has become all too
common, attached to many a malady of modern 
society, whether it be obesity in children to 
overspending by politicians.  Dictionaries coolly define 
it as “a temporary prevalence of a disease,” but in 
most people’s minds, if you were to package 
contagion, terror, and death all into one word, then 
epidemic would be the word of choice.
     While Harrison County has had its share of
disasters over the years, floods, tornadoes, bitter colds,
heat waves, few of its communities has ever had to
endure an epidemic of a scale that the authors of 
history books have thought so fierce as to write about 
it.  Indeed, W.H. Perrin in his 
history of the county published in 
1882 devoted only a few lines were 
to the topic, more “to celebrate to 
general absence than presence of 
violent scourges among us,” noting 
that Cynthiana in particular “has 
not commonly been a sufferer from 
these causes.”  In the 19th century, 
it seems that only two epidemics 
caught the attention of historians.  
Both epidemics were caused by 
“the cholera.” Cholera is an 
infection of the small intestine 
which is contracted by consuming 
water that has been contaminated 
by human feces containing the 
Vibrio Cholerae microbe.  The victim 
comes down with a severe and 
prolonged case of diarrhea.  Death is caused by the 
resulting dehydration.  Given adequate fluids and clean 
water, most will make a full recovery, but a full 
understanding of the causes of cholera did not exist in 
the early portions of the 19th century.  The first 
epidemic to strike Harrison County was in 1833, and it 
was the worst.  A weaker, and perhaps more 
prolonged, attack followed in the very late 1840s and 
early 1850s.
     What the History Books Say—It is not known 
by the author what, if any, contemporary narratives of 
the first cholera epidemic to strike Harrison County in 
1833 still exist.  Most of the readily-available accounts 
of the event weren’t written until a half century later.  
Perrin’s 1882 History of Bourbon, Scott, Harrison and 
Nicholas Counties, Kentucky included brief narrative 
describing both epidemics, and newspaper columnist 

John M. Cromwell, in an article entitled “The Cholera 
in Cynthiana” published in the Cynthiana Democrat on 
July 20, 1933, draws heavily on the account given in 
the Perrin history.
     Perrin recorded that “in 1832, just a year before the
first cholera visitation . . . scarlet fever prevailed
fearfully in town, attacking young children mostly.”
     Then, in the late spring of 1833, “cholera broke out
violently in Cynthiana, carrying off upward of fifty
citizens.  Mrs. William K. Wall was the first person
attacked, the disease soon terminating fatally.  Hon.
William K. Wall, her husband, was at the time
engaged, and in the midst of a speech at the court
house, when he was hastily summoned to her aid at his
residence, only a few yards distant.  But no rescue was
possible.  The cholera raged about three months,
when it ceased as suddenly as it had begun.”  Perrin 
also noted that about the same number had died from 

the cholera as had died from scarlet 
fever of the previous year.
     The 1882 history reported that 
nearly a generation later, in “July,
1849, there were a few cases of
cholera in town, two of the victims
being Dr. Thomas Magee and Dr.
J.W. Kimbrough; also a
considerable number of cases
occurred in the vicinity, especially
on Raven's Creek.”
     The cholera lingered for a 
couple of years, then, “in 1851, on
Saturday, the 14th of September,
cholera again suddenly appeared,
carrying off Daniel Musser,
Thomas Trimnel and David
Woodruff, his wife, and three of his

five children.  Other victims were John Fuller, brick
mason; Stephen Shumate, cabinet-maker; and eight or
ten negroes.  The scourge broke out Saturday night,
and ceased the following Tuesday, nor has it prevailed
here since.”
     While there were just a few dozen victims of the 
1833 epidemic in Cynthiana, the epidemic was not 
confined by county boundaries.  Cholera deaths were 
reported throughout north central Kentucky, in 
Flemingsburg, Paris, Maysville, and Louisville.  In 
Lexington nearly 500 people out of a population of 
just over 6,000 died from the disease and the Lexington 
Observer and Reporter published the names of all the 
victims of both epidemics.  What were the names of 
the epidemic’s victims the cholera epidemics in 
Harrison County?
     The Final Roll Call—It is not known at present if 
any such lists of Harrison County victims was 
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published, but several other resources do provide the 
names of a good number of the victims of both 
epidemics.
     In a 1928 column, Cromwell noted that “the
population of Cynthiana has increased very slowly; in
fact between 1830 and 1840 it decreased” from 978 in 
1830 to 798 in 1840, and wondered “if the cholera, in
1833, was not responsible for this decrease.”
     Beyond those numbers, census records do not help 
much in determining the damage caused by the 
cholera.  If the mortality schedules of the 1850 U.S. 
Census of Harrison County had survived, they would 
have provided information about the earliest victims 
of the second cholera epidemic to strike Harrison 
County communities in the twelve months preceding 
the “Census Day” (June 1) of 1850.  The death records 
established by Kentucky’s Sutton Law and which 
document deaths in the county in the 1850s (annually 
from 1852 thru to 1859) do record 
the names of several cholera 
victims.  The presence of the July, 
1852 cholera deaths of William K. 
Eskridge, 69, Thomas J. Eskridge, 
6, Willis F. Eskridge, and Rachael 
Bryant, 66, as well those of four 
residents of Colemansville in the
death records of Harrison County 
document that the dreaded disease 
lingered beyond the September, 
1851 incidents reported by Perrin.
     Cholera lived on in the 
memories of those who survived 
the epidemics.  Nearly half-a-dozen 
of the biographical sketches 
published with the histories of 
Harrison County communities in 
History of Bourbon, Scott, Harrison and Nicholas Counties, 
Kentucky make reference to a father or mother of the 
subject of the biography who had succumbed to the 
dread disease.  In 1928 John Cromwell wrote: “My
grandmother, a young girl at the time, has related to
me many harrowing tales of the cholera of 1833.  It
seems people were so excited that some of the actually
died from fright, and in some instances victims were
buried alive by frenzied relatives and friends.  Another
fact that she dwelt upon was the immense amount of
fruit that year.  The trees were literally loaded down
and no one would dare touch it.”
      In a column entitled “The Old Cemetery,” 
published July 19, 1928, Cromwell wrote of his time 
spent documenting the inscriptions on the old 
tombstones still to be found there in 1928.  He 
mentioned that he had “visited the old cemetery the
other day and spent an hour deciphering the

inscriptions on some of the old monuments.”  He 
found indications that several were victims of the 1833 
epidemic on one was the “inscription, recorded on
one of the old style slabs, built up over the grave, ‘To
the memory of Priscilla M. Wall, consort of W. K.
Wall, who departed this life June 14, 1833.’”  He wrote 
that she “was the wife of Maj. William K. Wall, quite a
prominent citizen of Cynthiana in the long ago; and I
seem to remember that my grandmother once told me
that she died of that then dreaded disease, the cholera,
which swept the country in 1833.”
     Cromwell’s four-page list of tombstone 
inscriptions, entitled “Record of graves still to be seen 
in ‘old Graveyard’ at Cynthiana, Harrison County, 
Ky.” was completed in September, 1928.  The names 
of more cholera victims can be gleaned from his work.  
Cromwell noted that 38-year-old Wesley Broadwell (d. 
June 22, 1833) was a cholera victim.  It might be 

surmised that others also died of 
cholera based on their youth and 
the timing of their deaths.  Two 
sons of Dr. A. & Mary A. Adams 
might have been.  Three-year-old 
James C. Adams, died July 17, 
1833, and his one-year-old brother, 
John E.C. Adams, died just a 
couple of days later.
     Probate records on file in the 
Harrison County Court Clerk’s 
office may reveal the names of a 
few more victims.  Fourteen wills 
are on file in the probate record for 
1833.  The will of Marshall 
Makemson was submitted July 11, 
1833 and probated on August 14.  
He had resided at his father’s house 

in the county for only three months when he became 
ill.  It was a nuncupative, or spoken, will, and its date 
suggests that he became an unexpected victim of the 
cholera epidemic.  Wills written in the late spring and 
early summer of 1833 but which were probated in later 
years, may provide a list of cholera victims who 
unexpectedly survived.
     While the number of casualties of the two 
antebellum cholera epidemics of north central 
Kentucky may have been small by today’s standards, 
one need not look very far from the present day’s 
news to see just how serious the effects of cholera can 
be, just follow the news reports coming out of Haiti.  
In the 1830s and in the 1850s a full understanding of 
how to prevent the spread of cholera was lacking.  Yet
a greater familiarity with the disease has not been able 
to effectively eliminate its presence.  The terror is still 
there today just as in 1833.
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“The Pestilence That Walketh in
Darkness and Wasteth at Noonday.”

----------
A vivid account of the 1833 cholera epidemic

by Lucinda Rogers Boyd (1840-1913)

     Up from the foul waters of the Ganges, in 1833,
rose the invincible emissary of death--Asiatic cholera;
and followed the line of travel until it reached
Cincinnati.  There it paused for a time to slay its
victims.
     An old tin-peddler determined to leave Cincinnati
and seek security from the deadly disease in the
country.
     He made his way on foot, selling his wares as he
came, to Cynthiana, and felt secure as he entered the
clean, quiet little village.  The citizens had no fear of
him; they did not believe cholera contagious.  A short
time after his arrival Major W.K. Walls's first wife was
taken violently ill, and died in a few
hours.  The physicians pronounced
her disease Asiatic cholera.  It spread
rapidly, and whole families were
swept away in a night.  Men left
home in the morning apparently in
good health and before evening were
brought home dead.
     When the cholera began to “rage”
in Cynthiana, the tin-peddler fled,
and tried to return to Cincinnati, but
took the cholera, a few miles out of
town, and laying dying on the road-
side in sight of two country hotels.  
People began to think that cholera
was infectious, and that the tin-peddler had been the
cause of its appearance in Cynthiana.
     All the idle “bad boys” in town had turned “Good
Samaritans,” so they went five or six strong to
administer to the tin-peddler.  The heat of the sun was
scorching.  The first thing they did was to build a
shelter of planks over the dying man; Mr. Nicholas
Coleman gave him a suit of good clothes and bed-
clothes to make him more comfortable, but nothing
done for him caused the disease to abate.  One of the
Good Samaritans broke open a hemp-barn, and he
and his fellow-laborers bore the tin-peddler to its
friendly shelter where he died.  Mr. N. Coleman
furnished his burial clothes and the Good Samaritans
buried him.
     There is no doubt that many persons were buried
alive in that time of terror.
     There was a Miss -----, at Lair's Station, who
apparently died of cholera.  She was prepared for the

grave and placed in a coffin.  A relative went to take a
last look, as she thought, at the remains of her loved
one.  She placed her hands on the girl's face and
moved her head slightly.  The dead girl opened her
eyes and looked at her horrified relative in an
unconscious way, but with an expression that proved
that she was alive.  The people in the house took the
girl from the coffin at once, removed her grave
clothes, and used restoratives, and had the pleasure of
seeing her sit up in bed and talk rationally.  She did not
know that she had been believed to be dead, nor that
but for the undertaker having been delayed in
Cynthiana she would have been buried.
     She talked cheerfully for hours, and then without
complaining of pain she died.  Every effort was made
to resuscitate her, but in vain.  Physicians pronounced
her really dead, and she was buried.
     The greatest excitement prevailed.  The death list
was about equal between those who used remedies

and those who did not while
suffering from cholera.
     All the time cholera was in
Cynthiana, and it was here three
months, the atmosphere was damp
and intensely warm about noon of
the day, but cold and damp nights
and mornings.  It began here in June.  
There were frequent rain showers
almost every day, and after they
would cease the sun would shine out
on the wet ground with a pale light,
but with heat so intense that the
earth would steam.  Fruits, vegetables
and vegetation of all kinds were
abundant.

     Many persons died from fright.  Mr. Harvey Martin
lived, in 1833, where Mr. A. Ashbrook formerly lived.  
His wife died of cholera after being ill a short time.  
Mr. Martin went to the room of his aged mother and
told her that his wife was dead.  She fainted, and never
revived, and was buried.
     Cholera was a mystery in 1833.  Who knows any
thing about it to-day?  Somebody has discovered that
microbes of a certain kind cause the disease.  But of
what avail is this discovery?  To cope with the myriads
of microbes, or invisible death germs, that cause
cholera, one would be compelled to go armed with a
microscope and to magnify every drop of water and
every article of food necessary to sustain life.  Living
always in the fear of death is far worse than death
itself.

Source:  Boyd, Lucinda Rogers, Chronicles of Cynthiana and Other
Chronicles, Cincinnati:  Robert Clarke & Co., 1894, pp. 119-21.


