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Harrison County’s “Smart Set”:
Inventors and their Inventions
Do you know what this device is supposed
to do? Would you trust your life with it?
In 1880 Thomas Wherritt of Cynthiana
thought you might want to if the building you
were in caught ﬁre and you couldn’t escape
down the stairs in his “new and Improved Fire
Escape.”
“In making use of this device the operator
attaches himself to the rope L by the means
described, then loosens screw H until the
frictional strain of the sleeve on the straps
D allows the friction of the straps on the
windlass to be overcome by the weight of the
person on the rope, and the latter passes out
slowly from the reel as the reel and windlass
revolve together inside the convolutions of the
friction straps.
“It will thus be seen that the person is
slowly lowered by his own gravity to the
ground without any risk of an accelerated
velocity, for if his speed of descent increases,
the rope, in passing more rapidly through the
sleeve G, increases the tension in the frictionstraps, and this consequently increases their
brake action on the windlass and retards its
revolution . . . “
“After all the occupants of a building have
escaped but one, the last one may reverse the
ends of the rope, attaching the lower end of
the rope to the hook above, and then descend,
taking the machine with him.”
It is not known at present if Mr. Wherritt
had any success with his “new and Improved
Fire Escape,” but it was just one of many
creative ideas put to paper by Harrison
County’s “smart set,” its inventors.
(Turn to page 4 to read more)
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Billy Fowler

Instead of my normal column I have chosen to present you with an e-mail inquiry I just received. Mr.
Curtis states that he believes the referenced newspaper article of long ago is referring to Cynthiana and
Historic Society Meeting, November 19, 2009
not Paris, likely because Abdallah Park was located
at Cynthiana. With Paris just a few miles south of
Old Business: No change in the status of the lease between Cynthiana, I ﬁnd it conceivable that the bell could
the city and county governments and the Society regarding easily have made its way there after disappearing
from the Courthouse yard in Cynthiana. (His e-mail
the Handy House.
Charlene Wilson expects to complete copying the 1895- is cliffordcurtis@live.com)

early 1900s school records copied by the end of the year.
After being put into page protectors, the records will be on “Hello,
I am trying to research an old bell my family in Ohio
exhibit in the museum.
ended up with that originated in Abdallah Park. I
The speaker was Ms. Angela Travers from the Buffalo
made a few attempts a couple of years ago on this
Trace Distillery in Frankfort. She presented an interesting without much success. However with older books
history of bourbon whiskey in general and the Buffalo Trace being copied to the web this has become much more
distillery in particular. The distillery is the oldest in coninteresting.
tinuous operation. Ms. Travers invited everyone to tour the
“The Bell, which we still have, is about 8 inches
facility any time.
in diameter and with it is a letter from Lloyd ShirMarilynn Bell, Secretary ley (V.P. C.S. Bell Co. Hillsboro, Oh) That is dated

Sarah Kinney (above) presented a program Oct. 16 on Harrison
County women inﬂuential in ﬁelds of education, public health and
public service. Photo, Sharon Fowler.

Harrison County History Calendar

Dec. 4 - Xmas potluck (joint with the Cynthiana/Harrison Co.
Museum) 6:00 p.m. at First United Methodist Church.
January 21 - Meet at the newly renovated Prizing House located on North Church Street.
February 18 - Historical show-and-tell (always a favorite)
Mar. 18 - Carol Jarboe portays 18th c. Irish woman Maggie
Delaney, who came to the colonies with family as indentured
servant.
Apr. 15 - Living History - Northside Elementary history students.
May 20 - History projects - Eastside Ele. 5th grade history class.
Jun. 17 - Jerry Dailey, ex-FBI career with four presidents.

‘April 29, 1935. In the letter he speaks of interest in
the history of the bell and its age. He also refers to
the bell being Manufactured in 1846 (which makes
little sense considering C.S. Bell was ‘Established in
1858’)
“With the letter is an article from the Cincinnati
Enquirer that reads: “’OLD BELL LOCATED’ Paris
Ky., April 27 --- The bell which called the horses to
Abdallah Park in the long ago has been found. Mrs.
James Reno, antique fancier found the bell in an old
woodshed and will have it displayed in a prominent
window in the city.
“Abdallah Park, one of the old-time trotting horse
parks of the country, burned many years ago. The
bell was found in the ashes and placed in the Courthouse yard to announce the sale of horses and other
such events. Later it disappeared and was located
only this week. The bell was cast as the C.S. Ball
Foundry, Hillsboro, Ohio, in 1846.
“(I think that they are referring to Cynthiana and
not Paris. The year of the article was 1935. I also
believe the “C.S. Ball Foundry” is a typo that should
say C.S. Bell Foundry.)
“We are trying to ﬁnd any more information on
the bell. You can email me or call at 7404080856
Thank you,
Cliff Curtis”
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Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum

Martha Barnes, President

www.cynthiana-harrisoncountymuseum.org.

“I will honor Christmas in my heart and try to keep it all the year.” Dickens
November - a special month - a special time, sometimes
overlooked as we glide into the next holiday season. It
seems that more and more we let the media dictate our
celebrations, our memories, our timing.
Each day, each month should be a time of thanksgiving. We are so blessed. As well, each month should/
could be a time of remembering and recognizing our
veterans. Where would we be without them, their dedication, their service, their sacriﬁce?
In previous columns, I have mentioned our museum’s
tribute to our local veterans - spanning time from the
American Revolution to Iraq, but what could be more
important? As I grow older, I realize how critical these
memories are. From high school and college days, I did
not retain much military history. As time moves on, it is
overwhelming to think about the responsibility of history
teachers today. How much instructional time does one
spend on various wars? How does one determine and/or
convey the importance of each?
Last week at the museum, we hosted a group of Girl
Scouts. While touring the military section, some perused

the huge notebooks containing local veterans’ stories and
photographs. It was wonderful to see two ten year old
ﬁnd their great-grandfathers’ World War II stories. The
girls were excited. One of them rediscovered that her ﬁrst
name was the same as her great-grandfather’s surname.
Throughout the museum’s ﬁfteen years of existence,
it has been enlightening to work closely with a number of
World War II veterans. What an extraordinary group!
“I thought how many men like him had fallen through
the years. How many died on foreign soil? How many
mothers’ tears? How many pilots’ planes shot down?
How many died at sea? How many foxholes were soldiers’ graves? No, freedom is not free.”
Visit the museum. Spend some extra time in the military
section. Be thankful. Embrace each season. As we have
slipped into December, I share another favorite quote

- words from author Charles Dickens- “I will honor
Christmas in my heart and try to keep it all the year.”

Harrison County, Kentucky, Historical Publications Make Great Xmas Gifts

available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 124 South Walnut Street, P.O. Box 411, Cynthiana, KY
41031 (859-234-7179)
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana. This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories,
the famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and
events connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint. $5.00 OUT OF PRINT
- Cynthiana Since 1790. Virgil Peddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the owners/businesses located on
each lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923. 171 pp.
(See separate index below). Paperback. $20.00
- Index - Cynthiana Since 1790 (William A. Penn). Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his
book. This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map. 30 pp. Paperback. $3.00
-- This Old House by Katherine Wilson. Now back in print with index, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early
Harrison Co. houses and the families who have occupied them. 70 pp., index, paperback. $15.00 - Cromwell’s Comments, by John M. Cromwell (1862-1951) is a reprint of Cromwell’s 1928-1941 Cynthiana Democrat columns on the
history of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., KY). William A. Penn and George D. Slade, editors. Paperback; preface; 2 maps;
21 photos; 4 illus.; annotated; index; 200 pp. (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002), $10 plus $3 shipping.
Shipping/handling for above books: Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for ﬁrst book (unless otherwise noted above), $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notiﬁed if special shipping fees apply. No shipping fee
on Index - Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks/money orders payable to “Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum.” No credit cards. Prices/fees subject to change.

Following available only from Historic Midway Museum Store 859-846-4214: George Slade, Railroads in Harrison

County, paperback, 82 pp., many illustrations, maps, depot photos and plans, bridge photos, $20.00 plus $4.00 shipping. See copy online at www.harrisoncountyky.us/railroads/
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Harrison County’s “Smart Set”
Life couldn’t have been easy for early man, the
Neanderthal, the Cro-Magnon, Homo Erectus or Sapiens, or any other, but evidence indicates that they
did try to improve their daily lives. Someone among
them discovered fire, another invented the wheel.
They would occasionally document their successes on
the cave wall. Progress took time, a “few” millennia,
but their “inventions” kept on coming. Did any make
any profit for their work? Do we know any of the
names of these earliest inventors? Not a one.
To remedy that situation some of the caveman’s
American descendants established the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office to issue a patent for an invention,
which is “the grant of a property right to the inventor”
for a term of 20 years from the date of application.
Patent law gives the successful applicant “the right to
exclude others from making, using, offering for sale,
or selling” the invention among other rights.
With the recent release of a database at
Ancestry.com entitled “U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office Patents, 1790-1909,” it is now easier to find out
the names of those inventors who could be identified
as residents of Harrison County, Kentucky for the first
half our our country’s history. The table below is
believed to be as comprehensive a list of Harrison
County inventors or patent holders for the period as
can be discovered using the search parameters
provided by Ancestry (The U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office website (www.uspto.gov) also has a searchable
database). There are eighty patents/applications listed
here, yet there still may be more who could added to
this list, certainly many more in the next century.
Whether you are looking for ancestors or cousins
with an inventive mind, or a historian looking for what
was going on in the minds of Harrison County’s
“smart set,” this list may provide an answer.

Patent Holder/Inventor
Lindly, Jacob
Thompson, Joel
Cromwell, Jos. & Henry F.
Hemingway, Daniel
Cromwell, Henry F.
Ammerman, Philip
Wilson, William H.
Smith, John Newton

Hairless Heirs
Early man faced many hardships, but the one thing he
never seemed to suffer from was hair loss; he seemed
to have an abundance of it, assuming the depictions of
them in museums and textbooks are accurate. If early
man ever had a formula to prevent it, he never shared
it with his descendants, for they have been forever
searching for the cure.
One of them, John Newton Smith, M.D., of
Colemansville, gave it a try in 1872. We do not know
if he needed any himself, but did develop a “hairdressing or restorative” which was “to prevent the hair
falling off, to encourage its growth, and to produce a
luxuriant growth of hair on bald heads.” Who hasn’t
heard all of that beofore!?!
The patent provides instructions on how to
prepare Dr. Smith’s restorative: “Take dried leaves of
sage, one ounce; best black tea, one and one-half
ounce; pure water or rain-water, one gallon; make an
infusion, and add bay rum, one quart; pure glycerine,
five ounces; tincture cantharides, one ounce; corrosive
sublimate, thirty two grains; box-wood leaves, one
handful. Digest for three days, and perfume with oil
of bergamot or other scent.
“The first infusion may be strained before adding
the other ingredients, or the whole mixture may be
strained after it has stood three days or more to
digest.”
To date, no word has been heard as to its true
effectiveness and Dr. Smith’s patent was the only one
of the eighty which offered no illustration. Does
anyone care to give it a try? If successful, please
report the results to the Harrison County Historical
Society as soon as possible!

Invention
Machine for Cutting Screws on the Ends
of Bedstead-Rails
Machine for Cutting Screws on the Rails
of Bedsteads
Improvement in the Construction of
Wrought-Iron Plows
Fireplace
Improvement in Plows
Improvement in Harvester-Rakes
Improvement in Head-Protectors for
Horses
Improvement in Hair-Restoratives

Patent No.

Year

797

1838

2,198

1841

2,274

1841

3,821
26,655
83,355
127,820

1844
1860
1868
1872

129,608

1872
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Patent Holder/Inventor
Fennell, Joseph
Fulk, Columbus E. & Joshua J. Good
Fulk, Columbus E. & Joshua J. Good
Fennell, Joseph
Brannock, James L. & James A.
Cleveland
Sparks, Thomas
Hutton, James F.
Preston, John, Charles W. Tennis, &
Joel B. Hamilton
Banks, Edmund R.
Cook, Cyrus B.
Redmon, Hope, Jr., Harrie D.
Frisbie, & Joseph M. Clary
Cook, Cyrus B.
Wherritt, Thomas
Hamilton, Joel B.
Clingman, Joseph L.
McGladery, David
Fennell, Joseph
Fennell, Joseph
Eveleth, Frederick A.
Fennell, Joseph
Saunders, David R. & John E.
Welling
Adams, John W.
Bowman, Dick
Smith, James Ravencraft & Daniel
McShane
Sandy, Charles Wesly
Earle, James T., Joshua J. Good, &
Hope Redmon
Lauderman, Oliver S.
Smiser, James W.
Welling, John Edward
Welling, John Edward, Oteria E.
Frisbie, & D.L. Evans
Cox, William H.
Smiser, James W.
Lowe, Melvin W., John W. Daniel, &
Charles S. Ewing
Cason, William H.
Venable, Joseph G.
Poindexter, John W.

Invention

Patent No.

Year

Improvement in Boots for Horses
Improvement in Fenders for RailwayCarriage Wheels
Improvement in Plows
Improvement in Horse-Boots
Improvement in Sleds

133,768
154,327

1872
1874

154,470
175,062
181,403

1874
1876
1876

Improvement in Corn-Planters
Improvement in Shuttles for SewingMachines
Improvement in Seed-Planters

185,591
200,305

1876
1878

213,066

1879

Improvement in Coffee-Pots
Improvement in Combined Governor and
Self-Adjusting Cut-Off
Improvement in Toe-Weights for Horses

218,214
218,492

1879
1879

218,574

1879

Gear for Automatic Action of Throttle
and Slide Valves
Fire-Escape
Tobacco-Fly Exterminator
Nut-Lock for Rail-Joints
Rein-Holder
Knee-Boot for Horses
Quarter-Boot for Horses
Device for Making Cart-Saddles
Horse-Boot
Animal-Poke

225,799

1880

234,828
251,222
273,029
279,411
283,990
288,220
288,933
317,525
340,367

1880
1881
1883
1883
1883
1883
1883
1885
1886

Railroad-Switch
Belt-Tightener
Horse-Detacher

348,608
380,081
432,574

1886
1888
1890

Attachment for Saw-Bucks
Machine for Folding Strips of Paper, &c.

461,278
465,522

1891
1891

Signal-Lantern
Bier
Water-Filter
Water-Filter

467,011
476,423
489,354
516,981

1892
1892
1893
1894

Filter
Bier
Nut-Wrench

552,041
590,282
599,715

1895
1897
1898

608,510
610,777
11,829 (See
646,872)

1898
1898
1900

Broom-Clasp
Nut and Bolt Lock
Tube for Grain-Drills
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Patent Holder/Inventor
Ridout, Franklin Anderson & Mary
M. Anderson
Poindexter, John W.
Boyd, Henry M., Hope Redmon, &
John W. Renaker
Ross, Frank L., James T. Earle,
Joshua J. Good, Hope Redmon,
& Blanche M. Wilson
Rankin, James W. & William D.
Trimnell
Welling, J. Edward, Austin Eli
Colegrove, & O. Frazer
Welling, John E. & Walter C.
Renaker
Patterson, David C. & J.T. Hedges,
Jr.
Conner, A. Reed
Renaker, Walter C.
Poindexter, John W.
Wilson, John W.
Baker, William, Sr.
Redmon, Hope, Rufus L. Hall, &
Robert H. Conway
McKinley, Marques
Redmon, Hope, Rufus L. Hall, &
Robert H. Conway
Hicks, Edward W.
Scott, James Luther
Scott, James Luther
Argo, John T.
Haley, Joseph W. & Burrell Haley
Colegrove, Austin E. & Shelton Reed
Smith, Thomas B.
Scott, James Luther
Fennell, Charles
Goldnamer, Benjamin F. & Robert
C. Hall
Cox, Walter M. & Arthur M. Cox
Smith, Thomas B.
Fennell, Joseph
Fennell, Joseph
Scott, James Luther
Frisbie, Harry D., Sr.
Wilson, James Thomas
Thomas, Abe
Monson, Thomas
Baird, Robert P.

Invention

Patent No.

Year

Rein-Holder

644,461

1900

Tube for Grain-Drills
Rail-Joint

646,872
660,484

1900
1900

Autographic Register

663,667

1900

Badge

666,024

1901

Ice-Pick

667,276

1901

Grain-Tube Connection

680,748

1901

Blowpipe

686,758

1901

Design for a Flag
Grain-Tube Cup
Seed-Tube for Grain-Drills
Fishing-Float
Box-Fastener
Telephone System

35,985
694,419
702,114
721,267
724,242
749,225

1902
1902
1902
1903
1903
1904

Wrench
Means for Synchronizing the Instruments
of Telephone Systems
Fire-Extinguishing Apparatus
Pitman
Pitman-Rod Connection
Lifting-Jack
Hoisting Apparatus
Chimney-Cap
Body-Protector
Nail
Photographic Developing Apparatus
Carrier

750,994
752,710

1904
1904

758,362
763,802
786,686
786,712
802,039
811,764
819,091
831,303
834,463
849,124

1904
1904
1905
1905
1905
1906
1906
1906
1906
1907

Automatic Whistle
Trace-Holder
Horse-Boot
Horse-Boot
Pad
Fireplace-Heater
Gage for Type-Setting Machines
Journal-Box
Gate-Hinge
Vehicle-Brake

849,661
852,353
858,272
858,273
860,498
869,775
871,902
872,695
880,902
921,788

1907
1907
1907
1907
1907
1907
1907
1907
1908
1909
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Illustrations of the Inventions of Harrison CountyPatent Holders, 1790-1909
1879 - No. 218,214 - Improvement in
Coffee-Pots

1900 - No. 644,461 - Rein-Holder

1881 - No. 251,222 - Tobacco Fly
Exterminator

1906 - No. 834,463 - Photographic
Developing Apparatus

1898 - No. 608,510 - Broom-Clasp

1907 - No. 849,661 - Automatic
Whistle

1892 - No. 467,011 - Signal-Lantern

1904 - No. 749,225 - Telephone
System

1876 - No. 175,062 - Improvement in
Horse-Boots
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The
Genealogy
Box

A supplemental newsletter for
genealogy and family history
research in Harrison County,
Kentucky .
By Philip Naff.
(philnaff@comcast.net)

The “Roaring Twenties”
Humor and history. One doesn’t
normally think of the two as a
natural pair, as much of human
history has been a pretty grim affair.
While genealogists don’t necessarily
find a lot to laugh about in
researching a family tree, with all the
wills, death certificates, obituaries,
and tombstones they have to look
at, it doesn’t hurt to have a good
sense of humor when it comes to
discovering the inevitable foibles
and follies of our ancestors.
Despite the hard times they lived
through, it seems likely that our
ancestors must have had a sense of
humor to help them survive their
day, but can the humor of our
ancestors be documented? Yes, it
can. Local newspapers are one
source, and another is in the high
school annuals of Harrison County’s
past. A robust collection of
Cynthiana High School and
Harrison High School yearbooks
can be found in the Kentucky
Room of the Cynthiana-Harrison

County Library (which have been
scanned and are available on CD).
A smaller collection of yearbooks
for the rural community high
schools can be located at the
museum.
While they are great resources
for photos and documentation of
the school experience for many
generations, what the yearbook
staffs did in the 1920s is what this
article is all about.
They call that decade “the
Roaring Twenties.” What were they
“roaring” about? The economy was
improving and times were good
after all the hard years of war and
disease (the Spanish Influenza of
1918). The decade was aptly
named. Relatively recent inventions
called automobiles were roaring
down newly-paved roads and
airplanes were roaring in the skies
above. In Kentucky and across the
nation crowds roared as Man O’War
eased his way to yet another victory
at the racetrack, and movie and
radio audiences roared with laughter
at the routines of what might be
called the nation’s first generation of
comedy superstars, Charlie Chaplin,
Harold Lloyd, Buster Keaton, and
Will Rogers.
In the spirit of the times CHS
yearbook staffs decided to spice up
their annuals with an added dose of
humor in the form of a page or two
of jokes. It was an additional spiceof-life that hadn’t been done before
and rarely since (It is interesting to
note, that some of the characters’
names which appear in the jokes
look to be those of real people,
students and teachers).
Will the jokes one reads, sees,
and hears in modern media today be
as funny as the following jokes were
to a generation born a century ago?
One wonders, but you be the judge.

1923
“I’m quite a near neighbor of
yours now,” said R. Lee. “I’m living
just across the river.”

“Indeed,” replied Miss Box, “I
hope you drop in some day.”
~
“I am afraid doctor,” said Mrs.
Smith, “that my husband has some
terrible mental affliction.
Sometimes I talk to him for hours
and then discover he hasn’t heard a
word.”
“That isn’t an affliction madam,”
was the reply. “That’s a gift.”
~
Mr. Sims: “So your father is ill.
I hope it is nothing contagious.”
Ronald: “Gee! So do I. The
doctor says dad is suffering from
overwork.”
~
Mother: “Did you break any of
the rules today, John?”
John Ewing: “No’m; I was a
good boy. Teacher broke two
though—one on little Harry
Fletcher and another on me.”
~
Mr. Jameson: “Why is it that
you are always at the bottom of the
class?”
Dorothy: “It doesn’t make any
difference daddy; they teach the
same thing at both ends.”

1924
Cop: Here! Where did you steal
that rug.
Tramp: I didn’t steal it. A lady
gave it to me and told me to beat it.
~
Barber: Does the razor hurt?
Dick: Can’t say, but my face
does.
~
Amelia sent her latest poem,
“Why I Live” to an editor to be
published. This was what he wrote
back: “My dear young lady, the
reason you live is that you mailed
the poem instead of bringing it
personally.”
~
Brud: This match won’t light.
Betsy: Whatsa matter with it?
Brud: Dunno, it lit alright a
minute ago.
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~
Senior: Barber, that razor sure
does pull.
Barber: That’s all right, I’ll get
the whiskers off if the handle don’t
break.
~
We recently heard of a poet who
wrote about the “window in his
soul” and wondered if he was of any
kin to the guy who had a “pain in
his stomach.”
~
Advice for safety during a fire—
Don’t throw breakable things out of
windows. Keep your head.
~
Stranger: “Son, where is your
father?”
Son: “He’s down in the pasture
with the hogs; you’ll know him; he’s
got on a straw hat.”
~
English Teacher: You should
write your themes so that the most
stupid person could understand
them.”
Sap: “Yes’m. Now what is it
that you don’t understand about it?”
~
After the Law of Compensation
had been carefully discussed Grey
said: “Oh, yes, I see. For instance,
if a man were born with one leg
shorter than the other, the other
would be longer.”
~
Buff: “Did you take a shower
last night?”
Brud: “Why, is there one
missing?”

1925
Teacher: “Melvin, what is a
panther?”
Melvin: “A panther ith a man
who makths panths.”
~
Fithian—“Hello, Paul, been
huntin’?”
Paul: “Yes.”
Fithian: “Shoot anything.”
Paul: “Shot my dog.”
Fithian: “Was he mad?”

Paul: “Well, he didn’t act any
too darn pleased.”
~
Desha: “I called on Margaret
last night and I wasn’t any more
inside the house before her father
asked me my intention.”
Myrtle Louise: “That must have
been embarrassing.”
Desha: “Yes, but that’s not the
worst of it. Margaret called down
from upstairs and said, ‘That is not
the one, father.’”
~
Dorothy: “Miss Klosse, what
keeps us from falling off the earth
when we are upside down?”
Miss Klosse: “Why, the law of
gravity, of course.”
Dorothy: “But how did people
stay on before the law was passed?”

1926
Reed Martin (in Physics exam.) :
“How far are you from the right
answer?”
Tom Tudor: “Two seats.”
~
Mr. Lawson: “Gaul is divided
into two parts, Hether and Farther
Gaul. The Gauls live in Farther
Gaul.”
Strouse: “Ahem! Hether Gaul
would be Farther Gaul if you were
in Farther Gaul, wouldn’t it?”
Mr. Lawson: “Strouse, you may
go to the study hall.”
~
Poet: “I put my whole mind into
this poem.”
Editor: “Evidently; I see that it’s
blank verse.”
~
The teacher was trying to give
her pupils an illustration of the
word “perseverance.”
“What is it,” she asked, “that
carries a man along rough roads and
smooth roads, up hills and down
hills, through jungles and swamps
and raging torrents?”
There was silence, and then
Tommy, whose father was an auto

dealer, spoke up: “Please miss,” he
said, “there ain’t no such car.”

1929
Mr. Botts: “What inventions
have done the most to help people
up in the world?”
Harry Bland: “The elevator and
the alarm clock.”
~
Luther: “This is a grand country,
Jake.”
Jake: “How’s that?”
Luther: “The paper says you can
buy a five-dollar money order for
five cents.”
~
“Are you Hungary?”
“Yes, Siam.”
“Then Russia to the table, and
I’ll Fiji.”
“All right, Sweden my coffee and
Denmark my bill.”
~
“Why are teachers like Ford
cars?”
“Because they give the most
service for the least money.”
~
Miss Duffy: “Are you sure this
story is original?”
Marshall Bell: “Yes’m, I think
so, but I did change the punctuation
a little.”
~

