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Harrison County’s Lost Buildings
Cynthiana Publishing Company Building
Bill Penn

Cynthiana Publishing Company Building
- This building, which stood on the east side
of South Main Street (now a parking lot by
an alley) was owned by W. A. Stewart in
1877. The Log Cabin was printed here from
1897 to 1953, when it combined with the
Democrat, which continued in this location
to 1961. Photo, ca 1960s, courtesy of Kay Allen
Wilson.

Beers 1877 map of Cynthiana (detail) of east
side of south Main Street. Cynthiana Publishing Co. Building site (marked on map) is ﬁrst
lot above the alley, owned in 1877 by “W. A.
Stewart.” Bridge St. is at the bottom.
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Billy Fowler

It is May here in Oddville, which is just a few miles out

of Cynthiana for anyone that does not know where to
ﬁnd it. May ﬁnds me sitting here wondering what to talk
about in this months column. This probably seems like
a strange way to start off but the truth is I just can not
think of anything to write about. What you don’t know
is that I have started several columns this same way over
the past year. If you can not remember reading those it is
because I always came up with something after starting
and changed directions. The beauty of working with a
computer is the ability to just delete that strange sounding
beginning after developing a better thought into a column.
Well this month is going to be the exception.
Since I have gone this far and still have not developed
a single reasonable thought, you get to read my ramblings
while I say absolutely nothing. Not very professional you
say! Well remember this like all the Historical Society
positions is voluntary and sometimes my brain is just
blank. I contemplated sending a message to our editor,
saying just go without me this month but I just could not
do it. You see, they save this space in the newsletter just
for me and if I don’t use it then someone else has to do
more voluntary work because of my inability to have a
good thought.
By now you have to wonder how long I can go on
about nothing. Have you heard me talk? I am conﬁdent
that the people who have listened to me will tell the rest
of you that I can go on forever about nothing.
Before I close out I have a word for our ever faithful
editor Bill Penn. I hope this is enough to ﬁll that blank
spot on the page. Because I have ofﬁcially gone totally
blank! Maybe next month will be better.

Program Notes - May 20,2010
The program featured teacher Jeff Kinney’s ﬁfth grade history club from
Eastside Elementary School. Mr. Kinney explained how his students
arrive at school on Tuesday mornings at seven o’clock, bringing their
breakfasts with them. They augment their studies beyond what the
curriculum provides through videos, web sites and other materials. The
students brought with them the exhibits they had created and taken to
a state convention in Frankfort. The projects covered a wide range of
subjects from Kentucky coal mining, Ale-8-One sodas, Kentucky sports,
the Civil War Battles for Cynthiana, the Battle of Perryville, the Battle
of Blue Licks and others. Each participating student was given a complimentary copy of the historical society’s book, Cromwell’s Comments.
A report from President Billy Fowler gave the status of the Handy
House lease agreement as unchanged. The city and county are now
waiting for the report from the archeological survey. The new historic
marker correcting the error for the dates of the battle for Cynthiana discovered by student Joe Moss will be featured on “What’s Cool in Your
School “segment of news on Channel 36 Monday, May 24th

Harrison County History Calendar

Apr. 15 - Living History - Northside Elementary history students.
May 20 - History projects - Eastside Ele. 5th grade history class.
Jun. 17 - Jerry Dailey, ex-FBI career with four presidents.
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Decorative initial from the Alphabet Pittoreque (1827). Cahill & Company.

Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum

Martha Barnes, President

www.cynthiana-harrisoncountymuseum.org.

Baseball and Harrry Rhodes Wiglesworth
In

the March HHN “museum tidbits,” I mentioned spring and
baseball and Harrry Rhodes Wiglesworth. One would be surprised at the number of baseball/sports items in our museum
collection.
Harrry Rhodes Wiglesworth ran a shop on Court Street (1996Joe B. Hall Court). He sold Texaco gasoline and repaired tires,
bicycles, etc. Harry was a big sports fan and an especially strong
supporter of the Pittsburgh Pirates.
Harry’s shop was a gathering place for both young and old
during the baseball seasons. Someone would keep a play by
play record of each Cincinnati Reds game as it was broadcast on
the radio. Sports fans could visit Harry’s and review this record
anytime until the next game.
Most did not know that Harry was creating scrapbooks during
many of those years. Some of these books were passed on to his
good friend, D. C. Baldwin. Mrs. Mary Nancy Baldwin donated
the books to the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum. Included
in these books are Harry’s records of the following baseball seasons: 1929 through 1934 and 1937.
In reading about this year’s Decorators’ Showcase, April
24-May 16, 2010, GlenLary Farm, Paris, KY, memories of Mr.
Wiglesworth and his family were renewed in an article about
a previous Decorators’ Showcase. A May 10, 1979 Cynthiana
Democrat article told of the Showcase held that year at Faywood,

a Woodford county mansion on Pisgah Pike. William Thomson
Wiglesworth purchased Faywood in 1890. He and his wife had
eight children, one of whom was Harry Rhodes Wiglesworth
- surely our Harry Rhodes Wiglesworth. All corrections, connections gratefully accepted. [This house is on the present Hopewell
Farm, located on the southeast corner of Old Frankfort Pike and
Pisgah Pike. ed.]
Decorators’ Showcases bring to mind fresh memories of the
May 16, 2010 Tour of Homes sponsored by the Cynthiana Arts
Council. More than 300 visitors reveled in tours of the magniﬁcent river city homes of Wayne and Nell Anne Gossett, Frank
and Debbie Henson, Stephen and Rebecca McCauley, Bob and
Nancy Owen, Bradley and Emily Vaughn, and Nick Thornton and
Mandy Gossett. The houses were on Pike, Bridge, and Pleasant Streets. (Wonder why Pleasant Street was so named! Street
names-that’s another story) The homeowners exhibited much
work, much willingness to share, much enthusiasm, and much
history.
As thoughts move from baseball to homes, I am reminded of
the marvelous history of this community. Some of the history
can only be in our memory, but much remains ever present in
houses and other buildings, in the museum, and in the efforts of
dedicated historians and citizens.

Where is this house?
Help us identify this
photo by calling the
Cynthiana-Harrison
County Museum or
email the newsletter
staff.
Submitted by Kay Allen Wilson.

Joseph and Lydia Fleming Cummins Family Reunion
This couple were married in Bourbon Co. KY in 1793 and
lived at Antioch Mills in what is now Harrison Co. KY. They
had 13 children and 140 grandchildren. Eight of the children went to Illinois in early 1800s and the other ﬁve stayed
in Kentucky. Anyone with Cummins Family connections is
invited to attend. On 11-12 June 2010 the reunion will be
held at Antioch Mills. Housing will be at the Comfort Suites
Inn in Georgetown KY. On Friday 11 Jun 2010 at 6 p.m.
a pay-your-own-way dinner at Golden Corral in Georgetown will start the festivities. On Saturday, 12 June 2010
we will meet at the at the Antioch Christian Church on US
27 north of Cynthiana at 9 a.m. for family history and up
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dates. Later a hay ride will be taken to the Antioch Cemetery on the hill above the old homestead within sight of US
27 followed by a box lunch at church. In the late afternoon
we will go to the farm of Dennis and Melissa Beckett near
Brooksville for a pig roast. Reservations are needed for
attendance at the reunion and a fee of $15 each will be required in advance to pay for the box lunches, pig roast and
expenses. Individual reservations must be made for rooms
at the Comfort Suites Inn, 121 Darby Drive, Georgetown,
KY 40324 1-877-868-9500. Questions and reservations
go to: Douglas Harper, 1116 Deer Haven Lane, Lexington,
KY 40509 859-543-9277 E-mail: Oddville50@aol.com

Hodgman & Co.’s Kentucky State Gazetteer, Shipper’s Guide and Business Directory for 1865 and 1866
In 1859 enslaved African Americans accounted for
nearly a fifth of Harrison County’s population, yet that
year’s gazetteer hardly gave a hint of this fact. It is not
clear just how far the year had progressed by the
publication of this 1865 edition, and one must keep in
mind Kentucky’s rejection of the 13th amendment and
the flight of blacks from the state, but little changed
with regards to documenting the African American
presence in the business world of the Harrison County
economy. It appears no African American business are
listed in the 1865 gazetteer, even though, given their
representation in the county’s population, they were
certainly contributing to the county’s economy, only
now as free men and women.
The following texts have been transcribed verbatim,
with the full texts as seen in the original entries, with
some slight modifications to improve legibility and
comprehension.
So, it is time again take a short walk back down the
streets of simpler times in Harrison County, do a little
window shopping, and enjoy this glimpse into the past
as much as these texts will allow. The first stop in your
journey is . . .
Beaver.
----Smith, Robert & Son, dealers in dry goods, groceries,
boots, shoes, hardware, etc.

Hodgman & Co.’s

Kentucky State Gazetteer,
Shipper’s Guide and
Business Directory
for 1865 and 1866
Compiled by Philip A. Naff (philnaff@comcast.net)

A gazetteer is defined as a “list and description of
places such as villages, towns, and cities and may also
mention neighborhoods, cemeteries, populations, rivers
and mountains, and other geographical features.”
Hodgman & Co.’s Kentucky State Gazetteer, Shipper’s
Guide and Business Directory for 1865 and 1866 was the
second of at least eight such volumes published in
Kentucky from 1859 to 1896 which are currently
accessible in public libraries across Northern Kentucky.
This gazetteer, paired with that of 1859-60, the text
of which was published in the September 2009 issue of
the Harrison Heritage News (Vol. 10, issue 9), serves to
bookend the documentation of the Civil War years in
Harrison County using Kentucky gazetteers. In any
given decade changes might be expected, but more so
in the 1860s, especially given the disastrous effects of
General John Hunt Morgan’s 1864 Raid on Cynthiana,
which destroyed many buildings and businesses of
downtown Cynthiana (To learn more about it, read
“W.S. Haviland and the Cynthiana Civil War Damage
Claims” by William A. Penn (September 2007 Harrison
Heritage News (Vol. 8, No. 9)).
Many of the statewide gazetteers for Kentucky of
the latter half of the nineteenth century weren’t just for
providing a list of place names with brief descriptions.
They included business directories and served as the
phonebooks of their era, with lists of businesses and
the men and women who ran them in each city, town
and community, along with plenty of advertisements,
which helped to pay for their publication. They
provided information about access to shipping points,
railroad availability, stagecoach fares, and the distances
between communities.
Most of the information about the smaller
communities was provided to the publisher by the local
postmasters, and while there are only two post offices
in Harrison County today, there were a dozen or more
at any given time during the latter half of the 19th
century. The failure of a few postmasters to respond to
the queries of the publisher may account for the lack of
a listing for some communities, while the selfpromotion of others may have made their communities
look larger or more important than their size alone
would have indicated.

Berry Station.
----A post village of Harrison county, situated on the
Lexington and Covington railroad.
----Adams, R.S., dealer in dry goods.
Adams & McNels, general merchants.
Boyd’s Station.
----Boyd, F. & L.C., dealers in dry goods, groceries,
hardware, &c.
Broadwell.
----Vannton, Thomas D., tanner and dealer in dry goods,
groceries, hardware, &c., &c.
Broadwell Cross Roads.
----McDaniels & Phillips, dealers in dry goods, groceries,
&c.
Buena Vista.
----A postoffice of Harrison county, 44 miles southsouth-east from Frankfort.
----4
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Cynthiana.
----A post village, capital of Harrison county, situated
on the south fork of Licking river, and on the
Kentucky Central railroad, 37 miles north-east of
Frankfort and 33 north-east from Lexington. It
contains 3 or 4 churches, an academy, 1 bagging
factory, 1 woolen factory and 1 tannery. Population
about 2,000.
----Ames, E., county surveyor.
Bently, Mrs. L., milliner and dress maker.
Boyd, G.A., grocer.
BOX, FRANK, dealer in stoves, tin and sheet iron
ware.
Bowen, A., distiller.
Broadwell, M.L., liquor dealer.
Charney, H.M., dry goods dealer.
Cox, Henry, grocer and tanner.
Cummins, Richard, cabinet maker.
DABNEY, R.J., dealer in drugs, medicines, &c.
Day & Dills, dealers in produce and groceries.
Day, John D., carpenter and builder.
DELLING, C.D., manufacturer and dealer in readymade clothing, gents; furnishing goods.
Dills & Lands, dealers in dry goods.
Endicott, Wm. H., merchant.
Endicott & Talbert, dealers in flour, grain and produce.
English, Thomas, boot and shoe maker.
Frizzle, J.T., druggist.
Givins, D.A., dealers in dry goods.
GIVENS, D.H., dealers in fancy dry goods.
GRANDBECK, D., jeweler and watchmaker.
Grandbeck, Mrs., milliner.
GRAY, F., baker and confectioner.
Gray & Cook, flour merchants.
Hoffman, Wm. R., jailor.
JONES, ROBERT, dealer in Staple & Fancy Dry
Goods, Main street, between Pike and
Pleasant.
McGibbon, Thomas, distiller and rectifier.
McIntosh, J.W., dealer in dry goods.
MAGER, J.L., boot and shoe dealer.
Martin, J.T., grocer.
Montague, Mrs. Lewis, milliner.
Northcutt, W.L., dealer in dry goods.
OXLEY, L., carriage and wagon maker.
PECK, J.W., dealer in groceries and produce.
Poindexter, John, distiller.
Shawhan, John L., distiller.
Shawhan, James, lumber dealer.
Shawhan, H.E., distiller.
SHUMATE, WM., cabinet maker and dealer in
furniture.
Thompson, Wm., dry goods merchant.

Smith & Garrett, dealers in dry goods, groceries, &c.
Smith & Marsh, general store.
Claysville.
----A small village in Harrison county. Population 60.
----Ciman, S.B., dealer in dry goods.
Curran & Duncan, dry goods merchants.
DUNCAN, J.W., dealer in groceries.
Jackson, E., dry goods dealer.
Newman & Bro., dealer in groceries, liquors, &c.
Whitehead, N.R., dealer in dry goods.

Colemansville.
----A post village of Harrison Co., situated on the south
fork of Licking river, 50 miles south-east of Frankfort.
It has about 100 inhabitants.
----Adams & Dudley, dealers in dry goods.
Berry, Geo. W., Jr., general store.
Blair, Joseph P., fancy dry goods dealer.
Bruce, John, grocer.
EGLER, JACOB, dealer in groceries, dry goods,
tobacco, &c.
Hume, Newton L., dry goods merchant.
Limerick, N., grocer.
Magee, W.R., grocer.
McNEES, GEO. W., manufacturer and dealer in
harness, saddles, &c.
Smith, H.E., miller.
Swim, Ephraim, general store.
Wolf, Jas. L., dry goods merchant.
Connersville.
----A post village of Harrison Co., 42 miles east-northeast from Frankfort.
----Conrad, A.L., general store.
Conrad, Joseph, dry goods merchant.
EVERLETH, FREDERICK R., saddle and harness
manufacturer.
Gurley, H.W., merchant.
Redd, Wm., dealer in dry goods, groceries, hats, caps,
&c.
Tucker, F. & Co., dealers in groceries, grain, produce,
&c.
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WEBSTER, C.A., dealer in Groceries, Hardware,
Cutlery, &c.

Raven Creek.
----A post office in Harrison county, in the northern
part of the State, 43 miles north-east from Frankfort.
----SCOTT, J., dealer in dry goods, clothing, hats, caps,
boots, shoes, gents furnishing goods,
groceries, hardware, queensware, etc.

Havilandsville.
----A post village of Harrison county, situated on
Richland Creek, 14 miles from Cynthiana, 54 from
Frankfort, and 130 from Louisville. Population 150.
----ANDERSON, THOMAS, dealer in dry goods, boots,
shoes, etc.
Conway, H.B., miller and wool carder.
Haviland, H.H., Justice Peace.
King, George & John, distillers.
Morgan, E.J., blacksmith and plow manufacturer.
Pollan, Geo. F., Justice Peace.
Rainey, R., physician.
STRUVE, L.F., dealer in groceries, hardware, liquors,
produce, etc.
West, S.P., dealer in dry goods, boots, shoes, etc.
Whitaker, R.J., constable and general collector.

Richland.
----A small village in Harrison county, in the northern
part of the State, about 50 miles north-east of
Frankfort.
----STROWE, S.F., dealer in dry goods, groceries,
hardware, etc.
Robertson’s Station.
----A post office in Harrison county, and a station on
the Kentucky Central railroad, in the southern part of
the State, 45 miles north-east from Frankfort.
----MARTIN & BLAIR, dealers in dry goods, clothing, etc.
MARTIN & BRO., dealers in dry goods, clothing, etc.
Robertson, James, dealer in general stores.

Kentontown.
----A post village of Harrison Co., 50 miles east-northeast from Frankfort.
----HARDING, D., dealer in dry goods, groceries, boots
and shoes.

Rutland.
----A post village in Harrison county, in the northern
part of the State, 50 miles north-east from Frankfort.
----MUSSELLMAN, J. & BRO., dealers in dry goods,
clothing, hats, caps, boots, shoes, etc.

Leesburg.
----A post village of Harrison Co., situated on Silas
Creek, in the south-western part of the county, 10 miles
south-west of Cynthiana, 27 miles east-north-east of
Frankfort, and 7 miles south from Covington. It
contains three churches, one wool and one bagging
manufactory. Population about 25.
----Anderson, James W., blacksmith.
Boswell, B.T., dry goods, hats, caps, boots and shoes.
BROCK, F.W. & J.B., dry goods, groceries, etc.
HELLMAN, S.P., dry goods, etc.
Hillman, S.P., physician.
Mentroer & Holding, merchants.
Shields, T.B., carpenter.
Thomas, J.D., dry goods, hats and caps.
THOMPSON, JAMES A., dry goods, hats, caps, boots,
shoes and groceries.
Woodford, J.M., physician.

Scott’s Station.
----A postoffice of Harrison county, in the northern
part of the State.
----WEBB, H.L., dealer in dry goods, groceries, hardware,
boots, shoes, hats, caps, notions, etc.
Source: Hodgman & Co.’s Kentucky State Gazetteer, Shipper’s Guide and
Business Directory for 1865 and 1866, Hodgman & Co., Louisville &
Cincinnati, 1865. The Harrison County communities listed in this
gazetteer (with their corresponding page numbers) were: Beaver,
Harrison County (p. 72), Berry Station (p. 73), Boyd’s Station,
Harrison Co. (p. 77), Broadwell, Harrison County (p. 77), Broadwell
Cross Roads, Harrison County (p. 77), Buena Vista (p. 78), Claysville
(p. 83), Colemansville (p. 84), Connersville (pp. 84-5), Cynthiana (pp.
106-7), Havilandsville (p. 127), Kentontown (p. 136), Leesburg (p.
138), Lee’s Lick (pp. 138-9), Raven Creek (p. 318), Richland (p. 318),
Robertson’s Station (p. 319), Rutland (p. 322), and Scott’s Station (p.
323).

Lee’s Lick.
----A small post village of Harrison county.
----Nevil, John, tavern keeper and grocer.
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