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Steam Engines
George D. Slade
One of my fondest early
memories was grain threshing
day. It was kind of like ci~cus
day. The huge steam engine,
pulling a large threshing machine (or separator), had probably arrived on the scene .the
previous afternoon or eve~g.
The rear wheels of the engine
r: were about six feet in diameter
with iron rims, perhaps one
foot in width, bearing iron
cleats for traction. (These were
not permitted to travel on
paved roads.) The front wheels
were about three feet in diameter. Above and in front of one
of the rear wheels was a flywheel, powered by a steam
engine that would operate the
threshing machine.
The engine could be fueled with wood or coal but
usually with coal that was kept
in a bin at the side of the
operator. A large barrel-shaped
boiler comprised most of the
body of the machine. The firebox was at the rear end of the
boiler. Usually a roof helped
shield the operator from the
r> weather. A water wagon, that
also carried spare fuel, accompanied the steam engine.
A binding machine had
previously reaped the ripe

(Above) Claysville, Ky., Huber Steam Engine - This
steam engine used for threshing wheat was owned by
T. A. Clark of Claysville, Ky. Lawrence Clark, far
left; others unknown. Photo Cynthiana Democrat,
undated clipping, "photo courtesy of Eula C. Watson. "

grain and tied it into bun~es. People followed the binder gathering the bundles
placing them in a shock (pil.e) with .some
bundles placed on top to dram off ramwater. After all the grain in the neighborh~od
had been harvested, the steam e~gme
pulling the threshing machine moved m., A
site was selected and the threshing machine
"set up" a considerable distance in front ~f
the steam engine, A long flat belt, about SlX
inches wide, was twisted one half tum ~d
installed onto the flywheels of the engme
and threshing machine, With the heat from
the fuel being burned in the firebox steam
was generated to tum the. flywheel. of the
engine and on to the threshing machine.
Neighbors bring in their horse drawn
farm wagons, equipped with hay ~ames,
and start loading the shocks of gram. The

engine operator who already
has a fire going in the firebox
adds more fuel to build steam
pressure, When enough pressure has been established he
sounds the whistle indicating
that he is ready to thresh the
grain. A wagon load of the
bundles of grain moves to each
side of the separator. A person
atop each load, using a pitchfork, feeds the bundles into an
opening at the top of the separator, Another person on the
ground has attached bags to
each of two funnel shaped
pipes on the side. Grain begins
flowing into one of the bags.
When this bag is almost filled
the grain is diverted to the
other bag and the first bag
removed and tied shut.
In the meantime, the straw
is being blown into a pile at
one side of the threshing machine. This is called a "straw
stack." Some were quite large.
When the wagons are nearly
unloaded the engine operator
gives another pull on the whis. "
tie, signaling " more gr~m,
The straw was sometimes
baled and used as bedding for
livestock. The "straw stack" is
a story within itself.
(Continued on page 3)
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Harrison County Historical
Society

CNTHIANA-HARRISON

COUNTY MUSEUM

Jane Adams Whitehead

Martha Barnes

The Harrison County Historical Society met
May 20, 2004, at 7 pm at the CynthianaHarrison County Library. The program was
presented by Debbie Biddle and Thelma
Haley. They told about their experiences in
this hobby and brought examples of their
collections.
It was very interesting to hear
h
rtai ta
1 bl
h
w y ce ill ~ mps ~ere v~ ua e w. ereas
others remain r~latl:ely
me~penslve
to
collect.
The Historical
SOCIety thanks
Debbie and Thelma for their presentation.

Lazy, Hazy Days of Summer
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June 17, 2004
Jerry Jenkins on Woodworking and
American Indian Artifacts

Our seventh annual Grist Mill Day proved to be another successful
event for both the museum and the community. The weather was
fantastic. One visitor remarked that it was a day of good fellowship
and ~ood food. ~d~
it was! Th~
once again to ~e ~ntire Kelly
famil~ for th~u nnmense dedication and. contribution ~o the
Cynthiana-Harnson County Museum. The displays of equipment
(tractors, engines, washing machines, wagons, etc.) were impressive.
Although Mr. Watson from Winchester was unable to attend, he
made certain that his antique wagons were on display. The wagon
which was made just down the street (the Jetubs building) many
years ago is special and significant to our town. It was good to see a
of young people in attendance. They asked many questions
and seemed very interested in the museum's "old stuff' - all related to
this community.

School is out for summer vacation. In a recent teacher's
meeting, we discussed how very different summer was for children just a few years ago. Television, video games, and computers do
Next Meeting Thursday, June 17, 2004, Cynthi- have their educational value. However, young people or even older
ana Public Library meeting room - 7 p.m. Jerry folks do not profit from participating in these activities (really they
are not activities) for great periods of time. This summer perhaps if
Jenkins will discuss woodworking and Ameriyou
will have the responsibility of caring for or entertaining children,
can Indian artifacts. Jerry will explain how he
grandchildren, or other visitors, you might introduce them to or
became interested in woodworking, show the
woodworking tools used, and display examples create their interest in gardening, fishing, walking, jumping rope,
jacks, marbles, paper dolls, reading, keeping an illustrated journal,
of his work.
visiting museums, a hobby, dominoes, tiddlywinks, cooking, exploring the community (check out the mural on Main Street, the old jail
Historic Battle Grove Cemetery on Pike Street, and the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum on
Self-Guided Tour by Charles Feix
Walnut Street), photography, farm activities and chores, bird watching, bug catching, storytelling, poetry (I truly enjoyed Kay Allen's
A thirty-page, spiral bound guidebook, which poem last week), history (especially local history), random acts of
describes 22 monuments and includes a guide kindness, etc. etc.
map, is $5.00 at the cemetery office. To order
by mail, send $7.00, which includes postage and
If you are interested in summer activities, please remember
handling, to: Battle Grove Cemetery, 531 East that the museum always is in need of volunteers (yes, docents,
Pike Street, Cynthiana, Kentucky 41031.
Harold). It would be helpful if we could include you on a list of
standby volunteers. We also need model builders. Our CynthianaI-----------------;Harrison
County Museum will celebrate its IOth anniversary in July.
Harrison County, Ky., History on the Inter- Come be a part of a group who has lots of fun, great fellowship, lofty
net:
ideals, and big plans.
- Harrison Heritage News back issues are archived
on the Historical Society link found at cynthiRailroad photos request: The museum is looking for phoanaky.com. (Internet search engine
tographs of Boyd Station depot and Lair Station depot to complete
www.google.com searches these back issues.)
their collection of photos of all Harrison County railroad depots.
- Battle of Cynthiana - www.battleofcynthiana.org
The museum will make copies and return the original to the owner.
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- Hinkson and Ruddle Station Historical Society:
www.ramsha1780.org
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When the threshing was completed at this location, the steam engine towed the threshing machine to
the next job. If it was late in the day, the equipment would not be moved until the next morning. Many
bridges could not bear the weight of the heavy steam engines, so the operator was forced to find a ford in
the stream. The daily routine of threshing continued until all the grain in the vicinity had been harvested.
After the threshing season, the steam engines were used mostly to power sawmills. They might travel
through the country, pulling the sawmill equipment behind them. Farmers would have piles of logs going
through the natural drying out process. When the logs were ready to be sawed into lumber, the steam
engine and operator would be summoned. A bunkhouse mounted on wheels usually accompanied the
sawmill operation. Here the sawmill crew cooked, ate, and slept. My grandfather Slade served as a cook
for a sawmill crew. Most sawmills were set up in a more permanent location for the winter. The owners
of the logs brought them to this location to be sawed into lumber. Charles Rorer had a sawmill near Gray's
Run Creek on Leesburg Pike, just south of Cynthiana. He operated two engines here, but as I recall, only
one was used to operate a sawmill.
At Abdallah Park, Owen Tobacco Company built a tobacco-prizing house to be leased to the
American Suppliers Company (Purchaser for American Tobacco Co.) for the purpose of prizing tobacco
(barreling). One of the Rorer steam engines powered the operation of the presses. Obe Terry was the
engineer. Later, Owen moved its tobacco re-dryer plant from South Church Street to Abdallah Park and
installed a large boiler with a tall brick smokestack. At the date of this writing the smokestack still stands
and can be seen from Abdallah Park Road. (George D. Slade)

Corrections to May 2004 Harrison Heritage News
The author of the May issue article on page one, "The Watering Trough," was missing from the heading. The writer
was George D. Slade. The last sentence of the "Harrison County Historical Society" meeting minutes on page two,
about a music program by the Penns, was also cut off. It should have read, "They also played some "long hair"
music - not classical, but two tunes by the Beatles.
It

June 2004 - Anniversaries of Two Historic Harrison County Events
- June 8, 2004 - 150th anniversary of the celebration of the construction of the Kentucky Central Railroad from
Covington to Cynthiana with a great barbecue which attracted 15,000 people to Cynthiana. The barbecue took
place in Redmon's Woods, on the hill where a later mansion, Monticello, stood, near the present Edgemont Manor
Nursing Home grounds on S. Webster Avenue, across from Harrison County High Schoo1. This event is being celebrated by the upcoming publication of The Railroad in Harrison County, Ky., by George D. Slade.
- June 11-12, 2004 - 140th anniversary of the Second Battle of Cynthiana, which included CSA General Morgan's capture of Cynthiana and Battle of Keller's Bridge June 11 and defeat by Gen. Burbridge June 12. This event
is being celebrated at the Battle of Cynthiana Reenactment, the third weekend of September 2004.

Harrison County Genealogy Queries
Ayres - Ong - My father, Theodore Burton Ayres was born in 1913 in Cincinnati, but grew up in Cythiana. He
was the son of Harley Durham Ayres and Edith Ong. I visited Cynthiana once or twice in the 1960's, when I was
about eight years old. I remember catching fireflies; something I'd never seen before in California I don't remember the street name that they lived on, but I seem to remember it being very close to a library. I would love any information about Cynthiana in the early 1900s, or anything about my Ayres family. I think it was Church Street they
lived on. They lived there in the 1930's and I think they lived in the same house for many, many years.
ronchain@commspeed.net Katherine Ayres, 2135 Lakewood Dr. ,Prescott, AZ 86301
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Harrison County, Kentucky, Historical Publications
available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 112 South Walnut Street, P.O. Box 411, Cynthiana, KY 41031 (859-234-7179); open Fridays and Saturdays 10 AM - 5 PM:
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana. This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the
famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events
connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint. This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of prominent
men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school information is included. 24 pp.
Paperback, 12"xI8". $5.00

- Cynthiana Since 1790. Virgil Peddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the ownerslbusinesses located on each lot
from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923. 171 pp. (See separate index
below). Paperback. $20.00
-Index - Cynthiana Since 1790 (William A. Penn).

Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his book. This
supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map. 30 pp. Paperback. $3.00

- Writings of Colonel William M Moore,(1837-1927)

compiled by Andrew B. "Andy" Peak (2002). Includes 1921-1922
articles he wrote for the Cynthiana Democrat about his life. He was born in Harrison Co., but his family soon moved to Lewis Co.,
Mo.; in 1849 he moved back to Harrison Co., and he wrote much about life in Cynthiana in the early 1850s; he joined the CSA army
in 1861 and fought in battles at Lexington, Mo.; Pea Ridge, Arkansas; and Shiloh, Tenn. The book includes several family obituaries
and two letters that contain Moore genealogy. 10 family photographs; index; paperback, 71 pp. $10.00/ $3.00 shipping. Limited
supply.

- This Old House by Katherine Wilson.

Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison Co. houses
and the families who have occupied them. Much material on Harrison Co. history. Exterior and interior b & w photos of each
house. Originally printed 1956-1957. 70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00 (An index is available for earlier editions, which had
no index).

- Cromwell's Comments, by John M. Cromwell

(1862-1951)
is a reprint of Cromwell's 1928-1941 Cynthiana Democrat
columns on the history of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., KY). A fine writer and historian, Mr. Cromwell covered many topics, including
fairs, horses, fires, churches, businesses, cemeteries, government, Civil War, social events, and the Licking River. Sometimes he
quoted old county histories, updated the information, and then added his personal reminiscences of interesting personalities from his
career as banker and mayor. William A Penn and George D. Slade, editors. Paperback; preface; 2 maps; 21 photos; 4 illus.;
annotated; index; 200 pp. (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002), $10 plus $3 shipping.
Shippinglhandling for above books: Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for first book (unless otherwise noted
above), $2.50 for each additional book; you wiJJ be notified if special shipping fees apply. No shipping fee on Index - Cynthiana
Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks/money orders payable to "Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum." No credit
cards. Prices/fees subject to change.

Membership - Harrison County Historical Society
Send name and address with dues to: Harrison County Historical Society, P.O. Box 411, Cynthiana, Kentucky 41031. Membership fee $5.00 (includes Harrison Heritage News) due annually January 1.

Cynthiana Civil War Driving Tour Brochure Available
Visit the Harrison County Chamber next to the Old Jail on W. Pike Street or the Cynthiana-Harrison
County Museum for a free tour guide brochure. The illustrated guide includes photos of the commanders,
an 1862 battle print, and a detailed map.

