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Morgan's Men Tour
On August 24th, I escorted the
Morgan's Men Association on a tour of
Cynthiana's Civil War sites. The group had
rented a tour bus that seated 55. We
visited the courthouse, the site of the old
covered bridge, Keller's Bridge battlefield,
the depot site, CSA memorial at Battle
Grove Cemetery and ended the tour with a
stop at the Cynthiana-Harrison
County
Museum.
Upon arrival at the courthouse, Ken
Hamilton, president of the group, presented
a new Civil War interpretive sign to the
city.
Judge Executive Dean Peak and
Tonya Coleman accepted the sign during
the sign dedication ceremony. The Battle
of Cynthiana Reenactment
Committee
assemb Led several period re-enactors to
participate in the festivities. Next, the
Cynthiana-Harrison
County
Chamber
provided a box lunch for the group in the
upstairs courtroom of the courthouse.
Judge Executive Dean Peak welcomed
everyone and even took a few adventurous
souls on a tour of the clock tower, where
some Union soldiers hid.
The most exciting part of the tour
was the visit to A. Keller, when the large
bus motored down the narrow "Lover's
Lane." Everyone held their breath as the
bus negotiated the steep railroad crossing
and watched in amazement as the driver
turned the bus around in a narrow barnyard
at the lane's end as some amused farm
hands watched. Judge Peak accompanied
us and even presented a brief overview of
the Battle of Keller's Bridge.
Local officials and the Chamber
hope this tour is an indication of the
tourism possible with Cynthiana's Civil
War sites.

The Old Log House
In the year 1790, three years before Cynthiana was chartered as a
town, Dr. James McPheters built a two-story log house at the p~esent
location of Radio Station WCYN. Spaces between the logs were chinked
with mud. When Robert Harrison laid out the town; as lots, streets and
alleys, this location became Lot No. 21, across the street from the Public
Square.
Originally, the house was located at the edge of the. s.treet
Sometime after being built it was covered with weatherboard. ThIS 1.St~e
way that I frrst remember it. Dr. McPheters had his office here until his
death, which occurred in 1799. It is recorded in Deed Book No.5, page
429, dated 11th February 1818, that Dr. McPheters' wife, Elizabe~, sold
the house to Washington Jett for $500 US CUIT~ncy. During the
following years, the town's first newspaper, The Guardian of Liberty,
was printed here. Some accounts state that the buildin~ ~as u~ed as a
courthouse and that Henry Clay practiced law here. This IS unlikely, as
there is no mention of it in the official records of the county, and there
was already a public courthouse in use on the adjoining Public Square.
Guthrie's Arithmetic, the frrst to be published west of the
Alleghenies, was printed in the old house. Later, Hop~ Redmond, a ~ellknown photographer, had his shop here. The Hamson County ~lscal
Court bought the house and the county road department used It for
storage for a few years. Mr. Basil Berry bought t~e,proper:tY from ~e
county and resold it to Dave Rees. Mr. Rees had the weatn~rboardmg
removed. The house was dismantled and reconstructed at Its present
location, several feet from the street. Mr. Rees used the house as a
residence for several years.
.
As you face the front of the house, the right section, with the s~x
windows, is the original house. Mr. Rees bought another lo~ struc~ure in
the county and used the materials from it to add the left section, WIth the
porches. After Mr. Rees' death, Mr. and Mrs. Reed Anderson bought the
property and located their radio station, WCYN, here.
Through the years, many have met up with ghosts in the old
structure. A number of the personnel of the radio station have reported
strange sights, sounds, and movements. I, too, had an encounter with a
couple of the ghosts, "Mac and Elizabeth," when I was ten years of age.
By the way, oItofthe ghosts is known as "Casper."
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Historical Society Minutes
Jane Adams Whitehead
The Harrison County Historical Sodety met at the
library on August 15, 2002, at 7 pm. During the business
meeting Hallie Martin reported that the Harrison Co. High
School was donating two auditorium seats to the museum
for display. Also, a committee has been formed for an oral
history project involving Harrison County veterans of World
War Two, Korean War,Vietnam and the Gu~War.
The program was presented by Rick Chasteen on dry
stone masonry. Mr. Chasteen noted that the Dry Stone
Conservancy is an advocate for training masons for
preserving and building new rock walls. Irish immigrants
taught slaves-to-b:uHd-theantebellum rock walls-in-Kentucey;Although Kentucky's rock walls have no statewide protection
as Tennessee has provided through legislation, Fayette
(ounty has implemented a protection program.
He
mentioned that only about seven percent of the original rock
walls remain.
Using as an example his own attempts at constructing
a rock wall, Mr. Chasteen discussed the difficulties
encountered in applying the techniques of master stone
masons. Part of the learning process is acquiring the ability
to put the right rock in the right place. Other examples he
gave were the new rock walls being newly built or rebuilt on
U. S. 27 between Paris and Lexington.

Next Meeting September 19th
will feature Charlie Tribble, who
will speak on his World War Two
adventures. Mr. Tribble writes a
--weekly column m-the-Gynthiana-:
Democrat on Harrison Countians
in World War Two. Be sure to
attend this informative meeting.

Harrison

County, KY on the Web:

www.cynthianaky.com
(click on
"historical society" for
Harrison Heritage News)
www.battleofcynthiana.org

Cynthiana -Harrison County Museu=">
Martha Barnes
From time to time, visitors to the Cynthiana-Harrison County
Museum will ask staff members to name their favorite item or
display in the museum. Most of us have difficulty in choosing just
one. One of the most popular is the window display of the man with
the moonshine still. Many have taken a second glance at the fellow a "double take" - because he does seem lifelike - and "what is he
doing?"
The museum houses a collection of bottles, labels, barrel making
tools, photos, and other information from the large number of legal
distilleries which used to produce throughout the county. However,
themanin 1fi'e window appears10 usmg aaifferent type of alcohol
distilling equipment.
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The ancient practice of condensing a com crop to an easily
transported product was for many years in Kentucky an honorable
and practical agri-business practice. However, government
regulations concerning licensing and quality control made alcohol
production by the individual no longer cost effective. Thus,
many began secret manufacture to avoid the taxes and
regulations.
Do you suppose this secret manufacturing
continues yet today?
The moonshine still in the museum window was loaned by V.
and Bruce Hill Florence.
It was seized by "revenuers" in
Harlan County and Judge Edward Hill (Bruce's father) asked
that he be allowed to put the still on display. For display
purposes, the Federal agents requested that holes be punched in
it so that it could not be used illegally again. The story is told
that quite a crowd of onlookers watched as the holes were
punched. It was commented that it was sure a shame to ruin
such a fine still with all those holes.
Harold Slade created the display and the mannequin with
assistance from Dorothy Slade, Debbie Pulliam. Randall
Boyers, Vivian and Jerry Lail, and of course, V. and Bruce
Florence. I call the fellow in the museum window "Charlie."
Last Christmas, I really wanted to put a Santa hat on "Charlie."
Mr. Slade disagreed - he said that it would be "out of
character." Now come on, Harold. Surely, the fellow is "a
right jolly old elf." The Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum is
open on Fridays and Saturdays, 10 AM. -5 P.M.
We
desperately need volunteers and model builders. Could you
volunteer perhaps one or two Friday or Saturday morninf~
afternoons each month? 859.234-1053, 234-5835, 234-3 L....I.

3

Hunter Genealogy
Annette Pedersens
Editor's Note: This information was sent to George Slade by Annette Pedersens to supplement the article on the
Blackburnfamily in the July 2002 (3-7) issue of Harrison Heritage News. In that article, the Hunter family was
mentioned briefly in connection with the Blackburn graveyard, which was located on the present Marie Hehr farm
on Old Lair Pike, Cynthiana, Kentucky.
Mary Ann Rohrer was the daughter of Christian Rohrer (b. 1765 in Maryland). She was born in Virginia
about 1802 and was the head of a household of eight in the 1850 census, probably on the David Blackburn farm in
Harrison County, Kentucky. She was Lewis Hunter's mother, husband of (?) Hunter, born in Virginia. Children
by her second marriage include: Catherine, Thirza, Ada, Martha, Ann, and Thomas Blackburn. Lewis, however,
was born in Virginia on December 14, 1828. According to Lewis Hunter's death certificate his father was (blank)
Hunter and mother was Mary Rhorer. He may be with Christian Rohrer or David Blackburn for the 1840 census,
but his suggested age of eleven does not match the ages of males in their family groups.
In 1853, Lewis Hunter married Mariah (also called Maria or Mary). She was born in Kentucky in 1833
and both her parents were born in Kentucky. She kept house, could read and write, and was the mother of four
children, all living in 1900. She died before her husband and is buried in Hillsboro Cemetery. The four children
were: James Wassie Hunter, John Morgan Hunter, Lutie Hunter and Ann F. Hunter.
James Wassie Hunter (b. 1860 - d. 1915)
1860 Census, KY Harrison County, with Lewis Hunter
1870 Census, KY Harrison County, with Lewis Hunter
1880 Census, not found
1900 Census, KY Fleming County (Dist. #2)
1910 Census, KY Fleming County (Dist. #2) Poplar Plains Precinct.
James married Emma Hinton in 1884, Fleming County KY b. July 1859 in KY.
Her father was William Houston Hinton b. about 1821 in KY. He was the son of Hezekia
Hinton and grandson of Vachel Hinton and his second wife Nancy Roy.
Issue: James Morgan Hunter, b. 1885, d. 1906 of tuberculosis.
NellieM. Hunter, b.1887, d.1904.
Lula Belle Hunter, b. 1889, d. 1960 in San Francisco. CA; md. Jasper Warren Wardlow,
b. 1884 in Brown Co., OH.
Charles Ralph Hunter, b. 1892, md. Laura Parks in Lamar, CO (he was blinded in later
years and md. Laura who was also blind.
Hinton Savage Hunter, b. May 1894.in KY; d. 1969, md. Maude Bowman. He moved
to Lamar, CO where he 'lias postmaster from 1945 to ,1964.
James Wassie Hunter married 2nd wife Calla Hinton in 1913 who was the daughter of Samuel R.
Hinton. James died the following year. Calla Hinton was born about 1885 in KY. She never
remarried and returned to her parents home to raise her daughter.
Children: Anna Ruby Hunter, b. Jan. 31, 1915 in Wallingford, graduated from Morehead State
Teachers College, KY. She still resides near Plummers Mills, Flemming County, KY. Married
Morton Kash Watson in 1949 in Lexington, KY; issue: Patsy Anna Watson b. April 1952; she
md. Paul Bumgardener, now divorced.
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Hard Winter at Ruddle's Station
Following is excerpted from Ted Franklin Belue, The Long Hunt: Death of the Buffalo East of the Mississippi
(Stackpole Books, 1996), pp. 122-123.

In 1780 British Major Arent De Peyster dispatched Captain Henry Bird to Kentucky with two field cannon and a
large force of Regulars and Indians. In June, Ruddle's and Martin's Stations surrendered to Bird. 'Warriors torched
the forts, tomahawked twenty unarmed men, women, and children, and matched the rest to Oetroit....
The Hard Winter of 1779-80 [in Kentucky] was bitterly cold. Buffalo turned poor early; turkeys froze roosting in
trees; settlers suffered. The freezes that began in early November did not let up until March .... That December,
Joshua Archer sold wild beef to the inhabitants forted up at Fort Jefferson. But after thirteen months and twenty
days, the Americans abandoned the outpost due to fierce sniping from the Chickasaw. Daniel Bryan brought in
thirty-one horse loads of buffalo at Martin's and Ruddle's Stations - not counting the many hundred-pound meat
bags slung over his pack horse. George Rogers Clark hired Evan Hinton to "lay in a ...large quantity of buffalo
meat for the public service." ,Hinton, George Holman, and Richard Rue drove a four-horse team to Louisville to
get salt. Indians captured them near Beeae's Station; stole their horses, and dumped their salt on the ground. __.
By the end of 1780 a wagon load of buffalo meat, hides, and tallow sold for $100 of inflated Continental currency.
Most could not buy it. William Clinkenbeard quit hunting to learn surveying; buffalo were scarce, he complained,
and he made good money as a chain-carrier. Livestock died, forcing settlers to live on meat hacked from frozen
cow and horse carcasses. Even the buffalo starved, unable to eat the sleet covered cane.

Genealogy Queries
Miller - I am researching Herman H. Miller, 1839-1899. Wife, Rebecca Jane Martin or Nancy Martin (sisters or
cousins). He was thought to have been shot by Taylor Meyers in Berry or Morgan, Ky. Pam Strausbaugh, Email

pam-Ieetgtmsn.com.

Penn - I am seeking information of Lloyd Penn (died July 1863), married to Mary Ann Core (died 1852). Daniel
Ray Evans, Email DanielRayEvans@aol.com.
Queries seekingfamily information are published as afree service. lfyou have a query, please send it
to: William A. Penn, 423 Mill Road Pl., Midway, KY 40347, or email hmms@att.net.ges.

Publications available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 13 South Walnut Street,
Cynthiana, KY 41031 (859-234-7179); open Friday and Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM:
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana. This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the
famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events
connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
- Cynthiana Since 1790. Virgil Peddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted. t~ list the ownerslbusinesses located on each
lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923. 171 pp. (See separate
index below). Paperback. $20.00 - Index - Cynthiana Since 1790. Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive
index for his book. This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map. 30 pp. Paperback.
$3.00

NEW -This Old House by Katherine Wilson. Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early
Harrison Co. houses and the families who have occupied them. Much material on Harrison Co. history. Exterior
and interior b & w photos of each house. Originally printed 1956-1957. 70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00
Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for first book, $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notified if
special shipping fees apply. No shipping fee on Index - Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks
payable to "Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum." No credit cards. Prices/fees subject to change.
Back issues of the Harrison Heritage News are on file at the library. There is an annual index.

