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HOT AIR BALLOONS
I have talked with a number of old timers of my generation but none seem to recall the hot air balloon ascension
that took place from the Linehan Lot during the late 1920s. (Across from the present City Hall and Fire Department).
A fire was built using materials that produced a dense smoke. As the fire gained momentum several men held a
large circular cloth, with lines attached, over it. The hot smoke began to fill the cloth, which started to rise. The men held
the lines, gradually allowing the cloth to rise until it had formed a balloon. A man, wearing a parachute pack on his back,
came forward and attached himself to the lines. On cue, the people tending the lines released their hold and the balloon and
man ascended rapidly and drifted southwestward. After crossing the river the passenger released himself from the balloon,
his parachute opened and he drifted slowly towards the earth. The balloon folded and fell to the ground.
The first passengers in a hot air balloon were a sheep, a duck and a chicken. On Sept. 19, 1783, brothers, Joseph
/"> and Etienne Montgolfier used these animals to demonstrate the possibilities of flight for King Louis XVI of France. The
animals all survived. Two months later Francois d' Arlandes, a major in the infantry, and Pilatre de Rozier, a physics
r> professor, became the first humans to fly. By 1800 the gas balloon had overshadowed the hot air balloon.
I believe that the exhibition which I witnessed at the Linehan Lot was a smoke balloon. Their main use was as an
attraction at fairs and other outdoor events. Hot air balloons were used extensively for observation during the Civil War.
The two main observation balloonists for the Union Army were Thaddeus Lowe and James Allen. Ira Allen, a distant
relative of James Allen, serving in the Union Cavalry, observed these operations. When the war was over Ira started
ballooning with his younger brother for "recreational fun" and profit. The next generation included twin brothers, Edward
and Edgar Allen. Edgar Allen became the most famous of all the flying Aliens by making over 3,000 smoke balloon
ascensions and parachute jumps over a 60 year career. (He may have been the balloonist I saw that day.)
As far as I know, the first balloon to pass over Harrison County was the one described in the Cynthiana, KY. Log
Cabin newspaper dated Sept. 3, 1909. It reads, "A gas balloon with two or more people in a basket, sailed over Cynthiana
Wednesday afternoon. The balloon landed at Junction City, Wednesday evening. The occupants stated that they were
from Dayton, Ohio. Therein lies a story.
My wife Helen's parents lived across the lane from the Upper Curry Church on the west side of the Falmouth Pike.
Helen's mother's name was Maud. Maud's mother's name (Helen'S grandmother) was 'Aunt Sissy' Criswell. She lived
there with Maud and her son-in-law, Elbert Harris. Maud related the story as follows, "Aunt Sissy was sitting out in front
of the house peeling tomatoes preparatory to canning. She noticed the cows running helter-skelter. Looking up, she
spotted this huge object passing over with a man waving from a basket suspended below. Dropping the tomatoes, 'Aunt
Sissy' ran into the house screaming, "Good Lord have mercy on us Maudie. The Saviors 'acomin' and the tomatoes ain't
canned." - A true story.

Mac Swinford Collection in University of Kentucky Archives
The papers of Mac Swinford, former chief judge of the Eastern District of Kentucky, a native of Cynthiana, are in the Modem
Political Archives, Division of Special Collections and Archives, University of Kentucky Libraries. Accession number is 96M4, and
the collection includes papers from 1932-1975. Mac Swinford was born on December 22,1899, in Cynthiana, Kentucky. Upon
graduating from Cynthiana High School in 1919 he attended the University of Virginia He began law practice with his father, M. C.
Swinford, after attaining his law degree in 1925. Like his father, Swinford served as a Kentucky State Representative from Harrison
County in the Kentucky General Assembly from 1926 to 1928. He was appointed United States Attorney for the Eastern District of
Kentucky in 1933 and named US judge for that district in 1937. In 1963 he became chief judge of the district until 1969. Judge
Swinford died February 3, 1975. [Ed. note: His book, Kentucky Lawyer (Cincinnati, 1963) is in the Cynthiana-Harrison County
Library, and his judicial robe is on display at the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum]. (Source: website http://www.uky.edullibrariesl
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Harrison County

Historical Society
Jane Adams Whitehead
Irish Trip Remembered

• I

The Harrison County Historical Society met on
Thursday, June 19, 2003, in the library's meeting
room at 7 p.m. Janie Whitehead and Donna Pope
made a presentation on their trip to Ireland. After
an introduction,
the presentation
continued
featuring a video showing many of the Irish towns
and historic sites visited. In the background, Irish
music was featured,
which enhanced the
presentation. Janie and Donna also had a table with
various Irish-related items, including a photo book
of Ireland, an Irish drum, and a photo of Janie's
mother, who had always wanted to travel there,
where her mother was born, but never did, which
was an inspiration for Janie's trip.
During the business meeting preceding the
above presentation, President Larry Moss discussed
the status of the application to put Claysville on the
Underground Railroad Freedom Trail, and the
project the historical society has undertaken to
interview WWIIveterans.

Next Meeting July 17th
The next meeting of the Harrison County
Historical Society will be Thursday, July
17,2003, in the library's meeting room at 7
p.m. Cynthiana native Sally Kinney will
speak on the life of her father, the late
Federal judge Mac Swinford. Be sure and
attend for this should be a most interesting
discussion. The public is invited.

Harrison County on the Internet:
Harrison Heritage News back issues are
archived on the Harrison Co. Historical
Society link found at cynthianaky.com.
Battle of Cynthiana www.battleofcynthiana.org

Cynthiana -Harrison County Museum
Martha Barnes

Our Star Spangled Museum
Here we are in July - and of course, our nation's birthday always
evokes patriotic feelings. Last Saturday (and how wonderful it
was to have so many Cynthiana alumni visit the museum) I
perused our museum collection and thought about our country,
our freedoms. Treasures in our collection which especially bring
patriotism to mind are our military section - in particular, the
uniforms of our World War IIveterans, our education display and
Mr. Haley's model of a one room schoolhouse, Judge Swinford's
robe and picture, the church display, WCYN control board and
the old newspapers.
As Icontinued my patriotic tour, Icame to the conclusion
that every item in the museum represents the dedication and
sacrifice of our forefathers and mothers. They diligently worked
to make this country and our community special places. We hope
to maintain the museum as a tribute to them. We preserve and
share history in the present so that we might move ever onward.
May God continue to bless our country!

An American
by
Benjamin E. Neal
I am an American! The Golden Rule IS my rule. In humility and
with gratitude to Almighty God, I acknowledge my undying debt
to the Founding Fathers who left me a priceless heritage, which
now is my responsibility. With steadfast loyalty, I will uphold the
constitution of the United States. I will treasure my birthright of
American ideals. I will place moral integrity above worldly
possessions.
Problems of interest to my country shall be of
interest to me! I will count my right of voting to be a sacred trust,
and I will diligently strive to prove worthy of that trust. I will give
my full support to upright public servants, but those with unclean
hands I will firmly oppose. Each obligation that comes to me as a
true American, I will discharge with honor! My heart is In
America and America is in my heart! I am an American!
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Old Fashioned Harrison County Cooking: Duffy Recipes
William A. Penn, editor
These recipes were hand written on blank pages of the Practical Housekeeping (Minneapolis, 1884),
purchased by the author in the 1980s at the Duffy estate, The Oaks, sale on the Oddville Pike, about one mile
east of Cynthiana. This cookbook was apparently used by the family of Frances Desha, who married Hugh
Cornelius Duffy, and whose children, were Cornelia, Eleanor, Eliza and Margaret, all familiar names to many
older Cynthiana citizens. "Mrs. Oxley Fruit Cake" may refer to Elizabeth Oxley, wife of Lawson Oxley, who was
on the first Cynthiana city council in 1860.

Doughnuts
1 cup yeast; 1 cup sugar; 1 cup water 112cup lard; flour, enough to make a tolerable stiff dough.

Mrs. Oxley's Fruit Cake
The yolks of 4 eggs with the white of one; 2 heaping teacups of sugar; 2 112 teacups browned flour;
112teacup of jelly; 3/4 teacup of butter; 2 tablespoons of cinnamon
2 tablespoons of allspice; 1 tablespoon of cloves; I tablespoon of nutmeg; 112cup whisky
112teacup wine; 1 teacup sweet milk; I teaspoon soda; 2 teaspoon cream tartar
1 112lbs of raisins; l lbs currants; 112lbs figs; 1I2lbs dates; 1I4lbs citron; double: 3 lbs raisins

Mrs. Yooker's Fruit Cake
2 cups of butter; 1 cp of molasses; 3 cups of sugar; 8 eggs; 6 cups of flour
I cup sour milk; I tablespoon cinnamon; 1 tablespoon allspice; 112tablespoon cloves;
2 nutmegs; 1 teaspoon soda, heaping; 2 lbs raisins; 2 lbs currants; 112lb. citron
(Note:

Cora's Plum Pudding (Small)
1/2 lb. raisins; 1/2 lb. currants; 114lb. beef cruet; 114lb. butter; 112lb. bread crumbs; 112lb. flour;
4 eggs; 112lb. of brown sugar or 1 lb.; 112lb. chopped apples; 112 glass brandy; 112pt. milk; 1 nutmeg;
112tablespoonful of cinnamon; 1/2 tablespoonful of allspice; 112 tablespoonful of clove; a pinch of
salt.
A Scripture

Cake
Butter - Judges 5:25;Eggs -lsiah 10:14;Flour - 1 Kings 4:22;Raisins - 1 SamueI30:12;Figs - 1 Samuel
30:12; Salt - Leviticus 2: 13;Water - Genesis 24:l7;Honey - Exodus 16-31;Almonds - Genesis 43:11;
Spices - 1 Kings 10:2; Follow Solomons's advice for making good boys and you will have a good cake.
Prov.23:14; Cake recipe: 6 eggs; 2 cups sugar; 3 112cups flour;1 cup butter; 1 cup water; 1 cup almonds chopped; 2 cups raisons; 2 figs chopped; ] tablespoonful honey.
Cake recipe: 6 eggs; 2 cups sugar; 3 112flour; 1 cup butter; 1 cup water; 1 cup almonds chopped; 2
cups raisins; 2 figs chopped; 1 tablespoonful honey.
Neapolitan Cale (White Part - double): Whites of 5 eggs; 3 cups sugar; 1 cup butter; 1 cup sweet
milk; 5 cups flour; 2 teaspoons bk. powder. (Dark Part - double): 2 cups sugar; 1 cup molasses; 1 cup
sour milk; 1 cup butter; 1 teaspoon allspice; 2 teaspoons clover; 2 tablespoons ginger; 5 cups flour; 1 lb
raisins; a little citron.
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Harrison County, Kentucky, Historical Publications
available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 112 South Walnut Street, P.O. Box 411,
Cynthiana, KY 41031 (859-234-7179); open Friday and Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM:
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana. This is a reprint of the rare ]894 edition, which includes family histories, the
famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events
connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint.
This was a special edition 'With biographical sketches and photographs of
prominent men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school information is
included. 24 pp. Paperback, 12"x18". $5.00

- Cynthiana Since 1790. Virgil Peddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the ownersfbusinesses located on each
lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923. 171 pp. (See separate
index below). Paperback. $20.00

- Index - Cynthiana Since 1790 (William A. Penn). Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his book:.
This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map. 30 pp. Paperback.

$3.00

-

Writings of Colonel William M Moore,(1837-1927j
compiled by Andrew B. "Andy" Peak (2002). Includes
1921-1922 articles he wrote for the Cynthiana Democrat about his life. He was born in Harrison Co., but his family soon
moved to Lewis Co., Mo.; in 1849 he moved back to Harrison Co., and he wrote much about life in Cynthiana in the early
1850s; he joined the CSA army in 1861 and fought in battles at Lexington, Mo.; Pea Ridge, Arkansas; and Shiloh, Tenn. The
book includes several family obituaries and two letters that contain Moore genealogy.
10 family photographs; index;
paperback, 71 pp. $10.001 $3.00 shipping. Limited supply.
- This Old House by Katherine

Wilson. Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison Co.
houses and the families who have occupied them. Much material on Harrison Co. history. Exterior and interior b & w photos
of each house. Originally printed 1956-1957. 70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00 (An index is available for earlier editions,
which had no index).

- Cromwell's Comments, by John M. Cromwell (1862-1951) is a reprint of Cromwell's 1928-1941 Cynthiana Democrat
columns on the history of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., KY). A fine writer, Mr. Cromwell covered many topics, including fairs,
horses, fires, churches, businesses, cemeteries, government, Civil War, social events, and the Licking River. Sometimes he
quoted old county histories, updated the information, and then added his personal reminiscences of interesting personalities
from his career as banker and mayor. William A. Penn and George D. Slade, editors. Paperback; preface; 2 maps; 21 photos;
4 illus.; annotated; index; 200 pp. (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002), $10 plus $3 shipping.
Shipping/handJing for above books: Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for first book (unless otherwise noted
above), $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notified if special shipping fees apply. No shipping fee on Index Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks/money orders payable to "Cynthiana-Harrison County
Museum." No credit cards. Prices/fees subject to change.

Membership Form - Harrison County Historical Society
Send to: Harrison County Historical Society, P. O. Box 411, Cynthiana, Kentucky 41031
Membership fee $5.00 (includes Harrison Heritage News) due annually January 1
Name
Cizy

Admess,

----------------------------_

State: -----

__
Zip Code

_

