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History Notes
George D. Slade (gslade@setel.com)
THE GREAT DROUGHT OF 1930
The "Great Depression" was just getting under way, then came the "Great Drought of 1930," adding to
the misery. In central Kentucky the usual spring showers were few and far between. This was followed by a
drought that lasted until late October.
At the time there was no Terry Dam and no sewage disposal plant at Cynthiana. The A. Keller Dam
provided the only water reserve. Raw sewage was dumped directly into the river. The city water supply became
a brownish, smelly liquid unfit for drinking or cooking. Water cisterns still existed in the back yards of many
homes and business houses. Many of these were opened and the contents used. Folks hauled water from the
spring back of the county jail and other springs and wells.
Marie Hehr, who at the time was living in the Broadwell community of Harrison County, told this story
to me. "Across from the old Broadwell School, well off the road, lived a black man by the name of Herman
Adair. On his farm, Mr. Adair had a spring that continued to flow during the drought. He allowed anyone who
needed water to come and fill tanks, barrels, cream cans or whatever containers available. Long lines formed
each day. By late summer the flow slowed and the water was rationed. The spring was still providing water
when the rains came in October."
Local newspapers of the times carried several articles relating to the drought. The Cynthiana Democrat
dated July 3, 1930, states, "The continued drought has lowered the river considerably and made the city water
unsafe for drinking. Some thoughtless person threw a dead sheep into the river near the city pump station,
causing an additional pollution of the water."
The Democrat of August 21 says, "South Licking River at Cynthiana, between the temporary dam, near
the Crown Jewel Mill, and the Keller dam, two and a half miles below, is a mass of corruption that smells to
high heaven and is killing hundreds of fish. The water is a deep green color with a lighter scum, and from the
shore looks like a foul soup with hundreds of dead floating fish." The September 4, 1930, Democrat tells of a
mixture to blanket the odor had been spread on the river from above the old covered bridge to below the last
sewer outlet. This mixture was carbolic acid combined with used crankcase oil. Residents reported that the
odor of the carbolic acid was an improvement over the odor of decaying dead fish and slimy sewage.
A temporary dam was built across the river above the old covered bridge. This was done to conserve
the water from the springs along the river bank and also more than 145,000 gallons of water a day that came
from the Home Ice Company. This water was used as a coolant in the manufacture of ice and came from a deep
well. It was sulfur water.
There was much discussion during the drought by city council members regarding the importance of
building a dam below the pumping station water intake. This was not the first of such discussions. As early as
1921, the city commissioners considered the feasibility of building a dam that would connect the abutments of
the old covered bridge. The following year the city purchased the A. Keller Dam. Due to the hardships caused
by the 1930 drought, Terry Dam was built in 1933.
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The Harrison County Historical Society met at
7 P.M, June 20, 2002 at the Cynthiana Public
Ubrary. President Larry Moss presided over the
business meeting.
The subject of CIVilWardriving tour markers
was brought up once again. L. Moss is currently
checking with Charles Tribble and Bill Penn to
determine where the project stands. The purchase
of 13 posts had been approved at the February
meeting.
A motion was introduced to compile a listing
of living WlNII,Korean, and Vietnam veterans from
Harrison County. These men and women would be
interviewed and their experiences would be
recorded and preserved for future generations.
Due to a schedule conflict the planned speaker for
lune was unable to attend the meeting. In his
absence we were fortunate to have Randall Boyers
to address the group. Randall has researched
several of his European ancestors' families
including Boyers, Lemons, Renaker and
Ammermans, among others. His search took him
back to the mid-1700's and beyond. A video of
Randall's travels to various European locales was
also featured.

The next meeting Willbe at J
p.m. Thursday;July 17, 2002. The
speaker willbe Esther Ammerman
who willshare with us the account
of her days as a WASP (Women's
Air Force Service Pilot) during
UWI/.Come and bring a friend; the
public is invited
Harrison County, Ky., on the Web:
www.cynthianaky.com - includes historical society newsletters.
www.battleofcynthiana.org - Civil
War and reenactment information.
Correction to June issue: Civil
War reenactment will be 9/20-22.

Talking Machines Preserved at the Museum
Throughout the eight year history (yes, eight years! This month
we are celebrating our eighth year of operation and success with high
hopes and goals for the future) of the Cynthiana-Harrison County
Museum, there have been several families and individuals who have
been dedicated to the museum and to the preservation of this
community's history.
The Slade families, of course, have been vital to the very
existence of the museum. Two of those Slades are George and Helen.
Among the numerous items which they have contributed to the museum
collection is a wonderful phonograph. They are willing to share "the
talking machine" and its story. Helen Slade's parents, Maud and Elbert
Harris, lived in a house next to Upper Curry Church with their
daughters, Mildred and Helen. When Mildred became a teenager, she
expressed a desire for a "talking machine" like those which some of her
friends possessed. Her parents did not have the funds to buy the
phonograph.
The Harris family had an account with Elmer Colby who ran a
general store and sold everything from groceries to overalls to yard
goods to coal oil. One day Maud told Elmer about Mildred's desire for a
"talking machine." Elmer said that he would order a machine from
Sears, Roebuck & Co., pay for it, and charge it to the Harris' account at
the store. Maud agreed. When the Silvertone - Tri-Phonic - Phonograph
(circa 1928-9) arrived at the railroad freight depot in Cynthiana, Elmer
drove his truck to the depot, picked up the machine, and delivered it to
the Harris' home. It took many months for Maud to repay Elmer with
butter, eggs, and occasionally a little cash. Mildred appreciated the
phonograph and took very good care of it Other members of the family
enjoyed listening to the latest tunes of the times and buying new
recordings when they went to town. Mr. Elbert's favorite tune was "Ain't
Gonna Need This House No Longer." This very "talking machine" is
now on display in the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum. Items and
stories such as this are what makes our museum so special.
The Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum is located at 112 S.
Walnut Street, Cynthiana, Kentucky. Mailing address: PO Box 411,
Cynthiana, KY 41031. Hours are lOAM to 5 PM Fridays and
Saturdays. Telephone: 859-234-7179 (during Museum hours only), or
call 234-1053, 234-5835, or 234-3147. Admission is free.
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Blackburn Family In Hamson Co., Ky,
William A. Penn
One of the earliest brick houses .in HarrisOtl county was built about 180J. by James Blackbum.) who
purchased 11'0 acres on the South Pork
of the Licking River. Today, this is part
'Of the farm 'Of Marie Hehr,
about 'One mile south 'Of Cynthiana 'On.
the New Lair Pike. lames Blackburn
and his wife Jane Rankin moved to
North Carolina, Rutherford County, in
1779, and later moved to Harrison
County,
Ky., in 1791.
James
purchased the farm in 1801 {Deed 'Book
1 p. 612) from Nathan Rawlings March
18, 1801, and descendents believe the
brick house was built so-on after that
land transaction.
Following
her
husband's death about 1810, Jane
Blackburn purchased 106 112 acres
nearby from John Wigglesworth {Deed
Book 4, p. 23"0.) Jane deeded the 1814
acreage to her son Rankin in 1818; in
1831 she gave up the rights to the.
'Original 11{) acre farm. Jane lived past James Blackburn's c. 18<H brick the 183Q 'Census, and may have been
living with her son Thomas R. FecIera1 residence bas lWO_ ol'igtna1Blackburn in Grant County, Ky., at the
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and found the family cemetery near an on a me, the house has a pleasant "Oldhackberry tree. Tombstones existed
then for David Blackburn and two of view of the river. Photo, William A. the sons of David's second wife. Mary.
Ann {R'Ohr) Hunter, who was the
widow 'Of Lewis Hunter, 'Owner of
Lewis Hunter Distillery at Lair, Ky. In a later 1977 visit, descendents found the tombstones had been stolen.
Now a tenant house, Blackburn house is in fair to good condition, but would be a worthwhile restoration project
someday.
Rankin Family:
Jane Rankin's father, David Rankin II, moved to Harrison County, Ky., about 1190, and settled near Cynthiana;
he died in 1789. The children of David Rankin n and Hannah Province Rankin were: William; Thomas, who
married Jane Montgomery; Jane, who married James B1ackburn; Sarah, who married a Mr. Roberts; Hanna, who
married Dr. Gavin M-orrisoo; Mary, who married Nathan Rawlings; David IH, who -married Sally Wh:iool1;·artd
Letitia (Letty), who married Capt James Hays. Lucinda Boyd, in Chronicles of Cynthiana (1894), mentions (p,
9-13) the story of Letitia Hays, whose cabin was ambushed by Indians. The cabin was behind Capt. Desha's
home, which was centrally located on the farm south of Cynthiana, bordered between the Licking River and
Leesburg Pike (U. S. 21), ,the f-arm behind the present post office. Boyd also mentions {po 21), the Revolutionary
exploits of David Blackburn, who was a Tory.
Ut;
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Blackburn Family
1. .James BIa.ckbum married Jane (Jenny) Rankin, and they had twelve sons - William, David, Robert, John,
(la)Thomas, (lb)Rankin, (lc)Simeon, George, and four unknown. Descendants 'OfThomas R. only are presented
because of space Limitations:
la. Thomas R, Blackburn, 8M of James, b. Mat. 22, 1782, Rutherford co., N. C., t1. Apr. 16, 1859, Grant co.,
Ky, M, May l~ 182~ Elizabeth Francis; Jenrungs Co..; Ind., b. July 7., IS01., d-,Aug .. 26, 1851; Grant Co., Ky,
She was d~llghl:et ofWi11iam and Sru-ah franciS who lived in Scott co., Ky., and migrated to Indiana about 1820.
Children ~
Iaa, Wiltiam. Francis, h. Feb. 25, 1825 Harrison Co., Ky., d. May 21, 1"901,nunnewen, Mo., m, Feb. 1'6, 1851,
. Shelby Co., Mo.. fIrst w.ife Charlotte Maddox ~ Children.: Elizabeth h. 1851~ William Conrad h. 1853 d. 1909~
Cassius h. 1854; Martha Jane b. 1856; Joseph Frands b. 1858 (md. Mattie E. Ely 188'6, children of Jo~ph and
Mattie: Lelia (1887-18.93); Blanche b. 1889; Charles b. 18.92 d. 1893). Second wife Emily Jane Ely m. June 25,
l~6'O, b. Sept. 17, 1834, d. Sept. 15, 1913; children: Robert Ely b. 18'61~Edward Lee {18'62-1909); Ctarence
(1864-1878); Harriet b. 1867; Jasper b. 1869; Albert b. 1871; Bruce b. 1875.
lab. James S., b. ca. 183"0,d. c. 1902, m. Aug. 1,1854, Telethia Cammack, b. ca. 1837, d. before 1880.
lac. Rankin, b. ca. 1828; m. ftrst Catherine Judy and 2nd Sarah; Children: Richard, Newt'On, William, Benjamin,
{laca)David, Mary and Sarah Ann. {taca)David Btackb1ll11,son 'ofRankin, -grandson 'ofThomas, had six 'sons and
four daughters; James, William, Benjamin, Robert, Lucien, John, Martha, Sadie, Ida and Maggie.
(COfltiflued on page 4)
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Children of Thomas R. Blackburn, continued from p. 3.
1ae. Thomas R, b. ca. 1831, m. Mar. 25, 1852, Elizabeth Childers, children Clara L. and Florence.
Robert J., b. Apr. 26, 1832, d. Oct. 1, 1895; m. Nov. 29, 1859, Nancy Jane Hedger, b. June 18, ] 838, d. 1895.
laf. John Fenton, b. 1840, was wounded in Civil War, became a physician. Born and died in Grant Co. Spent
many years in Saline Co., Mo.
lag. Mariah F., b. 1837, m. April 22, 1859, J. C. Bellew, children Wallace Bellew, Cin., Ohio, and Rankin Bellew,
Hartwell, Ohio.
lah. Lavinia E.
1b. Rankin Blackburn, son of James, had four sons by his first wife: James, Robert, Edward and John; his second
wife was sixteen when be married her at the age of 84 and they had ten children; he lived to be 104.
Ic, Simeon Blackburn, son of James, had the following children; Boyd, Wood, Elga, Dallas, Bertia, Effie and
Attia.

Information for this article was condensed from photocopies of a Blackburn family history book and other
manuscript photocopies, authors not known, provided by Joe Rubel, Blackburn Antiques, 904 W. Columbia Street,
Farmington, Mo. 63640. Mr. Rubel is a descendant of William Francis Blackburn's son, Joseph Francis, whose
daughter Blanche was Mr. Rubel's grandmother. Note: The Blackburn house is not open to the public.

Genealogy Queries
~

Queries seeking family information are published as afree service. lfyou have a query, please send it to:
William A. Penn, 423 Mill Road Pl., Midway, KY 40347, or email hmms@att.net.

Family Genealogy

If you

have a family genealogy you would like to be published in the Harrison Heritage News, please contact
the editor at the above address, or write us using the address on the top of page one. Limit of one or two pages.

Publications available from Cynthfana-Harrtsen County Museum, 13 South Walnut Street,
Cynthiana, KY 41031 (859~234~7179);
open Friday and Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM:
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana. This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the
famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events
connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
- Cynthiana Since 1790. Virgil Peddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the ownerslbusinesses located on each
lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923. 171 pp. (See separate
index below). Paperback. $20.00 =Index - Cynthiana Since 1790. Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive
index for his book. This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map. 30 pp. Paperback.
$3.00

NEW -This Old House by Katherine Wilson. Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early
Harrison Co. houses and the families who have occupied them.
Much material on Harrison Co. history.
Exterior and interior b & w photos of each house. Originally printed 1956-1957. 70 pp., new index, paperback.
$15.00

r----.

Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for first book, $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notified if
special shipping fees apply. No shipping fee on Index - Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks
payable to "Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum." No credit cards. Prices/fees subject to change.
Back issues of the Harrison Heritage News are on file at the library. There is an annual index.

