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Here I am again, time to give an update on the
Handy House lease. It seems that I am able
to report some progress each month. This is a
pleasant change from the years of stalemate with
the Handy House project.
You may recall my last report that there was
an upcoming meeting. That meeting happened
as planned. We agreed on the size of the yard
to be included with the house and the surveyor
has since completed the survey of the area. It is
my understanding that the survey has now been
added to the proposed lease and the lease has
been distributed to the members of both the Fiscal Court and City Commission. They will now
review the lease and if they are in agreement I will
receive a copy to review with our Board. Once all
three groups are in agreement the ﬁnal proposed
lease will be sent to the Kentucky Heritage Council for their review. Hopefully next month will bring
even more progress to report.
The next topic is one that came as quite a surprise a few days back. I received a call from our
friend and fellow member Cindy Franklin. There
was a magazine reporter at the Library who had
been assigned to do a column on Oddville. Cindy
wanted to know if it was OK to have the lady give
me a call. I was not sure I could help much but of
course it was Ok for her to call. Later that day I
spoke by phone and in person with Amanda Hervey and her friend and travel companion Brittany.
Each month Amanda’s editor randomly assigns
her the name of a place in Kentucky. She then
has twenty-four hours to travel to the place and
obtain a story. Her ﬁrst assignment was a place
that began with the letter A. She has since traveled through the alphabet, letter by letter, town by
town until she has now reached O.
Well, O sent her to Oddville. Even though
I am a 10 year resident of Oddville, I am in no
way an expert on the community. She did explain that the story did not necessarily need to be
about history, it could be a human interest story
or anything interesting. I shared what I could to
go along with the research she had done at the
Cynthiana-Harrison County Library. She had
already talked to some others in the area and
had an appointment to talk with members of the
Whitaker family. It seems that whatever, hopefully interesting, thoughts she went home with will
become a column in the December/January issue
of Kentucky Monthly. For anyone who wishes to
review her work and read about Oddville later this
year Kentucky Monthly is one of the magazines
available at the Library.

Program Notes - August 19, Show & Tell

Business meeting: Work on the wording of the lease for the
Handy House is going forward. The ﬁnal draft will be submitted
to the Kentucky Heritage Council for their review. It is anticipated
that the lease will be signed prior to the November election. A reporter for the Kentucky Monthly magazine spent a day in Oddville
recently researching in preparation for an article on the village.
Publication is expected to be in the December/January issue.
Program: The Show and Tell program featured many interesting
items such as a pistol with a stock attached (circa Civil War) an
old telephone from Billy Fowler’s collection of 54, coin silver pitcher and teapot, a very old doll buggy, a beautiful quilt and Harold
Slade brought the 25 caliber riﬂe that was used by the enemy to
shoot at Harold in the Philippines in 1945. There were many other
items too numerous to list. In adjourning the meeting Billy encouraged everyone to attend the September meeting on Dutch Chapel
Road at the cabin of Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Stafford.
(Submitted by Marilynn Bell, secretary)

(left) Y
You Should Have Been There
Kevin Stonerock made a presentation
at our July meeting: “The Steamboat’s
A Comin’! -A grand adventure of story,
song and ﬁrst person living history about
life on the Ohio River from the frontier
era through the glorious age of steam,
with special emphasis on the showboats.
In addition to song and story, the audience will meet four rollicking river characters (portrayed by Kevin), including a
keelboat man, a steamboat passenger on
the J. M. White, a showboat barker from
the 1890’s and steamboat captain Ebenezer Cline.” (from his Web page).
Photo by Sharon Fowler

Harrison County History Calendar

September 16, We will once again meet at Wayne Stafford’s
log cabin.
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Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum

Martha Barnes, President

www.cynthiana-harrisoncountymuseum.org.

Tobacco Heritage in the Museum
The old white barn on our family farm at present hangs full
of tobacco. Recently cut, the tobacco crop housed there
evokes truckloads or perhaps wagon loads of memories.
Our grandchildren, especially the ones aged thirteen
to six, have wagon loads of questions. From the youngest,
“why do they say ‘housing’ tobacco? - they’re putting it
in the barn, not the house” and “why are those little doors
on the side of the barn open now?” and “what’s a stripping
room?” Finally, these thoughts for grandmother, “That really looks like fun to climb up in that barn. Why can’t we?”
Some of the older children are curious as to the propriety in raising tobacco with health issues and all. Adult
responses are difﬁcult to understand and to accept. Was it
all right to grow tobacco then, but not now? Why wasn’t
something else raised?
Try accepting the task of explaining heritage to an eight
year old. Heritage - that is what exempliﬁes our CynthianaHarrison County Museum.
Items related to tobacco are displayed throughout the
museum. In a 2001 issue of Harrison Heritage News (isn’t
our editor-indexer wonderful?), I wrote about the museum’s
tobacco collection. Within the museum’s collection are
tobacco seed envelopes ($1.50 per ounce), tobacco pegs,
hand setters, a tobacco deadener, tobacco knives, spears,

hatchets, sticks (some made into walking sticks), hands of
tobacco, a wall press, tobacco twist, tobacco cans, cigarette machines, a tobaccometer, tobacco baskets- full, half,
miniature, advertising items - calendars to bumper stickers,
bricks from razed tobacco warehouses, and on and on.
Highlighting the display are a number of pictures- paintings and photographs. Pictured are people, places, procedures. Also on display in a calendar are reproductions
of paintings by Woodford County artist, Toss Chandler,
capturing the month-by-month process of growing burley
tobacco. At some time, these paintings were available as
posters distributed by a tobacco company. That would be a
fantastic ﬁnd for the museum’s collection.
Since that 2001 issue of HHN, we continue to add tobacco items. One of several large items recently added is a
LeBus Tobacco Warehouse Duckbill with a basket. Another
very large addition is a huge barrel. At ﬁrst, some thought
we had added a hogshead. After much work and research,
Curator Harold and his wife, Dorothy, have conﬁrmed
that we still do not have a hogshead. Interested? Curious?
Come visit the museum to see the huge item and the other
heritage items.

Notes to Harrison County Victorian Invoices and Checks
(See pages 1, 4)
These invoices and checks with engraved letterheads are from the collection of the late Bill Hinkson. They belonged
to his grandfather, Thomas Hinkson, who owned the Redmon Distilling Company on Gray’s Run, which was located
on the west side of South U. S. 27 on the farm behind the present Farmers National Bank branch. Thomas Hinkson’s
portrait and more of these ﬁnancial papers are in the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum.
p. 1 - (top) Megibben, Bramble & Co. Excelsior Distillery, Lair’s Station, payment dated November 22, 1883.
p. 1 - (bottom) J. S. Linehan, livery, feed, sale and hitch stables, work for Redmon Distilling Co. dated Jan 1, 1901.
Linehan’s livery was on Pleasant Street.
p. 4 - (top) Abdallah Park, founded by W. H. Wilson in 1875 on Waterworks-Abdallah Park Rd opposite the Ladish
Rd. bridge. Mr. Wilson built the facility for harness racing and to buy and sell horses. See Harrison Heritage News
July 2005 (Vol. 6 no. 7). Apparently Mr. Hinkson used this letterhead to make notes, for no amount due was shown.
p. 4 - (middle) T. J. Megibben & Bro, distillers of “pure Bourbon, Rye and Wheat Whiskies, Lair, Ky.” Invoice dated
Mar 8, 1886, for corn and ﬂour.
p. 4 - (next to bottom) Cook & Ingles invoice dated January 2, 1899, for iron.
p. 4 - (bottom) Cynthiana Saddle & Harness Co., Jan. 2, 1899, Main Street, P. H. Kehoe, manager, for various harness.
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