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Civil War Marker Dedication - On August
24, 11:30 a.m., a new Civil War interpretive
sign will be dedicated at the courthouse by
the donors, the Morgan's Men Association
(MMA), based in Lexington. Following the
ceremony, which will be hosted by the
Chamber of Commerce, the group (about
55) will take a tour of Cynthiana's Civil War
sites. The association is composed of descendents of Morgan's Raiders, and meet
annually at a a significant Morgan-related
historic site. The MMA also donates funds
each year at the site being visited for preservation or interpretation projects. The large
sign, 2' x 3', is imbedded in fiberglass and
has an aluminum stand, exactly like those
found at national parks. We hope more of
these signs can eventually be erected at Civil
War and historic sites around Cynthiana
PreservationConference- Tonya Coleman, representing the local Chamber of
Commerce, recently attended "In Tune With
Preservation," a Danville conference hosted
by the Kentucky Heritage Council. Mrs.
Coleman, along with other Kentucky Civil
War sites, made a presentation about the
preservation efforts at Cynthiana, including
the Civil War driving tour, nomination of
Keller's Bridge Battlefield to the National
Register, annual Civil War reenactment, and
the new interpretive sign at the courthouse.
She also met with the staff of the American
Battlefield Protection Program (National
Park Service), whose grant allowed the
Keller's Bridge nomination. They recommended that the Chamber next apply for a
grant for a master plan to interpret Civil War
sites in Cynthiana.

CITY LOT - BATTLE GROVE CEMETERY
The following is written in' the oldest record book available at City
Clerk's Office, Cynthiana, Kentucky:
"December 17, 1868. - James L. Griffith this night produced a deed for
Battle Grove Cemetery to the City of Cynthiana which was approved and
ordered to be recorded as in the following words towit The Trustees of
Battle Grove Cemetery Company do certify that the Mayor & Board of
Councilmen of Cynthiana on this day purchased of them at the price of
One Thousand Dollars which has been paid in full, A Burial Lot being a
part of the Cemetery Grounds in and near the City of Cynthiana which lot
contains about nine thousand square feet of ground and being known on
the Atlas Map as a City Lot in Section C according to the plot of said
grounds. The title which Burial Lot is hereby conveyed to said Mayor &
Board of Councilmen of said City to be held by them and their successors
in office forever, subject to such regulations as may from time to time be
made in pursuance of the Charter of said Company. - In testimony
whereof said Trustees have caused the cooperate seal of the Battle Grove
Cemetery Company and the signature ofl. T. Martin, President and the
th
secretary of the Board of Trustees to be hereunto affixed the 30 day of
November, 1868. (Signed) I. T. Martin, President - C. B. West, Secy. B.

G.C"

GRAVEYARD(OLDPART)-CEASEBURlALS
April 13, 1869. - City Council Meeting - "Whereas Battle Grove Cemetery has been so far completed as to admit of interments - an enterprise in
which every citizen should feel a just pride and whereas the old part of the
Old Cemetery is not now being used for the burial of any person save
county paupers and Negroes - Therefore be it ordained that after ninety
days from the passage of this ordinance, the City Marshall be and he is
hereby empowered and required to prevent interment of any person in what
is commonly known as the "Old Part" of the cemetery in this city which
includes all that part not purchased by the city and laid off into lots to be
sold to individuals."
(Note: The is the earliest date that I have found that refers to the
"Graveyard" as the "Old Cemetery." This wording apparently became
necessary after the new cemetery was established at Battle Grove Cemetery.)
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Marshall School
Teachers/Room
Mothers 1961-1962
William A. Penn

Cynthiana -Harrison County Museum
Martha Barnes

The following list of teachers and room mothers is from
a 1961-1962 PTA booklet found in the estate of Evelyn Byrd
Penn:
Grade 1 - Miss Beverly Steffe (Mrs. Phillip Hickman);
Miss Helen Batte (Mrs. Vic Thompson); Mrs. Mark Bradley
(Mrs. Joshua Cummins). Grade 2 - Mrs. Ben Houston (Mrs.
Lee Golden), Miss Ellen Cox (Mrs. Robt. Parsons); Mrs.
Charles Tolle (Mrs. J. D. Brunker). Grade 3 - Miss Peggy Dunn
(Mrs. Theodore Selin); Mrs. Harold Sims (Mrs. John Owsley).
Grade 4 - Mrs. James Collier (Mrs. Earl Chasteen); Mrs.
Walden Penn (Mrs. Rufus Pulliam). Grade 5 - Mrs. Elmer
Coates (Mrs. Robert Lucas); Mrs. Howard Judy (Mrs. W. O.
Penn). Grade 6 - Mrs. A. T. Wilson (Mrs. G. J. Withers); Mrs. E.
H. Stanley (Mrs. John Richter). Music & Librarian - Mrs. Ruth
Teske; Lunchroom - Mrs. Lois VanDeren; Principal - Harry
Gilbert.
PTA Executive Board: Pres. Mrs. Richard Coe; 1st vp
Mrs. P. E. Claybrooke; 2nd vp Mrs. Joe C. Smith; Secy., Mrs.
George Burke; Treas. Mrs. Bonnie Dailey; Spiritual values,
Mrs. Ben Houston; Memberships/Room Mothers, Mrs. Wm.
Morris; Hospitality, Mrs. Dennis Tussey; Health, Mrs. Ben
Moore; Clothing, Mrs. Gilbert Jarrard; Publications, Mrs.
Robert Dahn; Parliamentarian, Mrs. A. T. Wilson; Scrapbook,
Mrs. David McEwan; Historian, Mrs. Robert Lucas: Yearbook,
Mrs. John Lair.
The Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum is collecting
photographs, scrapbooks, 8mm film, and other memorabilia
from Marshall School and other city and county schools.

Since the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum first
opened its doors eight years ago, Mr. Charlie Tribble has been
one of its faithful contributors. Mr. Tribble enjoys yard sales and he frequently provides interesting items for museum
display. In 1999, he salvaged an unusual contraption from ajunk
sale at Lebus Tobacco Warehouse on Church Street. The item
has a small placard on it with the words, The Tobaccometer Co.
of Madison, Indiana. After much discussion by museum staff
and visitors and several inquiries (including one to the historical
society), the purpose and use of the unit were still unknown.
After many hours of cleaning, repair of the window panel, and
the reattachment of the many tiny pieces of paper fragments to
the rotating drum by Harold Slade, it was determined that the
tobaccometer was a type of calculator or multiplication
machine. It would have been used in the tobacco warehouse to
determine the dollar value of a basket of tobacco when sold.
Near the middle of the rotating drum, there is a column of large
red numbers. These numbers start at 5 and by 5's continue to
700. It is known in the early years, maybe in the 1920's and
perhaps even in the early 1930's, a basket of tobacco was
weighed to the nearest five pounds. It is also known the weight
limit for a basket of tobacco was 700 lbs. Thus, the column of
large red numbers would have to represent pounds of tobacco.
There is a fixed horizontal scale with numbers from 3.00 to
25.00, numbers quite common in those early years for dollars
per hundred pounds of tobacco. Above each dollar figure are
columns of numbers on the rotating drum. These sets of
Next Meeting August 15
numbers are the product of the large red numbers times the fixed
The next meeting of the Harrison County Histori- scale numbers. With 97 prices per hundred pounds available and
cal Society will be Thursday, August 15, 7 p.m. at 140 possible basket weights, one could calculate 13, 580
the Cynthiana library. Rick Chasteen will present product solutions on this machine. In those early days and
a program "Dry Stone Rock Fences." Mr. Chaswithout the machines we have today, this crude box called a
teen will explain why up to 90% of the old stone
tobaccometer was a great time saver over the pencil when
walls have been destroyed, and tell of the renewed
farmers were waiting in line for their checks.
interest in preserving and rebuilding them through-
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out Central Kentucky.
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Corrections:

In the July issue article, "Blackburn Family in
Harrison Co., Ky.", the name of the source was
misspelled: it should be Joe Ruebel. Also, the
information was from the book, Blackbums _
Today and Yesterday by Frances Blackburn
Hilliard, Gateway Press, 1978.

Thanks to Mr. Tribble and Mr. Slade, the tobaccometer
is an impressive addition to the museum. Although the item is a
relic appropriate for the museum's tobacco display, it is now in
the museum annex for it is an interesting feature of the display
of typewriters, adding machines, calculators, and so forth. The
museum staff encourages you to visit - and remember we are
always looking for volunteers and model builders.
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Perry Wherritt: 19th Century Harrison Official
George D. Slade
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Lucinda Boyd writes in her book Chronicles of Cynthiana, published in 1894, the following:
"Perry Wherritt, - The Wherrits were Welsh, but had lived in England many years before they came to America,
which was in the year 1634. Thomas Wherritt, father of Perry Wherritt, was born in the latter part of the
seventeenth century, near Hagerstown, Maryland, where the Wherritts settled when they came to this country. The
Kings came with the Wherritts, and were Scotch-Irish Episcopalians, and settled at Leonardstown, Maryland.
Thomas Wherritt married Margaret King, sister to Major Henry King, who is said to have been a grand specimen
of soldiery manhood,"
"Thomas Wherritt left Maryland, 1794, and came with his family to Scott county (KY), where they lived
several years, then removed to Jessamine, where Thomas Whereat died in 1811, and his wife, Margaret King
Wherritt, died in 1820. Perry Wherritt was born November 8, 1807, came to Cynthiana in his youth, and married
Zarelda Morrison, granddaughter of Dr. Gavin Morrison. In 1851, Mr. Wherritt was elected clerk of the county
court, and held the office, except during the short interval of his imprisonment in Camp Chase in time of the Civil
War, until 1885, when he died. (Note: Battle Grove Cemetery records show that he was buried May 24, 1883, Sec.
A, Lot #77,burial #561) From the time he was elected until the day of his death, he sat in his office, like "Matthew
at the receipt of customs," and gave advice to all poor people of this county, and charged them nothing. He was
not slow to put his hand in his pocket and prove his sympathy for the impecunious. The President of the United
States could not have defeated him
for the office of county clerk."
((His family in Wales had a
Perry
Wherritt coat of arms, but so great a democrat
was he that he would have placed a
(1807-1883) was spreading adder on his letter head more
readily than his crest. He is
county clerk and, mourned for to this day, and missed
sadly by the poor ofthe county. The
in 18~4, mayor of children of Zarelda and Perry Wherritt
are Sarah, who married William
Cynthiana. Photo, Worden; Ann, who married Judge W.
W. Cleary, of Covington; Margaret,
cc· 1880'HiJ:larn~onlwho married
Mr. Alexander
of
ounty
stonca
"Alexander Farm," New Jersey;
.
Thomas of Arkansas; Hannah, who
married C. T. Wilson of this place;
SOCIety.
and Ellen, who married Rev. Mr. Rains
of Tennessee. David Wherritt died
in the south, after having been married
to Mary Rutherford for a few years."
Mrs. Boyd does not mention that Perry Wherritt was Mayor of
Cynthiana. The Cynthiana Democrat, published in June 1896, gives a list of Cynthiana Mayors but does not
mention Perry Wherritt. City Council minutes state that P. Wherritt was duly elected and installed as Mayor of
Cynthiana, April 7, 1864. He presided at numerous meetings during his term of office but his signature was not
affixed to any minutes meeting records. At the April 3, 1865 meeting, Perry Wherritt was allowed $100 salary for
services as Mayor.
Perry Wherritt was arrested and imprisoned at least two times during the Civil War. One of these arrests
was for burying white Union Soldiers in the colored section of the Graveyard on North Main Street. He was a
Confederate sympathizer. Bill Penn, in his book Rattling Spurs and Broad-Brimmed Hats, gives considerable
mention to the activities of Perry Wherritt, who was mayor at the time downtown Cynthiana was sacked and
burned by John Hunt Morgan's troops, June 11, 1864. The mayor tried to use his influence to persuade the Rebels
to pay for what they took but with little or no success.
Gavin Morrison, an early settler from Pennsylvania, and of considerable wealth, in 1800, completed the
building of a large brick house on the north side of West Pike Street, just beyond the present location of the "Old
Jail." Katherine Wilson, in her book, This Old House, tells the interesting history of the house. Perry Wherritt
married Gavin Morrison's granddaughter, Zarelda. They lived in this house for many years and reared seven
children here. An 1870 map of Cynthiana shows that "P. Wherritt" lived in a house on the west side of Miller
Street, second house south of Wilson Avenue. This house is still standing.
In Battle Grove Cemetery, a short distance from the Pike Street entrance, are three tombstones of the
Perry Wherritt family, one obelisk and two lower rectangular types. These are located near the driveway and
across from the superintendent's house. It is Lot No. 77, Section A. On the top of one of the stones, in large
letters, is the word, FATHER and on the front (west side), "Perry Wherritt, 1807 - 1883." Adjacent is a matching
stone with the word MOTHER on the top and on the front "Zarelda Wherritt 1816 - 1877. The south side of the
(Continued on page 4)
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obelisk bears the words "Holman R. Wherritt, Born July 28, 1870, Died Jan. 10, 1882. On the east side, "David H.
Wherritt, Born Dec. 12, 1839, Died April 26, 1872" and just below "Mary R. his wife, Born Dec. 26, 1842, Died,
April 18, 1913."Battle Grove Cemetery records show that Perry Wherritt was buried May 24, 1883, the 56181
burial in the cemetery.

Perry Wherritt's Civil War Arrests
[Source: Penn, William A., Rattling Spurs and Broad-Brimmed Hats, pp. 38-39,44-45,49.]
Harrison County Clerk Perry Wherritt was arrested in September 1861 in a sweep by Federal troops of
influential Southern-sympathizers in the community. Along with Wherritt, the soldiers rounded up the judge of
the county court, county sheriff, county attorney and the newspaper editor, and charged them with disloyalty. All
were taken, without trial, to Camp Chase, Ohio. Whereas most were released in a few weeks, Wherritt was
incarcerated until November 1862. Wherritt and the others arrested were probably outspoken in their support of
the Confederate secession movement, and when Federal soldiers established Camp Frazer on the north edge of
town, local Home Guards immediately pointed out to them these "disloyal" citizens.
Again, in July 1864, after Morgan's fight with Burbridge in Cynthiana, Federal troops arrested Wherritt.
This was after a Cincinnati Gazette article accused Wherritt of the "outrage" of authorizing the burial of Federal
soldiers in the black section of the cemetery. He was released from the Louisville Barracks a month later after
providing affidavits supporting his claim of innocence, arguing the person who dug the graves in the black section
did so on his own.

Genealogy Queries
Miller - Iam researching Herman H. Miller, 1839-1899. Wife, Rebecca Jane Martin or Nancy Martin (sisters or
cousins). He was thought to have been shot by Taylor Meyers in Berry or Morgan, Ky. Pam Strausbaugh,
Email pam-Iee@msn.com.
Penn - I am seeking information of Lloyd Penn (died July 1863), married to Mary Ann Core (died 1852).
Daniel Ray Evans, Email DanielRayEvans@aol.com.
Queries seekingfamily information are published as afree service. If you have a query, please send it
to: William A. Penn, 423 Mill Road Pl., Midway, KY 40347, or email hmms@att.net.

Publications available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 13 South Walnut Street,
Cynthiana, KY 41031 (859-234-7179); open Friday and Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM:
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana. This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories,
the famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and
events connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
- Cynthiana Since 1790. Virgil Peddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the ownerslbusinesseslocated on each
lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923. 171 pp. (See separate
index below). Paperback. $20.00 - Index - Cynthiana Since 1790. Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive
index for his book. This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map. 30 pp.
Paperback. $3.00
NEW -This Old House by Katherine Wilson. Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early
Harrison Co. houses and the families who have occupied them.
Much material on Harrison Co. history.
Exterior and interior b & w photos of each house. Originally printed 1956-1957. 70 pp., new index, paperback.
$15.00
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Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for first book, $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notified if
special shipping fees apply. No shipping fee on Index - Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks
payable to "Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum." No credit cards. Prices/fees subject to change.
Back issues of the Harrison Heritage News are on file at the library. There is an annual index.

