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The Little Schoolboy
George D. Slade (gslade@setel.com)

Not far from the main gate in Battle Grove Cemetery at Cynthiana, Kentucky, is located a likeness of a schoolboy
carved in marble. There is no inscription relating to a reason for its being there. The overall height of the sculpture is perhaps
six feet. The subject, a bit less than life size, is portrayed as sitting on a large stone. The boy is bareheaded with his sailor style
cap lying on the stone near his right hand. His left hand rests on three schoolbooks held together by a strap. He is wearing
short pants, double-breasted jacket, broad shirt collar, bow tie, ribbed long stockings and shoes with five buttons each. Near
the base of the stone on which he sits is carved the likeness of a fern and a tuft of broad-bladed grass.
The "little schoolboy" has been the subject of many stories, which mostly relate as to what caused his death. Ihave
heard that he died from drowning, a fall, eating green apples and so forth. Recently a youngster asked if he had been run over
by a school bus.
The sculpture is located on the cemetery lot of James S. Withers, born 1830, died 1910, and his wife Kittie R.
Withers, born 1836, died 1911. The foregoing information is found on a huge marble monument located in the center of the
lot. In front of this monument are two flat markers, one reading "Father" the other, "Mother." As you face the large
monument the "schoolboy" is to the left and on
a line with the backside of the large monument.
About nine feet in front of the "schoolboy" is a
line of three flat markers. From left to right these
read, "Roger Withers, Jan. 14, 1862 - Jan. 14,
1863"; "Hood Withers, Nov. 30, 1863 - Aug. 22,
1865"; "Stanley Withers, Mar. 25, 1860 - June
17, 1869."
Battle Grove Cemetery was not established until November 1868. J S. Withers was an
original trustee and director of the cemetery. He
also owned Lot No. 72, just back of first mayor,
Sam January's
lot,
at the Cynthiana
"Graveyard" on North Main Street. Battle Grove
records show that on October 22, 1885, the
remains of Roger, Hood and Stanley was reinterred at Battle Grove Cemetery. Ibelieve that
I can safely assume that these remains were removed from the City "Graveyard." My question
is, Was the "Little Schoolboy" sculpture originally installed at the "Graveyard" and removed
with the remains to Battle Grove or is Battle
Grove the original location? I would guess the
latter.
In May 1856, Mr. J. S. Withers married
Miss Kittie Remington. Their first three children,
Stanley being their first born, died at an early
age as recorded on their tombstones. Three more
children were born to the marriage, two girls
and one boy. All lived to adulthood and marriage.
Mr. Withers, described as the most prominent The «Little ~choolbo~" businessman in Harrison County, was amongst the
founders of the National Bank of Cynthiana and statue on the WItherslot ill the bank's cashier for fifty-three years.
The placement of the "Little School- Battle
hcemebtery boy" sculpture seems to memorialize all three of
.
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memor LZes tree
oys
the boys but the likeness IS without a doubt that h died i th 1860
of Stanley.
Death notices were rare in the newspa- w 0 1 ill e
s.
pers of the 1800s and when published were usually limited to four or five lines. Iwas fortunate
to find this article in the July 1, 1869, issue of the
Cynthiana News as copied from the Western Citizen. r am sorry to disappoint those who are certain that they know how
Stanley met his fate. From the following it seems that his death was of natural causes, an illness, perhaps a ruptured appendix,
which might account for the green apple and cherry stories.
r>
His obituary, Cynthiana News, July 1, 1869:
"Died in this city, on Thursday morning, June 17, after a painful illness of five days, Stanley Withers only son of J. S. and
Kitty Withers, in the tenth year of his age. We will not intrude upon the sacred grief which bows down the hearts of the
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Harrison County
Historical Society
Jane Adams Whitehead
The Harrison County Historical Society
met at 7 P.M., October 17, 2003, at the
Cynthiana-Harrison County Library.
The
program was presented by Melinda Boyer, who
discussed historic Silver Lake Place, the Griffith
property near Broadwell. She described a tour
of the farm by University of Kentucky staff
members and reviewed work the university
plans to have done to both the farm and the
old house. The university's architecture school
will oversee a recently received $300,000
federal grant to begin stabilizing and restoring
the Griffith homeplace. [Note: For further
information read the history of the Griffith
house in Katherine Wilson's book, This Old
House, available for sale at the museum. See
adv. on p. 4.]

Cynthiana -Harrison County Museum
Martha Barnes
Dr. Thomas D. Clark Lectures in Harrison

A special historical event occurred Sunday, September 26,
2003, in Harrison County. More than 250 persons of all ages gathered
in the high school auditorium to hear a lecture presented by Dr.
Thomas D. Clark, Kentucky's Historian Laureate. The program was
sponsored by Maysville Community CollegelLicking Valley Center and
the Harrison County Board of education and was funded in part by the
Kentucky Humanities Council and the National Endowment for the
Humanities. Fortunately, the college plans to host similar events in a
series of programs.
In July of2003, Dr. Clark celebrated his one hundredth birthday
which brought recognition from the New York Times and National
PBS Radio. He maintains an active schedule of speaking engagements
and continues to write. Dr. Clark has written 32 books. During his long
career of teaching and writing, Dr. Clark has received many awards
and honors.
In his lecture, Dr. Clark wove together his thoughts on
Covered Bridges of
education and history. He admonished the audience to never accept
Kentucky
someone saying that they hate history. Because we live in a free
society, we must know and preserve history to maintain our society. Dr.
Topic of Next Meeting
Clark
stressed that a knowledge of history helps us to understand issues
The next meeting of the Harrison
and changes that will better the future. "History is ownership."
County Historical Society will be
Dr. Clark worked diligently toward the creation of the
Thursday, November 20, 2003, 7 Kentucky History Center in Frankfort. Naturally, museums are of great
p.m. at the Cynthiana library. importance to him. Clark's ceaseless efforts to preserve history once
The program on Covered bridges again came to fruition last July when he acquired the 1775 journal of
of Kentucky will be presented by pioneer William Calk for the Kentucky Historical Society. Dr. Clark
Brenda Plummer, past president stated that the journal will bring certain aspects of the state's founding
from theory to fact.
of the Flemingsburg Historical
September 28 was a significant day in Harrison County history
Society and museum.
when Dr. Thomas D. Clark came to share his wisdom with us.

Harrison County, Ky., History
on the Internet:
Harrison Heritage News back issues are
archived on the Historical Society link found at
cynthianaky.com. (Internet search engine
www.google.com searches these back issues.)
Battle of Cynthiana www.battleofcynthiana.org
Hinkson and Ruddle Station Historical Society:
www.ramsha1780.org

Hallie Darnell Martin
7/10/17 - 10/4/03

The members of the Hanison County Historical Society are mourning the
death of Hallie Darnell Martin. 86, who died October 4, 2003. Hallie was a
charter member of the Harrison County Historical Society and served as its
treasurer for about forty years. Hallie and her husband, Jim Bob, who
preceded her in death, were dedicated volunteers for the Historical Society and
the Cynthiana-Hanison County Museum, and were always present at meetings
when their health allowed it. Several Historical Society members served as
honorary pallbearers. Burial was in Battle Grove Cemetery.
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stricken family by empty words of human consolation. In the presence of bereavement so great, we can but mingle
our grief with theirs, and pray that 'He who tempers the wind to the shorn lamb' will temper this affliction to the
bereaved ones. Death at all times is terrible, but when it invades the circle of a happy home and bears away, one
after another, the cherished ones of loving parents it is doubly terrible. Within a few years three of this afflicted
household - Roger, Hood and Stanley - have 'fallen asleep in Jesus' and now their little forms lie side by side in
the graveyard, but their gentle spirits rest with a kind Savior, 'for such is the kingdom of heaven.' Stanley was a
bright boy, above his years in knowledge, a favorite with schoolmates and companions, of a kind and loving
disposition, but the most beautifu1 trait of character which marked his young life was the earnest religious feeling
which seemed to pervade his whole being. Of him it may be truly said, he was far more fitted for heaven than
earth. He was a devoted Sunday School scholar, regular in attendance and of an attentive and teachable
disposition. At his funeral his schoolmates gathered around him and sung those touching songs 'Asleep in Jesus'
and 'Children in Heaven.' Then the body of Stanley Withers was borne away to the grave, but his bright example
shall live after him and his memory be cherished until the now broken family circle shall be reunited in a purer and
better world, 'where Jesus shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.'
James S. Withers, father of Stanley, died August 10, 1910. Stanley's Mother, Kitty, died six months later,
February 15, 1911, both on a Wednesday morning. Kittie was the daughter of Greenup Remington, builder of the
last covered wooden bridge at Cynthiana. Greenup's grave is near the Withers' lot.
There is one item that I purposely failed to mention when describing the sculpture of the "Little
Schoolboy." I had not noticed this item previously. Charlie Feix brought it to my attention so I returned for
another look, and sure enough, there is a necklace. And what do you think is on the necklace? Money! Coins
bearing 2, 10, 20 - probably gold coins in real life.
At some time, in some place, someone must have put down something in writing about the sculpture. Who
was the artist that carved it? In what country? How was it brought here? In what year was it installed? Was it
moved from the city Graveyard? I believe that the answer is out there. Maybe someone will come forward with it
so that I can write the final paragraph to this story during my lifetime.

Cissy Gregg - Courier Journal Food Columnist
William A. Penn

r".

While in an antiques shop in Paris recently I noticed a cookbook by Cissy Gregg, a Harrison County native who wrote a food column in the Courier Journal from 1942 until she retired in 1963. Later, I ran across her
obituary that was published in the Courier-Journal May 11, 1966, with information on her life. She was born
Mary Hanson Peterson in 1903, the daughter of a lawyer, Hanson Peterson, and Mary Jouett Peterson. She received her nickname, "Cissy" by a sister, Minnie Benton Peterson, who married Judge Mac Swinford.
Cissy was a 1924 graduate of the University of Kentucky and worked for the home-extension service at
Mississippi A & M College; she then worked for Pogue department store in Cincinnati. She later married Edd R.
Gregg, a Louisville architect, who died in 1961. During World War II, Mrs. Gregg came to work for the CourierJournal. According to ber obituary, "Cissy's columns consistently drew huge percentages in readership surveys
conducted by the newspaper. She fielded innumerable phone calls and written queries from housewives whose
biscuits wouldn't rise or whose cakes stuck in the pan. Cissy was a tiny, nervous bundle of energy who radiated
friendliness. She was a frequent and popular speaker at women's gatherings in Kentuckiana."
At the time of her death she resided eight miles from Cynthiana in a house she designed on the Republican
Pike. The obituary also stated Cissy published two paperback cookbooks of her newspaper columns, one of
which I saw in the antiques shop. Perhaps there is a copy in the museum; if not, I now know where to find one.

4

Harrison County, Kentucky, Historical Publications
available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 112 South Walnut Street, P.O. Box 411,
Cynthiana, KY 41031 (859-234-7179); open Friday and Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM:
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana. This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the
famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events
connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint.
This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of
prominent men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school information is
included. 24 pp. Paperback, l2"xI8".
$5.00

- Cynthiana Since 1790. Virgil Peddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the ownerslbusinesses located on each
lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923. 171 pp. (See separate
index below). Paperback. $20.00

-Index - Cynthiana Since l 790 (William A. Penn). Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his book.
This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map. 30 pp. Paperback.

$3.00

Writings of Colonel William M Moore,(I837-I927)
compiled by Andrew B. "Andy" Peak (2002). Includes
1921-1922 articles he wrote for the Cynthiana Democrat about his life. He was born in Harrison Co., but his family soon
moved to Lewis Co., Mo.; in 1849 he moved back to Harrison Co., and he wrote much about life in Cynthiana in the early
1850s; he joined the CSA army in 1861 and fought in battles at Lexington, Mo.; Pea Ridge, Arkansas; and Shiloh, Tenn. The
book includes several family obituaries and two letters that contain Moore genealogy.
10 family photographs; index;
paperback, 71 pp. $10.001 $3.00 shipping. Limited supply.

-

- This Old House by Katherine

Wilson. Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison Co.
houses and the families who have occupied them. Much material on Harrison Co. history. Exterior and interior b & w photos
of each house. Originally printed 1956-1957. 70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00 (An index is available for earlier editions,
which had no index).

- Cromwell's Comments, by John M. Cromwell (1862-1951) is a reprint of Cromwell's 1928-1941 Cynthiana Democrat
columns on the history of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., KY). A fine writer and historian, Mr. Cromwell covered many topics,
including fairs, horses, fires, churches, businesses, cemeteries, government, Civil War, social events, and the Licking River.
Sometimes he quoted old county histories, updated the information, and then added his personal reminiscences of interesting
personalities from his career as banker and mayor. William A. Penn and George D. Slade, editors. Paperback; preface; 2
maps; 21 photos; 4 illus.; annotated; index; 200 pp. (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002), $10 plus $3 shipping.
Shipping/handling for above books: Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for first book (unless otherwise noted
above), $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notified if special shipping fees apply. No shipping fee on Index Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks/money orders payable to "Cynthiana-Harrison County
Museum." No credit cards. Prices/fees subject to change.

Harrison Co., Ky., Genealogy Query
FisherlKinglBanfield

r>.

From Donna Jo Fisher Forman. My Fisher ancestors are from Berry or Robinson Station, Kentucky. We have seen the names of Samuel Porter Fisher and his wife Sarah Banfield
Fisher in the charter book of the Robinson Station Christian Church. It documents when Samuel
joined the church and when he and Sarah headed to Missouri in a covered wagon with their children.
We have lost them after that. Family tradition says Samuel and Sarah died and the children came to
live with Prudence and Josh King in Midway, Kentucky. Their son, Henry is my great grandfather.
Would anyone have any information on Samuel and Sarah ...we do know they were married in Harrison County. Donna_Forman@georgetowncollege.edu.
Donna Fisher, 414 Mill Road Place, Midway,
Ky., 40347

