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Rattling Spurs
Bill Penn, Editor (hmms@att.net)
Northern KY History Day
I was again able to attend the annual History
Day on March 9 at Northern KY University in Highland Heights, accompanied by my good friend and
former CHS teacher, Earl Pfanstiel. It was cosponsored by the Historical Confederation of Kentucky and historical societies from Boone, Bracken,
Campbell, Carroll, Fleming, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton,
Lewis, Mason, Owen, Pendleton and Robertson
counties. Although Hanison Co. is not in this
association, we were invited as guests. (There is
no association of historical societies in central KY).
Each society displayed publications for sale and
information on their county's historical society or
museum. We had for sale Chronicles of Cynthiana,
Cynthiana Since 1790, and This Old House, and
handed out the Cynthiana Civil WarDriving Tour and
historical society membership information.
Besides these exhibits, there were nine workshops. After an opening speaker discussed the
Battle of Blue Ucks, everyone attended various
workshops. We heard lectures on on-line genealogical research, the Civil War in Augusta, Ky.,
and GermanGenealogy. (One of the CSAsoldiers
killed at Augusta, Capt. Rogers, is buried in the
Graveyardat Cynthiana.)
Wewere told that the best Kentucky on-line Web
site to begin historical and genealogical research is
www.kyvl.org, which is the Kentucky Virtual Library.
This site has links to many other Kentucky-related
history Websites.
I spoke with Karla Nicholson, on the staff of the
Kentucky Historical Society, who thanked us for
sending her copies of this newsletter. She said a
recent survey of 430 museums and history organizations in KY shows they provided educational
programs, exhibits at 322 sites, 194 research libraries, and cared for over 3.7 million artifacts. Our
county was represented in the survey by two
organizations, the Hanison Co. Historical Society,
and the Cynthiana-Hanison Co. Museum.
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Civil War in Harrison County:
Cynthiana Officials Celebrated Surrender of Ft. Sumter
As the minutes of the Cynthiana Board of Councilmen
(below) reveal, the loyalties of the city officials at the outbreak
of the Civil War were clearly with the secessionist movement.
Dr. Beale and Hervey McDowell, both on the city council,
subsequently joined the Confederate army. McDowell recruited
the McDowell Guards, who joined the Orphan Brigade. County
officials apparently had similar sympathies, for in September
1861, Union soldiers arrested the Harrison County sheriff,
clerk, and judge, and sent them to an Ohio prison.
"Mayor's Office, Apri119th, 1861
"The Mayor & Board of Councilmen of the City of Cynthiana
"On motion of Dr. Beale the following motion was adopted
Resolved by the Board of Councilmen of the City of Cynthiana,
that the city Marshall be and he is hereby directed to have fired
a salute of fifteen guns in honor of the surrender of Fort Sumpter
[Sumter], and the secession of Virginia and the Mayor is hereby
empowered and directed to draw his order upon the Treasurer
for an amount sufficient to pay the expense of firing said salute.
" On motion ofW. R. Roper it is ordered that an appropriation
of $25 be made to purchase caps for the guns belonging to the
'Hamilton Rifles and 'McDowell Guards' and that Dr. McDowell be appointed a committee to buy them.
"On motion of L. Oxley, W, R. Roper, Dr. Beale, L. Oxley
and C. G. Land are appointed a committee to enroll all white
Male Citizens over 21 yrs. of age in to a police force subject to
the
rules
and
regulations
of
the
council.
M. L. Broadwell, Mayor

ze",

Called Meeting
Mayor's Office, Friday April
1861
Committee on Police reported that 89 names enrolled which was
ordered to be received and filed.
On motion of W. R. Roper,
Dr. McDowell and W. W. Trimble was appointed a committee
to draft an ordinance to organize the Citizen Police.
M. R. Broadwell, Mayor."
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Historical Society
Minutes

Cynthiana -Harrison County Museum

Jane Adams Whitehead

Martha Barnes

The Harrison County Historical Society met at
7 P.M., February 21, 2002, at the Cynthiana Public
Library. Business included the appointment of a
nominating committee for new officers; also a motion
passed to fund the purchase of 13 posts to be used
by the Cynthiana-Harrison Co. Chamber of
Commerce for the Cynthiana Civil War Driving Tour
site markers. The poles will be numbered by high
school students and erected on the tour sites. The
tour is part of KY's CivilWar Heritage Trail. Members

It is interesting to reflect on the opening of the Cynthiana-Harrison County
Museum back in 1994. Within the confines of one room, just a few items twenty five or so - were proudly displayed. The late Mr. Ben Fritz donated the
first two items. These were farm implements which seem most appropriate for
our agriculture county. A number of Harrison Countians had promised that if
the community had a museum they would contribute to the museum's
collection. Being people of their word, citizens have brought all sorts of things
to the museum.

The speaker for the next
meeting, March 21,2002, 7
p.m. at the library, will be
Joe Brent, a Civil War sites
consultant, who will discuss
the process for preserving
and interpreting
Cynthiana's Civil War sites.
He is now working on a
National Register
nomination for Keller's
Bridge Battlefield.

Hardly a week has passed that someone has not added to the holdings. The
articles are either loaned or donated to the museum. At present, there are
nearly 2000 items catalogued. This does not include a large number of
photographs, newspapers, files,etc. Donors are asked to give as much
information as possible so that the item's Cynthiana-Harrison County's
connection can be documented. Labels are carefully created to give as much
information as possible. Besides giving the local flavor, the informative labels
enable visitors to go on self-guided tours if they wish. Many generous
museum donors have had their items professionally framed or enclosed to
protect them. This, of course, enhances the museum's displays as well.
Mrs. Leona Adams McKinley, for example, has loaned a number of items
which actually tell the story of her family. This display is most attractive as
Mrs. McKinley had most of the articles framed in shadowbox - collage type
frames before loaning them to the museum. Among the items which represent
the heritage of the Phillips, Hodson, Ross, Adams, and McKinley families are
a fan and a small black purse which belonged to Elizabeth Phillips Hodson of
Bristol, England. "Grandma's pin"- (Fannie Davis Phillips Ross); "Grandma's
brooch" which contains a picture of father, Perigan Phillips ill; watch and key
which belonged to Perigan Phillips ill of Bristol, England; a silver bracelet of
Lucretia Ross Adams; an 1864 Electric Magazine of Foreign Literature from
Mary Seton; Geography for Children which belonged to Perigan Phillips
Junior; and a brass spittoon which was given to Dixie McKinley by Clarence
and Frazer Lebus are a part of the display. Personal items of Mrs. McKinley
which she also has loaned are an umbrella, a class ring, a ladies knife which
was a gift from Stanley Blake of Beny Station, and a 1920 ribbon from the
Kentucky State Fair for canning. A framed print ofa French Lady in Waiting
and a framed copy of Herbert Allen Moore's Old Covered Bridge add to the
exhibit. Mrs. McKinley also contributed several items related to the
anniversary celebrations of the county.

~=============~
encouraged the editor to include more genealogy
articles in the Harrison Heritage News.
The planned program speaker was absent due
to illness, and so members presented the following
reports: Bill Penn announced that the Morgan's Men
Assoc. was touring the CivilWar sites here 8/24, and
would fund an $1,800 Civil War interpretive sign.
John Hicks gave an update on the committee that is
preserving black cemeteries in the county. Harold
Slade discussed an upcoming display at the museum
annex which will be a representation of Cynthiana
before 1900 using scale model buildings on an 8' x
12' layout.
Our historical society has been invited to have
a booth at the Northern KY History Day, Northern KY
University March 9. Bill Penn is planning to
participate and invited others to attend. See Janie
Whitehead for more information.

Since the opening of the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum Annex (in the
old Robs Theatre - 124 S. Walnut), more of the museum's holdings can be
displayed and in a more visible and attractive manner. The staff of the
museum appreciates the willingness of this community's citizens to contribute
to the museum and to assist in the preservation and sharing of Cynthiana and
Harrison County's historical treasures.
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FLOODS AT CYNTHIANA, KY.
George D. Slade
The results of the flood of March 1997 at Cynthiana and in parts of Harrison County can still be seen. Many homes
have been elevated above the level of the flood plain, moved or tom down. Some county government offices are at
temporary locations. Most residents will remember Sunday, March 2, 1997 when the river peaked at 28.53 feet. (Ed
Yates, Senior Hydrologist, Ohio River Forecast Center). This would be 8 ~ feet above flood level, more than five
feet higher than any other level since records have been kept. I read a newspaper account of a flood that occurred
here in 1884. This account described boats being rowed near the courthouse. It would be interesting to know how
the two floods compare.
The official gauging of the water level of the South Licking River at Cynthiana is at the Pleasant Street Bridge.
Originally this was done on the north side of the bridge near the middle of the river. There was a locked box attached to the outside of the walkway. At regular intervals the U. S. Weather Bureau observer unlocked the box, removed a line with a weight attached, lowered the weight to the surface of the water and read the depth of the water
from marks on the line. (Sort of like "heaving the lead," as an old sailor might say). I have seen Pat Kehoe, and later,
Marshall Hill do this many times. This method was replaced with an automatic system that is housed in a small
structure at the west end of the bridge on the north side. The mechanism therein is connected to the telephone system. There is an unlisted number that can be called to obtain the water level of the river. At one time I had this number and frequently called it.
Prior to 1997 the highest recorded level of the river was April 13, 1948 when it crested at 23.32 feet. December 21,
1921 it reached 22 feet, plus. Many discuss the great Ohio Valley flood of 1937 but at Cynthiana the river barely
made flood stage at 20 feet. At Claysville, on the Main Licking River, it was a different story. Sunday, January 24,
1937 that river covered the entire village of Claysville. Old citizens, using various landmarks, estimated that on that
day, the river was at least nine feet higher than had ever been observed previously.
The Cynthiana waterworks and pumping station was formerly located at the railroad crossing on Abdallah Park
Road, between the road and the river. Parts of the foundation and settling basins can still be seen. The operators of
the plant had their own method for comparing the various flood levels of the river. They did this by marking the
depth of the water on the boiler room wall. December 21, 1921 it was 24 inches; January 22,1937, it was 4 inches;
April 13, 1948 it was 37 inches.
When I was a kid, living in Belmont, at times of high water, there always seemed to be an audience at the Pleasant
Street iron bridge. They came to see just what might be coming down the river. Of course there would always be
logs and branches from trees but there was usually a variety of other items, such as chickens, cats and dogs riding
atop a log or chicken coop. Men with ropes lassoed logs and pulled them to the river bank to be used as firewood.
The city dump was well populated with rats. During periods of high water the rats were forced to move to a higher
level. It was great sport for some folks to take their guns and dogs and kill rats that had vacated their living spaces
The flood of April 1948 completely inundated the dump forcing all rats to evacuate and seek new quarters. Many
rats took residence in homes and business houses in that part oftown. Shearle Hicks, Sanitary Inspector, distributed
free rat poison to anyone requesting it
ADDENDUM (March, 2002) - Since writing the above I have been in contact with Mr. Edward Yess. Senior Hydrologist, Ohio River Forecast Center, Wilmington, Ohio. He was the person who forecast the March, 1997 flood on
the South Licking River and established the official crest of the river at Cynthiana during that flood. He said that the
gage that is housed in the small structure (gage house) at the west end of the Pleasant Street Bridge was inaccessible
due to the high water. I inquired of him that if the gage was inaccessible then how was the crest determined?
Mr. Yess replied: "George, after further research, I may have been incorrect in saying the crest was measured by
high water mark. I've looked at the gage description provided by the USGS and it indicates that the water level
reaches the recording instruments in the gage house at elevation 28.90 feet. That seems to say that the instruments
were about 3-4 inches above the water line in March 1997. What I don't know is if they continued to operate or not.
That will take some more research ...."
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Genealogy Queries from Members
~

Queries seeking family information are published as a free service to our members. If you have a query, please
send it to: William A. Penn, 423 Mill Road PI., Midway, KY 40347, or email hmms@att.net.

Family Genealogy
If you have a family genealogy you would like to be published in the Harrison Heritage News, please contact the
editor at the above address, or write us using the address on the top of page one.

Are Old Buildings Worth Preserving?
"A community's heritage and history are made up of many parts, ...the community's buildings, residential, public,
and commercial - buildings that stand as relics of long ago, as examples of architectural worth, as the scenes of
historical events. They include, as well, the buildings that have fallen victim to fire, neglect, and 'progress,' and
that exist today only in pictures and in written descriptions. Of all the pieces that compose our history, it can be
said that buildings probably are the most tangible. The men and women are in their graves and often little
remembered; the events that once seemed so important are known only through the pages of books and
newspapers. But the residences and the business houses that remain are visible links with the past. The very logs
and lumber, stones and bricks of years gone by exemplify architectural styles that changed from decade to decade
through two centuries. No one expects a city such as Lexington [ or Cynthiana] to remain as it was at some period
in its past, to exist, like Shakertown, for instance .... A city must be vibrant; it must change to meet changing needs.
Nevertheless ...the people of any city must have respect for the past as well as interest in the future. They must
realize that there is value in preserving and honoring their heritage and that their future will be richer because of
their regard for their past."
From Burton Milward's foreword to Vestiges of the Venerable City, Clay Lancaster (1978).

Publications available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 13 Soutb Walnut Street,
Cynthiana, KY 41031 (859-234-7179); open Friday and Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM:
- Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana. This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes familyhistories, the
famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events
connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
- June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint. This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of
prominent men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school information is
included. 24 pp. Paperback, 12"xI8". $5.00
- Cynthiana Since 1790. Virgil Peddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the ownerslbusinesses located on each
lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923. 171 pp. (See separate
index below). Paperback. $20.00 - Index - Cynthiana Since 1790. Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive
index for his book. This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map. 30 pp. Paperback.
$3.00
NEW -This Old House by Katherine Wilson. Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early
Harrison Co. houses and the families who have occupied them Much material on Harrison Co. history. Exterior
and interior b & w photos of each house. Originally printed 1956-1957. 70 pp., new index, paperback. $15.00

r"

Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for first book, $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notified if
special shippingfees apply. No shippingfee on Index - Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks payable
to "Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum." No credit cards. Prices/fees subject to change.
Back issues of the Harrison Heritage News are available. Fee is the actual photocopying cost plus shipping.

