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Harrison County’s Forgotten Horse Industry
Bill Penn

Harrison County has an interesting and important 
history of breeding Saddlebreds and Standardbreds. 
What are the differences between the two horse 

breeds? “The American Saddlebred, formerly known as 
the American Saddle Horse, is a breed of horse that was 
developed in Kentucky by plantation owners. Today, in 
the horse show world, they are most commonly seen under 
saddle in Saddle seat style riding, and in various types of 
driving, including pleasure driving and various types of 
fi ne harness competition. They are also occasionally seen 
in other disciplines including dressage, hunter/jumper, and 
western riding. They also are popular parade mounts and 
used for trail riding due to their comfortable gait and steady 
temperament.”
     “Standardbreds are a breed of horse best known for their 
ability to race in harness at a trot or pace instead of under 
saddle at a gallop. Developed in North America, the breed 
is now recognized worldwide for its harness racing ability. 
They are solid, well-built horses with good dispositions that 
are also used under saddle for a variety of equestrian activi-
ties, particularly in the Midwest and eastern United States. 
The name “Standardbred” was fi rst used in 1879, due to the 
fact that, in order to be registered, every Standardbred had 
to be able to trot a mile within the ‘standard’ of 2 minutes 
and 30 seconds.”  (source: Wikipedia.com) 
     Our newsletter began documenting Standardbreds and 
Saddlebreds, harness racing, and trotting horse breeding in 
Harrison County in an article on W. H. Wilson and Abdal-
lah Park in July 2005 (Vol. 6 No. 7). Mr. Wilson not only 
established Abdallah Park, but was also one of the  found-
ers of the Red Mile raceway in Lexington. Abdallah park 
was built in 1875 at the end of the present Waterworks/Ab-
dallah Park Road, opposite the Ladish Road bridge.  A few 
other newsletter articles have touched on trotters, such as 
those written about the Handy House, home of W. T. Handy 
from 1888-1923. Mr. Handy’s farm, Chestnut Hall, con-
tained a stock breeding establishment that included Sultan. 
(See vol. 7 no. 1 and vol. 10 no. 7). In future newsletters we 
plan to feature other horse breeding operations, such as the 

Owen family and others.
     Beginning on page four, Harrison Heritage News is 
continuing articles on Harrison County’s horse industry 
with a reprint of an American Saddlebred magazine article 
written by the late Lynn Weatherman on Harrison Chief, 
a Foundation Sire Saddlebred from Harrison County. Mr. 
Weatherman was editor of that magazine, with offi ces in 
the Kentucky Horse Park, but resided in Harrison County, 
where he occasionally attended meetings of the Harrison 
County Historical Society. It was there he told me that our 
historical society should be aware of the important Saddle-
bred and Standardbred history in our county. 
     Harrison Chief F. S. was owned by James W. Cromwell, 
father of John M. Cromwell. His  210 acre Locust Grove 
Farm was located one mile from Cynthiana on the west side 
of Old Lair Road near Sellers Run. He was son of Henry F. 
Cromwell, who manufactured carriages, wagons and plows. 
James Cromwell also owned two other stallions, Major 
Nichols and Abdallah Membrino. 

(Harrison Chief F. S. continues on page 4)
              

(above) Abdallah park was built in 1875 at the end of the pres-
ent Waterworks/Abdallah Park Road, opposite the Ladish Road 
bridge. A grandstand was added about 1890, but the structure 
burned to the ground in 1927. 
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Program Notes Oct. 16, 2009
Business mtg: President Billy Fowler reported on the 
Handy House lease arrangements being considered. Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Cravens will restore the 1840s two story 
log cabin on their property with the help of Wayne Staf-
ford. They will keep it on its original site and plan to use 
it for the family. Charlene Wilson reported that the copies 
of school records to be maintained in the museum will be 
provided without cost. She is organizing records for 65 
one room schools circa 1895- 1906.
Program: Mrs. Sarah Kinney spoke about women in 
Harrison County who were infl uential in fi elds of educa-
tion, nursing and public health and public service. She 
mentioned such noteworthy examples as Liz Peddicord, 
Marilyn Wash, Martha Beshear, Lura Gail Swinford, Nel-
lie Giles, and Katie Wilson. She also spoke of how her 
mother, Mary Pete Swinford, was regarded as an early 
radical feminist. Mrs. Swinford led support for a public 
swimming pool, helped to preserve the courthouse,  and 
attempted to preserve the covered bridge. She was a life-
long advocate for children and succeeded in achieving a 
lunchroom at Marshall School and she was the fi rst wom-
an elected to the Harrison County Board of Education.
 Mrs. Kinney also mentioned that William Fortune 
is writing a biography of her father, Judge Mac Swinford, 
and the book is expected to be released in the spring of 
2010.
    -Marilynn Bell, Secretary

Harrison County History Calendar
 November 19 - History of whiskey and distilleries 
presented by Angela Travers of Buffalo Trace Distillery 
(Joint with the Cynthiana-Harrison Co. Library).
Dec.  4 - Xmas potluck (joint with the Cynthiana/Harri-
son Co. Museum) 6:00 p.m. First United Methodist 
 January 21 - Meet at the newly renovated Prizing House 
located on North Church Street.
February 18 - Historical show-and-tell
Mar. 18 - Carol Jarboe portrays 18th c. Irish woman 
Maggie Delaney, who came to the colonies as an inden-
tured servant.
Apr. 15 - Living History - Northside Elementary history 
students.
May 20 - History projects - Eastside Ele. 5th grade his-
tory class.
Jun. 17-Jerry Dailey, ex-FBI career under four presidents.

President’s Corner
Billy Fowler

billyfowler@kymail.com
The newsletter staff and I have been exchanging e-mails about 
this and upcoming newsletters when I suddenly received the 
one that got me in kick start mode.  Bill Penn said he is about 
fi nished with the newsletter and asked if I had sent my col-
umn.  Well, I chose to not reply since I had not only not sent 
it, I had not even written it!  I felt it would be better to start 
typing a column instead of typing an e-mail that said I have 
nothing.  As you have probably learned by now, my columns 
are not necessarily about great moments in history or any-
thing like that.  I do at least try to make them informative and 
this one has started out by helping you understand about the 
creative process that puts together the newsletters.  At least 
my part, as you can see sometimes is simply, “oh no what do 
I do now?”  I also generally prefer to just report on a variety 
of subjects that come to mind instead of attempting to write a 
single subject essay.
     The last couple of months I have mentioned negotiations 
with the City and County and Historical Society about the 
Handy House.  I was hoping for an announcement by now.  
My only announcement is that we are still talking.  Our most 
recent meeting was with the City and County Attorneys.  That 
is about all I can report since I have not yet received the typed 
information from that meeting.  Everything seems to be posi-
tive at this time and hopefully will remain that way until an 
agreement is reached.  Once again I will say I hope to be able 
to make an announcement in the next newsletter.  (If I am 
starting to sound a little like a politician it is only because of 
spending so much time with them recently.)
     I was afraid we would not have much of a turnout at the 
last meeting because of the weather.  That was not the case 
and I told Sarah Kinney it was because of the scheduled enter-
tainment.  She did not disappoint.  Her presentation was both 
informative and entertaining.
     I am sure there are a lot of people in Harrison County who 
could make informative and entertaining presentations at the 
Historical Society meetings.  We need to think of who those 
people are and see if we can get them scheduled.
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Railroads in Harrison 
County, Ky., (2005), 
by George Slade, ed-
ited by Wm. A. Penn, 
will soon be available 
to view online at www.
harrisoncountyky.
us/railroads/. Printed 
copies are still avail-
able from Bill Penn at 
Historic Midway Mu-
seum Store. Pictured 
is Mr. Slade. Photo,
Bill Penn, 2005.



Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum
Martha Barnes, President       www.cynthiana-harrisoncountymuseum.org.

At fi rst, when folks would ask me “What’s new at the mu-
seum, “ I thought it somewhat an oxymoron. It reminded 
me of the boys who came to the museum on a recent Sat-
urday - one a regular visitor, the other a fi rst time visitor. 
After looking around the front room, the newcomer turned 
up his nose and asked, “Is this just a bunch of old stuff?” 
My gut reaction was to respond, Well, yes” - but his little 
buddy said, “Come on, you’ll like the museum.  I want 
to show you something,” and he steered his friend in the 
direction of the model of Cynthiana.
      Now when friends ask me “What’s new at the muse-
um,” I realize that they may be asking of the well being of 
our museum faithful. What a marvelous group of volun-
teers!  
      On the other hand, perhaps they are asking about recent 
acquisitions to the museum collection. Who would think 
that after fi fteen years people would continue to bring in 
items to loan or permanently donate. 
      So, “what’s new at the museum!”  Among new addi-
tions is a primitive cobbler’s bench with a compartment 
fi lled with cobbler’s tools.  A comment from a visiting 
youngster was “Cobbler, doesn’t look like pie to me.”  3M 
Company is adding to the “Things We made in Yesteryear 

and Today” display.  Do you know what the three M’s are?  
3M indeed is vital to this community.
      We are adding to the military section.  A compilation of 
information and photographs of a Harrison Countian who 
was a Cold War Casualty are now a poignant part of the 
display.
      Our country store section now contains a broom rack 
and a string holder. We found an identifi cation for an un-
usual lighting device from a Harrison County rural church 
in the 1902 Sears catalog.
      We have had violins in the musical display for some 
time - but now we have a fi ddle. Do you know the differ-
ence?  Several Harrison County ladies through the years 
have earned money at home sewing baseballs.  Ever seen 
one of the devices used to hold the ball for stitching? 
Several books have become additions to our library/school 
section as well as more local school records dating to the 
1800’s.
      Not “all the new” is on view to visitors.  Some items 
are in storage, work by faithful volunteers is on going in 
the back and in the basement, and additional items have 
been promised.  Always something new at the museum!

Harrison County, Kentucky, Historical Publications 
available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 124 South Walnut Street, P.O. Box 411, Cynthiana, KY  

41031 (859-234-7179); 
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana.  This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the 
famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events 
connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County.  262 pp. Hardbound.  $20.00.
- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat J reprint.  This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of 
prominent men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school information is 
included.  24 pp. Paperback, 12”x18”.   $5.00
- Cynthiana Since 1790.  Virgil Peddicord (1986).  Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the owners/businesses located on each 
lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923.  171 pp. (See sepa-
rate index below).   Paperback.   $20.00 
- Index - Cynthiana Since 1790 (William A. Penn).  Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his book.  
This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map.  30 pp. Paperback.  $3.00  
-- This Old House by Katherine Wilson.  Now  back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison Co. 
houses and the families who have occupied them. 70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00  (An index is available for earlier 
editions, which had no index).
- Cromwell’s Comments, by John M. Cromwell (1862-1951) is a reprint of Cromwell’s 1928-1941 Cynthiana Democrat 
columns on the history of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., KY).  William A. Penn and George D. Slade, editors.  Paperback; 
preface; 2 maps; 21 photos; 4 illus.; annotated; index; 200 pp.  (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002),  $10 plus $3 shipping.  

Shipping/handling for above books:  Please include a handling and shipping fee of  $4.00 for fi rst book (unless otherwise 
noted above), $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notifi ed if special shipping fees apply.  No shipping fee on Index 
- Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks/money orders payable to “Cynthiana-Harrison County 
Museum.”  No credit cards.  Prices/fees subject to change.
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“Is this just a bunch of old stuff?”
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Continued on page 5

Article originally appeared in the March/April 1991 issue of AMERICAN SADDLE-
BRED magazine, reprinted courtesy American Saddlebred Horse Association © 

By Lynn Weatherman,

Continued from page 1Continued from page 1
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Harrison Chief F. S. cont. from p. 6

Fennell Horse Boot
Bill Penn

The Fennell horse boot was patented by Joseph Fennell of Cynthiana.  Mr. 
Fennell employed twenty-fi ve to sixty seven workers to make the horse boots, 
which were sold all over the world by 1883. These boots were lightweight 
leather “sleeves” that covered horses’ lower legs and were used to protect 
Standardbreds from self-infl icted wounds from their sharp hooves. Perrin’s 
History says, “The inventor carries on the manufacture under his own roof, 
and the work is all done under his own eye, in the rear of the Fennell clothing 
store, which fronts both Main and Pike streets.”
     The business records of the old fi rm are in the Kentucky Library archives 
of the Western Kentucky University, which the collection’s catalog describes 
as follows: “Materials include ledgers, account books, horse boot order 
books, checkbooks, receipts, business correspondence, and photographs. Cor-
respondence of other Cynthiana residents, such as J. J. and W. J. Osborne and 
legal correspondence of C. M. Jewett and M. C. Swinford, dates in the early 
part of the twentieth century. Fennell’s original design, developed during ser-
vice with the Confederate Army, hampered the horses’ speed, but a new boot 
with a fl exible joint, created when he returned to Cynthiana after the war, 
solved the problem. His invention began to receive notice within the harness 
racing industry, especially after the establishment of Abdallah Park at Cyn-
thiana in 1873. He founded the Cynthiana Horse Boot Company, which held 
patents on several varieties of the boot, and sold boots throughout the United 
States and parts of Canada, Europe, and South America. Business diminished 
with the Panic of 1893, as interest in harness racing declined, and did not 
revive until after Fennell’s death in 1919.”
     According to an article by Martha Barnes (HHN April 2002) the Fennell 
patented versions of the boot in 1872, 1876, 1883, and 1885 (see next page il-
lustrations), and the Fennell family continued to manufacture it until the early 
1960’s.  The R. E. Fennell Company at the Red Mile race track in Lexington 
still sells Fennel boots, and that company donated an original manufactured 
in Cynthiana, an early catalog of Fennell’s Horse Supplies, and other related 
items to the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum. Jim Lee also has donated 
an original Fennell horse boot to the museum.
     

Maud S, owned by Woodford County’s R. A. Alexander, Wood-
burn farm. Cromwell purchased Gaines Denmark from Alexander.
Source: The Kentucky Harness Horse (U. Press of Ky., 1978).

Continued on page 8

Suggested further reading:
McCarr, Ken, The Kentucky Harness 
Horse (U. Press of Ky., 1978).
Millard, James K., Kentucky’s Saddlebred 
Heritage (Arcadia Press, 2007).



8

Fennell’s Horse Boot Patent Drawings

1872
Pat. 133,768

1876
Pat.175,062

1883
Pat. 283,990; a second
not shown Pat. 288,220

1885
Pat. 317,525

Continued from p. 7

Patent drawings courtesy of Philip Naff


