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Harrison County’s Lost Buildings President’s Corner 

Bob Owen 

The Cynthiana Renaissance Board 

has been pursuing a T-21 Grant to 

spruce up part of the Cynthiana 

downtown area. The idea was to 

improve the appearance of the 

Main Street area between the John 

Hunt Morgan Bridge and Pike 

Street. Early indications from the 

State signaled a positive considera-

tion. Unfortunately, current feed-

back is not so good. Hopefully we 

can get this effort back on track as 

it will make the City a better place 

and more desirable to potential 

new businesses. The Renaissance 

Director, Beth Hutchinson, has 

taken a new position in Montana 

and a new director has yet to be 

hired. 

     Don’t forget to attend the May 

meeting on May 17th to hear about 

the Covered Bridges of Kentucky 

by author Melissa Jurgensen. 

Bring friends and potential mem-

bers to the meeting.  

   You may have noticed some ac-

tivity on the Jess Burrier Farm 

(US27 N) in the bottom, west of 

the viaduct and near the railroad 

tracks. Steve McBride is doing an 

archeological study for the state on 

the bypass path. He found the 

foundation of a large house built 

1820-30 and burned about 1860s. 

We will publish his final report. 

     If you see or know of the own-

ers of old and historic buildings/

homes taking action to preserve 

them, please praise their actions 

and let them know how much we 

appreciate their saving the history 

of the community. 

L & N passenger depot, Berry, Ky., constructed about 1912, retired by the 1960s 
and demolished. From Railroads in Harrison County, Ky. (George D. Slade). 
Editor’s note: I am seeking photographs of the Lair and Boyd L & N depots and 
other Harrison railroad photographs for the next printing of Mr. Slade’s book. 

Twenty-some years ago, when I was 
about nine or ten years old, my dad, 
Alson Cole, Jr., took me for a little 
walk down the railroad tracks in Ber-
ry. At the time, we lived at the old 
Howard Taylor place, where Mr. 
Taylor had started his ham busi-
ness. The tracks--and the rest of the 
town of Berry-- were at the foot of 
our hill. We walked southward to-
ward Robinson. It was a big deal to 
me because it was farther down the 
tracks than I had ever been. We 
walked until I couldn't see our house 
anymore. In fact, we passed by eve-

ry house along the tracks and 
had come to a place where only 
the tracks lay ahead of us and 
only walls of limestone towered 
to each side of us. Just as the 
tracks started to bend a bit, my 
dad led me up the side of the hill 
on the left. There was an open-
ing in the hill. We climbed 
through it and into what I thought 
was a cave. After my eyes ad-
justed to the darkness, I could 
see train tracks on the ground. 
My dad explained that we were 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Meeting Notes April 19th, 2007: 
President Bob Owen reminded everyone 
to bring photos of covered bridges to the 
May 17th meeting to show Melissa 
Jurgensen, who will present a program 
and sign her book, Kentucky’s Covered 
Bridges. Society officers for 2007 will be 
elected at the May meeting. Martha 
Barnes briefly discussed the upcoming 
May 11-12 GRAND OPENING at the 
new museum location. There will be door 
prizes, games etc. Bob talked a little 
about going through some of his uncle's 
things and finding old photos and letters 
his uncle wrote while a POW. The Handy 
House Committee will be doing a window 
display at the library throughout the 
month of may.  May is National Preser-
vation Month.  We encourage everyone 
to stop in and see the display.  It will be 
grand!  We also encourage everyone to 
get involved in preservation. 
Program: Virgie Wells, former mayor. 
Virgie made an excellent presentation, 
not only about the Old Jail but also about 
other events and experiences from her 
life in public service. 
(Submitted by Billy Fowler) 

MUSEUM GRAND OPENING (IN NEW LOCATION) 

It's time to celebrate!  The Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum 

will celebrate its grand opening at its new location, the old Rohs 

Theatre Building (thanks, Robert Poindexter), 124 S. Walnut Street, 

on Friday and Saturday, May 11-12 from 10 A.M. - 5 P.M.  There 

will be refreshments, contests, prizes, and of course, free tours of 

the new museum. 

     Why have a grand opening?  Yes. the museum has been in exist-

ence for nearly fourteen years.  If you have been to the museum in 

the past few months, you understand.  Although there is still much 

to be done, our new museum indeed is grand. 

     Thanks to the diligence and dedication of volunteers (thanks 

especially to Harold and Dorothy Slade), the museum is brighter, 

lighter, and more inviting.  Our new location provides wonderful 

opportunities for enhancing our displays, giving much needed 

space, providing handicapped accessibility, and offering a more 

welcoming environment for individuals and groups. 

     We hope that you will come help us celebrate.  If you had visit-

ed the old museum, you'll be pleasantly surprised.  If you have nev-

er visited the museum, you'll be amazed. 

GRIST MILL DAY MAY 26 

     Another very important museum day will be Saturday, May 26, 

10 A.M. - 5 P.M.  This is the date of our 10th Annual Museum 

Grist Mill Day.  Bill and Billy Kelly, their wives, and family will 

once again sponsor Grist Mill Day for the benefit of the muse-

um.  The Kelly family totally plan, organize, fund, and implement 

this special event. We truly appreciate their support. 

     There will be grist mills in operation, bags of freshly ground 

cornmeal, antique tractors and grist mills on display, soup beans 

and all the trimmings from 11 A.M. - 2 P.M., music, authors David 

and Lalie Dick, “Abraham Lincoln” (Jim Sayre of Lawrence-

burg) and tours of the museum.  It's all free, fun, and educational. 

RAGGEDY ANN FESTIVAL NOTES 

     It was great to have out of town visitors during the Raggedy Ann 

Festival. The museum highlight was the annual visit from Joni 

Gruelle Wannamaker and her husband Tom.  For our museum's 

Raggedy Ann and Andy Corner, they brought Raggedy Ann and 

Andy dolls (Knickerbocker - 1950's) from the Gruelle family col-

lection. Come visit us at the museum - you'll be glad you did! 

Harrison History Calendar 
May 11-12—Grand Opening new Museum 

site at old Rohs Theater, 126 Walnut St. 

May 17—HCHS—Mellisa Jurgensen will 

discuss and sign her new book, Kentucky’s 

Covered Bridges. 

May 26—Grist Mill Day. 

June 15—HCHS -Michael Brown, Battle 

of Cynthiana reenactment discussion. 

June 23—CHS Reunion 5:30 pm Elks; 

RAMSHA mtg. (see p. 5 announcement) 

July13-15—Battle of Cynthiana 

July 19—Show and Tell program HCHS 

August 16—Rose McCauley, a local writ-

er, will present the program HCHS. 
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(Left) Antique typewrit-

ers in the Cynthiana-

Harrison County Muse-

um’s new location in the 

former Museum Annex, 

the old Rohs Theater. 

Photo, 2007, Sharon 

Fowler. 



standing in what used to 
be a railway tunnel. We 
had entered through the 
opening closest to Rob-
inson.  Actually, we had 
entered through what 
used to be the top of the 
opening to the tunnel. 
The tunnel had been 
bulldozed shut, I believe 
sometime in the 1950s, 
leaving only a small 
opening in the top. I re-
member walking on 
down in the tunnel, but I 
stopped because the 
end closest to Berry was 
standing full of water. 
Dad warned me that 
there could be snakes. 
We both laughed when 
we noticed that someone had apparently been in 
there rather recently because we saw the re-
mains of a campfire.   Dad knew about the tunnel 
because his family had traveled through it when 
they moved to Berry by train in 1949. Dad was 
only six years old. My grandfather worked for the 
L&N and had been living and working in a little 
community called Ford, down around Fort 
Boonesboro in Clark County. Another L&N work-
er who had seniority over my grandfather came 
along and took his job--and the railroad house 
that came with it. The only place my grandfather 
had seniority over anyone was in Berry. So, he 
packed the family and what few belongings they 
had on a boxcar, and they moved to Berry.   
 The family was poor, and I don't suppose 
being poor in Berry was much different from be-
ing poor in Ford. However, Berry was a far more 
modern place than Ford. Dad said he used to 
stay up at night just to look at the streetlights. 
There had been no streetlights in Ford. There 
had been no streets in Ford. Not only that, the 
Berry School was the biggest building he'd ever 
seen, let alone been in. I'm sure Berry symbol-
ized a lot of things for my dad's young eyes--eyes 
that had not seen a world any bigger than Ford. It 
was no doubt a big deal for him to be moving to a 
happening place like Berry. It was a starting over, 
a chance for better opportunities. So, it was fitting 
that my dad and his family rode the train through 
that tunnel and into the light of a new town and a 

(Continued from page 1) 
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new life.  
 Recently, I 
went back to Berry 
after having been 
away for a number 
of years. I parked at 
the Berry United 
Methodist Church, 
just down the hill 
from my old house. I 
walked southward 
along the tracks, and 
just as I got to that 
bend in the tracks, I 
noticed that the 
ground along the 
tracks was getting 
muddier and muddi-
er. I could hear wa-
ter trickling and 
started to think that 

the tunnel must be 
close by and that the water I was hearing must 
be coming from the tunnel. I was right. I looked 
up, and there it was.  
 Apparently, when the railroad closed the 
tunnel, the tracks were rerouted down lower 
than they had been when they ran through the 
tunnel.  Actually, what I was looking at was a 
much larger opening than I had remembered. 
That's because I was looking at the opening 
closest to Berry, which hadn't been visible that 
much when Dad and I made our trip. I climbed 
up the hill to the opening and took a few pho-
tos. Then I came down and walked on down 
the tracks to find the Robinson end opening. I 
distinctly remembered that the hole Dad and I 
climbed through was facing Berry.  
 Just a few yards down the tracks, there 
was the other opening. I could have climbed up 
to it like Dad and I did, but I didn't see a good 
way to get back down. I could also see part of 
the concrete wall that led into the tunnel.  I was 
actually surprised to find the tunnel at all. I fig-
ured it would have long been sealed up, and I 
also questioned my own memory. I mean, the 
last time I was there was over twenty years 
ago, and I was just a kid then. But when I 
looked up that hill and saw that hole, it was just 
as I had remembered. The saying, "You can't 
go home again," is true. But you can visit. 
 
 

 

Tunnel entrance from Berry, or north end, near the 
center of the photo, located about 1/4 mile south of 
Berry at mile marker 55. Tracks at bottom of photo 
bypassed the tunnel and are currently in use by CSX. 
The tunnel was completed in 1853 for the Covington 
and Lexington Rail Road. Photo, 2007, Alson Cole. 



L & N map of Berry, Ky. yards showing improve-

ments 1919-1934.  Railroads in Harrison County, 

Kentucky. (Slade) 
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 (Above) View near mile marker 55 shows the hill with 
the original 1853 tunnel entrance on right (from the 
Robinson end), showing the concrete wall covering 
the tunnel. The old tunnel was later blocked after be-
ing bypassed and double-tracked ca. 1910-12 with a 
new tunnel #3 (see map below), which was subse-
quently “daylighted” by removing the hill directly over 
the track, as seen on the left. Photo, Alson Cole, 
2007. 

L & N System Map courtesy of L&N Historical Society. 

The site of the tunnel at mile marker 55 can be seen. See 

also passenger depot site, photo page 1.  Railroads in 

Harrison County, Kentucky (Slade). Maps this page 

courtesy of L & N Historical Society. 



Harrison County, Ky., Genealogy Query 
Hamilton—From: "Marilyn Heissinger" <marilyn-glenn@webtv.net> I am looking for any info 
on George Hamilton who died in Cynthiana in 1808 I think in Aug. His wife Agnes and young-
est son John C. Hamilton— born in 1797 in Cynthiana— moved to Morgan Co., Illinois in 1834. 
Glenn Hamilton. 
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Corrections, or, Where is North Pike Street? 
The address of the residence of W. W. Trimble on page one of the April 2007 (Vol. 8 No. 4) 
issue (“William W. Trimble: Lawyer’s Memoirs Describe Antebellum Harrison County”) should 
be North Main Street, not “North Pike Street. “  Also, in the same article, his relationship to 
Robert Trimble, supreme court judge, is not clear. Robert Trimble was Wm. W. Trimble’s un-
cle, not his brother.  

Ruddle’s and Martin’s Stations Historic Assoc. (RAMSHA) Meeting  

The 9th annual Gathering will take place at the 4H Fairgrounds 3 miles south of Cynthiana on 
US 27 on Saturday, June 23, 2007, starting with a History/Genealogy swap at 9AM, followed at 
10 AM by a historical presentation, potluck lunch, entertainment and activities at the Ruddle’s 
Station fort site and settler burial vault. (At this time they are tentatively planning to also visit 
the Martin's Station site.) Questions to Don Lee at (859)654-3848 or RAMSHA1780@aol.com. 

Views of the New Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum 
Photos by Sharon Fowler 

MAILTO:%22jhagee2@frontierfolk.net,RAMSHA1780@aol.com,Hdlee9936@aol.com%22

