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OLD- TIMERS RECALL
George D. Slade

Let's say, the 1920s and/or 1930s: Cynthiana and/or Harrison County had:
A - *Arbuckles Signature coffee, *Abe Thomas' slop wagon. *Authors (card game) *Atkinson's T Model Ford timer factory,
B- *Busses (east, west, north, south). *Blacksmith shops. *Bells - church, fire, school, dinner. *"Bootleggers". *Butcher
shops. *Boarding houses *"Bear Holler" on Bridge Street. *Bluegrass strippers. *Blackberries and chiggers. *Broom corn.
*Bedbugs. *Buggies *Bobbed hair. *Butter Churns. *Brick sidewalks. *Bridges - An iron bridge, with a pedestrian walkway on the north side, spanned the river at Pleasant Street. Covered wooden bridge at end of Bridge Street. *Box Suppers.
*Bob Ramsey.
C-*Coal, coal yards, coal chutes, coal soot, coal dump carts; coal stoves, coal buckets, coal hampers. *Covered wooden
bridges. (at least 4 in Harrison County). *Crap games. *Circuses. *Carnivals. *Court Days. *City dump. *Chickens in town.
*Cream stations. *Cross burnings. *Churches with no parking lots. *Cabooses at the end of a freight train. *Chautauqua
(High School yard). *Counter checks (not personalized) *Cox's Corner. *"Commons" (NW section of Cynthiana.
*Cigarettes - roll your own sack tobacco - Bull Durham, Duke's Mixture. *Clabber cheese *Creameries. *Coal oil lamps
(kerosene), *Commercial Hotel, *Cisterns and cistern pumps in most back yards, including business' in town, Still one in
courthouse yard. *Candy Pulls. *Churning butter. *Com stalk fiddles. *Castor oil. *Carbide lamps. *Cranking automobiles.
*Cap pistols.
D - *Doctors who made house calls. *Drought of 1930, *Daniel's Bottom, *Dillinger, John. (Said to have dined at McKnight's Boarding House),
E- *Elopements (running away to get married)
F-*Fodder shocks *Flies by the jillions *Flypaper *Flour mills *Fence around the Courthouse yard *Five cent coffee (with
free refills) *Feather beds *Flapper age *Ford "T Models" with no drivers side door.
G - *Gypsies *Glass milk bottles with a cardboard stopper *Galluses (suspenders). *Grape arbors. *Gasoline pumps that
were hand operated. There is one on display at the Museum.
H - *Home Brew (made at home beer) *Hopscotch *Hoboes *Hitching posts *Heinz powdered horseradish (HOT) *Hemp
along fencerows *Hotel Rooms, "with or without baths" *Hickory toothbrushes. (Some elderly ladies used hickory toothbrushes to dip snuff). *Hog lard. * Hog-head mush.
1- *Ice plant, ice wagons, ice cards, ice tongs, ice-skating, ice cream wagons *Iron fences. *Ink wells in school desks.
J -* J ails 2 *"Jacks," a girls game. *Junk man, *Jockey Ring. *Jews harps.
K - *Ku-Klux Klan. *Knapping rock *Kindling box (to hold kindling for building a fire).
L - *Livery stables *"Logger" baseball. *Lye Soap. *LLL Highway. *Licorice sticks.
M - *Mail- Local delivery, 2 times daily - letters, 2et, postcards, let, *Marbles, a boys game *Men andlor boys who wore
sailor straw hats, watch fobs, knickers, leather leggings, sheep skin coats, felt boots, rompers, white shoes, zoot suits, elastic
bow ties, detachable celluloid collars, sleeve garters, patent leather shoes, trench coats, wide brimmed hats, three piece suits,
night caps, BVDs, "spats" (spatter docks) *Marrying in Aberdeen *Maytag Washer gasoline engines; *"Morning, Evening,
Night" (Not "Morning, Afternoon, Evening"). *Mulberries - don't eat, have worms.
/"> N - *"Near Beer" (beer with alcohol removed) *Natural gas arrived in 1928.
0- *Oiling streets (difficult for barefoot boys to walk across). *Old Maid" card game.
(Continued on page 3)
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Meeting report for March 18, 2004. The Harrison County
Historical Society met at 7 p.m. at the Cynthiana-Harrison
County Library. President Larry Moss and the membership
discussed briefly the ongoing oral history project of taping
veterans. The program was then presented by Sharon Buford,
Cynthiana Renaissance director. Although she was prepared to
talk about the Griffith house restoration, Silver Lake Place, at
Broadwell, she turned her remarks to the Brown-Frazer house,
as that was subject of most interest to the members and guests.
Mrs. Buford is preparing an historical survey of the
property at the request of the county judge-executive, which
will be used to help the governmental bodies developing the
property to make a decision on possibly retaining the old home.
The survey is required before demolition can take place. She
explained what would be required for the property to be
considered of historical significance or to be listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. The house has been
altered somewhat through the years, but appears to be basic
structure is present. After answering a number of inquiries
about the property in which members expressed their desire to
save the historic house, Mrs. Buford concluded
her
presentation. The Harrison County Historical Society thanked
her for the interesting presentation and for updating us on the
status of the Brown-Frazer house at the former Handy farm.

NEXT MEETING:
Traditional Irish, English and American Music
played and discussed. by Bill and Leslie Penn.
Next Meeting Thursday, April IS, 2004, Cynthiana Public Library meeting room - 7 p.m. Historical Society members Bill
and Leslie Penn return again to play traditional Irish, English
and American tunes on various instruments, including flute,
guitar, mandolin and fiddle. They will talk about each tune
and the time period it is from, and tell about how their instruments were used in traditional music in the old days. Be sure
and attend this special presentation. The Penns play every
month or so at Alfalfas Restaurant in Lexington.
Genealogy Queries Wanted:
The editor encourages genealogy queries.
E-mail the editor or write to address on the front page.
Harrison County, Ky., History on the Internet:
- Harrison Heritage News back issues are archived on the Historical
Society link found at cynthianaky.com . (Internet search engine
www.google.com searches these back issues.)
- Battle of Cynthiana - www.battleofcyntbiana.org
- Hinkson and Ruddle Station Historical Society:
www.ramsha1780.org

Cynthiana, Ky. - The CradJe of Raggedy Ann
This fair city will celebrate its second annual Raggedy
Ann Festival on Saturday, April 17, 2004, from 10 A.M. S P.M. Many events and special attractions have been
planned. The Raggedy Ann Festival is sponsored by the
Cynthiana Renaissance Tourism committee with Juanita
Ingram serving as chairperson.
R. B. Gruelle was born on February 22, 1851 in
Cynthiana. He later moved to Arcola, Illinois, where his
son Johnny was bon on December 24, 1880. Johnny
Gruelle grew up to become a well known political
cartoonist and illustrator. Around 1908, he began
producing features for children.
Gruelle created the
Raggedy Ann doll in 1915 and he published the first
stories in 1918.
Several years ago, Joni Gruelle Wannamaker,
granddaughter of Johnny Gruelle, visited Cynthiana doing
research of her family's history. Having visited the Selden
Renaker Inn and the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum,
Joni became very interested in Cynthiana and quite fond
of this place and its people.
For the second Raggedy Ann Festival, Joi and her
husband Tom once again will be in attendance sharing
Raggedy Ann history, stories, and drawings. It was Joni
who came up with this year's design for T-shirts, coloring
contests, etc. Her design with the theme, "Cynthiana - the
Cradle of Raggedy Ann, "shows a lovely old cradle
holding Raggedy Ann and Andy. This clever slogan will
probably continue as the festival's theme for years to come
for indeed our community was the birthplace of Raggedy
Ann.
Joni and Tom live ill Arcola where they
administer the Johnny Gruelle Raggedy Ann and Andy
Museum. Our museum here in Cynthiana plans to have a
special display for the festival. If you have a Raggedy
Ann and lor Andy doll, an old cradle, and/or baby quilts or
coverlets which we could borrow through April 17, please
deliver them to the museum on Walnut Street during the
next Friday or Saturday. Let's all plan to participate and
celebrate this part of our community's history.
Harrison Co. Historical Society OfficerslEditor:
Larry Moss, President; Tonya Coleman, Vice-President;
Dorothy Slade, Treasurer; Jane Whitehead, Secretary
Newsletter editor: William A. Penn
pennwma@aol.com
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(George D. Slode - Continued from page 1)

P -*Poor House (County Infirmary) *Privies in town *Paper boys (delivered newspapers). *Pocket watches.
*Passenger trains to Cincinnati and beyond. *Player pianos. *Phonographs, hand cranked. *Pokers to stir the fire.
*Pop guns * Parched com. *Patching tire inner tubes.
Q - *Quarantines.
R - *Railroad passenger depot, freight depot, section hands, coal fired locomotives, train cabooses, crossing
guards. *Rats everywhere. *Radio antennas on the roof *Rawhide *Rag rug carpet looms.
S - *Scooters *Settin hens. *"Settin" up with a corpse *Stock yards (livestock auctions). *Sleighing on the hills in
town. *Shinny (on your own side). *Soda fountains. *Shoes half-soled, new heels installed, *Sassafras tea. *Sloan's
Lineament. *Saving - string, tin foil, paper sacks, bailing wire, fodder twine). *Spittoons, *Stilts. *Sheep dip.
*Square dances. ·Silent Movies. *"Saucered and Blowed" coffee. *Second Table (Adults ate first. Kids got what
was left). *Stiles (Steps for passing over a fence). *Stalls for horses and cows in town. *Straw stacks. *Straw ticks.
*Shaving brushes, cups, soap, "strop" ·Steam engines fueled by wood or coal, used to operate threshing machines,
sawmills, roadrollers etc. *Smallpox vaccinations left ugly scars *Surreys. *Spring wagons.
T - *Tobacco re-dryer *Telephones that you cranked to get "central". *"T" Model Fords that you cranked to start.
*Telegrams. *Threshing machines.
U - =Underwear; "long johns" with trap door (Winter), BVDs (Summer);
V - *Valentines - homemade, comic.
.
W - *Whiskey, "moonshine" or "Scrip" (prescription from MD.). Although "Prohibition" was in effect during the
mid 1920s, whiskey, manufactured prior to 1917, was being bottled at the Van Hook Distillery on North Main
Street. (An unopened pint bottle of Van Hook whiskey is on display at the Museum. *Watering troughs for horses
and other animals. *''Whites Only" toilets. *Wreath on front door when there was a death in the residence. *Wild
greens. ·Women wore hats, hatpins, corsets, middies, bloomers, high-top button shoes, silk stockings. *Whitewash.
*Water gaps. *Weigh for a penny. *Withers, Aunt Rene (Variety store). *Washboards. *Water hydrants in front
yards. ·Writing pens - Straight pens with replaceable point. (Dipped into inkbottle). ·Windmills pumping water ...
X -*"Marks the spot". Pick your own.
y- *Yard swings.
Z - *Zoller, Miss Fanny (had private school on Walnut behind second house north of Episcopal Church). *Zinc lids
used to seal glass-canning jars.
HARRISON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

William A. Penn

The fairgrounds were originally built on the White Oak Pike in 1856, adjacent to the old Howk farm about one mile
from the river on the right, and then moved to Abdallah Park track (near the present waterworks) in 1875. Next,
the fairgrounds were at Lebus Field (see photo below) from the 1920s to early 1930s. It was in the field south of
Cynthiana and east of U.S. 27 near the covered bridge (the former Desha farm). Lebus Field was reached by crossing the covered bridge and turning left onto an iron bridge over Gray's Run. Fairs were then moved indoors to towarehouses for a few years before being generally abandoned. Horse shows were held near the Harrison Co.
High School in the early '50s and by the early '60s the present Harrison County fairgrounds on U.S. 27 south were
built See descriptions of the 1929 and 1930 fairs in the Cromwell's Comments book available at the Museum.

(left) Lebus Field,
Cynthiana, Ky.,
Photo, c. 1929,
Cynthiana-Harrison
County Museum.
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Harrison County, Kentucky, Historical Publications
available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 112 South Walnut Street, P.O. Box 411, Cynthiana, KY 41031 (859-234-7179); open Fridays and Saturdays 10 AM - 5 PM:
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana. This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the
famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events
connected with Cynthiana and Hamson County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint. This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of prominent
men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school information is included. 24 pp.
Paperback, 12"x18". $5.00

- Cynthiana Since 1790. Virgil Peddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the ownerslbusinesses located on each lot
from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923.
below). Paperback. $20.00

171 pp. (See separate index

- Index - Cynthiana Since 1790 (William A. Penn).

Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his book. This
supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map. 30 pp. Paperback. $3.00

- Writings of Colonel William M. Moore, (I837-I927)

compiled by Andrew B. "Andy" Peak (2002). Includes 1921-1922
articles he wrote for the Cynthiana Democrat about his life. He was born in Harrison Co., but his family soon moved to Lewis Co.,
Mo.; in 1849 he moved back to Harrison Co., and he wrote much about life in Cynthiana in the early 1850s; he joined the CSA army
in 1861 and fought in "battles at Lexington, Mo.; Pea Ridge, Arkansas; and Shiloh, Tenn. The book includes several family obituaries
and two letters that contain Moore genealogy. 10 family photographs; index; paperback, 71 pp. $10.001 $3.00 shipping. Limited
supply.
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- This Old House by Katherine

Wilson. Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison Co. houses
and the families who have occupied them. Much material on Harrison Co. history. Exterior and interior b & w photos of each
house. Originally printed 1956-1957. 70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00 (An index is available for earlier editions, which had
no index).

- Cromwell's Comments, by John M. Cromwell (1862-1951) is a reprint of Cromwell's 1928-1941 Cynthiana Democrat
columns on the history of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., KY). A fine writer and historian, Mr. Cromwell covered many topics, including
fairs, horses, fires, churches, businesses, cemeteries, government, Civil War, social events, and the Licking River. Sometimes he
quoted old county histories, updated the information, and then added his personal reminiscences of interesting personalities from his
career as banker and mayor. William A. Penn and George D. Slade, editors. Paperback; preface; 2 maps; 21 photos; 4 illus.;
annotated; index; 200 pp. (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002), $10 plus $3 shipping.
Shipping/handling for above books: Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for first book (unless otherwise noted
above), $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notified if special shipping fees apply. No shipping fee on Index ~ Cynthiana
Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks/money orders payable to "Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum." No credit
cards. Prices/fees subject to change.

Membership - Harrison County Historical Society
Send name and address with dues to: Harrison County Historical Society, P. O. Box 411, Cynthiana, Kentucky 41031. Membership fee $5.00 (includes Harrison Heritage News) due annually January 1.

Cynthiana Civil War Driving Tour Brochure Available
/">.

Visit the Harrison County Chamber next to the Old Jail on W. Pike Street or the Cynthiana-Harrison
County Museum for a free tour guide brochure. The illustrated guide includes photos of the commanders,
an 1862 battle print, and a detailed map.

