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BUGGIES, SURREYS AND MODEL Ts
I recall the early 1920s when in all probability buggies, surreys and spring wagons, in Cynthiana and Harrison
County, outnumbered automobiles. For the younger readers, these were horse-drawn modes of transportation. All are four
wheel affairs, the front wheel of the buggies being of a smaller diameter than the rear wheels. The buggy, usually pulled by
one horse, was normally equipped with a convertible waterproof cloth top. The surrey (with the fringe on top), a two seat
affair, was in most instances, drawn by two horses. Spring wagons were the pickup trucks of the age. Mostly these had one
seat that could be easily removed or more seats added. I don't recall having seen a spring wagon with a top to protect the
driver or passengers from the elements. Then there were farm wagons and, in town, covered wagons for the delivery of groceries, ice and other merchandise.
The Charles Shingleton family lived on the Orie LeBus farm just north of Cynthiana Their home was just across
the railroad tracks about one-half mile west of the Falmouth Pike. Their mode of transportation was a surrey, a two-seat affair, pulled by two horses. The Shingleton surrey was a fancy one having a glossy black paint job and yellow fringe around
the top. Kerosene running lights were mounted on each side of the dashboard. My folks were close friends of the Shingletons. Irecall meeting with them on Saturday nights. They were in their surrey with its lights burning, in front of Wyatt's
Bakery and grocery on Main Street where the Harrison Hotel was built. The last time that Irecall seeing this surrey it was in
the tobacco barn back if the Shingleton residence near what was then known as LeBus' Walnut Grove.
In 1924, when we moved to a house in town on West Pleasant Street, in Belmont, I don't recall many gasolinepowered vehicles in the community. My dad owned a Model T Ford touring car, Jesse Adams, a Model T pickup truck and
McKinley Adams a Star touring car. I am sure there were others but most folks walked. Automobiles were a lot of trouble,
especially in cold weather. The radiator needed to be drained when not in use to prevent freezing, then refilled before running again. There were no self-starters so twisting a crank was necessary and many arms were broken. Automobile heaters
had not been invented and riding in an airy vehicle on a cold day wasn't pleasant. If you motored to Lair's Station and returned without having at least one flat tire you felt fortunate. Fixing a flat tire wasn't much fun either. First you jacked up
the wheel. Then the tire had to be removed from the wheel. inner tube patched and replaced in tire and the tire returned to
the wheel and the inner tube inflated using a hand pump. Often, when going up a long steep hill, the low gear clutch band
burned out and you stopped moving. What you needed to do then was to get the vehicle turned around and back up.
In those days folks were proud of how quiet they could make their "machine" run. Nowadays they are proud of how
noisy they can make them.
Left. Farm wagon. ca. 1908.
Columbia Wagon & Body Co.,
Columbia, Pa. illustration. from

Horse-Drawn Commercial Vehicles,
by Don H Berkebile
Right: Surrey. ca. 1900. In the early
1900s such vehicles could be purchased for $50 to $100. ll1ustration
from American Carriages, Sleighs,
Sulkies, and Carts, by Berkebile.
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Harrison County
Historical Society
Jane Adams Whitehead
A large audience attended the April 7th
meeting of the Harrison County Historical Society to
hear a program presented by historian Caroline
Miller, from Augusta, Ky., with the theme being "The
Underground Railroad in Kentucky." She gave an
overall presentation on the Underground Railroad in
Kentucky, which was supplemented by books,
photos and copies of early newspaperswith runaway
slave advertisements. She said Harrison Countywas
in a direct line between slave markets in Lexington
and freedom across the Ohio River, and some
escaped slaves probably passed through this area.
One newspaper copy included an ad for a runaway
slave from the Silas Pike area.

Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Harrison
County Historical Society will be
Thursday, May 15, 2003, in the library's meeting room at 7 p.m. There
will be a showing of Confederate paper money, large-size U.S. paper
money from 1862, and paper fraction
U.S. currency 1863-1873. Be sure to
be present for this presentation by a
local collector. The public is invited.

Harrison History
Calendar:
May 15 - Harrison Co. Historical Society
- 7 pm - library
May 24 - Grist Mill Days - Museum - all
day.
June 7 - Boone Day - KY Historical Society - Ky in Civil War lectures - Frankfort, Ky.

~

Harrison Heritage News back issues are
archived on the Harrison Co. Historical
Society link found at cynthianaky.com.

Cynthiana -Harrison County Museum
Martha Barnes
GRIST MaL

DA Y VI

Saturday, May 24,2003 is a special date to mark on your calendar
of events. Museum Grist Mill Day VI will take place on that day
at the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum with part of Walnut
Street blocked for the festivities.
It is amazing to think that this is the sixth year for this
happening sponsored by the Bill Kelly family to benefit the
museum. The Kelly family plan, prepare, promote, and provide
funding for the day. On display will be a number of grist mills and
hit-and-miss engines. Bill and Billy will have two stone ground
grist mills, powered by antique engines, in operation. One free
bag of freshly ground yellow cornmeal will be given to each
visitor. Do your children or your students realize the importance
of these engines to our history?
From 11:00 AM until 2:00 P.M., Sue and Trudy Kelly,
their family and friends will serve soup beans (cooked in an old
kettle over an open fire), fried cornbread, fried bologna, and
drinks. There is no charge for the food and drinks which are
provided by the Kelly family. Donations to the museum will be
appreciated. In this time in our country's history, how appropriate
it seems to have Jim and Mary Sayre return for Grist Mill Day as
they portray Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln. In addition Main
Street Brass surely will provide some patriotic music as a part of
their contribution to the day's entertainment.
The Blue Grass
Gospel Travelers also will join us to provide music. Kentucky
authors, David and Lalie Dick (our Bourbon County neighbors)
will display many of their books and offer them for sale.
Remember, too, that the museum has several publications of
history books for sale. Also, George Slade and Bill Penn will be
signing, as editors, Cromwell's Comments, by John M. Cromwell.
Of course, the museum and the annex will be open throughout the
day.
The Museum Grist Mill Day is a special day for the
museum and its staff but also for the entire community. Free
food, free entertainment, free displays, and free tours of the
museum. Plan to bring your family and friends and enjoy the day.
Support the museum and attend Museum Grist Mill Day
VI, Saturday, May 24, 2004, lOAM. - 5 P.M. See you there!
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Lucy Logan Desha
Concert Singer and Teacher of Voice
William A. Penn
Lucy Logan Desha, voice instructor and soloist, was descended from a distinguished Harrison County
family headed by Governor Joseph Desha, her great-great-grandfather.'
Miss Desha's father, Lucius
Desha (1847-1917), was a son of Lucius Junius Brutus Desha (1812-1885), a general in the old army
before the Civil War, and a Southern-leaning member of the Kentucky House of Representatives before
and during part of the Civil War. Two of her uncles, Ben and Jo Desha, were Confederate officers in
the Orphan Brigade. An aunt, Frances Desha, married Hugh Cornelius Duffy, whose children, Lucy's
cousins, were Cornelia, Eleanor, Eliza '1--" ..............
_~
and Margaret, all familiar names to
many older Cynthiana citizens.
]_LUCY ~~::~~oD£SHA,t
Lucy Logan Desha was born
..".::~,+ August 21, 1882, in Harrison County.
Her mother was Elizabeth Wall Ad- 1,
dams (1852-1941), who was from Mason County, near Mays Lick.' Her family moved to Newport by the time she
was eleven, and report cards from New. port Public Schools record her attendance from 1893 through 1898. An
excellent student, she rarely received a
grade less than 97. After public school, )
Miss Desha first studied piano at the
College of Music of Cincinnati. En.~ couraged by winning a piano and voice
contest in her native Cynthiana, Kentucky, town, she continued her voice
training as a soprano. After graduating 1 ......
noA.-:::::
-[ from the College of Music of Cincinnati, she was principal teacher of voice ..._. __ -... •
... in Alabama Central Female College,
Tuskaloosa, Alabama, from 1906-1908. Lucy Logan Desha, ca. 1929 Next she moved to Lucy Cobb Institute,
Athens, Ga. for six years, teaching photograph on cover of a
voice before returning about 1914 to
join the faculty of the Arnold School of Martha W8(shin gton
'
CooflJege Music, affiliated with the College of
hl
C
pamp et,
ourtesy
.
1y rour
c.
M·USIC 0 f C"incinnati.. D'unng h er ap- Ruby
Penn}
proximate
year stay sh e b ecame
head of the voice department and
teacher of piano. Apparently while still
affiliated with the College of Music of Cincinnati, she was hired in 1917 by the Greenspring (Ohio)
Public Schools as supervisor of music.
From various surviving letters, concert programs, and newspaper clippings it appears she left the
College of Music of Cincinnati and joined the faculty of Salem College School of Music in 1923,
remaining through 1928, putting on many concerts and operettas as director of the school glee club. Her
mother, at age 76, traveled to Salem to visit during Christmas 1927. She resigned this position in a
letter dated February 20, 1928, "in view of several conditions over which I have ... had no control," and
moved back to Newport, Kentucky, living at 425 E. Fifth Street.
Her stay in Kentucky was brief, for later in 1928 officials of Martha Washington College in
Abingdon, Virginia, hired Miss Desha as head of the department of voice, and she remained in that
position through at least 1931. Eventually she returned to Cynthiana and taught voice to many students
in the community and county. Lucy Logan Desha died July 16, 1974, age 92. She was buried in Battle
Grove Cemetery.
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Information for this article courtesy of Ruby Penn, Cynthiana, KY.
Desha genealogy information from: DeWitt C. Nogues, Desha Genealogy: A Survey (copies in the Cynthiana-Harrison
County Public Library).
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Harrison County, Kentucky, Historical Publications
available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 112 South Walnut Street, P.O. Box 411,
Cynthiana, KY 41031 (859-234-7179); open Friday and Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM:
- Boyd., Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana. This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the
famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events
connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint. This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of
prominent men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school information is
included. 24 pp. Paperback, 12"xI8". $5.00

- Cynthiana Since 1790. Virgil Peddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the ownerslbusinesses located on each
lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923. 171 pp. (See separate
index below). Paperback. $20.00

-Lndex - Cynthiana Since 1790 (William A. Penn). Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index for his book.
This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map. 30 pp. Paperback.

$3.00

Writings of Colonel William M Moore,(1837-1927) compiled by Andrew B. "Andy" Peak (2002). Includes
1921-1922 articles he wrote for the Cynthiana Democrat about his life. He was born in Harrison Co., but his family soon
moved to Lewis Co., Mo.; in 1849 be moved back to Harrison Co., and he wrote much about life in Cynthiana in the early
1850s; he joined the CSA army in 1861 and fought in battles at Lexington, Mo.; Pea Ridge, Arkansas; and Shiloh, Tenn. The
book includes several family obituaries and two letters that contain Moore genealogy.
10 family photographs; index;
paperback, 71 pp. $10.00/ $3.00 shipping. Limited supply .

-
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- This Old House by Katherine

Wilson. Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison Co.
houses and the families who have occupied them. Much material on Harrison Co. history. Exterior and interior b & w photos
of each house. Originally printed 1956-1957.70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00 (An index is available for earlier editions,
which had no index).
- Cromwell's Comments, by John M. Cromwell

(1862-1951) is a reprint of Cromwell's 1928-194] Cynthiana Democrat
columns on the history of Cynthiana (Harrison Co., KY). A fine writer, Mr. Cromwell covered many topics, including fairs,
horses, fires, churches, businesses, cemeteries, government, Civil War, social events, and the Licking River. Sometimes he
quoted old county histories, updated the information, and then added his personal reminiscences of interesting personalities
from his career as banker and mayor. William A. Penn and George D. Slade, editors. Paperback; preface; 2 maps; 21 photos;
4 illus.; annotated; index; 200 pp. (Cynthiana Democrat, 2002), $10 plus $3 shipping.
Shippinglhandling for above books: Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for first book (unless otherwise noted
above), $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notified if special shipping fees apply. No shipping fee on Index Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks/money orders payable to "Cynthiana-Harrison County
Museum." No credit cards. Prices/fees subject to change.

Miss the Covered Bridge? Support Cynthiana Renaissance
The goal of the Renaissance Kentucky program is to recognize and honor those communities that have
maintained or restored their central downtown areas as safe, vibrant, efficient and functional urban
cores and to provide support and assistance with the development of strategies for those communities
that want to improve their downtowns. One of the key criterias of a successful Renaissance community
is mSTORIC INTEGRITY AND PRESERVATION. Has Cynthiana learned from its many lossesthe covered bridge, the L & N depot (parking lot), the Gavin Morrison house (parking lot), and many
early brick rowhouses around downtown (parking lots)? Join Cynthiana Renaissance and help our town
maintain its historic integrity and educate its citizens about preservation. [William A. Penn]

