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     Griffi th Tavern has stood on a Kentucky savanna 
woodland in Harrison County for 180 years. Their 
future survival together is now in danger. 
     Herald-Leader reporter Andy Mead wrote yester-
day about a potential confl ict between saving the tav-
ern that welcomed early travelers between Cincinnati 
and Lexington and restoring the full 735 acres to the 
type of landscape common here when Daniel Boone 
forged his way to Kentucky.
     This isn’t an esoteric problem to be hashed out 
between environmentalists and preservationists. It’s a 
real question about whether more than a few people 
will know what early generations in Kentucky saw, 

how they lived and traveled, [and] what they endured. 
It deserves the attention and support of governments at 
all levels and the private sector. 
     A unique partnership of the Nature Conservancy, 
the University of Kentucky and the Kentucky State 
Nature Preserves Commission has saved both land and 
tavern so far.
     A private non-profi t called the Friends of Griffi th 
Woods is trying to raise money  to shore up the tav-
ern until a $2.5 million restoration can be fi nanced. 
But they don’t know whether they can get there, and 
the question could come down to saving the tavern 
or restoring the savanna.  (Continued on page 5)             

Save the Tavern
Reprint of Lexington Herald-Leader editorial, October 12, 2007
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Harrison History Calendar
November 15 - Kenny Simpson reports on an 
interesting trip out west.
December 8 - Potluck - joint meeting with Mu-
seum at First Methodist Church 6 p.m.
January meeting - Historical show and tell.

A blast from the past!!! In January 1940, there was 
an article in the Cynthiana Democrat relating to 
the planned construction of a modern athletic fi eld 
for use by students of Cynthiana High School. The 
school board had purchased a tract of land in Mon-
ticello Heights near the standpipe. Construction was 
to include a concrete stadium which would seat 650 
people. Plans called for two dressing rooms with 
showers and lockers under the stadium. The WPA 
could build the stadium and fi eld at a total cost of 
$16,000. In June 1940 work started on the athletic 
fi eld. Work included a water pipeline, fencing, light-
ing and the stadium. The November 28th,, 1940 edi-
tion of the Democrat included a picture showing the 
stadium nearing completion. I am sure the fi eld was 
in use the following football season. After 67 years of 
faithful service, the stadium will come down soon to 
be replace by a larger more athletic complex which 
will be larger and serve more functions. 
 Another bit of nostalgia, an article in the June 
20th, 1940 Democrat announced opening of a dairy 
bar in the Frazier Building at the corner of Walnut 
and Pleasant Streets The facility would include soda 
fountain and booths. It would sell milk, ice cream, 
milk drinks, and sodas as well as cold sandwiches. As 
we all know, this evolved into the Dixie and include 
hamburgers and fries. Many of us gathered there after 
school or after church. Eventually a youth center 
opened up stairs which made the building a popular 
place for the young people. Today the building is oc-
cupied by the hot tub company.
 Another item from the era, on February 1941, 
it was announced a new concrete and steel bridge 
would replace the old covered bridge at the foot of 
Main Street. It stated that while several buildings 
would have to be removed, the old covered bridge 
would not be molested. The War delayed the proj-
ect. Another article in October 1942 announced the 
closing and blockading of the 105 year old covered 
bridge. The new Pleasant Street Bridge would serve
 The Ghost Tours were a huge success with 
over 800 people participating. Well done Rohs Opera 
House operators James Smith and Roger Slade. They 
plan to present them again next October for those of 
you who missed them. 
 Thanksgiving is a time of remembrance 
and joy. As you spend time with your families this 
Thanksgiving, please pass on the history of your 
family to the younger generations. Happy Thanksgiv-
ing. Don’t forget our December meeting will be on 
December 8th at the Methodist Church at 6:00PM.  

October 18 Historical Society Meeting

President Bob Owen told about the Rohs Opera House res-
toration project and planned events at the historic theater. 
He said the Ghost Walk was well done and very entertain-
ing.  If anyone missed it they should make plans to catch 
it next year.  Roger Slade talked a little about upcom-
ing events.  There will truly be something for everyone.  

Program: A video was shown of the late George 
Slade telling ghost stories about Cynthiana.

Kentucky Lawyer by Mac Swinford to be Re-Kentucky Lawyer by Mac Swinford to be Re-Kentucky Lawyer
printed by University Press of Kentucky
U. Press of Kentucky announced recently they will reprint 
“Swinford’s Kentucky Lawyer” in February 2008. Mac 
Swinford (1899-1975) originally published the book in 1963.  
”Presenting the most humorous, enlightening, and touching 
moments of a remarkable fi fty-year career, Kentucky Law-
yer provides an authoritative and enjoyable portrayal of the 
legal profession. Mac Swinford, a legend of the Kentucky 
bar and bench, tackles topics ranging from the importance of 
amicus curiae to the court’s encounters with Santa Claus and 
Kentucky ghosts. Now back in print, this classic book sheds 
light on the experience of the twentieth-century lawyer with 
elegance and panache.” The hardback book will be $19.95.
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Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum
Martha Barnes, President

Thankful Thoughts
    
Although we always strive to express thanks, it is good 
that we occasionally have special times to demonstrate 
gratitude.  Indeed, we are blessed.
 At the museum, we truly are thankful for our con-
tinued progress.  As we settle in to our new old digs, our 
numbers of visitors grow.  We strive to reach out to the 
community - to encourage visitation especially from local 
citizens.  Recently, we have been pleased to have school 
groups and civic organizations visit the museum.  As well, 
we are appreciative this month for the monetary support 
of three local civic organizations.  Several staff members 
joined the Neals in their open house celebration at the 
Seldon Renaker Inn.  The Neals presented the museum 
with framed pictures of Seldon Renaker and his wife.  We 
also supported the Rohs Opera House and the Chamber in 
their recent activities.
 We certainly are thankful for our museum volun-
teers who make the museum possible.  They uphold our 
purpose - “To promote the historical, cultural, and socio-
economic heritage of the Cynthiana-Harrison County area 
by establishing and 

administering a Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum 
and associated programs for the betterment of the com-
munity.” We always need additional volunteers - to have 
regular hours or to be on standby. We are eager to involve 
more young people. Any volunteers?  Any suggestions?
  Recent acquisitions include a variety of signifi -
cant items - a bottle of Cynthiana wine made from Cyn-
thiana grapes donated by Wildside Vines Winery & Vine-
yard of Versailles which produced and bottled the wine, 
a Harrison Motor Company baseball team shirt worn by 
a catcher, a valuable book about the Civil War Orphan 
Brigade, a speaker and program from the Midway Drive-
In (How many memories does that bring back?), a Texaco 
Globe (It is lit once again), a beautiful clown suit (If you 
are a Harrison Countian, you probably know the name of 
the person who wore it), and letters from Junius Desha 
living at “the Oaks” to his father Jack dated in the 1890’s.  
One letter mentions a visit from the author Lucinda Boyd 
and her completion of her book about the Irvines. Mrs. 
Boyd wrote this book in addition to her Chronicles of 
Cynthiana. Of course,  (Continued on p. 5)         

Books on Harrison County, Kentucky, History
available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 124 South Walnut Street, P.O. Box 411, Cynthiana, KY  

41031 (859-234-7179); 
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana.  This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the 
famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and 
events connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County.  262 pp. Hardbound.  $20.00.
- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint.  This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of 
prominent men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school information is 
included.  24 pp. Paperback, 12”x18”.   $5.00
- Cynthiana Since 1790.  Virgil Peddicord (1986).  Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the owners/businesses located on 
each lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923.  171 pp. (See 
separate index below).   Paperback.   $20.00 
- Index - Cynthiana Since 1790 (William A. Penn).  Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his book.  
This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map.  30 pp. Paperback.  $3.00  
-  Writings of Colonel William M. Moore,(1837-1927) compiled by Andrew B. “Andy” Peak (2002).  Includes 1921-1922 
articles he wrote for the Cynthiana Democrat about his life. 10 family photographs; index; paperback, 71 pp. $10.00/ 
$3.00 shipping.  Limited supply.
- This Old House by Katherine Wilson.  Now  back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison Co. 
houses and the families who have occupied them. 70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00  (An index is available for 
earlier editions, which had no index).
- Cromwell’s Comments, by John M. Cromwell (1862-1951) is a reprint of Cromwell’s 1928-1941 Cynthiana Democrat 
columns on the history of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., KY).  William A. Penn and George D. Slade, editors.  Paperback; 
preface; 2 maps; 21 photos; 4 illus.; annotated; index; 200 pp.  (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002),  $10 plus $3 shipping.  

Shipping/handling for above books:  Please include a handling and shipping fee of  $4.00 for fi rst book (unless other-
wise noted above), $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notifi ed if special shipping fees apply.  No shipping fee 
on Index - Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks/money orders payable to “Cynthiana-Harrison 
County Museum.”  No credit cards.  Prices/fees subject to change.
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Harrison County Distilleries 
in 1890

Excerpted from Wine & Spirit Bulletin
  Submitted by Jim Dempsey

IMPORTANT EVENTS IN THE TRADE DURING 
THE YEAR 1890

     Death of Mr. T. J. Megibben, on January 23rd, 
at his residence in Cynthiana, Ky.  Mr. Megibben 
was, perhaps, one of the best-known members of 
our trade. The Megibben distillery is advertised to 
be sold during the next month [July]. [Mr. Megibben 
built “Monticello” which is no longer standing.]
From “Wine & Spirit Bulletin”, Jan. 18, 1891, p.32, 
34, at Louisville Free Library

ASHBROOK BROS.
    The distillery now owned and controlled by 
Messrs. Ashbrook Brothers, where the old brand of 
whisky known as the “ A. Keller “ is made, is situ-
ated at Cynthiana, Ky., and was built in 1840 by Mr. 
Abraham Keller, and was run by Messrs. Keller & 
Shawhan until 1861.  At that time it was sold to Mr. 
J. A. Cook, who ran it until 1863, then selling one-
half interest to Mr. T. V. Ashbrook.  The business 
was then carried on by them until Mr. Cook’s death, 
which occurred in 1873, half being  purchased by 
F. G. & S. J. Ashbrook.  The fi rm was then known 
as Ashbrook Brothers until 1874, when the death of  
Mr. T. V. Ashbrook occurred.  His half interest was 
purchased by his brothers, F. G. & S. J. Ashbrook, 
who continued the business until 1884;  Mr. S. J. 
Ashbrook then becoming sole owner at the death of 
his brother, though the business has been known as 
Ashbrook Brothers ever since.  A crop of whisky has 
been made in this house each year, with but two ex-
ceptions, since the time it was built in 1840. Though 
they generally have orders for all their goods, they 
now have on hand a few spring  ‘89,  ‘90,  ‘91.

F. S. ASHBROOK co.
    Doubtless most of our readers know just where 
and by whom the old brand of Van Hook whisky is 
made, but for the benefi t of the few who may not, 

we take pleasure in giving a little history of this 
celebrated brand.  
    It was fi rst manufactured at Cynthiana, Ky., in 
1868, by Mr. L. Van Hook, who was succeeded in 
the business by the late Hon. T. J. Megibben, and 
later by the present owners, the F. S. Ashbrook 
Company; E. W. Bramble, President, and F. S. Ash-
brook, Secretary and Treasurer.
    The annual crops of this distillery have been 
limited to about 3,500 barrels, and the high stand-
ing of this brand in the Eastern and Western markets 
will bear testimony that no superior whisky is made 
in Kentucky.  The present owners adhere strictly to 
the old-fashioned process of doubling the whisky 
in copper kettles over an open wood fi re, and in this 
way imparting that rich and peculiar fl avor only 
found in whisky manufactured by this process.
    Having recently visited this distillery, and from 
a personal examination of their brand of various 
ages, we are constrained to believe that there is no 
superior whisky in the country.  The conservative 
crop made each year insures the dealer against any 
overproduction of the Van Hook, and the present 
crop of  ‘91 is nearly forty per cent less than that of 
the preceding one of  ‘90.  Having for the past four 
years carefully studied the subject of pure rye whis-
ky, their brand has attained a wonderful reputation 
among many dealers who formerly only handled the 
famous Eastern brands of rye. Their warehouses are 
of the modern improved patent-rack plan, and each 
is supplied with coils of steam-heating pipes, so that 
the ryes are treated with warm and dry storage in the 
same manner that it is done in Pennsylvania.
From Wine & Spirit Bulletin, 18 July 1891, vol. 5 
#14, p.45

SHORT  TALKS  WITH SOME  OF  THE  MOST  
PROMINENT  DISTILLERS
The F. S. Ashbrook Co., Cynthiana, Ky.—
We think the outlook for a good trade this fall and 
winter very favorable, as we are having now better 
trade on our  ‘90 and ‘91 crop of Van Hook than we 
have had for about twelve months.  We will com-
mence operation at our distillery about January 
15th or February 1st, running at two-third capacity, 
making about two-thirds of our  ‘90 crop.  We have 
about forty per cent of our ‘91 crop unsold.  We 
think an unlimited bonded (continued on page 5)            
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(Harrison County Distilleries - continued from 
page 4)
period, with fi fjy cents tax, the best thing for the 
trade; but we do not think the system of weighing 
spirits will give satisfaction. 
From Wine & Spirit Bulletin, 3 Nov. 1891, vol. 5 
#21, p.53

CYNTHIANA, KY.— The distilleries here are all 
preparing to begin operation in the way of making 
repairs at their houses, buying malt and other grains.  
However, there is no indication of a very large pro-
duction in Harrison county during 1892. The distill-
ers of this section have, as a rule, tried to keep their 
production within the limit for several years, and 
consequently there is practically no over-production 
or stagnation of any brand made in this county.
     Cynthiana is the birth-place of old “A. Keller,” 
one of the most widely-known and easist-selling 
brands coming from Kentucky to New York and 
Boston, and in the East.  In early times this brand 
was sold largely by Messrs. P. W. Engs & Sons 
during Mr. Engs’  life-time, and even today, though 
nearly all of the men of the fi rm changed, it is one of 
the brands of the old P. W. Engs house.
     Old Van Hook is also one of the leading brands 
in this section and is sold more largely East than 
anywhere else.  In Boston, Van Hook is one of the 
familiar brands of the trade.
     Mr. E. W. Brambel has been working the East on 

his brand for a number of years, and has at last suc-
ceeded in getting it in such a condition he wished for 
the Boston trade.
     Mr. F. S. Ashbrook, of this Company, is mayor of 
Cynthiana. Your correspondent could not see Mr. J. 
W. Megibben, he having been sick for several days. 
The Redmon Distillery will not start up for some 
time to come. Excerpted from Wine & Spirit Bulle-
tin, 3 Dec. 1891, vol. 5 #23.

(Thankful Thoughts contin-
ued from page 3)       we have 
copies of the Chronicles for 
sale at the museum - as well, 
in our museum library, we 
have a copy of Boyd’s book 
about the Irvine family - this 
copy came directly from the 
attic at “the Oaks.”
 November and 
Veterans Day give us unique 
opportunities to be grateful to 
our veterans - veterans of all 
times.  Two of our most faith-
ful museum volunteers, Nev-
ille Haley and Harold Slade 
returned home to Cynthiana in 
November of 1945 - 62 years 
ago. Harold recently brought a 
memorable shirt for display in 
our “military hall.” He writes 

“early in February, 1945, we 
were behind the Jap lines on 
Bataan.  We were supplied by 
air.  Many items were kicked 
out the doors of low fl ying 
C47 planes.  The more sensi-
tive items such as ammunition 
were dropped by parachute.  
We had many of these discard-
ed chutes around us.  I gath-
ered some of these to line our 
foxholes.  For the few days 
we were in this location, I was 
sleeping on silk.  I saved a few 
panels from a chute and later 
sent it to my mom. So I would 
have a keepsake from Bataan, 
I asked her to make this shirt 
from the section I sent home.”
We are so blessed - and indeed 
we are thankful!

(Save the Tavern - Continued from page 1)    Ac-
tually, it wouldn’t be that dramatic. There doesn’t 
have to be a decision to destroy the tavern, a death 
warrant signaling the end of its days. In bad repair, 
at 180 years old, it will collapse eventually if noth-
ing’s done to stabilize and restore it. 
     There’s even a term for that approach to historic 
buildings, it’s called “demolition by neglect.”
     That would be a sad and disgraceful end for a 
valuable piece of Kentucky’s heritage. [Used with 
permission of Lexington Herald-Leader]

Friends of Griffi th Woods events: see
http://www.friendsofgriffi thwoods.org
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Issue No. 2 

The 
Genealogy 
Box 

 
A supplemental newsletter for 
genealogy and family history 
research in Harrison County, 
Kentucky . 

By Philip Naff. 
 

“Motherhood Statistics” 
 

I suppose everyone must find a 
certain feature of the U.S. Censuses 
more intriguing than others.  
Surprises lurk everywhere, such as 
when the census official took note 
of every individual’s middle name 
or where he recorded the local 
birthplaces such as city or county, 
in addition to the required state or 
country.  My own personal favorite 
set of statistics are those recorded 
in the 1890 thru 1910 U.S. 
Censuses, but mostly commonly 
seen in 1900 and 1910 U.S. Census 
records.  Those figures are what I 
call the “motherhood statistics” and 
they are the numbers recorded 
regarding how many children a 
woman had given birth to, and how 
many of those were still living at 
the time of her enumeration. 
     Sometimes large portions of 
whole families can be lost or harder 
to find due to the great records 
void between the 1880 and 1900 
U.S. Censuses caused by the 
destruction of most of the 1890 

enumeration schedules (Only a very 
few remnants of this census remain, 
which was destroyed in a 1921 fire 
at the Commerce Building in 
Washington, D.C., however no 
records survived for Harrison 
County).  If a couple married in the 
1870s and had children, those 
children can virtually disappear by 
the time they can be counted as 
adults of the 1900 U.S. Census, 
and that is assuming they stayed in 
the same county or region.  If a 
couple moved and/or if their oldest 
children were daughters, it can be 
even more difficult to find out if 
the children died or were married 
before 1900 using census records 
alone.  And so the statistics 
regarding how many children were 
born to a woman and how many 
were still living can be a great 
“heads-up” in telling you to be on 
the lookout for other genealogical 
resources for children who don't 
appear with or near their parents in 
1900 or who were born after 1880 
and who died or were married 
before 1900. 
     1890 U.S. Census:  While 
largely still only evident to the 
modern researcher in the 1900 and 
1910 U.S. Census records, the first 
census to actually feature 
“motherhood statistics” was the 
1890 U.S. Census.  The 
instructions to census takers in 
1890 were as follows: 
     Mother of how many children, and 
number of these children living.—This 
inquiry is to be made concerning all 
women who are or have been 
married, including those widowed 
or divorced.  The answers should 
be given in figures, as follows: 6—5; 
that is, mother of six (6) children, 
of which five (5) are living. If a 
woman who is or has been married 
has had no children, or if none are 
living, state the fact thus: 0—) or 3—
0, as the case may be. 

     1900 U.S. Census:  The 
instructions to census takers in 
1900 directed that the question 
only “applies to women, and its 
object is to get the number of 
children each woman has had, and 
whether the children are not living 
on the census day.”  In column 11 
of the 1900 schedules the census 
taker was to enter the number of 
children born to the woman, and 
that if she had none, they were to 
write “0.”  Stillborn children were 
not to be considered in the count.  
In column 12 the census taker was 
to record the number of those 
children accounted for in column 
11 which were still living on June 1, 
1900 (Census Day of the 12th U.S. 
Census), regardless of their 
residence at the time.  If the 
woman had not had any children, 
or if they were all dead, the official 
was to enter a “0” in the column. 
     1910 U.S. Census:   For this 
enumeration, instructions were a 
little more specific than those of 
the earlier two censuses.  Women 
who were married, widowed, or 
divorced were to be asked the total 
number of children she gave birth 
to during her lifetime, including 
children by any former marriage as 
well as by her present marriage.  
Children that her then-current 
husband may have had during a 
prior marriage, even though those 
children were then members of the 
family, were not to be included in 
the total count for that woman.  
Again, stillborn children were not 
to be considered, and if the woman 
had never had any children, “0” 
was to be written in both columns 
11 and 12. 
     The instructions for column 11 
(“Number of children now living”) 
the instructions were the same as 
for 1900, record the number of 
those children accounted for in 
column 10 which were still living 



on April 15, 1910 (Census Day of 
the 13th U.S. Census), regardless of 
their residence.  If all the children 
recorded in column 11 were dead, 
column 11 was to be filled in with a 
"0." 
     While the instructions differ 
slightly in detail the 1910 U.S. 
Census schedules largely contain 
the same information, and the 
1910 statistics can be used in the 
same way as the 1900 figures, only 
for a shorter timespan.  The 1910 
numbers are also helpful in 
corroborating the 1900 
enumeration’s “motherhood 
statistics.” 
     They have helped me many a 
time, but be aware that there are 
problems with these numbers just 
like all of the others statistics 
recorded in the U.S. Censuses.  For 
instance, if a woman married 
several times, the number of 
children recorded may refer to 
children by all her marriages, or 
just those of her latest, or maybe 
only those still at home, depending 
on how the question was 
interpreted. 
     And as with all U.S. Census 
enumerations, the numbers which 
can be seen today are only as good 
as the knowledge of the person who 
happened to answer the door on 
the Census Day of that year. 
 

 

To Find the Degrees, 
Count the G’s 
 
Do you get confused when you 
can't figure out who your mother's 
nephew's daughter's son is (Answer:  
Your first cousin, twice-removed).  
There are many charts and 
diagrams available for genealogist to 
use to determine the degree of 
relationship between two cousins, 
but I never seem to have one on 
hand just when I need one.  So, 
instead, I simply count the G’s, that 
is, I count the number of letter G’s 
that there are in the word defining 
the ancestor, such as grandfather, 
great-grandfather, great-great-
grandfather, and so on.  Of course, 
this formula will work with female 
ancestors, too!  ;-). 
     So if you find someone who 
shares a descent from your great-
great-great-grandfather Abraham 
Langley, and that there are just as 
many generations between him and 
Abraham Langley as between you 
and “Ol’ Abe,” just count the 
number of G’s there are in great-
great-great-grandfather, of which there 
are four, and that means that you 
and your relation are fourth 
cousins to each other. 
     If your cousin's descent is 
determined by more or less G’s, i.e. 
generations of descent, than you, 
then take the lesser number to 
define the term cousin and the 
difference between the two 
numbers to define removed.  So if 
Abraham Langley is your great-
great-great-grandfather (4 G’s) and 
if Abraham Langley is your cousin's 
great-great-grandfather (3 G’s) the 
lesser number is 3, meaning you are 
third cousins, and the difference 
between 4 and 3 (4 - 3 = 1) is one, 
meaning you are 3rd cousins, once-
removed. 
     It’s as simple as . . . “Gee Whiz!” 

Reading Books Backwards 
and Taking Notes 
 

 
 
It was once said that you can always 
tell who the genealogists are in a 
library by the way they read a book, 
that is backwards, from the index, 
to see if their ancestor or other 
relation is mentioned in it, and 
then referring to the body of the 
book if they can find a familiar 
name in the index.  If the title of 
the book intrigued you enough to 
pick it up and look at the index in 
the first place, then you should at 
least photocopy the title page of the 
book.  You can then use the 
backside of the photocopy to keep 
notes on about what you found, or 
didn't find, in that book.  If you 
keep a file or notebook of these 
photocopies you can have a ready 
resource easily at hand, a virtual 
mini-library of the books you have 
read from the back cover to the 
front while looking for your 
ancestors or cousins, as well as the 
notes you took while looking at 
those books. 

~ 
Notable Quote 

The man who has not anything to 
boast of but his illustrious ancestors 
is like a potato—the only good 
belonging to him is underground. 

Thomas Overbury. 


