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Cynthiana Viaduct Completed in 1937
Bob Owen and Bill Penn

As the Main Street viaduct will soon be replaced by a new 
and improved version, it is interesting to look at period 
newspaper reports describing its construction, which took 
place 1935-1937. 
     The purpose of the viaduct was to eliminate the L & N 
grade crossing at the northern end of Main street, which 
required traffi c, and potentially emergency vehicles, to 
wait until frequent trains passed. Up to then, the Falmouth 
Pike entered Cynthiana on North Main Street, which is 
now reached by turning left  across from the old grave-
yard.  Although North Main now comes to a dead end, 
before 1936 the street crossed the railroad tracks and 
continued in a straight line in front of the present Burrier 
residence north to St. Edwards Cemetery. Here the road 
turned east and joined the present U. S. 27, which was 
called the L.L.L. highway, named for the roads between 

Louisville, Lexington, and Latonia horse racing tracks.  A 
section of the old Falmouth Pike remains in front of the 
Burrier farm and the St. Edwards Cemetery.
     The estimated cost of the viaduct, or “Falmouth 
Crossing Span,” was $146,555, to be fi nanced by fed-
eral highway funds. The contract was awarded to the R. 
E. Mills Construction Company of Frankfort, with J. C. 
Edwards as superintendent, and was expected to require 
the services of fi fteen workers. The project had obvious 
advantages to the L & N Railroad Company by eliminat-
ing potential liabilities from hitting vehicles and for this 
reason, or perhaps a federal requirement, the company 
donated $5,000 toward the total cost. Also, a new road 
was planned from the viaduct, north to the L.L.L. highway 
at a point 300 yards east of the St. Edwards Cemetery. The 
next six miles of the Falmouth Pike to about Upper Curry 

Viaduct on North Main Street, Cynthiana, Ky.  Before 1936, North Main Street, shown far left, did not dead end at the railroad 
tracks; it continued north and joined U. S. 27 east of the St. Edwards Cemetery. Photo, c. 2006, Bill Penn.
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Harrison County History Calendar

September 18 -  Meet at the Handy House (photo above) for a 
tour and refreshments on the back porch. 

Oct. 16 - Lester Horwitz, author of The Longest Raid of the Civil 
War, about John Hunt Morgan’s 1863 Indiana-Ohio Raid. He 
toured Cynthiana battlefi elds several years ago with the Morgan’s 
Men Association.

President’s Corner
Bob Owen

robert_owen@bellsouth.net

The September 18th meeting of the Harrison 
County Historical Society will be held at the 
Handy House. This is because the library is 
holding a special program on reading which 
will be using the Charles Feix Room where 
we normally meet. Heather Ladick and Ben 
Farmer will be hosting us this month and 
will provide a tour of their old building.
     On November 2nd, the Cynthiana Arts 
Council will be hosting a Kentucky Chau-
tauqua presentation by Mel Hankla as 
Simon Kenton. The presentation tells about 
the life and times of Kentucky frontiers-
man, Simon Kenton. This is an excellent 
presentation and it is free to the public. The 
presentation lasts about an hour and a half 
and the presenter is in period costume. Ten-
tatively, the presentation will be conducted 
at 3:00 P.M. at the Endicott Meeting House 
across the road from Indian Creek Baptist 
Church on Millersburg Road. Refreshments 
will be available. I strongly encourage your 
attendance at this event. Bring family and 
friends, they will enjoy it. 
     Following up on a previous report, I was 
informed that the old stone barrel warehouse 
at A. Keller has been demolished and the 
stone sold. It is sad to see such a classic 
building be vanquished. As reported before, 
the roof was allowed to deteriorate allowing 
water to damage the interior and leading to 
the collapse of one of the walls. Thankfully, 
Sharon Fowler got some excellent pictures 
of the building before the collapse. These 
and many other wonderful pictures are 
available for viewing at the Museum.
     Again I would like to point out that we 
have a wonderful newsletter thanks to Bill 
Penn and Philip Naff for their editorial con-
tributions. I know there are other wonder-
ful stories out there waiting to be told and 
I encourage you to submit your article to 
Bill Penn. If you have a story, but feel you 
cannot put it into writing, contact Bill about 
collaboration (you tell it orally and Bill puts 
it into writing).  Don’t be bashful, tell your 
story.
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July 17 Program Notes

President Bob Owen and members  dis-
cussed upcoming programs.  

Program: At left are photos from the 
popular show-and-tell meeting.

(upper) Marilynn Bell shows her grand-
mother’s salt crock.

(lower) Kenny Simpson shows a hand 
made maul used and probably made by 
his grandfather.

Lester Horwitz



Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum
Martha Barnes, President

The collection of the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum 
includes a variety of sports items.  There is recognition of 
Cynthiana and Harrison County sports notables as well 
as of those who played baseball in the “back forty.” I can 
remember a baseball fi eld on part of our family farm where 
various Harrison and Bourbon County teams came to play. 
I can recollect discussion of our grandfather’s displeasure 
at the Sunday afternoon games. Our sports memorabilia at 
the museum surely merit a future article, but thoughts on 
this August, 2008, are of our Olympic connection
     Jamie Golden is the son of Mary and the late Lee 
Golden of Cynthiana.  While attending Transylvania, Jamie 
met and married a young lady from Australia.  After living 
in Kentucky a few years, they decided to make Australia 
their home.
     On March 1, 2000, Jamie was notifi ed that he had been 
selected to be a torchbearer for the Sydney 2000 Olym-
pic Relay.  He earned this honor because of his civic and 
charitable work in Australia.  The Olympic fl ame arrived in 
Australia on June 8, 2000 - and after a 100 days journey to 

all parts of Australia was to arrive in Sydney on September 
15.  Jamie’s big day of the fl ame’s long journey around the 
continent came on July 23, 2000.  He met the shuttle bus 
at the Great Western School in the State of Victoria.  Jamie 
lives in Melbourne so he was close enough to his home for 
his family and friends to watch this very special event.
     Each torchbearer was allowed to purchase the torch 
which he had carried.  Jamie chose to purchase his torch.  
On August 9, 2003, Jamie was visiting his mom and dad, 
Mary and Lee Golden in  Cynthiana.  On that same day, 
he came to the museum and brought his torch and uniform 
for us to display.  The museum display also includes a 
photograph of Jamie Golden carrying his Olympic torch.  
And that, dear friends, is our Olympic connection. Perhaps 
someone knows of other Olympic connections from our 
community.
     Thanks so very much to all those who helped to make 
our 14th anniversary a special time in the ongoing opera-
tion of the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum - especial-
ly to the volunteers and the visitors.

Harrison County, Kentucky, Historical Publications 
available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 124 South Walnut Street, P.O. Box 411, Cynthiana, KY  

41031 (859-234-7179); 
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana.  This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the 
famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events 
connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County.  262 pp. Hardbound.  $20.00.
- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint.  This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of 
prominent men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school information is 
included.  24 pp. Paperback, 12”x18”.   $5.00
- Cynthiana Since 1790.  Virgil Peddicord (1986).  Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the owners/businesses located on each 
lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923.  171 pp. (See sepa-
rate index below).   Paperback.   $20.00 
- Index - Cynthiana Since 1790 (William A. Penn).  Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his book.  
This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map.  30 pp. Paperback.  $3.00  
-  Writings of Colonel William M. Moore,(1837-1927) compiled by Andrew B. “Andy” Peak (2002).  Includes 1921-1922 
articles he wrote for the Cynthiana Democrat about his life. 10 family photographs; index; paperback, 71 pp. $10.00/ 
$3.00 shipping.  Limited supply.
- This Old House by Katherine Wilson.  Now  back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison Co. 
houses and the families who have occupied them. 70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00  (An index is available for earlier 
editions, which had no index).
- Cromwell’s Comments, by John M. Cromwell (1862-1951) is a reprint of Cromwell’s 1928-1941 Cynthiana Democrat 
columns on the history of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., KY).  William A. Penn and George D. Slade, editors.  Paperback; 
preface; 2 maps; 21 photos; 4 illus.; annotated; index; 200 pp.  (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002),  $10 plus $3 shipping.  

Shipping/handling for above books:  Please include a handling and shipping fee of  $4.00 for fi rst book (unless otherwise 
noted above), $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notifi ed if special shipping fees apply.  No shipping fee on Index 
- Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks/money orders payable to “Cynthiana-Harrison County 
Museum.”  No credit cards.  Prices/fees subject to change.

Cynthiana’s Olympics 2000 Connection on Display
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were straightened and surfaced with concrete, and all the 
bridges, including Indian Creek bridge, were rebuilt. Also, 
North Church Street was extended to the highway.
     Articles in the Cynthiana Democrat reported confl icting 
starting dates. A March 12, 1936 issue said work started 
“last week,” however an article about its completion gave 
the beginning date of April 15, 1936. The Cromwell’s Com-
ments newspaper column of December 10, 1936, placed 
the starting date as “about the fi rst week of December of 
last year [1935].” Cromwell was probably referring to the 
date the contract was awarded, which the January 14, 1937 
Democrat reported was “about a year ago.” Preliminary 
surveys and right-of-way work would have also taken place 
before the contract was let, which Cromwell could have 
witnessed.
      Construction apparently went well, with few days 
delayed by bad weather. A January 14, 1937 newspaper 
reported only four injuries during construction, but it is 
known one person named North was killed, probably after 
the article was written.  Although only fi fteen workers were 
initially reported, probably the contractor’s crew, actu-
ally 95 laborers, mostly “relief clients,” were paid through 
a New Deal program to assist the unemployed. Neville 
Haley’s father, Ed Haley, worked on the project. By the 
summer of 1936 the grade and drain for the highway were 
fi nished.
        The Democrat reported that the last concrete was 
poured on December 14, 1936.  However, by January 14, 
1937, with the viaduct completed and “ready for traffi c,” 
there was a delay by the state in having the new construc-

tion on U. S. 27  paved, a situation which the Democrat 
blamed on politics. The contract for surfacing was awarded 
by the administration of Gov. Ruby Laffoon (1931-1935), 
but was cancelled by the new A. B. “Happy” Chandler 
administration “a few days after the Kentucky elections 
last summer in which the administration candidate, J. C. W. 
Beckham, ran third in Harrison County. Since that time no 
action has been taken for letting the contract and no indica-
tion has been given by the administration that it is going to 
be let, although the highway is one of the main connecting 
links between the north and south and much inconvenience 
is caused out of state traffi c and a heavy strain out on Route 
25 which is in no condition to stand it.”
     Finally, on July 15, 1937, the Democrat reported that 
the paving with concrete of the viaduct, fi ve miles of road, 
and apparently a new bridge over Indian Creek were nearly 
fi nished. The paper believed the paving was rescheduled 
“at the insistence of the Federal highway engineer for 
Kentucky to relieve the traffi c on Route 25.”  “Finishing 
this work will mean the end of two years inconvenience to  
citizens along the right of way and should cause resumption 
of a great deal of tourist travel through Cynthiana.” The 
July 29, 1937, edition of the Democrat announced the fi nal 
paving was completed in a celebration that included the 
workers  grinding up their hats and gloves in the concrete 
mixer. 
     The fi ve miles of concrete paving represented the only 
concrete paved road and also the only Federal Aid Highway 
in Harrison County.  Following the connection of North 
Church Street to U. S. 27 at the north end of the viaduct, 

At the railroad tracks, the viaduct is about 29 feet above grade. Some of the 90 feet steel girders
 spanning the concrete piers can be seen in this view. Photo, 2008, Sharon Fowler.
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the Cynthiana Business Men’s Club objected to the state highway department routing northbound traffi c through Church 
Street instead of through Main Street’s business section. 
     The Democrat noted that Route 25 through Georgetown to      The Democrat noted that Route 25 through Georgetown to      The Democrat Covington was “heavily burdened” and that U. S. 27 would 
make an alternative north-south highway. The newspaper encouraged the legislature to pass laws that would require the 
state to buy rights-of-way on federal highways so “Federal highways ...may be taken up and pressed to a conclusion.” The 
two years of inconvenience experienced on the viaduct project seemed to dull interest in more projects on this highway: 
“It is hardly likely,” said the Democrat, “that any more work on this route will be started soon in Harrison county, due to 
the expense of rights-of-way and the fear that the road might be tied up again as it was this time.”
     
Democrat columnist John M. Cromwell followed the construction closely, which he summarized in an article 
dated December 10, 1936:

             
      I have taken great interest, as the work progressed on the viaduct, and not many weeks have I failed to go up 
and inspect it; always venturing just as far out as circumstances would permit.  Came a day, it was on November 20 
[1936], 11 o’clock in the morning (note the day and hour as I’m claiming to be the fi rst adult citizen to navigate her 
from (ee’n to ee’n) when I walked out Church street, and mounting the embankment at the northern approach, nego-
tiated the entire length without mishap.
     Now it is that a brief description may be in order. The southern approach enters at the corner of the old cemetery 
to meet the viaduct proper, which crosses Betsy creek at an angle, and continues on as the crow fl ies, to cross the 
railroad on steel girders about 29 feet above the road bed, then continues on to meet the northern approach, which, 
inclining slightly to the left, joins the new right of way across the Lebus [now Burrier] pasture to join the old road at 
a point just below the Catholic cemetery.  The viaduct, supported on two abutments, and 12 pillars is 33 feet wide, 5 
feet of this being reserved for a walk way.
    The steel girders, numbering 18 are approximately 90 feet in length, thus accounting for a total length of 270 feet, 
and weigh around 45,000 pounds.  They are fastened together with rivets, and set in the form of an arch, in order to 
equalize the weight to be carried.  I fi nd that I have failed to state in its proper sequence that the viaduct is 750 feet 
in length and thereby hangs a tale.  On learning this I concluded to check up using the old primitive rule of measure-
ment, in short to step it starting in therefore at the north end.  I paced along, and my 250th step registered about 2 
feet short of the south end.  How’s that for accurate stepping?

     The old viaduct has served its original purpose very well for the last seventy-one years, but will soon be taken 
down and replaced by a new structure. Who will duplicate Cromwell’s feat of being the fi rst to sneak across it 
before the offi cial opening from “ee’n to ee’n”?

The northern approach to the viaduct over the railroad tracks and Betsy Creek. Photo, 2008, Sharon Fowler.


