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Battle of Cynthiana Reenactment
on Historic Desha Fann Site
The Battle of Cynthiana Reenactment Committee will present a fourth Civil War reenactment September 21-23. The location will again
be at the Elk's Club fann on the Oddville Pike.
Although this is not part of the Cynthiana battlefields, the location has several interesting and
important connections to the Civil War.
This site is part of the original Gen. Lucius
Desha fann, which was inherited by the Duffys.
After the death of the last Duffy family member
in 1987, the fann was subdivided and sold.
Adjacent to the Elk's property is the restored
Lucius Desha home, "The Oaks." Desha was a
member of the Kentucky legislature early in the
war, and a prominent Southern sympathizer.
His two sons, Jo and Ben Desha, recruited CSA
companies from Harrison County.
The parcel purchased by the Elk's Club
contains an African-American cemetery. John
Hicks is leading an effort to restore this historic
graveyard. Desha's slaves fled in 1862 to join
the Union anny, but later returned home, probably because at that date African-Americans were
not pennitted to volunteer in Kentucky.
Morgan's Raiders traveled down the Oddville Pike in front of the present-day Elk's Club,
after both the 1862 and 1864 battles. After the
last engagement of the Second Battle of Cynthiana, June 12, 1864, only a short distance away
on the Millersburg Pike, Union cavalry was in
close pursuit of the Rebels retreating down this
road toward Claysville.
The Elk's have another connection to the
Civil War in Cynthiana. In 1914, on the fiftieth
anniversary of the Second Battle of Cynthiana,
Confederate and Union veterans held a reunion
at Cynthiana at the old Elk's Home, later demolished, which stood on Clifton Road, between
Pike and Bridge Streets. "Thanks" to the Elk's
for allowing the reenactment on their property.
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History Notes
George D. Slade (gslade@setel.com)
INDIAN CREEK COVERED BRIDGE (Falmouth Pike)
George D. Slade (1994)
Maybe this was a dream but it seems so real to me. To begin - My
folks told me that I was born in a little white-washed house, on a
hillside just north of the Dick Lane home, on the east side of the
Falmouth Pike, two miles north of Cynthiana, Kentucky, March 12,
1916. In 1919 we moved to another house on the same farm, today
(1994) owned by the James L. McCauley family. My brother, Ralph,
was born here in 1920 . We lived at this location until 1922, moving to
A. Keller in March of that year.
This is what I think I remembered, or dreamed. - There was a
wooden covered bridge across Indian Creek on the Falmouth Pike.
Sometime in my early memory, while we lived on the Falmouth Pike,
the bridge collapsed or at least a part of it collapsed. Seems to me that
this occurred on a Saturday night. On Sunday folks came from near and
far to view the happening. I would think that if the bridge did collapse,
it would have happened during the years 1919 to 1922.
I have spoken to older folks about the bridge. Some recall that
there was a covered bridge at this location. Some believe that it was
still there in 1925 or later. Perhaps if the bridge did collapse it was
repaired and continued in use.
Ellis R Hill, in his eighties at this writing, remembers of many times
crossing the bridge in a buggy with his father. He related that robbers
sometimes used the bridge in which to hide, then waylay travelers as
they passed through. On one occasion his father heard voices and
whistles coming from inside the bridge as he approached. Mr. Hill drew
a pistol from his pocket and fired two rounds into the air. He then
passed through the bridge unmolested.
As further evidence of a
covered bridge at this location, I found the following newspaper
articles:
Cynthiana News, dated June 23, 1870. - "Indian Creek
Bridge - Green Remington, the Contractor for this bridge, has finished
it in an extraordinary short time. We understand that it was ready for
use yesterday. Just 22 days have passed since the job was commenced.
The names of the hands at work were J. H. Miller, C. Rankin, R
Rankin, Joe Beckett, D. Bradshaw and James Florence." Log Cabin,
September 3, 1920. - "The Falmouth Pike at Indian Creek is temporarily closed while a new iron bridge... [replaces] the old wooden structure. Traffic is being detoured by way of the Oddville and Nagel pikes.
The bridge will probably be ready for traffic the first of next week."
Log Cabin, September 10, 1920. "The new iron bridge over Indian
Creek, on the Falmouth pike, about 1Yz miles from town, is about
completed and open for travel." It seems now that a wooden covered
bridge, spanning Indian Creek was real, not a dream. Surely there must
be a photo of this bridge out there; if so I would sure like to see it.

- ..

2

Historical Society
Minutes

Cynthiana -Harrison County Museum

Jane Adams Whitehead

Martha Barnes

The Harrison County Historical Society met
at the library at 7 P.M. August 16, 2001. Dave
Kennedy, Administrative Assistant, City of
Cynthiana, discussed the Kentucky Renaissance
Program. Cynthiana has reached the bronze
level, with a goal of silver and gold. Mr. Kennedy,
who is also building inspector and serves on the
Planning and Zoning Board, went over upcoming
Renaissance related goals. The Renaissance
program encourages market studies, storefront

The next meeting of
the Historical Society
will be September 20,
2001, 7 PM at the
library. Bill Penn will
speak on Civil W 3JI' Col.
George W. Berry.
improvements, tourism,
and
downtown
beautification projects. Cynthiana will need to
approve a historic district in order to reach the
gold status. The city has received a grant to
employee Bobbie Smith, Kentucky League of
Cities, to oversee the Renaissanceefforts. She
will lead public meetings to educate citizens of the
program .and help downtown merchants, civic
organizations, and local government work
together effectively. Tonya Coleman, vicepresident of our historical society and director of
the Cynthiana-Harrison Co. Chamber of
Commerce, has been heavily involved in the
Renaissanceprocess. The Chamberis working on
an update of a downtown walking tour. Mr.
Kennedy suggested that the historical society
could help in cataloging buildings to be nominated
to the National Reoister of Historic Places.
HARRISON HISTORY ON THE WEB:
www.cynthianaky.com (back issues of this
newsletter, local history articles)
www.battleofcynthiana. org (description of
battles, list of units, reenactment information
this year September 21-23, Elk's Farm)

Civil War Exhibits
James Madison Wilson was born on March 4, 1838. When the Civil
War began in 1861, he volunteered to the Union Army and eventually
became captain of Company A, 18th Kentucky Volunteer Infantry
Regiment.
After the war, he was in business in Williamstown and
Falmouth. He was the first mayor of Falmouth and later the postmaster.
Captain Wilson died November 22, 1918. One of his sons, James
Thomas Wilson, became editor and publisher of a Cynthiana
newspaper, The Log Cabin. A great-grandson of the captain is James
Evans Wilson of Harrison County.
He has loaned his greatgrandfather's uniform to the Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum.
Thanks to the expertise of Harold Slade, with the assistance of his wife,
Dorothy, Herbert Allen Moore, and Ted Woodley, Captain Wilson's
Civil War uniform is very handsomely displayed and provides the focal
point of the museum's collection of Civil War memorabilia.
Another great-grandson of James Madison Wilson, Richard T.
Wilson has loaned to the museum the Civil War sword presented to Lt.
J. M Wilson by the members of his company. A detachment of the 18th
was part of Cynthiana's defense when Morgan attacked in 1862.
Wilson's Civil War blanket and his belt and buckle are also on display.
Cannonballs of three different sizes from the Cynthiana battles
are also in the museum's collection. One has been loaned by Jim Bob
and Hallie Martin, another by Burton Kimbrough. Mr. Kimbrough's
cannonball was found by his grandmother, Addie Eveleth Phillips, in
their yard after the battle. She was a little girl about six or seven at the
time. The largest cannonball is from the James S. Whaley collection
and was purchased by Charlie Switzer for the museum at Mr. Whaley's
auction. In addition, a Confederate cavalry flag, two Union swords, a
stirrup, bullets, a bullet mold, a gun hammer, and numerous pictures
and books related to the Civil War in Harrison County are a part of the
exhibit.
According to tradition, during fighting of the Second Battle of
Cynthiana, a hole was made by a cannonball in the building at the
comer of Pike and Court Streets. When the building was tom down in
1929, the portion with the hole was preserved and for many years was
in the collection of the Kentucky Historical Society in Frankfort. Now,
the "hole is back home" and is on display at the museum.
During the second battle of Cynthiana (1864), Federal Adjutant
Edmund Wood and another young man were hiding in a dark recess of
the courthouse clock tower when Confederates surrounded the building.
A bayonet scabbard, later found in the clock tower, is believed to have
belonged to one of these men. The scabbard is on display at the
museum, thanks to Robert Lake.
The Cynthiana covered bridge was an important site during the
Civil War and there are a multitude of "bridge items" as well as models
at the museum. In addition, Robert Poindexter has loaned several
impressive items related to Abraham Lincoln. The Civil War was a
significant time in the history of Cynthiana and Harrison County.
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Col. George W. Berry:
Civil War Provost Marshal and Squire of Hill Top Stock Farm
William A. Penn

(

Harrison County native Col. George W. Berry played an important role in the defense ofCyntbiana when
Morgan's Raiders attacked in both 1862 and 1864. This summer, during visits to his old home, which is still standing
in Berry, Ky., my interest in his wartime service was renewed. The following overview of his life was put together by
reviewing scattered citations in my own book and by looking through Berry family genealogy files obtained from
relatives Charles R. Berry, Frances Jewell Hammond and Susan Young Caron. Unfortunately I have been unable to
locate a picture of Colonel Berry.
George Warren Berry was born April 15, 1803, the first of ten children of John and Elizabeth Berry. John
Berry, (1760-1838), moved from Augusta Co., Virginia, to Fayette Co., Kentucky in 1791. In 1799 he moved to
Harrison County and settled on his Revolutionary grant of 400 acres on the Licking River, north of Bowman's Mill,
near present-day Robinson. On June 4, 1802, he married Elizabeth Claypoole (1781-1863) from Culpepper County,
Virginia.
When he was twenty-two years old, George Berry married Evalina Goddard (1807-1845) February 19, 1829.
Their children were John M., James Warren, George (Bob) Warren Jr., Margaret Ellen, Edward Stanley, Thomas and
Anastasia Evalina. After her death, he married a second time to Elizabeth Adelaide Jamison January 4, 1849. They
had a son, Edward Stanley. George Warren Berry, Jr., was called "Robert" or "Bob," possibly to avoid being
confused with his father.
In 1836 George W. Berry built a large story-and-a-halfbrick house on his Hill Top Stock Farm, overlooking
present-day Berry, Kentucky. The village of Berry was established about twelve miles north of Cynthiana on land
donated by Mr. Berry when the Covington & Lexington Railroad constructed tracks through Harrison County in 1854.
In 1856, he built the first store and established the "Berry's Station" post office as postmaster. Berry became a
stockholder in the Harrison County Agricultural and Mechanical Association when it was organized in 1856.
When the Civil War began Berry was fifty-eight years old and a hefty 200 pounds, too old to volunteer in the
regular army. Instead, he organized a company of Harrison County Home Guards. Home Guards were established for
"home and local defense" and assisted Federal troops in guarding the railroads and protecting public property from
guerrillas. The first such units were called Police Guard - Kentucky Central Railroad, and guarded railroad bridges.
As captain, Berry commanded one of these units with fifty-eight men from September 19 to October 19, 1861. The
fact that two of his sons, George W. (''Robert'') and James M. joined the Confederate army, no doubt against his
wishes, must have caused him much pain and embarrassment. Robert rode off to join John Hunt Morgan's raiders.
In 1861, several Home Guard units from local counties held a joint drill commanded by Captain Berry on a
farm near Cynthiana that drew a large and enthusiastic crowd. An observer noted, "With his portly person encased in
a uniform of Home Guard grey, with its red facings, gold buttons, gold braid, gold cord and immense epaulettes, Capt.
Berry was ...a grand and heroic figure." Southern sympathizers detested the Home Guards, who would spy on the
homes of Rebel soldiers hoping to
make an arrest of returning soldiers or of
citizens displaying "disloyal"activities.
By July 1862 Berry had been
named provost marshal of Harrison
County, apparently with the rank of
colonel. In early July 1862 two prominent Harrison County Southern sympathizers were acquitted for disloyalty in
a Federal court. Federal prosecutors
had accused State Representative Lucius
Desha of recruiting for the South and
his son-in-law, John H. Dills, for joining
the Confederate army. Furious proUnion Harrison County men held a public meeting at the court house and Co1. Colonel Berry built this brick house in Berry was among the speakers who advocated a resolution calling for Desha 1836, overlooking Berry, Ky.
The and Dills to leave the county under threat
of being shot. However Desha, who porch appears to be a later addition. before the war was president of the agricultural association in which Berry Photo c. 1940. (Susan Y. Caron)
was a stockholder, and Dills refused to
leave.
During Col. John Hunt Morgan's first Battle ofCyntbiana, July 17, 1862, Berry's Home Guards, and similar
untrained units from nearby counties, fought side-by-side with the 18th Kentucky Volunteers under Lt. Col. John J.
Landram. The Home Guards were ordered to defend against Morgan's flanking movements (continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3) on Magee Hill and to support Union troops making a stand near the depot. Far
outnumbered, the small Union garrison at Cynthiana finally surrendered, after a valiant fight in which many Home
Guards became casualties. Berry petitioned the general assembly in August, 1862, asking for compensation for
services rendered, but it appears only wounded Home Guards received payments.
By early 1863, Congress approved an enrollment act along with a new bureau, the Provost Marshal
General's Bureau, to be in charge of all recruiting, either by volunteers or by draft. Colonel Berry was appointed
provost marshal for the Kentucky Sixth District, ten northern Kentucky counties, including Harrison. From his new
headquarters in Covington he was authorized to have uniformed and armed companies of soldiers in his district to
support the enrollment process. A surgeon under Colonel Berry examined all recruits and draftees in the district.
Col. Berry's service included overseeing the listing of enrollees in August 1863, which was later used in the July
1864 draft. In March 1864, a month before the War Department authorized recruiting African American soldiers in
Kentucky, Col. Berry wrote his commanding officer: "Although in several portions of my district opposition to the
enrollment is threatened ...in several other parts, my Deputies inform me that the blacks are anxious to enlist."
Morgan's Raiders appeared a second time in June 1864. Colonel Garis's 168th Ohio was dispatched by
train to Cynthiana from Cincinnati. Colonel Berry joined them at Boyd's Station, not far from Hill Top Stock Farm.
On the morning of June 10 the soldiers, with Berry present, camped near the Cynthiana depot. As morning broke on
June 11 General Morgan, with 1,200 men, attacked Colonel Garis, whose strength was only 300 men. The initial
fighting was around the covered bridge, but the Federal troops, under severe fire, sought the protection of the depot.
Surrounded, the men inside the depot suffered many casualties in a half-hour barrage of musket fire before finally
raising a white flag.
During the intense fighting at the depot, Colonel Berry suffered a mortal head wound. Attendants placed
Berry on his back in the depot with a piece of plank under his head. After hearing someone say he had a son serving
with Morgan, a Confederate soldier sent for his son, George W. (Bob) Berry, who was serving as commissary on the
staff of one of Morgan's officers. After a tearful reunion with his son, friends moved Berry by train to his home in
the village bearing his name. He was transported using a door as a stretcher. On June 17, 1864, Colonel Berry,
sixty-one years old, died in his residence. The news of his death caused a great outpouring of sympathy from the
northern Kentucky area, whose citizens fell within the sixth district boundary Berry commanded as provost marshal.
Trains from Covington carried 500 mourners to his funeral the following Sunday. Surprised by the large
attendance, the organizers of the funeral service moved the site from a church to the city graveyard on North Main
Street where Berry owned a lot. A detachment of the 168th Ohio National Guard participated in the elaborate
military ceremony. Morgan's report of the battle callously noted Berry's death with a derisive reference to the late
provost marshal's role in arresting citizens: "Col. Berry ...was killed much to the joy of all the citizens; they had
suffered terribly at his hands." Although the local Southern sympathizers may have shared this viewpoint, the great
turnout for his funeral was a testament to the affection and respect his friends, family, and fellow soldiers held for
him after he fell fighting to preserve the Union.
After his death, Hill Top Stock Farm remained in the family until the last family member, John Snell Berry,
sold it at public auction in 1972. After a succession of owners, Billy Huffman now owns the farm. The old house
where Colonel Berry reared his family, and where he died, currently stands empty. Today, there is no tombstone on
his lot in the Old Cemetery, and one can not be located in Battle Grove Cemetery. Perhaps his body was moved to
a family cemetery descendents remember being behind his house, but no tombstones remain on that site.
SourceslNotes: Rattling Spurs and Broad-Brimmed Hats, William A. Penn (1995) pp. 10,12, 15,17,58,88,102, lO8-109, 141; Berry family files Cynthiana-Harrison County Public Library; Kentucky's Bluegrass: A Survey of the Post Offices, Vol. 2 (Robert M. Rennick, 1994).
Will Goddard, the subject of Uncle Will of Wildwood, by Frances Jewell MeV ey & Robert Berry Jewell, (University Press of Kentucky, 1974),
as a young orphan lived with his aunt Evalina and Colonel Berry at the Hill Top Stock Farm..
(Left) View from west of Colonel
Berry's house. On each side of a center hall are two rooms; the ell contains the dining room and kitchen.
Two enclosed stairs are off the hall.
(Right) This frame smokehouse is the
only remaining original outbuilding.
(photos by Wm. A. Penn, 2001)

