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A Little Bit of the Emerald Isle in the Bluegrass:
Irish Immigrants of 19th Century Harrison County
Philip A. Naff (philnaff@comcast.net)
Reportedly, the ﬁrst St. Patrick’s Day publicly celebrated in America was in 1737, and that party took
place in Boston. Word had not yet reached the frontier or
natives within the boundaries of Harrison County, which
didn’t even exist then, and so this day must have passed
like any other in the county this time of year, probably a
little overcast with some drizzle. No doubt the residents
of Boston were all the happier for keeping the party to
themselves, as they didn’t have to share a drop of their
precious brews with anybody in Kentucky!
In this season of all that is Irish, especially during St.
Patrick’s Day when everybody claims to be at least a little
Irish in spirit if not in their supply of DNA, it seems a
good time to take a little look at the ﬁrst of those from the
Emerald Isle to settle in the Bluegrass of Kentucky, especially in Harrison County, a topic which has largely been
ignored by the many local historical accounts available to
the researcher.
For instance, the Harrison County chapters in the two
Collins History of Kentucky publications of 1847 and
1874 mention nothing of Harrison’s Irish, and even later,
in 1882 when W.H. Perrin’s History of Bourbon, Scott,
Harrison, and Nicholas Counties, Kentucky or in 1894
when Chronicles of Cynthiana by Boyd is published, little
is said about them except for when individual pedigrees
are cited in the biographical sketches of notable citizens.
Neither do the 1896 and 1905 special editions of the
Cynthiana Democrat and Log Cabin offer any insights
into the early history of the Irish in the county.
Even the articles included in the anthology of the
“Cromwell’s Comments” columns, which were originally
published in the 1920s through the 1940s, had little to say
about the county’s Irish, except for an interesting article
entitled “The McKees of Paddy’s Run,” but again, that
amounted to little more than a biographical sketch of the
McKee family which was of Irish descent, but not Irish

immigrants in Harrison County themselves.
The Earliest Irish
Perhaps the ﬁrst Irish immigrants whose presence can
be documented using Harrison County resources are two
teachers in Cynthiana’s early history. In his chapter on the
county’s schools Perrin refers to “William Garmany, an
Irishman . . . known as a teacher of languages, who kept
his school at intervals in the stone house on the old cemetery ground, from about 1817 till 1830. He came here
from the South, and became a classical teacher of reputation, but though of good habits, it is remembered that
he saved no money, and about 1838-39 he concluded to
return.” Perrin makes reference to another early Irishman
who was in the county in 1837. He was “Rev. Charles
Crowe, a graduate of Dublin University, Ireland [who]
held school in the academy building” but Perrin noted
that Mr. Crowe, too, returned to Ireland in 1844 and was
still there in 1882 when the Perrin history was published.
Maybe their examples serve to show why so little has
been written about the Irish in old histories of the county;
it was just that the earliest Irish immigrants didn’t stay all
that long!
A review of statistics to be found in the biographical
sketches published in the Harrison County chapters of
Perrin’s history of the county is about as close as one can
get to an accounting of the early presence of any Irish in
the county. Of the 252 distinct sketches published only
ﬁfteen document the Irish heritage of their subjects, and
only one of the featured subjects, husband or wife, was
noted to be an Irish immigrant herself. That person was
Mrs. Sarah Ann (Lang) Douglas (1817~1894), wife of
John R. Douglas (1814~1893); her mother, Sarah Ross
Lang (ca. 1786~1875), also mentioned in the sketch
of John R. Douglas, was also an Irish immigrant from
County Fermanagh living in the county. All of the other
fourteen published sketches were only for the sons, grand-
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Harrison County’s Lost Buildings
H. Tod Smiser House

This two-story frame building with a one-story brick ell stood
on the corner of Pike and Church Streets. William Huddleson
built the ell ca. 1820. John Miller Anderson purchased it in
1833 and sold to Jacob F. Miller in 1834, who built the front
section. Next two owners were Gustavus Magee and William
Lair. While owned by Lair, Gen. John H. Morgan stayed here
during the Second Battle of Cynthiana, and left his gold watch
when Gen. Burbridge attacked at dawn June 12, 1864. John
Harmon Smiser purchased the place in 1870. His grandson,
Dr. H. Tod Smiser, demolished the house in 1961, and built the
present Smiser Building on the site in 1963, reusing the original
salvaged doorway. Photo, Wm. A. Penn, 1960. Sources: Cynthiana Since 1790 (Peddicord) and This Old House (Wilson).

Harrison County History Calendar

March 20 - Steve Flairty, author of KY’s Everyday Heroes.
April 5 - Northern KY Regional History Day at NKY, Highland
Heights, Ky. We will have a table of society publications.
April 11-13 - Battle of Cynthiana reenactment Elk’s Farm.
April 17 - Heather Ladick owner of Zeppelin Threads.
May 15 - Zeb Weese, Regional Nature Preserves Manager for
Central and Eastern Kentucky, Kentucky State Nature Preserves
Commission will do a presentation on Quiet Trails Nature
Preserve, located near Sunrise. Bill Wigglesworth (donor of the
land for the preserve) may attend if his health permits.
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Bob Owen

Spring is just around the corner and people will soon
be out working on their yards and homes. Most
will be working to overcome the ravishes of winter
and the drought of last summer and fall. Many of
us lost shrubs and trees. As you consider replanting,
consider buying some plantings from the Friends of
Grifﬁth Tavern. This would support the efforts of
this noble group and continue the reintroduction of
plantings native to the local area. They plan a sale of
plants on May 31st at 1:00 to 3:00 pm at the Grifﬁth
Farm. The group is sponsoring many other events
and seeks volunteers to help clean up the site and remove invasive plants. The group’s website is www.
friendsofgrifﬁthwoods.org.
As I mentioned last month, the Rohs Opera
House operators are trying to restore the original
seats in the balcony. They are asking for $60 donations (actual cost) that will restore one seat and will
include a brass plate on the seat with the name of
the donor. You can support the restoration of one or
more seats by sending a check made out to the Rohs
Opera House for $60 or more per seat to the Rohs
Opera House, c/o Roger Slade, 418 West Pleasant
Street, Cynthiana, KY 41031. Please include your
name and address and telephone number if it is not
on the check. Also indicate what name(s) you want
on the plaque to be placed on the seat. In addition,
they need your support in the form of attendance at
the movies and special events they are sponsoring.
Lastly, Roger informed me the building
owners, Whalen and Company, are having the roof
repaired to preclude water damage to the interior.
Thank you Whalen and Company for saving a local
landmark.
Last month I addressed membership. I again
challenge each member to recruit additional members. Invite extended family, relatives, friends, and
acquaintances to become members of the society.
To get them interested, take them to the museum
and let them see the wonderful work the ofﬁcers and
supporters have done to preserve some of our local
heritage. At $12 per year per family, the society is an
affordable endeavor.
Also, if you have not paid your dues please do so as
soon as possible. Thanks.

Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum
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Martha Barnes, President

Harold Slade included in new book - Kentucky’s Everyday Heroes
Our faithful curator recently has been recognized for his
volunteer efforts. The speaker for the March meeting of
the Harrison County Historical Society was Steve Flairty.
Mr. Flairty is an author whose book, Kentucky’s Everyday
Heroes, which has just been published. The subtitle of Mr.
Flairty’s book is “Ordinary People Doing Extraordinary
Things.” The chapter, “Bringing Order to the Past,” is a
tribute to one of our everyday heroes, Harold Slade. The
chapter also is a great promotion for our Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum. Congratulations, Harold!!

Another dedicated volunteer who recently has received recognition for his efforts is William Kelly Sr. Bill was named
Harrison County’s Citizen of the Year at the Chamber of
Commerce Recognition Banquet in February. Without Mr.
Kelly and his family, there would be no Museum Grist Mill
Day. The Kellys, yet once again, are planning, promoting, supporting, and implementing the 11th Museum Grist
Mill Day - this year’s date is Saturday, May 24. Mr. Kelly
also supports other community organizations and activities.
Congratulations, Bill!!
If you are not a “regular” at the museum, we hope that you
will visit soon. Our need for volunteers is constant. We
are striving to incorporate young people into our group of
volunteers. If we had additional volunteers or docents, our
hours of operation could be extended. Come join us as we
work to preserve and share the history of this special community.
Plan to support Cynthiana’s own Raggedy Ann and
Andy Festival which will be held this year on Saturday,
April 19.

Harrison County, Kentucky, Historical Publications

available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 124 South Walnut Street, P.O. Box 411, Cynthiana, KY
41031 (859-234-7179);

- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana. This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the

famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events
connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint. This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of
prominent men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school information is
included. 24 pp. Paperback, 12”x18”. $5.00
- Cynthiana Since 1790. Virgil Peddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the owners/businesses located on each
lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923. 171 pp. (See separate index below). Paperback. $20.00
- Index - Cynthiana Since 1790 (William A. Penn). Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his book.
This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map. 30 pp. Paperback. $3.00
- Writings of Colonel William M. Moore,(1837-1927) compiled by Andrew B. “Andy” Peak (2002). Includes 1921-1922
articles he wrote for the Cynthiana Democrat about his life. 10 family photographs; index; paperback, 71 pp. $10.00/
$3.00 shipping. Limited supply.
- This Old House by Katherine Wilson. Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison Co.
houses and the families who have occupied them. 70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00 (An index is available for earlier
editions, which had no index).
- Cromwell’s Comments, by John M. Cromwell (1862-1951) is a reprint of Cromwell’s 1928-1941 Cynthiana Democrat
columns on the history of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., KY). William A. Penn and George D. Slade, editors. Paperback;
preface; 2 maps; 21 photos; 4 illus.; annotated; index; 200 pp. (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002), $10 plus $3 shipping.
Shipping/handling for above books: Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for ﬁrst book (unless otherwise
noted above), $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notiﬁed if special shipping fees apply. No shipping fee on Index
- Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks/money orders payable to “Cynthiana-Harrison County
Museum.” No credit cards. Prices/fees subject to change.
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sons, and great-grandsons of immigrants who were originally from the counties of Antrim, Tyrone, and Donegal, all
counties which are a part of the province of Ulster, in the
north of Ireland.
It has been said that “the Irish emigrant arriving at New
York, or going to cities in the interior of the United States-Albany, Utica, Cincinnati, Louisville--went straight to the
Irish quarter, called ‘Irish town’, ‘Paddy town’ or ‘The Irish
Channel’, where he associated exclusively with his fellow-countrymen and had no contact with American culture
or American ideas.” Lexington, Kentucky has one such
“Irishtown,” but it is not known by the author if Cynthiana
ever had what might be labeled an Irish quarter. However,
it does appear that many favored the city life. One snapshot of this is provided by W.H. Perrin when he writes of
the history of Catholics in Cynthiana:
(left) Beresford Fitzgerald Aylmer (1825-1880),
Irish immigrant to Harrison County from County
Fermanagh, Ireland. He
arrived in New York
City aboard the William Rathbone and was
reported to have made his
way to Harrison County
while working with the
construction crews of the
Covington & Lexington
Railroad in 1854. Tintype,
collection of Philip Naff.

“The Catholic communion in Cynthiana now comprises
about one hundred and twenty families, and thus contains
about six hundred souls. Those families are principally of
German and Irish nationality, not very unequal in number, though quite a number of them reside beyond the city
limits. Thus, by census, there are at present in town only
thirty-ﬁve German voters, and twenty-four Irish voters,
and the German population is estimated at one hundred and
forty-four, the Irish at one hundred and twenty, within the
city limits.”
One small area in Harrison County which most visibly
exhibits the predominance of Protestant Irish immigrants in
Harrison County’s early history is the area between Conrey
and Boyd, along Snake Lick in the northern parts of the
county. William Lang (1813~1899), wife Isabelle (Allen)
Lang (1816~1894), and their four children journeyed from
County Fermanagh and sailed to America aboard the Chippewa in 1848, arriving in New Orleans. Working their way
north they settled along Snake Lick with others who were

also Protestants from Ireland, namely their own Lang relations who had preceded them in stages years before, along
with William H. Gardiner (1810~1892) and his nephew, the
Reverend George W. Gardiner, Sr. (1833~1922), who all
eventually settled in that area between the 1830s and 1850s,
along with the author’s great-great-grandfather, Beresford
Fitzgerald Aylmer (1825~1880). It might have been called
“Little Ulster” for the presence of so many Protestant
Irishmen in one locality. Why “Snake Lick?” An insight
was provided to the author when Kelat resident Anna Jean
Lyons was interviewed about the Lang family in 1994. She
recalled that one reason the Lang family chose the Conrey
area was that they could let their hogs run loose in the wild
and forage for themselves, which was the custom in County
Fermanagh.
The sparse evidence to be found in the historical record however conﬁrms what is known to be the case at the
national level, that most of the nation’s ﬁrst Irish immigrants were Protestant and from the northern counties of
Ireland, in Ulster, who are referred to as the “Scotch-Irish”
in America, those who originally settled in Northern Ireland
from Scotland or their descendants, beginning during the
middle decades of the 1600s and continuing at a good pace
from there. While the number of actual Irish immigrants to
the Bluegrass was small, a good portion of them were descendants of the ﬁrst Scotch-Irish who originally settled in
Virginia, Pennsylvania, and North Carolina. It is reported
that “perhaps half or more of the settlers beyond the Appalachians . . . were of Scotch-Irish descent,” nearly 300,000
by 1800. “Bearers of Irish and Scotch-Irish names such
as Clark, Brown, Breckinridge, Butler, Campbell, Bullitt,
Wallace, Robertson, Preston, Todd, Rice, McKee and others reached greater prominence in the Bluegrass than they
ever achieved in their natives lands” according to author R.
Gerald Alvey.
The Famine Immigrants
What many refer to as the Irish Potato Famine of the
mid- to late-1840s was really just the most prolonged of a
long series of famines caused over the preceding decades
by a failure of the potato crop in Ireland. As the health
and economic crises grew year after year, the result was a
massive Irish exodus headed for the United States, Canada,
and Australia. Of all immigrants in the decade of 18411850 there were 780,719 Irish out of the total of 1,713,251
immigrants; during the next decade the numbers ﬂeeing
Ireland had grown even more, when the Irish accounted for
914,119 of 2,598,214 immigrants who came to America.
Once they arrived at ports all along the eastern seaboard
the news of potential employment with the numerous canal,
railroad, and road construction projects in trans-Appalachian, ﬁlled the air and enticed them to the interior. The
construction of the Covington & Lexington Railroad, the
ﬁrst to and through Harrison County, along with the con-
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struction of Kentucky’s many “pikes” in the region brought
many of the Irish to Harrison County in the 1840’s, 1850’s
and 1860’s (my own great-great-grandfather among them;
he came with the railroad).
By 1850 enough time had passed for the earliest of
the Irish Famine immigrants to have worked their way to
Cincinnati and up the Licking River Valley. The 1850 U.S.
Census was the ﬁrst to record the birthplace of each individual, and it lists 56 Irish-born men, women, and children
out of a total population in Harrison County of 13,779.
Among these Clanceys, Fitzpatricks, Flinns, Foleys,
Joyces, Murphys and O’Haras, to name a few, occupations
for twenty-seven of them were recorded for the adults
among this group. Nearly a third were “stonemasons,”
six were “laborers,” ﬁve were farmers, and among the rest
were a couple of blacksmiths and tailors, a wagonmaker
and a weaver, a carpenter, and even a “distiller.”
The following chart breaks down the Irish immigrants
recorded by the 1850 and 1860 censuses by age. What is
most striking is tremendous increase of those between 20and 49-years-of-age.
Irish Immigrants in Harrison County Documented by the
1850 & 1860 U.S. Censuses of the County
Age Group (col. 1)

knock downs, drag outs, blackening of eyes, and breaking
of heads among our Irish friends - all traceable, directly
or indirectly to the too liberal use of that article called in
their own country, ‘the creature’ and sometimes ‘mountain
dew’ but known here as ‘old Bourbon.’ It is, however, to
the credit of our Irish friends that, although so many of
them do get so gloriously drunk when they come to town,
yet in no instance has any of them been known to molest
any of our citizens. Their ﬁghting is all among themselves, except when assailed by others. Their civility does
not appear to forsake them however, badly ‘corned’ they
become.”
The Cynthiana News faithfully reported the
progress of the construction of the Covington & Lexington
Railroad, which commenced in 1852 and was completed
through the county in 1854. The June 29, 1852 issue broke
the news of a cholera outbreak among the Irish workcrews:
“We are informed that the cholera has broken out among
the hands at several points on the railroad between this
place and Covington, we have not yet ascertained an
particulars, only that there have been but few deaths as
yet. By way of precaution, the hands have dispersed for
a time from the points where the disease has shown itself.
A ﬁsherman, who had just arrived from Falmouth, died of
Cholera, on Friday night last, at Major Kimbrough’s near
this place.”

Number of Irish Immigrants (col. 2)
as of June 1,1850
Number of Irish Immigrants
as of June 1,1860 (col. 3)
1-12 yrs.
13-19 yrs.
20-29 yrs.
30-39 yrs.
40-49 yrs.
50-59 yrs.
60 & over
Total 56

5
8
21
7
4
4
7
260

12
15
83
93
35
12
10

The 1850 and 1860 U.S. Censuses bracket the construction of the Covington & Lexington Railroad to Harrison
County, and so only a very few were recorded as having
been in the employ of the railroad by the census, but local
newspapers do record some of the Irish experience in the
county. The Cynthiana New
News (Dec. 21, 1851) reported on
one of the Irish workcrews’ stereotypical entertainments:
“Since our last number, there have been several more

St. Edward’s Cemetery, Cynthiana. Irish immigrants Mary
Murphy (1815-1898) and her husband, Michael (d. 1879,
aged 64 yrs.). Just two Irish immigrants among the many
buried in this cemetery. Photo, 2008, Philip Naff.

It is difﬁcult to say exactly how many of these may have
been Irish Famine victims ﬂeeing the disaster and disease
in Ireland. By 1860 their numbers had increased by nearly
ﬁvefold in the county, when there were 260 Irish-born
citizens living in Harrison County, when the county’s total
population was 12,993. This increased number of Irish no
doubt reﬂects the effect of a decade of famine and disease
upon the population of Ireland, and the economic and
political stresses which made staying there unbearable for
many.
Of the occupations recorded for 190 of the 260 Irish
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immigrants in 1860, 49 were “turnpikers,” “pike hands,”
or “contractors on pike,” 21 were “stone masons” or
“stone cutters.” No doubt many of these were the Irish
who had worked their way through Kentucky with the
construction of the railroad and who had stayed in the
area, taking up jobs which were natural ﬁts for the talents
many had brought with them from Ireland, their capacity
for hard work and their ability to work with stone, which
rated as something of an ancient folk craft in Ireland. As
the unskilled Irish worked on paving the roads, the masons and stone cutters among them were hired to build
the stone fences or walls which paralleled their course.
Slaves from nearby estates assisted in their construction,
the experience of which proved beneﬁcial in later years
as African Americans took over the craft after the Civil
War.
Actually, the total number of Irish-born inhabitants
of Harrison County is not accurate as recorded by the
censuses. In 1850 there were at least a half-dozen more
Irish in the county, but not enumerated as Irish-born,
based on my own personal knowledge, and they probably
weren’t the only ones; also several Irish-born immigrants
researched by the author and who were known to have
been in the county in 1860 were not counted or enumerated as Irish-born. The author’s own great-great-grandfather, Beresford F. Aylmer, was in the county in 1860
(as proven by the annual tax lists of Harrison County
for 1860). Immigrant William Lang and his family (six
altogether) of County Fermanagh were enumerated, but
the census forms were left blank regarding their places
of birth. Given this detailed knowledge of only two Irish
immigrant families, the actual numbers of Irish-born in
the county were probably a bit higher overall.
Many, if not most, of Harrison County’s Irish Famine
immigrants were Catholic, as were a majority of the Irish
who came to America during the famine years, and the
most visible proof of their presence in Harrison County
and origins are their graves located in the Catholic St.
Edward Cemetery near Cynthiana. These men and
women, many of them single, some already married
when they left Ireland, came to Kentucky from various
counties in the south of Ireland; some tombstones even
record the hometowns from which many must have
made a sad parting. The names on the tombstones such
as A’Hearn, Brice, Cleary, Fitzpatrick, Keller, Linehan,
Long, Moore, Murphy, O’Hearn, O’Sullivan, Ready, and
Williams, many clearly of Irish derivation, bear witness
to the wide-ranging impact of the Famine in Ireland. In
particular their tombstones record birthplaces and homes
in County Waterford, Tipperary, Cork, Kerry, Kilkenny,
Waterford, Clare, and Limerick. No doubt there are representatives in the cemetery from other counties as well.
The 1850s and 1860s represented the highpoint of
Irish immigration to the county, with 268 Irish natives

in the county by 1870. The U.S. Censuses from 1870
through 1940 show a steady decline of Irish natives in
the county, as the following statistics demonstrate:
The Decline of Irish Natives in Harrison County and
Kentucky from 1870 thru 1940
Census Year (col. 1)
Native Irish in Harrison County (col. 2)
Native Irish in Kentucky (col. 3)
1870 268
21,642
1880 194
18,256
1900 78
9,874
1910 36
5,913
1920 12
3,422
1930 3
1,656
1940 3*
993
*In 1940 census statistics were kept for both the Irish
Free State (Eire) and Northern Ireland. In that year there
were 892 Irish from the Irish Free State, but only 101
Irish natives in Kentucky from Northern Ireland. However, no natives of Northern Ireland were residents of
Harrison County in 1940.
Although little has been written or recorded about the
Irish of Harrison County, their monuments exist all
around us in the cemeteries which dot the county. However, the most important monuments weren’t built in
their honor, but were built by them. True, most are a bit
worn and or even covered over by the progress of later
generations. The railroads tracks they laid are still there,
but the railroads aren’t what they used to be, the roads
they originally constructed have been since repaved and
covered over time and again, and the stone fences they
built have long been crumbling with age or have entirely
disappeared. It can be said of the Irish that they literally
paved the way for future generations of immigrants to
travel upon. But their ultimate legacy, as with those of
any immigrant group, is in the culture and sense of family they brought with them and in the descendants who
now call Harrison County home.
If you have any information on the immigrant story of
Harrison County, whether you can help to ﬁll in a little
more of the Irish story, or have any to tell of the other
immigrant groups who settled in Harrison County, please
contact the author at philnaff@comcast.net or write
to him at 4716 Andover Square, Indianapolis, Indiana
46226. New pages will soon be added to tell the story
of immigrants to Harrison County at www.harrisoncountyky.us/immigrants/.

Issue No. 5

The
Genealogy
Box

A supplemental newsletter for
genealogy and family history
research in Harrison County,
Kentucky.
By Philip Naff
(philnaff@comcast.net)

Just Passing Through

With genealogical research, one of
the ultimate goals for the researcher
of an American pedigree is to simply
determine just which individual was
the immigrant ancestor of each line
in the family tree. For some, to
have an answer to the questions of
where did they come from and
when? is about as close to heaven
on earth as you can get!
Just as the National Archives
collections serve as the preeminent
resource for immigration records
research, so too are they the
depository for passport records
issued to American citizens traveling
abroad in the past. The recent
release of a new database at
Ancestry.com based on those
records raises the possibility of
easily finding answers to a similar
line of inquiry almost as interesting
as the immigrant question. That
question is where did they go,
when, and why?
The Ancestry database is entitled
U.S. Passport Applications, 17951925. A link to the database is
featured at Ancestrys home page.

The query page cites the four
microfilm publications on which
it was based, i.e.: Passport
Applications, 1795-1905 (National
Archives Microfilm Publication
M1372, 694 rolls), Passport
Applications, January 2, 1906 March 31, 1925 (M1490, 2740 rolls),
Registers and Indexes for Passport
Applications, 1810-1906 (M1371,
rolls 1-3, 13), and Emergency
Passport Applications (Passports
Issued Abroad), 1877-1907;
(M1834, 56 rolls), all of which are a
part of Record Group 59, the
General Records of the
Department of State.
You can search the database by
first name, last name, birth year,
birthplace, residence, fathers given
name and surname, the date the
passport was issued, or any
combination of the above. Another
search category is entitled other
and has proven the most useful in
identifying those applicants from
Harrison County.
Headings which will appear in
the initial table of results include
entries for the following categories:
Name, birth date, birthplace,
residence, passport issue date,
fathers name, fathers birth
location, fathers residence, whether
or not the passport includes a
photograph, and the name of the
original record source on microfilm.
Additional categories are included
for the fathers name, his birthplace,
and his residence (There are a few
differences in the terms for which
you can search and in the search
results).
How to Search: Now, in
locating the record of an immigrant,
the simple knowledge that he or she
was born abroad is enough for you
to know you should begin a search
in immigration records. But how do
you know if someone ever left the
United States? A search by an
individuals name might yield
results, but if your family tree is
large and unless you know of an
instance of or reason for foreign

travel in your research subjects
background, then searching the
database can be a very disappointing
hit-and-miss project.
The list of surnames below is but
a sampling of the surnames of
individuals with Cynthiana or
Harrison County roots or ties in the
database:. This list is simply the
result of performing a search by
location (using the other search
box), in this case Cynthiana, but the
trick will work by typing in the
names of other Harrison County
towns and communities. However,
the following list does contain a
majority of those from Harrison
County who can be found using this
method. The families found
include: Allen, Anderson,
Ashbrook, Bangs, Bland, Bowman,
Boyd, Breeden, Breiner, Brewsaugh,
Brown, Caldwell, Chinn, Cleary,
Coleman, Conner, Cromwell,
Dalzelle, Day, Desha, Dickey, Dills,
Elsey, Evans, Flynn, Fowler, Frazer,
Givens, Goldberg, Gray, Griffith,
Henry, Howard, Hudson, Lebus,
Lewis, Long, McAdams, McDowell,
Midden, Montgomery, Morton,
Nichols, Packard, Peck, Peckover,
Perrin, Rawlings, Ray, Scharwath,
Shawhan, Shuff, Smith, Smith,
Sneed, Stakelin, Stewart, Taylor,
Thorn, Trimble, Victor, Waits,
Wallingford, Walsh, Ward,
Williamson, Wilson, Withers,
Woolsey, Yancey, and Young.
Clues to discovering foreign
travel may be found in referencing
an individuals obituary, biography,
and in other documents. An
indication of an occupation which
required overseas travel would be
one clue, a census record indicating
children of foreign birth may be
another.
For Business and Pleasure:
Why would anyone want to leave
the county? The reasons were
varied. Cynthiana native Henry M.
Boyds application recorded that he
was to be employed in Guatemala
City in Spanish Honduras. At the
time he was a train dispatcher in

Galveston, Texas and was taking his
wife and child to be with him. The
passport record notes that this was
not his first application, which is
also evidenced by the reference to
the 1911 birth of his son in
Guatemala City.
As the passports lasted for only a
brief period compared to ten years
passports today, they were usually
issued with one trip in mind. Miss
Lela Yancey was taking a pleasure
trip, a cruise, to Panama.
Cynthiana native Mrs. Kathryn
Scharwath was traveling to Italy,
Germany, France, and Austria to
visit friends as were several
others. Cynthiana mayor and
columnist John M. Cromwell and
wife applied so that they could visit
their daughter in Cuba, traveling
there via Key West, Florida.
En Route to Ones Roots: In
1922 Cynthiana resident Miss
Celestine Breiner, who was born in
1870 in Alsace (France) but who
had lived, along with her father,
Fred Breiner, in Mason County
since 1872 and in Cynthiana since
1882, was returning to France and
traveling on to the British Isles,
Italy, Switzerland, Germany, and
Belgium, no doubt to visit the home
of her ancestors as well as to do a
little sightseeing (Her application
contains an interesting affidavit by a
friend of the family, detailing the
familys origins and movements
since their departure from the Old
Country).
Even more can be done to flesh
out the details of the journey
abroad, beyond that information
provided by the applications
themselves. For example, using
other resources available to the
public, such as local city or county
newspapers, the itineraries of two
Harrison County natives can be
filled in.
Stamp of Approval: They
certainly werent going as tourists to
see the sights, but sights to be seen
there were for the million-plus
soldiers of the American

Expeditionary Force of World War
I. None of the doughboys had to
bother with applying for a passport,
Uncle Sam made all the
arrangements, but quite a few
civilians who went over there to
serve their government did need to.
Among them was Cynthiana native
Orie M. Howard (1885-1957),
whose term of service abroad was
indeterminate, as no one knew
when the war would end, and so a
passport of 18-months was issued.
Orie had already worked for a
number of years as the expert
dispatching clerk at the Cynthiana
Post Office. Arriving in France in
late May, 1918 he wrote that work
is very hard, hours long, conditions
and equipment poor, but I am
enjoying it. Had a wonderful trip
over, no excitement, [and] fine
weather. Feeling fine but lonely.
Just a few days later he revealed
that he was in Bordeaux (the whole
city smells like wine) and wrote of
the voyage, that there were 29 of
us postal clerks aboard, and Mr.
Knox, the superintendent of [the]
P.O. here, selected 3 to remain here,
and I was one of them. I didnt
want to stay here at all as I wanted
to go on to Paris with the gang . . .
The War Dept. on June 1st, takes
over the delivery of all incoming
mail to France, that is the mail for
the A.E.F.[,] and we will have
charge of the mail going to the
States, the money order and stamp
business.
The citations above are from his
letters published in The Log Cabin in
1918. Not only did Orie get to see a
lot of history made in France, a lot
of the documentation of it passed
through his hands in the form of
letters to home folks, which are
treasured keepsakes for many a
family up to this day.
The Foreign Devil: Of all
the applicants intended
destinations, perhaps the most
exotic recorded up to that time for
any Harrison County native was that
of Miss Kathyrn Blair (1898-1977),

daughter of undertaker Roger P.
Blair and wife of Colemansville,
Kathryn was among the second
graduating class of Berry High in
1917, earning a degree from
Transylvania College in 1920 and
later entered Columbia University to
earn her masters. It was shortly
thereafter, when she was teaching at
a college in Evansville, Indiana that
she was asked to take an
appointment in the University of
Nanking to teach English. Just a
few months later she arrived in
Shanghai aboard the The Empress of
Asia on October 12, 1924.
After her return the following
year The Cynthiana Democrat
published excerpts from her letters
home, forming a 7,000-word virtual
journal of her year abroad. Her
stories of the sights she saw in
China and Japan ranged from funny
to the sadly bizarre. There was the
story of a missionary in China who
went to the postoffice [sic], laid
down a dollar and said, Give me
some stamps[.] The clerk said,
What denomination, Madam? She
replied, Consecrated Methodist,
Sir. Arriving in Asia a year after
the magnitude 8.3 earthquake that
hit Yokohama, Japan in 1923,
Kathryn witnessed the devastation
and wrote that it is a sad looking
place. The big earthquake of last
September laid it low. Everybody
said it was the most beautiful place
in Japan, but it is a pitiful sight now
. . .The people are queer. It rained
yesterday and they went clamping
around in wooden shoes with little
stilts on them, 3 inches high and
keep the feet out of the mud.
In later years her journal of
letters was augmented by a full
telling of her Asian adventures in a
small 109-page imprint entitled Yang
Kwei-Tze (Foreign Devil).
Bon Voyage!: As you have seen
the passport application database
can be the beginning of your own
genealogical journey of discovery, if
you are patient and learn how to use
it. Good Luck & Bon Voyage!

