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Of Tea & Torpedoes:

President’s Corner

The Transatlantic Adventures of Harrison County’s Soldiers
and Sailors of World War I
Philip Naff, Staff Writer

The Aquitania at Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. The Cunard
liner exhibits the "dazzle" camouflage for ships which was used
for battleships as well as troop transports during World War I.
ALLIED EXPEDTIONARY FORCE,
ST. NAZAIRE, FRANCE--June 23,
1919--”Dear Home Folks: - At last
we are out of Gievres and this far
on our way home - we may be
held here several days waiting
transportation, but expect to sail
some time this week. I'll wire you
when we land if I can get enough
to pay for the message. Just now
I'm dead broke - Guess Ezra has
reached home ere this time - I'm
wondering if Ira has. I'll not go
into any details of my trip this far
[and] will tell you about it later Love to all, Will.” Cpl. William
Walker Elmore, of Berry, Ky., was
tired and anxious to get home; he
had already written that he had
expected to depart France on June

20th, and so the delay was not
a welcome one. However, he
wasn't the only one of Harrison
County’s soldier boys waiting
for a ride home with the news
of war’s end on November 11,
1918; America had been at war
for nearly two years, and all her
boys were weary of foreign
wars in far off places.
For Will, his brother,
Ira, and their cousins, Ezra and
Bascom Elmore, all from Harrison County, the war was a family affair, but they were just a
handful of the nearly seven
hundred young men, and a few
women, too, from Harrison
County who had left their fami(Continued on page 3)

Bob Owen
At the May 17th meeting, Melissa Jurgensen,
one of the authors of Kentucky’s Covered
Bridges, gave a terrific overview of her book
and the bridges of the past. She covered the
three Harrison County Covered Bridges, none
of which exist today. We had the largest attendance at a meeting in the past two years.
Additional information can be found on
KyCoveredBridges.org and MelissaJurgensen.com. The books are available from the
author, Lexington’s Joseph-Beth Booksellers,
and Historic Midway Museum Store, Midway.
Last month, I mentioned that the state was
doing an archeological study on land for the
bypass purchased from Jess Burrier’s Farm
(US27 N) in the bottom west of the viaduct.
The site contains the remnants of an old house
(s) that burned at the time of the Civil War.
Initial information indicates the dig has been
quite successful and we hope to get a report in
the future.
I want to encourage society members and
the public to attend the joint Historical Ruddle’s Mill, Inc and Ruddell’s & Martin’s Stations Historical Association “Gathering” on
June 23. The meeting will begin at the Ruddles Mill Christian Church Shelter House on
Rt. 1893 at 9 a.m. From 10:00 to noon, there
will be horse drawn wagon tours of historical
homes in Ruddle’s Mill village and a visit to
the cemetery. From noon to 2:00 p.m., a lunch
will be served if you bring a dish for the potluck lunch, or food can be purchased at the
local store. Following lunch, a motorcade will
travel to the Martin’s and Ruddell’s Stations
fort sites. At the latter, there will be maneuvers by a colorful 1780 Virginia Militia drill
team, taps, and a wreath laying. Lastly, there
will be a visit to the river bank vault where
some of the remains of those killed in the British/Indian attack on Ruddell’s Station are buried. If you have questions, contact Michele
Foley at 859-987-6846 or Don Lee,
RAMSHA President, at 859-622-6809. This
will be the event of the summer and all are
urged to attend.
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Harrison County Historical
Society
Bob Owen, President
Billy Fowler, Vice President
Janie Whitehead, Secretary
Dorothy Slade, Treasurer
Meeting Notes: May 17, 2007
Program: With one of our largest crowds
present, Melissa Jurgensen signed her new
book (Arcadia Publishing, 2007, $19.99),
Covered Bridges of Kentucky, which she cowrote with Robert Laughlin. Ms. Jurgensen’s
slide show and lecture covered the remaining
thirteen structures in Kentucky. She displayed photos of four of Harrison County’s
former covered bridges at Cynthiana, over
Gray’s Run, Claysville and at Lair Station.
Her lecture covered the methods used to
build covered bridges, some of the companies and persons who built them, and noted
the bridges were covered to protect the structure from the decaying effects of the weather.

Claysville Bridge—1874-1953.

Harrison History Calendar
June 16-17—Georgetown, Morgan’s
Raids re-enactment, Cardome grounds.
June 21—Date Correction—HCHS Michael Brown, Battle of Cynthiana reenactment discussion. Meeting will be at the
Museum, not the library.
June 23—CHS Reunion 5:30 pm Elks;
RAMSHA mtg. (see President’s Column)
July 19—Show and Tell program HCHS
July 27-29—Date Correction Battle of
Cynthiana Reenactment
August 16—Rose McCauley, a local writer, will present the program HCHS.

Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum
112 S. Walnut St., Cynthiana, Ky. 41031
Hrs: 10-5 Fri-Sat
Martha Barnes, President
Museum Celebrates 25th Anniversary
What exciting times for all of us at the museum! We celebrated our grand opening at 124 S. Walnut - and it was
grand! Grist Mill Day was also a grand museum
day. Yet once again, special thanks to the Kellys who
faithfully make the day happen.
Donors were generous and the number of visitors
was the greatest ever! Our new location certainly is more
appealing - and offers more space for guests - even larger numbers of guests. We offered door prizes - books
and prints. We had a trivia contest and a scavenger
hunt with enthusiastic participants.
Try some of these sample questions - 1. In what year
was Harrison County formed from portions of Bourbon
and Scott Counties? 2. Who operated the "Little Red
Schoolhouse" on Pike Street? 3. What Revolutionary
War event occurred in Harrison County in June of 1780?
4. In what year was the old covered bridge (across
South Licking-Main Street) demolished? 5. What Harrison County post office is on display in the museum?
6. Name the Cynthiana mansion which was destroyed by
fire in 1985.
Larry Benson won the trivia contest. Hayley Mullins,
B. K. Mullins, Jared Cummins, Zack Turner, and Whitney
Gray were scavenger hunt winners. Our plans are to offer more contests. We strive to intrigue museum visitors
of all ages. If you cannot answer the questions, do
come by the museum to find the answers.
June is a popular month for reunions. In the last few
weeks, the local newspaper has published numerous
announcements about upcoming gatherings - family reunions (many fine old Harrison County names) and
school reunions - Cynthiana High School, Harrison
County High School, Renaker, Buena Vista, etc. Another
reunion occurring this month in Harrison County is the
9th gathering of RAMSHA on June 23. You will understand that acronym if you could answer question 3 in this
article.
As local citizens and out of town guests are "out and
about" in the community for reunions, we anticipate their
visits to the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum. Our
school section has items representative of schools both
past and present. Other museum displays show how
families lived and loved in this special community. The
museum is the perfect place to reflect, to resolve, and to
reunite.
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lies behind when they were recruited, enlisted, or
were drafted into the service of their country to
fight that “war to end all wars,” which was the initial promise of World War I All were deeply affected by the terrors of the conflict, whether they saw
action at the frontlines against the Germans and
the Axis powers, or never ventured far from home
at all (Read “No Halloween Tonight: Harrison
County and the Spanish Influenza of 1918” in the
June 2006 edition of the Harrison Heritage News).
Their day was not one which included radio, television, cell phones, satellites, or e-mail,
and so the only way they could get news of their
welfare home to loved ones was to send a telegraph or write a letter. For the author’s Elmore
relations there still exist a few letters and postcards written by each of them from overseas, letters sent to their “dear home folks,” a phrase commonly found in many a soldier’s letter. For Ira
Elmore a complete set exists spanning the length
of a year abroad in France and which detail his
return home as a casualty before war’s end. 1917
and 1918 were eventful years, not just for Ira, his
brother and cousins, but also for his family in Berry; at home his sister, Catherine, was married,
another sister, Blanche, died of tuberculosis, and
his parents, so short of sons and daughters at
home to help with the farm, decided to move
north to Boone County that year.
Another set of letters exists for the Harrison County family at large, and those are the letters which were published in the weekly editions of
The Cynthiana Democrat and The Log Cabin during
World War I. The volume of soldiers letters published was really just a trickle of the total that
must have been sent home overall, but before
long the letters offered for publication by family
and friends came to be so many that they were
formed into a weekly columns in each newspaper,
letters which now have become an archive of nearly three-hundred first hand accounts of the war.
At first they were censored, but then as the war
came to a close, the letters revealed more and
more. Most were from Harrison County natives
and residents, but occasionally a letter merited
enough interest from the editor’s of Cynthiana’s
papers to publish it as they would any other, for all
Americans were in the same boat, so to speak.
Water, Water, Everywhere . . .
Kentucky has nearly 90,000 miles of
streams which flow through every county in the
state. While rivers and streams were a commonplace site, the sounds of running water evidently
were not enough to inspire all that many Harrisonians to join the Navy or Marines. Of the 684
service records listed in the Kentucky Council of
Defense’s WWI records of Harrison County servicemen, only 62 are for sailors and 23 are for Ma-

rines. A majority saw service with the Army, but
if they were a part of the Allied Expeditionary
Force sent to France and elsewhere in Europe,
whether soldier, sailor, or marine, they all had
tales to share of “crossing the pond,” as the
transatlantic voyage has affectionately become
known.
The first Americans to land in France
arrived on June 24, ninety years ago this month.
From their published letters alone it is not clear
who among those from Harrison County were
the first to arrive in France, but the first letters
to appear from overseas postings in the Log
Cabin and the Democrat were dated November 8
and 29, 1917, respectively. Wartime letters
from abroad were officially censored, and sometimes self-censored, so as not to worry the folks
back home unnecessarily. Detailed travel itineraries of individual soldiers were often not included until after the armistice on November 11,
1918, and so many accounts were dated long
after the events themselves.
In a September, 1918 letter Fred Fightmaster, of Co. E, 27th Engineers, wrote a letter
home to his sister Pearl while he was
“Somewhere on the Atlantic:”
“This is our sixth day out and it seems
like it has been six weeks . . . yesterday it was
quite cool when we were in a dense fog for several hours. I have withstood the rocking in the
cradle of the deep better than I thought I would.
The first two days were not very pleasant, but
now I am feeling pretty good and am able to eat
more. For several days I ate only crackers and
apples which I bought on the boat . . .I tried
working in the kitchen at first but it was so far
down and warm and too far on front where it is
so much more rocking than elsewhere that I had
to give it up.”
On an upbeat note to reassure his sister
he wrote that “every precaution is taken for our
safety. Twice a day we have boat drill, each and
every one is compelled to wear a life preserver.
We all feel sure of landing safely.”
Private Oral Jett, Battery A, 16th Field
Artillery, wrote of his journey that “the sea was
good with the exception of three days, and in
these I thought the ship would turn over at any
minute. The second day we were on board you
could see lots of people running to the rails to
feed the fish.” (Published in the Log Cabin, July
5, 1918)
Not all had it so bad. Some soldiers with
the Allied Expeditionary Force crossed the Atlantic in style, aboard posh ocean liners which were
converted during the war for use as troop transports. The Aquitania was one such ship. A Cunard passenger liner which had its maiden voyage in May, 1914, the four-funneled Aquitania
(Continued on page 4)
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Ira Thomas Elmore, left, (18931927) and his brother, William
Walker Elmore (1891-1969), two
Harrison County "soldier boys"
who wrote letters home of life in
the Army during World War I.

(Continued from page 3)

[see photo, p. 1] had only had time
to make the trans-Atlantic crossing
twice again before the outbreak of
World War I, when it served as an
armed merchant cruiser, a hospital
ship, and a as troop transport (It
would do so again during WWII).
The custom of a British afternoon tea
served at sea gave way to army rations and whatever else the soldier
could pack.
In the account of Lewis Taggert, published in the Dec. 27, 1918
issue of The Log Cabin, he wrote:
“We are certainly fortunate
in getting to come across in such a
ship as the ‘Aquitania’ which ranks
second in size, and is as fast as any,
having been known in times of peace
to cross the Atlantic in a little over
four days. On account of the speed

and size of this ship we only
used a convoy a day out of
New York and a day and a half
into Southampton[, England].
On account of the superiority
of this ship we never lost a
man out of at least six thousand on board, while other
ships only carrying a thousand
or fifteen hundred men have
had fifty and sixty men to die.”
No matter the class of
ship that any Harrison County
soldier took, one of the first
stops after leaving an American port was in the harbor of
Halifax, in Nova Scotia, Canada. If the training camps hadn’t dispelled them of any romantic notions before going off
to war, then the sight of Halifax must have certainly sobered them up. Pvt. Ira
Elmore wrote that he “was in
Halifax a few days after that
big explosion, and it was a
sight.” The sight he spoke of
was due to a massive explosion occurred on December 6,
1917 when the Mont Blanc, a
French cargo ship packed with
explosives for use in the war
effort, collided with a Norwegian freighter in the harbor.
The Mont Blanc’s cargo subsequently caught fire and barely
half an hour later the Mont
Blanc exploded, killing nearly
2,000 on the ships and ashore
and injuring another 9,000. A
one-mile radius around the
blast site was left uninhabitable, and the blast itself was
considered the largest manmade explosion up to the development of atomic weapons
during WWII.
Accidents were one
thing, but perhaps what most
servicemen feared more than
anything was that unknown
which was lurking in the deep
Atlantic, the German U-boat,
or submarine.
Torpedoes Away
Submarines weren’t
necessarily a new technology,
but it was during World War I

that it was put to its greatest
effect, and it was largely the
use by the Germans of unrestricted submarine warfare on
neutral shipping and the sinking
of the Lusitania which largely
turned American public opinion
against the Axis powers. New
tactics evolved to deal with the
threat, such as the technique of
using convoys to protect merchant shipping and troop ships
and the development and use of
depth charges to strike at the
enemy below.
In a May 30, 1918 letter
from one of Harrison County’s
sailors, Roy Renaker, wrote
from Philadelphia: “Expect to
put to sea again within a few
days and then we shall be entirely cut off, as far as communicating with the folks at
home. Then we shall find excitement looking for ‘subs.’ And
amusement, too, for when a
gunner reports the wake of a
fish as ‘torpedo coming,’ (as
one gunner did on a previous
voyage) you can scarcely repress a laugh. So we have
amusing things to occur, as well
as the pathetic, in war times.”
But the “fun” could be
short-lived. In the July 4, 1918
issue of The Cynthiana Democrat, the paper published the
“thrilling experience” of Arthur
“Pat” Murphy, a wireless operator on board the President Lincoln, which was destroyed by a
German submarine on May 31.
Murphy wrote that “we were 36
hours out on May 31st when the
U-boat sent daylight through
us. It was about 9 a.m. on a
beautiful, sunshiny day when a
torpedo hit our ship, ‘President
Lincoln.’ Suddenly, someone on
the deck yelled: ‘Submarine’
‘Periscope’ [and] ‘Torpedo!’”
“It hit with a big crash
and a loud explosion. The ship
quivered in every timber and
keeled over to an angle of
about 45 degrees. I thought
then we would go down instantly . . . Before I reached the
(Continued on page 5)
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main deck another torpedo hit us near the
stern—the first one having hit us forward. I
then thought the Germans were going to sink
the ship without giving any one a chance for his
life . . . After waiting about fifteen minutes,
when it was plain that the ship could not remain
afloat much longer, the order was given to
abandon it . . . I waited until most of them
cleared the deck, so there would be no danger
of anyone jumping on top of me. I jumped on
a large raft at the side of the ship. I was afraid
it would be drawn under by the suction when
the ship went down and jumped for another raft
farther out. No sooner had I got on this one
than it washed right back against the side of
the ship and nearly back on deck. I then
jumped and swam for it. I was almost all in
when a raft floated along to me. I just hung on
with my hands as the ship started sinking, and
I was like a dog tired out with swimming, and
hanging on for dear life.
“About two or three minutes after the
ship went down the submarine appeared right
among the boats and rafts. It was one of the
latest and largest types. She flew the German
battle flag and her number was U-1011. I was
on a raft all alone and floated right into the sub.
I could almost spit on her deck. She cruised
around among the rafts and asked for the Captain. She had a three inch gun for and aft.
Two men came out on her deck and manned
one of her guns . . . They took Isaacs, our first
lieutenant, from a life boat and picked up one
seaman from a raft, gave him coffee and cognac and set him aboard one of the life boats. I
thought sure they were going to take me and I
did some excellent work playing ‘possum on
them. I stretched out on the raft like I was
dead as a doornail and they paid no attention to
me.
“The submarine stuck right with us until
about three in the afternoon waiting to see if
some other ships would try to pick us up. The
other three ships that were with us had to run
out of sight as quickly as possible and come on
to the States . . . We drifted about 15 miles
before the destroyers came after us, which was
some time after midnight . . . We had had
nothing to eat or drink all day and were cold,
wet and worn out.. . . The 18 hour saltwater
bath has made me some salty and seagoing
sailor.”
If Pat Murphy was now out of action,
others got revenge for him. After more than six
months aboard his ship, the San Francisco,
which was based in the north of Scotland at

Inverness, William Ruby Cason wrote to his parents from Portland, England and told of his participation in the blockade of German naval forces in
the North Sea. In a letter published Jan. 9, 1919
in The Democrat he wrote:
“We have made fourteen trips across the
North Sea, laying a barrage of mines from the
coast of Norway to the coast of Scotland. There
were ten ships in our fleet of which the ‘San Francisco’ is flagship. We laid something like seventyfive thousand mines. We worked night and day
[and] stood watches of six hours on and six hours
off day and night. It was our luck to encounter
some of the worst storms that the ship had ever
gone through. This, added to the fact that we had
something like 200 mines each filled with 300
pounds of T.N.T. powder, and, last, but not least,
the fact that the subs were continually on our trail,
added more excitement to the fun. Nevertheless,
we feel well repaid for all our trouble, as it has
been officially announced that we accounted for
forty submarines, not to mention those that were
destroyed without our definite knowledge as to
their exact fate.”
In Conclusion
In the end, most of Harrison County’s servicemen made the return voyage, some having
traveled farther and in ways that they might have
ever imagined they would. Some would return,
never to travel far from home again. Ira Elmore
returned to his family’s new home in Boone County and died there in 1927, as he never recovered
from injuries he received with his artillery unit in
France. His brother Will returned home to Kentucky and settled in Tennessee, where he married,
raised a daughter and lived for the rest of his life,
except for when he took a bus trip to California in
1968 so he could see the rest of the country and
say he saw the Pacific. He died the next year.
Each family has its own tales to tell of its
WWI veterans. If you know of letters written by
someone in your own family, take the time to scan
and save them on your computer’s hard drive,
make efforts to properly preserve and protect
them, and if you have the time, transcribe them so
that others may read of the tales told of the World
War I experience. If it hadn’t been for the efforts
of interested families and the local press of the
1917-1918 period, the letters quoted from above
would be unknown to us today.
To learn more about Harrison County and
its part in World War I, visit
www.harrisoncountyky.us/ww1.
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Harrison County, Kentucky, Historical Publications
Books Are Welcomed Birthday Presents
available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 112 South Walnut Street, P.O. Box 411,
Cynthiana, KY 41031 (859-234-7179);
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana. This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family
histories, the famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of
persons and events connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint. This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of
prominent men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school
information is included. 24 pp. Paperback, 12”x18”. $5.00
- Cynthiana Since 1790. Virgil Peddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the owners/businesses located
on each lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923. 171
pp. (See separate index below). Paperback. $20.00
- Index - Cynthiana Since 1790 (William A. Penn). Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his
book. This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map. 30 pp. Paperback.
$3.00
- Writings of Colonel William M. Moore,(1837-1927) compiled by Andrew B. “Andy” Peak (2002). Includes
1921-1922 articles he wrote for the Cynthiana Democrat about his life. 10 family photographs; index; paperback,
71 pp. $10.00/ $3.00 shipping. Limited supply.
- This Old House by Katherine Wilson. Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison
Co. houses and the families who have occupied them. 70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00 (An index is available
for earlier editions, which had no index).
- Cromwell’s Comments, by John M. Cromwell (1862-1951) is a reprint of Cromwell’s 1928-1941 Cynthiana
Democrat columns on the history of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., KY). William A. Penn and George D. Slade,
editors. Paperback; preface; 2 maps; 21 photos; 4 illus.; annotated; index; 200 pp. (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002),
$10 plus $3 shipping.
Shipping/handling for above books: Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for first book (unless
otherwise noted above), $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notified if special shipping fees apply. No
shipping fee on Index - Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks/money orders payable to
“Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum.” No credit cards. Prices/fees subject to change.

Railroads in Harrison County, KY, by George D. Slade. 82 pages, paperback, many rare photos of
depots and depot plans. Edited and designed by Bill Penn. Available only from Historic Midway Museum Store, 124 E. Railroad Street, Midway, KY 40347, 859-846-4214, or e-mail, pennwma@aol.com.
Copies are $15 plus $3.00 shipping.

Harrison County Genealogy Queries
BOYD—I am trying to find someone who might be able to look for info for me in Harrison Co KY. I
am trying to find where the Boyd family might be buried. All I know is this: Robert Boyd b. abt. 1759
d. abt. 1827 Harrison Co KY his wife UNKNOWN (Rankin) Boyd also died there. But I don't have any
idea what her first name was only that her maiden name was Rankin. They were married evidentally in
PA then ended up in Harrison Co KY. Their children married there and some came to IN and IL. One
son was Arthur James Boyd who mar. Molly Lewis she died in Harrison Co KY evidentally bec. he mar.
his 2nd wife there and had children then came to IN and she died and he remarried again. So I am trying to find Robert Boyd abt. 1759- abt. 1827 his wife UNKNOWN (Rankin) Boyd and then Molly
(Lewis) Boyd 1st w/o Arthur James Boyd. Molly was b. abt. 1784?? d. bef. 1804. Anything would
help. You see Arthur Boyd & 2nd wife Nancy Jane Rankin were my 4th gr grandparents. . Once I get
it all put together I could send you a file through internet on the Boyds at least what I have.
Nola— E-mail NolaMrtn1@aol.com

