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As your new president, I would like 

to tell you a little about myself and 

what I hope to accomplish during 

my tenure.  I was born and raised in 

Cynthiana until my family moved 

from Cynthiana in 1954. I attended 

Kentucky Military Institute in 

Louisville for two years and later 

graduated from the University of 

Kentucky. After UK, I served three 

years in the Air Force and then 

returned to Cynthiana where I 

worked for two years. I was 

recalled to the Air Force in 1966 

and went on to serve another 26 

years. After retiring, I worked for 

two companies in the Washington, 

DC area. In 2004, my wife, Nancy, 

and I moved back to Cynthiana to 

enjoy a quiet retirement. We both 

want to contribute to community 

affairs and preservation. 

 While still living in the 

Washington, DC area, I was an 

avid reader of the Harrison 

Heritage News. On several of our 

trips to Cynthiana, I visited the 

museum. I was impressed with the 

work George and Harold Slade, 

Bill Penn, and others had 

accomplished in preserving the 

history of Cynthiana and Harrison 

County. When we decided to move 

back to Cynthiana, I knew I wanted 

to become part of this effort. I 

learned long ago that when 

something of historical value is 

lost, it is gone forever. I wanted to 

(continued on page 4)       

 

Privies 
George D. Slade 

holer privy out back. Most houses in 

Belmont still had privies. Even though 

business houses in downtown had running 

water many privies remained at the rear of 

the buildings. About 1935 “Red” 

McCauley and I moved the privy from the 

rear of Harrison Billiard Parlor on Pike 

Street to Hoskle Goldberg’s camp at 

Boonesborough. One of the privies at the 

Upper Curry Church was moved to the 

Lower Curry Cemetery. The last time that I 

saw it squirrels had enlarged the hole by 

gnawing away the wood for salt that was in 

(Continued on page 4) 

Privies, also known as “outhouse,” 

“throne,” “palace,” comfort station,” 

“castle,” “post office,” “johnny,” 

“white house” and numerous other 

names, have been around since pre-

historic times. Archeologists are 

digging old privies to learn about the 

diets and habits of earlier 

generations. Collectors are digging 

privies of the past centuries searching 

for bottles, jars, pottery and other 

items. Roy Baker dug an old privy 

site in our back yard but found 

nothing of value.  

 Perhaps I should attempt to 

describe a privy for those who have 

never used or even seen one. These 

were the toilets in days before 

running water and sewer systems. 

Webster’s Dictionary gives this brief 

definition; privy- “a small building 

having a bench with holes through 

which the user may defecate or 

urinate.” 

 Privies come in a variety of 

architectural styles, “one-holer,” “two

-holer,” “three-holer” and more. 

Some had a small hole for children’s 

use. Large county schools usually 

had two privies, one for males, one 

for females. These usually had six to 

eight holes each. The home at Upper 

Curry, where my wife, Helen was 

born, had a three-holer. The church 

next door had two one-holers.  

 There were still many privies 

in Cynthiana when our family moved 

to town in 1924. Our house, on West 

Pleasant Street, did not have running 

water. There was a cistern and a two-

From the President 
Bob Owen 

President, Harrison County  

Historical Society 

(Above) This outhouse was located at the 

Elbert Harris homeplace near Upper Curry 

Church, Harrison County, Ky. Photo, 

George D. Slade, 1994. 
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April 21st Meeting Featured Museum Show 

Video on Courthouse Clock Tower. 

Members and guests were entertained at the last 

Harrison County Historical Society Meeting with 

an informative video about the courthouse clock 

tower, something seen everyday from the street but 

rarely visited in person. George and Harold Slade 

conducted the Museum Show video tour, assisted 

by then-Judge-Executive Swinford. The access to 

the clock starts in a jury room on the northeast 

corner of the second floor, where a steep stairway 

leads to a cramped room just below the clock. A 

few more steps lead to the actual tower, a small 

space where the four faces of the clock can be seen, 

along with a surprisingly small electric motor that 

operates the clockworks. Graffiti on the walls give 

names, dates and even the weather. This video and 

many others concerning Cynthiana’s history may 

be viewed at the Cynthiana-Harrison County 

Museum. 

 In the business session Bob Owen, recently 

elected president, introduced himself and led the 

discussion of various Society old and new business 

topics including the ongoing project of interviewing 

veterans. Ruby Penn offered to donate 

miscellaneous W.W. II period Democrats to the 

Museum. The Griffith Tavern restoration project 

will be the subject of the next meeting (see below). 

Harrison County Historical 

Society 
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Billy Fowler, Vice President 

Janie Whitehead, Secretary 
Dorothy Slade, Treasurer 

Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum 
 

112 S. Walnut St., Cynthiana, Ky. 41031 Hrs: 10-5 Fri-Sat 

 

Martha Barnes, President 

Raggedy Ann Festival a Success 

The sun shone brightly on the Raggedy Ann Festival. What a 

gorgeous day to celebrate Raggedy Ann and Andy, to 

celebrate children, to celebrate community, to celebrate 

history! Two people confessed that they did not know the 

answers to my questions in the April Harrison Heritage News.  

 The father of Johnny Gruelle- the master creator of 

Raggedy Ann and Andy and their stories - was born in 

Cynthiana. His granddaughter, Joni Gruelle Wannamaker, 

carries on the wonderful tradition. Several years ago, a visit to 

Cynthiana, her stay at the Seldon Renaker Inn (thanks 

Juanita), and her visit to the museum (thanks Harold and all) 

convinced Joni that indeed Cynthiana was a special place and 

a part of her heritage - in fact, the cradle of Raggedy Ann.   

 Plan now to support next year's festival and help to 

preserve this part of our claim to fame. Joni graciously 

presented some of her artwork and dolls to the museum so that 

we might develop our Raggedy Ann and Andy display. Classic 

picture in the Democrat, Harold!  

 

 

Grist Mill Day May 28th 

Be certain to join the Kellys' and all of us on the eighth annual 

Museum Grist Mill Day. The Kellys graciously plan, sponsor, 

and orchestrate this event to raise funds for the museum. They 

provide entertainment, eats, and educational displays. Plan to 

attend, enjoy the festivities and fellowship, thank the Kellys, 

and make a donation to our community's museum. The date is 

Saturday, May 28 - 10:00 A.M. - 5 P.M.  

 Visit the Museum annex to see the progress of our 

model Cynthiana. It continues to grow and grow. The model 

and the corresponding photographs should convince all of us 

that we need to give preservation high priority.  

 Our community is more than two hundred years old.  

"Preserving the past to reach the future." 

Griffith Tavern Restoration 

Next Meeting: May 19, 2005: 
The membership and visitors will be treated to a 

presentation by UK professor Dr. Phillip H. 

Crowley, Department of Biology and Center for 

Ecology, Evolution & Behavior, who has been 

representing UK before the Harrison County 

Fiscal Court concerning the proposal to hand 

over the Griffith Tavern to the county after a 

complete restoration. Come and learn the inside 

information on this historic preservation project 

and its impact on Harrison County’s tourism. 

Meeting time, 7 p.m. in the public library 
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Harrison County’s Lost Buildings 

 

Cynthiana Covered Bridge - This historic bridge was built in 1837 by 

Greenup Remington, contractor, and was slightly west of the 

replacement John Hunt Morgan Bridge. Cynthiana’s 1862 and 1864 

Civil War battles centered on capturing this strategically important 

bridge. At the time the 275’ long bridge was demolished, about 1948, it 

was on a list of endangered state historic sites. A recent Battle of 

Cynthiana Preservation and Protection Plan draft has made an intriguing 

suggestion: rebuild the bridge using “wire frame” technology, which is 

basically a steel sculpture of the outline of the original structure to show 

its former location and scale. Photo, looking west, ca. 1900, from 

collection of William A. Penn.  

Each year, communities around the 

country celebrate the nation's 

heritage through Preservation 

Month events. The Handy House 

Committee is celebrating May 

Preservation Month by publicizing 

awareness of the benefits of 

preservation for both the 

community and for tourism. Each 

week they will have a historic 

building photo in the Democrat 

with hints and ask folks to identify 

the house and location. They are 

taking coloring sheets (Handy 

house) to the schools for kids which 

will be on display downtown on 

May 28 (Museum Grist Mill Day) 

Also, old historic photos of lost 

buildings will be exhibited in 

various places in town, including 

the public library, Cynthiana-

Harrison County Museum, and 

storefront windows downtown.  

Preservation Month  

Activities announced by 

Grist Mill Day 2005 May 28th 

The Kelly family once again are graciously planning and working to prepare for our eighth annual Grist Mill 

Day. Mark May 28 on your calendars and plan to attend. How we appreciate the Kellys and their diligence and 

dedication to the museum and preservation! The event will take place on Walnut Street in front of the Cynthiana

-Harrison County Museum. There will be food, music, author signings, and of course, several grist mills in 

action. Corn meal will be handed out as available. This would be a good time to visit the Museum and the annex, 

and to examine the extensive collection of publications for sale, including George D. Slade’s new book, 

Railroads in Harrison County, Ky., now in limited supply. 

Harrison County, KY, on the Internet 
(e-mail editor other sites) 

- www.cynthianaky.com -  Harrison Heritage News back issues from vol. 1 no. 1 are archived under Community 

Life/Historical Society link. (Internet search engine www.google.com searches these back issues.)  Church 

photos, history and other information is on this site. HHN annual index in Dec or Jan issues. 

- www.battleofcynthiana.org -  Battle of Cynthiana Reenactment Information -  

- www.ramsha1780.org -  Hinkson and Ruddle Station Historical Society:   

- www.savehandyheritage.org - Promotes preservation of the Handy House; Brown/Frazer/Handy family 

ownership history; Civil War and Camp Frazer connections; early barn; slave quarters; photos of site. 

- www.harrisoncountyky.us - “a site...to use as an aid in the genealogical & historical research of Harrison 

County, Kentucky and its people.” There is much information on Harrison County history, local communities, 

postcard views, a valuable research checklist, and to be added are “families” and “data bases”. There are many 

links to other Web sites with Harrison County links. 
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From the President (continued from page1) 
Bob Owen 

contribute to preserving this area’s past. 

As president, I hope to accomplish several things.  

 I would like to increase the membership in the Society and 

the attendance at the meetings. The more people we can 

get actively involved the better chance we have of 

realizing the society’s goals.  

 I would like to organize a committee to evaluate ways the 

Society can identify and preserve the important history of 

the area. We need to focus our actions on those areas that 

will give us the best results. 

 I would like to encourage city and county residents to loan 

the society old photographs that show significant scenes of 

the area so that we can copy them and place the copies in 

the museum. One goal would be to create a digital 

database of these pictures. Often these valuable items are 

lost when old family members pass away and relatives 

clean out their homes.  

 I would like to see the Society add its support to 

significant preservation by individuals within the county 

and by others throughout Kentucky. 

 Lastly, I would like to inspire an atmosphere that creates 

great enthusiasm within the membership for preserving 

the history of Cynthiana and Harrison County.  

These are my ideas, but I would like to hear from the members 

of the Society as to what they want to give and receive 

through their membership in the Society. Please feel free to 

contact me at one of the meetings or via my email address, 

robert_owen@bellsouth.com 

Privies (Continued from page 1)  

George D. Slade 

the urine that missed the hole.  

 The oldest City-Council Minutes books 

contain many ordinances relating to privies. 

The Charter of The City of Cynthiana, dated 

1915 under “Ordinances,” Sec. 276, reads, 

“Privy Pits in the city shall be at least eight feet 

deep they shall be walled with stone, brick or 

wood and shall never be permitted to become 

so full within that the contents thereof shall be 

within three feet of the surface of the ground, 

without being filled up with lime or good earth 

or cleaned out and limed. Any person who shall 

erect or permit a privy to remain on premises 

over which he or she has control, in violation of 

the provisions of this section shall be fined $5 

for each day it shall be continued. (Lime was 

used to absorb the unpleasant odor. A bag of 

lime could be found inside most privies. It was 

sprinkled by hand through the holes at frequent 

intervals.) 

 At night or during inclement weather 

most folks did not make the trip to the comfort 

station. Chamber pots, also called “thunder 

pots,” “thundermugs” or “slop jars,” were 

usually kept under each bed or nearby and 

emptied into the privy the next morning. A 

great Halloween prank was to overturn privies. 

I recall that on one occasion that the privy was 

occupied when the pranksters upended it. The 

inside walls of many privies were adorned with 

poems, one-liners and other writings. 

 When I see a picture of Rodin’s 

sculpture, “The Thinker,” I am reminded of 

privies. In some places privies have become 

collector’s items. Check eBay if you would 

care to purchase a privy. In 2002 Kentucky 

ranked first in the number of privies still in use 

in the 48 contiguous United States. Maybe 

Alaska has more.  

 

(Left) A “three-holer” outhouse. The inside of the 

Elbert Harris homeplace privy near Upper Curry 

Church featured three holes. Photo, George D. 

Slade, 1995. 
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 Harrison County, Kentucky, Historical Publications  
available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 112 South Walnut Street, P.O. Box 411, 

Cynthiana, KY  41031 (859-234-7179); open Fridays and Saturdays 10 AM - 5 PM: 

 
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana.  This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the 

famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events 

connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County.  262 pp. Hardbound.  $20.00. 

- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint.  This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of 

prominent men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school information is included.  

24 pp. Paperback, 12”x18”.   $5.00 

- Cynthiana Since 1790.  Virgil Peddicord (1986).  Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the owners/businesses located on each lot 

from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923.  171 pp. (See separate index 

below).   Paperback.   $20.00  

- Index - Cynthiana Since 1790 (William A. Penn).  Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his book.  

This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map.  30 pp. Paperback.  $3.00   

-  Writings of Colonel William M. Moore,(1837-1927) compiled by Andrew B. “Andy” Peak (2002).  Includes 1921-1922 

articles he wrote for the Cynthiana Democrat about his life. He was born in Harrison Co., but his family soon moved to Lewis 

Co., Mo.; in 1849 he moved back to Harrison Co., and he wrote much about life in Cynthiana in the early 1850s; he joined the 

CSA army in 1861 and fought in battles at Lexington, Mo.; Pea Ridge, Arkansas; and Shiloh, Tenn. The book includes several 

family obituaries and two letters that contain Moore genealogy.  10 family photographs; index; paperback, 71 pp. $10.00/ $3.00 

shipping.  Limited supply. 

- This Old House by Katherine Wilson.  Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison Co. houses 

and the families who have occupied them.   Much material on Harrison Co. history.  Exterior and interior b & w photos of each 

house.  Originally printed 1956-1957. 70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00  (An index is available for earlier editions, which had 

no index). 

- Cromwell’s Comments, by John M. Cromwell (1862-1951) is a reprint of Cromwell’s 1928-1941 Cynthiana Democrat 

columns on the history of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., KY).  A fine writer and historian, Mr. Cromwell covered many topics, 

including fairs, horses, fires, churches, businesses, cemeteries, government, Civil War, social events, and the Licking River. 

Sometimes he quoted old county histories, updated the information, and then added his personal reminiscences of interesting 

personalities from his career as banker and mayor. William A. Penn and George D. Slade, editors.  Paperback; preface; 2 maps; 

21 photos; 4 illus.; annotated; index; 200 pp.  (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002),  $10 plus $3 shipping.   

 

Shipping/handling for above books:  Please include a handling and shipping fee of  $4.00 for first book (unless otherwise noted 

above), $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notified if special shipping fees apply.  No shipping fee on Index - Cynthiana 

Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks/money orders payable to “Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum.”  No credit 

cards.  Prices/fees subject to change. 

For Railfans and History Buffs: New Harrison County Railroad Book 
Railroads in Harrison County, Kentucky by George D. Slade. This book traces the building of the Covington & 

Lexington Railroad through the county; the barbecue celebrating the arrival of the tracks to Cynthiana; L&N’s 

development and the county depots and bridges; Southern Railroad in the county; the role of the county’s railroad in 

the Civil War, W.W. I and W.W.II.; “railroad people” Mr. Slade knew growing up in the 1920s and ‘30s; rail 

crossings safety issues; many illustrations including photos and floor plans of Harrison County depots; photos of 

bridges; historic photos of railroad scenes, section crews, excursion ads, and vintage maps. Published by the Harrison 

County Historical Society (Cynthiana, Kentucky, 2005). 82 pages, introduction, endnotes.  Paperback , $15 plus $3 

shipping.  

Chamber News: Battle of Cynthiana Preservation & Management Plan Underway  
On May 3, the Cynthiana-Harrison County Chamber of Commerce’s Tonya Coleman hosted a presentation by Gray 

& Pape, cultural resources consultants. The public meeting, attended by several Society members, discussed a draft of 

the plan for community input. The plan draft identifies priority battlefield resources, short and long-term threats, 

battlefield protection strategies, and management concepts/interpretation. One of the recommendations was to 

construct a Civil War visitor’s center on the site of the 1861 depot. Other priorities include protecting the general 

covered bridge site, Keller’s Bridge battlefield, and the greater Battle Grove Cemetery area. (See “Harrison County’s 

Lost Buildings” for another suggestion.) The draft of the plan is available for inspection at the Chamber office, 203 

West Pike Street. 

The Battle of Cynthiana Reenactment 2005 will take place August 19-21 at the Elk’s Farm on the Oddville 

Pike, hosted by the Kentucky Cavalry Brigade. Contact: Michael Brown, 234-5554, or browny@microtek.com. 


