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Harrison County’s Lost Buildings

President’s Corner

J. S. Withers House— 1875

Bob Owen
Local Pioneer Forts and Village Honored

J. S. Withers built this colonial revival house featuring carved cherry mantels,
parquet floors, and a large central hall, in 1875. It was located on the west side at
6 Court Street, opposite Market Street (Joe B. Hall Court). In 1965, the City of
Cynthiana bought and demolished the house for a parking lot. GoodYear Tire
Center occupied a new building on this site beginning about 1968. See Peddicord, Cynthiana Since 1790. (Photo, 1960, Bill Penn).

What was found in this Harrison County shed that is now in
the Kentucky History Center’s permanent exhibit?
Turn to page 3 to find out.

The joint Historical Ruddles Mill, Inc (HRMI)
and Ruddell’s and Martin’s Stations Historical
Association (RAMSHA) “gathering” on June
23 was a big success. Michele Foley and Don
Lee did an excellent job putting this event
together. The event began with a meeting at
the Ruddles Mill Christian Church Shelter
House. Michele Foley, president of Historic
Ruddles Mills, Inc., had put together a meaningful tour of the village via foot or horse
drawn wagon. She and husband Philip graciously opened their circa 1794 home for the
tour. The local churches also opened their
doors for the group. The Stonemouth Presbyterian Cemetery has been under going restoration by Historic Ruddles Mills, Inc. and could
be toured. At noon, a terrific potluck meal
was available to all attendees.
Following lunch, a motorcade traveled to
Ruddell’s Station site off Old Lair Road. The
landowner, Tony Herrington, welcomed the
group and explained he was selling the land
and introduced the new owner, who pledged
to continue the visitation privileges. This was
followed by a ceremony by a colorful 1780
Militia drill team, taps, and a visit to the river
bank vault where some of the remains of those
killed in the British/Indian attack here are buried. At about 4:45, the motorcade proceeded
to Martin’s Station where the landowner hosted the visit with refreshments.
The groups found this consolidated meeting approach beneficial and may do it in the
future. Next year’s gathering promises to be
even bigger and more spectacular with a Canadian military unit representing the British. If
you have questions about the associations,
contact Michele Foley, HRMI, at 859-9876846 or Don Lee, RAMSHA, at 859-6226809. If you were not able to attend this year,
be sure and put it on your calendar for next
year.
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Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum
124 S. Walnut St., Cynthiana, Ky. 41031
Hrs: 10-5 Fri-Sat
Martha Barnes, President
Museum Celebrates 13th Anniversary
Whoops! It seems that last month's headline perhaps highlights the Harrison County Historical Society's 25th anniversary. This month, we truly do celebrate our museum's anniversary - our 13th! We are not superstitious - rather we are
very proud to be in existence and so very pleased to be in
our new location - 124 S. Walnut Street
The museum anniversary weekend will be July 20-21.
Once again, Rick Chasteen, host of WCYN's Coffee Break,
will bring his program to the museum on Friday morning at
8:00 A.M. Rick has been very faithful in his support of the
museum. We appreciate him and WCYN for all they do for
the community. Special thanks, yet another year, to Harold
and Dorothy Slade, Helen Jean Wiglesworth, Janice Herrington, Mary Lois Brunker, and Ken's Grocery for making preparations and providing refreshments on that anniversary morning.
As was the month of June, July is a month of reunions. A
special gathering of alumni from Connersville High School
was held just a few weeks ago. Thanks to the efforts of Lowell Clifford, his wife Sue, and William Fritz the sign which had
been above the door of Connersville High School since 1920
was saved. Lowell presented the sign to the alumni who in
turn presented the sign to the museum. The large sign about
3 x 8 already hangs in the education section of the museum.

President Bob Owen mentioned all the
events in the area for the weekend. One
or more of the Civil War re-enactors will
be present in period dress at the Museum's anniversary celebration July 20 &
21.
Program: Civil War re-enactor Michael
Brown, the coordinator of the upcoming
Battle of Cynthiana Re-enactment July
27-29 made a presentation on the event
discussing the activities to take place
each day.
Members voted to donate $150
to the Civil War re-enactors to help with
the cost of the July event. Bob Owen
suggested that allowing members of the
public be permitted to fire the canon for a
fee at the July event could generate income to help pay the re-eneactors expenses. (They later talked to the canon
owner and have decided to do it.)
Bob discussed the possibility of
sending the newsletter in envelopes instead of being folded and taped. It was
Civil War Relics in Museum
determined that the newsletters are generally in better condition in enveCivil War aficionados will gather for the Battle of Cynthilopes. Bob is to check the price of enve- ana on July 28-29 (Elks Lodge Grounds). We hope those
lopes and we will discuss it at the next folks also will visit the museum as there are significant Civil
meeting. (Submitted by Billy Fowler).
War items on display. The collection includes cannonballs,
Harrison Historical Events Calendar the uniform of Union officer James Madison Wilson, a bayonet scabbard found in the court house clock tower,
a fascinating set of letters written by William Jones to his beJuly 19—Show and Tell program HCHS
loved in Oddville during the war, and other items which emJuly 28-29—CHANGE OF DATE—The
phasize the importance of this time in history to Cynthiana
Battle of Cynthiana re-enactment has been
and Harrison County.
changed from July 14-15 due to a schedulBring your family and friends to the museum. You'll be
ing conflict. It will still be at the Elks Club
glad you did.
farm. Camps will open Friday evening July
27. The battle will take place at 2:00pm
each day. Sutlers selling Civil War-era reproductions will be present. Visitors can
visit the Union and Confederate campsites.
August 16—Rose McCauley, a local writer,
will present the program HCHS.

Harrison County Flour Mill in
Kentucky History Center Permanent Exhibit
Bill Penn
(Left) “James Samuel Penn used this flour mill made
by the Bradford Mill Company, Cincinnati, Ohio, ca.
1880, on his farm in Harrison County, Kentucky. Donated by William A. Penn and Phil Weisenberger.”
Text of interpretative sign on the flour mill at the Kentucky History Center. (Photo, 2007, Bill Penn)

V

isitors to the Kentucky History Center’s permanent exhibit, “A Kentucky Journey,” in Frankfort, Ky., may view a flour mill formerly located on
the Alec Penn farm on the Renaker—Rutland Road
in northeast Harrison County. The rare portable
flour mill was donated in 1991 by my family, with
the help of Phil Weisenberger, owner of Midway’s
Weisenberger Mills.
My great-grandfather, James Samuel Penn,
purchased this farm in 1878, and apparently acquired this flouring and corn mill soon after settling
on the property. Penn’s mill is identical to the one
illustrated in a Bradford Mill Company advertisement published in 1879. It is a horizontal type with
two stone burrs which are 18” to 20” in circumference, encased in a thick wooden frame.
The “portable” classification is derived from

the fact the machine may be moved to various locations without need of a permanent housing. According to my great-uncle Bill Pickett from Sadieville, Penn placed the mill at first in a shed across
from his homestead about a quarter mile from the
main road. There was a small distillery and a well
along a creek near the mill and Penn probably used
the mill in connection with its operation. Alec Penn
moved the mill about 1925 and placed it in a 8” x
15’shed near the banks of Raven Creek.
When I was growing up in the 1950s, my
grandfather, Alec Penn, was still operating the mill.
A small one cylinder gasoline motor placed near
the creek ran a long belt which fit through an opening in the shed wall and connected to a shaft that
rotated the mill stones. Before 1910 mills were
generally water powered.
My mother, Evelyn Byrd Penn, remembered visiting the mill about 1925 when she was
ten on horseback with her father, Alfred Faulconer,
who often brought a sack of corn to be ground
draped over the horse’s back. On one of these trips
she first met my dad, William Otis, who was sitting
on the yard fence, but her attention was directed
instead to his pony.
When my mother sold the farm in 1991, we
cautioned the buyer not to disturb the shed and mill
for the family was keeping possession of it until it
could be donated to a museum. Visiting the farm
one day we were shocked to find the shed and mill
had vanished. The buyer assured us the mill was
preserved and we soon found it stored in a barn. I
asked Phil Weisenberger to assist me in storing the
old mill and in finding a home for it. We loaded the
heavy mill onto Phil’s pickup truck using the services of a Cynthiana tow truck. I am not sure how
(Continued on page 4)

(Continued from page 3)

Phil unloaded it, but he stored the mill while making
inquiries. Shaker Village was looking for a mill for a
restored waterwheel, but ours was not of the proper
vintage. However, the Kentucky Historical Society
welcomed it and Phil delivered it to them. I assumed
the mill would languish in a warehouse, but at least be
preserved.
But in 1999, eight years later, to my surprise,
during my first visit to the new Kentucky History Center’s “A Kentucky Journey” permanent exhibit, I was
thrilled to see the James Samuel Penn flour mill displayed. It is in a room dedicated to early Kentucky industry, in a back corner room that has a farm wagon
sitting in it. I am sure thousands of visitors have viewed
it and thousands more will appreciate this preserved
relic of 19th century farm life from Harrison County,
Kentucky.
(left ) The Penn flour
mill was used from
about 1925 through
the 1950s by Alec
Penn in a shed along
the Renaker-Rutland
road in northeast Harrison County. Earlier,
the ca. 1880 mill was
located elsewhere on
the farm when operated by James Samuel
Penn. See photo of
shed that housed the
mill on page one.
(Photo, ca. 1970s,
Bill Penn)

History of Bradford Mill Company
Cincinnati, OH

(above) Bradford Mill Company advertisement,
Scientific American, Vol. 40, No. 13, March
29, 1879. This is identical to the mill belonging
to James Samuel Penn in the Kentucky History
Center.

The Bradford Mill Company was founded
as a partnership by James Bradford in 1840
to manufacture flour milling and distillery
machinery and was originally based in
Eighth and Evans Streets in Cincinnati,
Ohio. An 1879 advertisement in Scientific
American noted they were “manufacturers
of French-buhr millstones, portable corn
and flour mills, AMU machines, etc.” By
1890 their extensive factory, then at 657671 Evans Street, was producing nothing
but good quality centre (engine) lathes of
all kinds and the company became a corporation, changing its name to "The Bradford
Machine Tool Company". (Source: Internet
Google searches)

Operators of the Penn mill—(left) James Samuel Penn
photo ca. 1880s (1851-1934) and (right) Wm. Alec Penn
photo 1970s.(1884-1968).

Books Are Welcomed Birthday Presents
available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 112 South Walnut Street, P.O. Box 411,
Cynthiana, KY 41031 (859-234-7179);
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana. This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family
histories, the famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of
persons and events connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint. This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs
of prominent men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school
information is included. 24 pp. Paperback, 12”x18”. $5.00
- Cynthiana Since 1790. Virgil Peddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the owners/businesses located
on each lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923. 171
pp. (See separate index below). Paperback. $20.00
- Index - Cynthiana Since 1790 (William A. Penn). Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his
book. This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map. 30 pp. Paperback.
$3.00
- Writings of Colonel William M. Moore,(1837-1927) compiled by Andrew B. “Andy” Peak (2002). Includes
1921-1922 articles he wrote for the Cynthiana Democrat about his life. 10 family photographs; index; paperback,
71 pp. $10.00/ $3.00 shipping. Limited supply.
- This Old House by Katherine Wilson. Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison
Co. houses and the families who have occupied them. 70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00 (An index is available
for earlier editions, which had no index).
- Cromwell’s Comments, by John M. Cromwell (1862-1951) is a reprint of Cromwell’s 1928-1941 Cynthiana
Democrat columns on the history of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., KY). William A. Penn and George D. Slade,
editors. Paperback; preface; 2 maps; 21 photos; 4 illus.; annotated; index; 200 pp. (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002),
$10 plus $3 shipping.
Shipping/handling for above books: Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for first book (unless
otherwise noted above), $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notified if special shipping fees apply. No
shipping fee on Index - Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks/money orders payable to
“Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum.” No credit cards. Prices/fees subject to change.

*Railroads in Harrison County, KY, by George D. Slade. 82 pages, paperback, many rare photos of depots and depot plans. Edited and designed by Bill Penn. Copies are $15 plus $3.00 shipping.
*History of Bourbon, Scott, Harrison and Nicholas Counties, Ky.– Perrin—reprint 1999 Southern Historical Press (originally printed 1882), 815 pp. reduced size 8 1/2” x 6”, exact copy of all
pages except smaller print, hardbound, with new valuable est. 8,000+ name index. $55 plus $5
shipping and handling.
*Above two books available only from Historic Midway Museum Store, 124 E. Railroad Street,
Midway, KY 40347, 859-846-4214, or e-mail, pennwma@aol.com.

History Book Notes: Bill Penn
“Tisn’t he who has stood and looked on, that can tell you what slavery is — ‘tis he who has endured.”
John Little, fugitive slave, 1855.
Slave Narratives - Kentucky: A Folk History of Slavery in Kentucky from Interviews with
Former Slaves, Applewood Books and the Library of Congress ISBN 1-55709-016-5 123 pp. paperback $14.95. Not available through the Harrison County Historical Society. See your bookstore.
In the 1930s the Federal Writers’ Project, under the U. S. Works Progress Administration (WPA), interviewed thousands of former slaves with both sound recordings and manuscript interviews. Applewood
Books has reprinted samples of the historic interviews for most of the former southern slave states, with
this volume featuring Kentucky. These narratives should be required reading by all persons interested in
southern history and especially high school history students. The interviews offer a window into the
slave experience, since the observations and perspectives are from the point of view of those who were
in bondage.

