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Black History Month 

The Trials of Marriage: 
Love and the Law in Early 20th Century Harrison County 

Philip Naff 

President’s Corner 
Bob Owen 

First of all, I want to announce that 
the Harrison Heritage News won an 
award in the category Publication-
Newsletter or Journal: An Award of 
Merit from the Kentucky History 
Awards. Congratulations to all the 
contributors to the publication. Joe 
Brent of Versailles made the nomi-
nation. Bill Penn, editor, will attend 
the awards presentation in Frankfort 
on March 3 and accept the award on 
behalf of the Historical Society. 
     Secondly, February is an im-
portant month as it is the 25th anni-
versary of our Historical Society’s  
founding. Congratulations to all the 
current members who are helping to 
keep it alive and thriving. 
     We had an interesting Show and 
Tell for the January meeting and I 
want to thank all those who brought 
things to the meeting. The attend-
ance was light due to the weather. 
Just a reminder, if you have not 
already done so, please pay your 
dues for the 2007 year. 
     Again, don’t forget that on Feb-
ruary 17th, the Northern Kentucky 
Historical Society will host its annu-
al History Day at Northern Ken-
tucky University up in Highland 
Heights. We will have a table there. 
     Melissa Jurgensen, with Walter 
Laughlin, has written a book titled 
“Kentucky’s Covered Bridges”. It 
will be released on May 7th. I have 
invited Ms. Jurgensen to speak to 
the society either in May or June and 
she has accepted. She will have 
books available to sell and sign. She 
plans to do a book on Harrison 
County covered bridges in the fu-
ture.  

     February 8, 1982 is the 

date given on the birth cer-

tificate of the Harrison 

County Historical Society; 

the certificate exists in 

forms initially filed twenty-

five years ago with the Sec-

retary of State’s office in 

Frankfort, registering the 

society.  It had multiple parents, Chris-

tine Burgan, Mildred Hehr, Paul Tuck-

er, Hallie Martin, Norvel Manning and 

Mrs. J.W. Switzer, all respected citizens 

of the community, many of whom are 

no longer with us.  While still a young-

ster among historical societies, little has 

been written of its earliest days, except 

for what in the memories of those who 

have participated in its activities, and so 

the journey of the society is a little like 

www.harrisoncountyky.us/historical-society & www.harrisoncountyky.us/harrison-

25th Year Celebration Issue 

Happy Birthday 
Historical Society Celebrates 25th Anniversary This Month 

Philip Naff 

     A year ago February and also just before Valentine’s Day, in an article about the 
African-American marriage records on file at the Harrison County Court Clerk’s vault 
over on Oddville Avenue, I remarked that proof of true love leaves little evidence on 
file, except for a marriage record perhaps.  Actually, I’ve found there can be a whole 
lot more recorded in the marriage record books than just the stories of loves won; 
there are also the stories loves lost and of the trials, disappointments, and even a few 
tragedies of those who wanted to get married, but didn’t, or couldn’t, or weren’t al-
lowed to.  What follows is an interesting story of some tragic times, which began in 
Cynthiana at the county court clerk’s office in the spring of 1904. 
     Often in early 20th century records one will see the notation “Do Not Publish,” a 
notation left in the record books for the local press to see, as they come in for their 

(Continued on page 3) 

this 1982 quarter.  We 

can tell you where it 

started out twenty-five 

years ago, and perhaps 

surmise at how its earli-

est days were been 

spent.  The value of a 

quarter in 1982 is half of 

what a new one is worth 

today, but all members hope that its 

society’s value has multiplied by many 

times the hours of man- and woman-

power expended in efforts to document 

and preserve the history of Harrison 

County. 

     Members have expressed an im-

portant voice when it comes to preserv-

ing a list of historic homes and other 

sites in the county, most recently in-

(Continued on page 3) 
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Harrison County Historical 

Society 
Bob Owen, President 

Billy Fowler, Vice President 

Janie Whitehead, Secretary 
Dorothy Slade, Treasurer 

Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum 
112 S. Walnut St., Cynthiana, Ky. 41031  

Hrs: 10-5 Fri-Sat 

Martha Barnes, President 

Program January 18: A “Show and Tell” pro-

gram was presented and members brought 

interesting objects for others to view. Bob 

Poindexter displayed an original slave sale 

receipt signed by Henry Clay. Bill Penn 

brought his great grandfather (from Rutland) 

William C. Hanna’s cap-and-ball rifle. Har-

old Slade showed several hand-carved wood-

en pieces he created while in the army, in-

cluding chain links and one with two balls 

inside a carved box, all carved from solid 

pieces of wood. Bob Owen brought the 

drawing that my grandfather, S.P. Owen, Jr. 

did of the 1941 Cynthiana tobacco market, 

titled "Familiar Figures and Remarks on the 

Cynthiana Tobacco Market. Season 1940-

41." Wesley Newkirk brought a very old 

shoe that was found behind a wall in his resi-

dence, The Oaks, built in 1812. He said a 

shoe, apparently placed there for good luck 

by the builders, has been found in other old 

homes, as noted in a magazine article passed 

around. Randall Boyer and others also 

brought items.  

Slaughtering Hogs—An Old Farm Tradition 
In last month's HHN museum column, I wrote of the warm Decem-
ber-January weather we experienced here in Harrison Coun-
ty.  One day at the museum, the conversation during that balmy 
time led to the weather situation related to hog killing.  Those who 
knew all about it remarked that the higher temperatures would have 
been a problem. Undertaking the hog killing process required much 
cooler temperatures. 
 The August 2004 issue (Volume 5, No. 8) of HHN con-
tained a piece entitled "Hog Days" which was written by the late 
George Slade, our dear friend and historian.  George's dissertation 
on hog killing provides an interesting and informative explanation of 
the process. 
 The Foxfire Book (the first in the series of 12) contains 
chapters entitled  "Slaughtering Hogs," " Curing and Smoking Hog," 
and "Recipes for Hog." Do you know the Foxfire Books?  A set 
would be a fantastic contribution to the museum and its library. 
 Perhaps a somewhat pampered child, I recall hog killing 
days as special  gatherings of family and tenderloin for lunch at 
Grandmother and Papa's.  My sisters and I stayed inside - shel-
tered from the sight of actual hog slaughtering, the blood and guts, 
and all the work involved.  All that my sisters and I truly experi-
enced was the surety that the smokehouse was filled. 
 Our Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum has a number of 
items related to hog days.  They bring back memories to many of 
us.  Harold Slade's life-size silhouettes of a grandmother and a 
small boy beside a large cast iron lard kettle provide a hog day in-
troduction to the museum visitor. A model by Neville Haley shows 
some of the outdoor processes of hog killing. 
 A farmer raising 
hogs often used a hog ringer 
to keep those creatures 
from rooting- but we also have 
displayed a hog de-snouter 
used to cut off the tip of the 
snout to pre- vent the hog from 
rooting. Ouch!  Other mu-
seum items are gambrel 
sticks (used to hang up hogs 
after killing), a hog scraper, a 
meat saw, various sizes of 
cast iron kettles, lard pad-
dles, a lard press, a sausage 
mill, and a sausage press or 
stuffer.  Bags for the sausage sometimes were made of feed 
sacks.  Do you remember when feed sacks were made of patterned 
material which was used for dresses, curtains, tablecloths, etc. 
etc.? 
 Description of all this paraphernalia makes one appreciate 
store-bought pork (although the taste may not be as good) - just 
another reason to visit the museum - to make us appreciate the 
way we were and the way we are. 

Harrison History Calendar 
February 15: HCHS Meeting: Bob Owen 

will discuss the Kentucky Military Institute 

February 17—NKU History Day—

Highland Heights—9-1 pm—HCHS will 

have table. Visitors may choose from many 

workshops on Northern Kentucky history 

and genealogy. Most speakers are college 

professors, historical site directors, or 

scholars in their field. Northern KY Univ. 

Antebellum smoke house at The 

Oaks on Oddville Pike. Inside were 

two hollowed-out salt logs used to 

cure meats.  Photo, B. Penn, 1987. 

Our Own Web Site 
Be sure and visit the Harrison County 

Historical Society’s Web page—see top 

of page 1— to see the new articles and 

illustrations. Philip Naff, the Web page 

manager, has made numerous changes 

and additions featuring Harrison County. 
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cluding the centuries-old Handy Farm as well as 

Camp Frazer, a Civil War Union encampment just 

north of Cynthiana.  The society’s award-winning 

newsletter, first published in 2000, has helped to 

document the history of the county through the writ-

ings and voices of those who grew up in Harrison 

County, such as George Slade, Harold Slade, Bill 

Penn, Martha Barnes, Billy Fowler, and many oth-

ers. 
     When the society was founded, the museum was 

still a far-off dream, but many historical society 

members work as part of the staff and crew of the 

museum to help preserve the little pieces of history 

which help to teach the youngsters of today that 

there was life long before Nintendo and X-Box 

came along!    Events such as the annual Raggedy 

Ann Festival (April) and Grist Mill Day (May) at 

the museum are now annual popular attractions for 

young and old alike. 

     Twenty-five years ago, after the hyper inflation 

of the 1970s and early 1980s, one might have legiti-

mately wondered if the quarter would have had any 

use or value in 2007.  Today the economy is sound 

but with the daily technological advances of one 

wonders what a future writer for this newsletter 

might use as a token or symbol for half a century of 

existence in 2032.  Will coins even still exist?  None 

of us knows for sure, but most of use would proba-

bly bet more than a quarter that the Harrison County 

Historical Society will still be around, and the ef-

forts of its members today will be treasured more 

(25th Anniversary—Continued from page 1) 

weekly visit to see what kind of matrimonial news 
might be breaking and which might be suitable for 
publication.  The reasons may be various and legiti-
mate for making such a request, until one sees the 
notation “For God’s Sake, Do Not Publish.”  What is 
the story here, one wonders?  If the journalist com-
plied, then only family histories and faded memories 
may be the only sources for what was going on here.  
Occasionally, one comes across the marriage bond 
and license which has been crossed through, with the 
notation that the license was “returned, not executed.”  
On one such record a notation was found which said 
that the groom, after obtaining the license, got 
"gloriously" drunk and the bride, being a sensible lady, 
declined to go ahead with the marriage!  Then on oth-
er pages there are complete entries which have 
crossed through, simply because the clerk made a mis-
take and wanted to start over on a new page. 
     At first glance the marriage document recorded on 
pages 536-7 of Marriage Bonds, 1904-1906 appears to 
be one of these latter documents, with two large X’s 
which span each page, and “Error” was written just 
above the groom’s name.  The pages documented that 
Henry Jenkins, a 36-year-old-farmer and Harrison 
County native, was to marry Miss Elizabeth Wilson, 
age 22, on April 29, 1904 in Cynthiana.  It was to be 
his second and her first marriage.  What is the story 
here one wonders, is it perhaps another mistake by 
the clerk?  Maybe so, but in a way you might not ex-
pect . . . 
     Before the Civil War, slave marriages were unrec-
ognized by law, but free African Americans could get 
legally married, and there are several dozen of such 
records on file in the court clerk’s vault.  After the 
war, African Americans were finally allowed to marry, 
and many who had considered themselves already 
married made special appearances before the court to 
have themselves “legitimized.”  Sadly, while there ap-
pears to have been no records segregation before the 
Civil War, afterwards the records of African Ameri-
cans were kept in separate record books, a practice 
which lasted until the early part of 1942, just after 
Pearl Harbor.  But one set of laws lingered for a very 
long time after the Civil War, the laws of Jim Crow 
era which prohibited people of different races from 
marrying each other. 
     A week after Henry Jenkins was to marry, The Log 
Cabin of May 7, 1904 reported that “the marriage of a 
white woman and a man with negro blood in his veins has at-
tracted considerable attention the past week, the marriage being 
in violation of the law. 

(Trials of Marriage—Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

Scene from the Past—The Graveyard, or Old Ceme-

tery, on North Main Street in a photo taken February 

1959, before restoration. A history of the Graveyard 

by George Slade is on file at the Cynthiana-Harrison 

County Museum. It documents the early deeds, Harri-

son Academy location, and original layout and lots 

ownership. Photo, Bill Penn. 
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     “Friday of last week Henry 
Jenkins, aged 36 years, appeared 
in the county clerks office with 
Mrs. Mary Wilson and her 
daughter, Lizzie, aged 22 years, 
and applied for license to marry 
the girl.  The mother consented to 
the issue of the license, and 
signed the bond.  Deputy clerk 
Wes Whiteker issued the license, 
as he supposed all the parties 
were all white.  He had gone to 
get Judge Lail to perform the 
ceremony when he was informed 
that Jenkins had African blood 
in his veins.  Returning he ques-
tioned the parties and then said he could not 
allow the license to go out, and canceled the 
bond.  Jenkins asked for his money and it was 
returned to him, but in the confusion the li-
cense, which had been issued, was lost sight of. 
 “The Wilson women are white.  
Jenkins’ father was a white man and it is said 
his mother was a mulatto.  He has the appear-
ance of a white man.  Jenkins has been previ-
ously married, his first wife having been a 
white woman. 
 “County Attorney Webster warned 
the parties that their marriage would be in 
violation of the law, but they were married by 
Rev. Creech, who unwittingly performed the 
ceremony at Oddville.” 
     An interesting story, but was this 
story the end of the tale?  Did they live 
“happily-ever-after?”  I wondered, and 
so I did a little research using the re-
sources of the Cynthiana-Harrison 
County Public Library’s Kentucky 
Room.  In examining the 1910 and 
1920 U.S. Censuses, both of which rec-
ord marriage statistics, I discovered, 
that the 1910 record shows the Jenkins, 
Henry (1869 - 1941) and Lizzie (ca. 
1880-3 – 1928), living as man and wife, 
both having been married for six years.  
Henry was a farmer, and Sallie Ann 
Jenkins, Henry’s mother, and Clarence 
Wilson, the 10-year-old son of Lizzie 
Jenkins, were also a part of the house-
hold.  The 1920 U.S. Census again con-

(Trials of Marriage—Continued from 
page 3) 

firms that Henry and Lizzie were 
a married couple, living out on 
Duckworth Road in the 
Claysville Precinct.  In 1910 
Henry was identified as a 
“mulatto” or of mixed-race, but 
in the later 1920 and 1930 U.S. 
Censuses, he was noted as white.  
(Perhaps the controversy was 
known to the census taker of 
1910.  Henry’s is an interesting 
example of how one cannot nec-
essarily rely upon the census tak-
er’s notations regarding race as 
to how a person might have ap-
peared:  In 1880 Henry was iden-
tified as “white,” then in 1900 as 
“black.” 
 Well, that seemed to 
settle the matter.  They had beat-
en the system built against them, 
and their marriage had withstood 
the challenges presented back on 
April 29, 1904.  They had been 
married after all, although per-
haps not “legally” under the laws 
of the time as their certificate in 
the marriage bond book re-
mained a blank. 
 I wondered if the con-
troversy had survived their 
deaths, and so took a look at 
their obituaries.  Lizzie Jenkins 
died on June 19, 1928 after a 

year’s illness of uterine 
cancer at their home 
on the Licking near 
Sylvan Dell.  Henry 
passed away just over 
a dozen years later on 
January 16, 1941.  He 
had lived alone since 
the death of his wife, 
and neighbors had 
been caring for him 
during his final days.  
Their obituaries and 
death certificates indi-
cated they were both 
buried in Barlow 
Methodist Church 
Cemetery, however, 

their graves cannot be located 
today, as no markers, if ever 
placed, have been located in the 
years since. 
 It was in double-checking 
the Whaley Funeral Home records 
for more information about Hen-
ry that a surprise came, in the 
form of a letter to R.B. Whaley 
from Attorney Hanson Peterson 
dated January 5, 1927, which was 
a part of Henry’s funeral records 
file: 
 “. . . In response to your re-
quest for information, I give you the 
following. 
 “Quite a # of years ago, I 
would say at least 20, Henry Jenkins, 
the son of Sally Ann Jenkins, married a 
white woman in Harrison County, Ky.  
After they had been married sometime 
someone indicted them for living together 
without having been married; the conten-
tion being that he was a negro, and she 
a white woman, and under the law the 
marriage was illegal.  I defended Henry 
Jenkins and wife in this action and they 
were found not guilty.  The substance of 
the verdict would be that they were 
white, and therefore, legally married. 
 “I might add that from the old 
people to whom I talked about this mat-
ter previous to the trial, informed me 

(Continued on page 5) 

Henry and Lizzie Jenkins were buried in Barlow Methodist 

Church Cemetery, (above) however no tombstone for them has 

been found. Photo, Philip Naff. 

4 



that Henry Jenkins’ grandmother, or the mother 
of Sally Jenkins, came to this county immediately 
after the war from somewhere in Bourbon or 
Fayette County, and that her people purchased a 
considerable tract of land on the Licking River, 
and put this woman on the property; that after 
moving here she had 2 or 3 children and it was 
always the contention of people that two of the 
children, including this Sally Ann Jenkins, were 
mulatto; the mother was a white woman and she 
was unmarried. 
 “At all times there has been talk and 
suspicion in this community that 2 of the children 
had colored-blood in them; but in as much as the 
mother was a white woman and the children have 
all intermarried with white children, it has all 
passed away in talk with the exception as I said, 
of the indictment against Henry Jenkins the son 
of Sally Ann Jenkins which was decided in his 
favor.  In my judgment there is no proof of the 
fact that this woman has any colored blood in 
her.  She has always claimed to be white; they 
have intermarried with white people; and I can 
see no reason why they should be tried after death 
for the crime, if it be a crime, of being a colored 
person.” 
 While included in the Whaley 
Funeral Home record of Henry Jenkins, 
the inquiry appears to have been made 
relative to the death of Henry’s mother, 
Sally Ann Jenkins, who had passed away 
on November 17, 1926 at nearly one 
hundred years of age (It appears an issue 
arose over the family heritage of the Jen-
kins family; perhaps this is why neither 
Henry nor Lizzie’s graves are marked in 
Barlow Methodist Church Cemetery). 
 While more research needs to be 
done on the Jenkins family story, I 
thought this an interesting story to pre-
sent “as-is” for Black History Month.  
The local story of the Jenkins marriage 
was a controversial one of its time, but it 
appears to have been long forgotten, with 
only rumors still lingering at the time of 
Henry Jenkins’ mother’s death.  It is an 
example of the effects of Kentucky’s Jim 
Crow laws, which impacted generations 
of African Americans right up to the 

(Trials of Marriage—Continued from page 4) 

1960s and the Civil Rights Era.  Henry Jenkins was black enough to 
be brought before the courts, but white enough to escape a guilty 
verdict, but many, many other African Americans were not able to 
escape Jim Crow. 
 

(Above) Marriage document of Henry Jenkins and Lizzie Wilson 

marked through with an X twice. Pages 536-7 of Harrison County 

Marriage Bonds, 1904-1906.  
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Anderson 

Ashbrook 

Ashcraft 

Bailey 

Baird 

Baker 

Banks 

Barnett 

Barritt 

Baskett 

Beagle 

Beckett 

Bedford 

Benson 

Biggs 

Blackerby 

Blair 

Boas 

Boggess 

Bonar 

Botts 

Bourbon 

Boyd 

Brannock 

Brock 

Brooks 

Brown 

Browning 

Buckner 

Burton 

Buzzard 

Cain 

Caplinger 

Casey 

Cassidy 

Chambers 

Cheatham 

Clark 

Clarke 

Clary 

Clough 

Clough & Whalen 

Cole 

Coleman 

Collier 

Colvin 

Conner 

Conrad 

Cook 

Coon 

Courtney 

Craig 

Crawford/Crofford 

Creason 

Crosthwaite 

Croxton 

Current 

Curtis 

Daniel 

Daubenspeck 

David 

Davis 

Dawson 

Desha 

Doan 

Doane 

Duncan 

Dunn 

Durbin 

Edwards 

Egnew 

Eichhorn 

Endicott 

Epperson 

Evans 

Ewalt 

Eward 

Faulconer 

Feeback 

Feix 

Fields 

Fightmaster 

Fitzwater 

Florence 

Flynn 

Forsythe 

Fryman 

Furnish 

Garnett 

Garrard 

Gemmel 

Ggrig 

Goodnight 

Gross 

Gruelle 

Hamilton 

Hannon 

Harden 

Harney 

Harrington 

Hart 

Hatcher 

Hausberger 

Haviland 

Hayes, James 

Hedden 

Hedgers 

Henderson 

Hendrichs 

Henry 

Henson 

Higgins 

Himes 

Hiten 

Hofman 

Hogg 

Holland (See also 

Prows et al.) 

Huerkamp 

Huffman 

Hutton 

Ingles 

Inscoe/Insko 

Insko 

Ireland 

Jackson 

Jett 

Johnson 

Johnston 

Jones 

Jones 

Jordan 

Juett 

Karrick 

Kearns 

Kelsch 

Kimbrough 

King 

Lafferty 

Lair 

Lanter 

Larimore 

Laughlin 

Lebus 

Lee 

Lemmon 

Lenox 

Lewis 

Linehan 

Linville 

Livingood 

 

Harrison County, Ky., Genealogy Files: Family Files of the Christine Burgan 

Kentucky Room at the Cynthiana-Harrison County Public Library 
 

The library maintains eight drawers of file cabinets of files specifically dedicated to family surnames 

of the county, and includes files on nearly 300 surnames and family associations.  The following text 

updates a list which was published six years ago in this newsletter.  The files contain many notes and 

genealogies which have been compiled by genealogists locally and from afar who have connections to 

Harrison County families.  While the drawers may not contain the family name of your research sub-

ject, keep in mind that any genealogy contains many surnames of those who married into a family and 

if you recognize the surnames of one of these collateral branches, you may be able to find material on 

the families you are researching in the genealogies of others.  The library does not accept research or 

photocopy requests, and so a personal visit may be required to access the files. [Philip Naff] 
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Harrison County Genealogy Queries 
From: Melissa Jurgensen <melissa@melissajurgensen.com> 
Subject: Community/Post Office Questions 
Would there be any member of the Historical Society  that I could contact about old photos of the com-
munities and/or post offices that once were at Colville and Shadynook? I have a passing interest in 
those communities and have been searching for old photos, but have never had any luck. 
 Thank you for your assistance and I look forward to meeting you in the future. 

Lowe (See also 

Prows et al.) 

Lowry 

Lowther 

Lucas 

Luig & Niehoff 

Madison 

Maffett 

Mahoney 

Mahuron 

Makemsome 

Malcolm 

Marsh 

Marshall 

Martin 

Mastin 

Maybrier 

McCauley 

McClenachan 

McClintock 

McClure 

McDanell 

McDowell 

McFarland 

McKee 

McKinley 

McShane 

Menefee 

Midden 

Miller 

Million 

Minter 

Mitchell 

Mobley 

Moore 

Moran 

Moreland 

Mountjoy 

Mullen 

Muntz 

Musselman 

Myers 

Nelson 

Nesbitt 

Newby 

Oder 

Palmer 

Parish 

Patterson 

Patton 

Pavey 

Petty & Romans 

Phillips 

Pierce 

Poindexter 

Pope 

Powell 

Prows 

Prows, Holland, Lowe, 

Stevens, & Turner 

Pugh 

Rankin 

Rawlings 

Renaker 

Richarden 

Richardson 

Richie 

Robb 

Roberts 

Rogers 

Rohs 

Roland 

Romans (See also Petty) 

Rose 

Routt 

Ruddell 

Ruddle 

Sands 

Schaublin & Thommen 

Scheiffle 

Scott 

Sellers 

Shawhan 

Shively 

Short 

Shropshire 

Simpson 

Skinner 

Slade 

Smith 

Snell 

Snodgrass 

Speagle 

Spears 

Spradlin 

Stevens (See also Prows et 

al.) 

Stites 

Stout 

Summit 

Swinford 

Talbert 

Tate 

Taylor 

Terry 

Thomas 

Thommen (See 

Schaublin) 

Toadvine 

Townsend 

Turley 

Turner (See also 

Prows et al.) 

Van Hook 

Vardaman 

Waggoner 

Waits 

Walker 

Walton 

Walton 

Ward 

Webbers 

Webster 

Whalen (See also 

Clough) 

Whaley 

Whitaker 

White 

Whiteker 

Williams 

Withers 

Wohlwinder 

Workman 

Worle 

Wyther 

Yager 

Surnames in Family Files at Library—Continued from page 6. 
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Publications of the 
 

Harrison Co., Ky. Historical Society 
 

The Harrison County Historical Society, in partnership with the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, offers a nice 
selection of local histories and reprints, a list of which appears below: 

 
Chronicles of Cynthiana 
by Lucinda Boyd.  This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the famous account of 
David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events connect-
ed with Cynthiana and Harrison County.  262 pp.  Hardbound.   $20.00 
 
June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint 
This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of prominent men and women; many pho-
tographs of buildings, articles on city/county government; church and school information is also included.  24 pp.  
12”x18” Paperback.         $5.00 
 
Cynthiana Since 1790 
by Virgil Peddicord (1986).  Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the owners/businesses located on each lot from the 
founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923.  171 pp. (Not indexed; 
see separate index which follows).  Paperback.      $20.00  
 
Index - Cynthiana Since 1790  
by William A. Penn.  Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his book.  This supplemental index 
contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map.  30 pp.  Paperback.  $3.00. 
 
Writings of Colonel William M. Moore 
compiled by Andrew B. “Andy” Peak (2002).  Includes 1921-1922 articles he wrote for the Cynthiana Democrat 
about his life. W.M. Moore  (1837-1927) was born in Harrison Co., but his family soon moved to Lewis Co., Mo.; in 
1849 he moved back to Harrison Co., and he wrote much about life in Cynthiana in the early 1850s; he joined the 
CSA army in 1861 and fought in battles at Lexington, Mo., Pea Ridge, Ark., and Shiloh, Tenn.  The book includes 
several family obituaries and two letters that contain Moore genealogy.  71 pp. (10 family photographs; index.).  
Paperback.  Limited supply.     $10.00 
 
This Old House 
by Katherine Wilson. Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison Co. houses and the 
families who have occupied them.  Much material on Harrison Co. history.  Exterior and interior b & w photos of 
each house.  Originally printed 1956-1957.  70 pp. (Includes new index).  Paperback. (An index is available for ear-
lier editions, which had no index).       $15.00 
 
Cromwell’s Comments 
by John M. Cromwell (1862-1951) is a reprint of Cromwell’s 1928-1941 Cynthiana Democrat columns on the his-
tory of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., Ky.).  A fine writer and historian, Mr. Cromwell covered many topics, including 
fairs, horses, fires, churches, businesses, cemeteries, government, Civil War, social events, and the Licking River.  
Sometimes he quoted old county histories, updated the information, and then added his personal reminiscences 
of interesting personalities from his career as banker and mayor.  William A. Penn and George D. Slade, edi-
tors.200 pp. (Preface; 2 maps; 21 photos; 4 illus.; annotated; index).  Paperback (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002).
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Also available from another source: Railroads in Harrison County, Kentucky, by George D. Slade. 82 pages, 

softcover. Contains history of the building of the Kentucky Central Rail Road, the L & N period, along with many 

photographs and maps. $18 including postage from Historic Midway Museum Store, PO 4592, Midway, KY 

40347, phone 859-846-4214.  



Publications of the 
 

Harrison Co., Ky. Historical Society 
 
Still undecided after reading the descriptions!?!  All of the indexes for the books indi-
cated in blue (underlined) text) are accessible online at our website.  Take a peak at 
these indexes at 
 

www.harrisoncountyky.us/historical-society 
 

Images of the books and excerpts are also available at the website. 
 

ORDER FORM 
 

 Price       # Subtotal 
Chronicles of Cynthiana .............................................................................. $20.00 x _____ = $_____.__ 
 

June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint ....................................................... $5.00 x _____ = $_____.__ 
 

Cynthiana Since 1790. ................................................................................ $20.00 x _____ = $_____.__ 
 

Index - Cynthiana Since 1790 ....................................................................... $3.00 x _____ = $_____.__ 
 

Writings of Colonel William M. Moore ...................................................... $10.00 x _____ = $_____.__ 
 

This Old House ............................................................................................ $15.00 x _____ = $_____.__ 
 

Cromwell’s Comments ................................................................................ $10.00 x _____ = $_____.__ 
 

 ...............................................................................................................................  Shpg. =    $_____.__ 
 ...............................................................................................................................  Total =     $_____.__ 
 
 

Shipping & handling for above books:  Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for the first item 
(unless otherwise noted above), $2.50 for each additional item.  You will be notified if any special shipping fees 
apply.  Shipping is free for Index - Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. 
 

Make checks or money orders payable to Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum.  No credit cards.  Prices & ship-
ping fees subject to change. 
 
 
 

Yes, I would like to read more about the history of Harrison County!  Please send me the books I have 
indicated above.  Enclosed is a check/money order for $_____.__. 
 
 

Name:             

Address:            

City, State, & ZIP           

Phone:     E-mail Address:       

Please mail your order to 
Harrison County Historical Society, P.O. Box 411, Cynthiana, KY 41031 
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http://www.harrisoncountyky.us/historical-society


 

Join Today or Renew Your Membership in the 

Harrison County Historical Society 
Established in 1982 and Celebrating 25 Years of Service in 2007! 

 
 

Membership includes an informative monthly newsletter with original articles focusing on the people, places and 
historic events of Harrison County's past, along with reports of the monthly meetings of the historical society, as 
well as news of exhibits & events at the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum.  And, of course, membership in-
cludes an open invitation to attend all of the society's meetings & events in Cynthiana.  
 

 
 
 

Visit the historical society online at 
www.harrisoncountyky.us/historical-society 

www.harrisoncountyky.us/harrison-heritage-news 
 
 

Yes, I would like to become a member of the Harrison County Historical Society in 2007! 
 
 

Name:             

Street Address:       Apt. No.    

City, State, & ZIP:           

E-mail Address:            

Genealogy (Surname) or Local History Interests  (Optional)     

            

             

Are you a new member?  Please check here ____.  Is this a renewal?  Please check here ____. 

Personal checks & money orders accepted.  Please return this form to the 

Harrison County (Ky.) Historical Society, P.O. Box 411, Cynthiana, KY  41031 

Dues are only $12 per year 
     (January thru December). 
  
  
If you have any questions you can write to: 
  
The Harrison County Historical Society 
P.O. Box 411 
Cynthiana, KY 41031 
  
  
or e-mail: 
  
Bob Owen (robert_owen@bellsouth.net) 
President, Harrison County Historical Society 
  
Bill Penn (pennwma@aol.com) 
Editor, Harrison Heritage News 

Why should you become a member?  Some members 
have just recently become residents of the county, 
while others have family ties that go back to the coun-
ty's establishment.  Many others join from afar (Three 
of every seven members reside outside of the county), 
having discovered that Harrison County was once 
home to their ancestors, aunts, uncles, or cousins, and 
would like to learn more about the home places and 
current historical or genealogical research.  Libraries 
and other historical societies are members, too, help-
ing to preserve and to pass on the word of the "goings 
on" of the Harrison County Historical Society.  So 
Please Join by Sending In This Form Today! 
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