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Ghosts of the
When I was about fourteen I had a Courierpaper route. The area, as I recall, was
from Church Street west, including downtown,
and Belmont. My mornings o1ten started by
being awakened by a pre-dawn tap on my
bedroom window by fellow paper deliverer Jesse
Alexander. From Battle Grove, we would ride our
bikes to pick up the papers that had been
dropped off at the Harrison Hotel.
I remember the pungent smell of the
and weeds and the early morning fog along the
Ucking. As I pedaled my Schwinn from house to
house, I passed by a couple of sites, usually in
darkness, that held uncomfortable memories.
One was a tree where a grade school classmate
had fallen to his death, and another was a
house in Belmont where a gruesome suicide
had taken place.
I was very much interested in Cynthiana
history in the late 1950s, and in the quiet early
mornings I could easily visualize the ghosts of
Morgan's Raiders and the desperate fighting
that took place during his Second Battle of
Cynthiana when he attacked at dawn. Riding by
the court house, I would imagine the Union
soldiers firing out of the upstairs windows just
as described in the old books Mrs. Burgan
showed me in the public library over the City
Hall. I would sit on my bike daydreaming of the
Rebel cavalry pounding down Main Street facing
fire from the cannon of Capt. Glass and his
brave crew on the court house yard. But the
spell would break when I smelled the fresh
donuts from the bakery on Pike Street.
One morning along Water Street I noticed
a rusted and dilapidated Civil War carbine with
a makeshift sling lying in the yard that apparently had been used by some kids for playing
"war." It was probably dropped by one of my
ghost soldiers and became an exciting "find"
some ninety years later for some lucky child.

Railroad Dates Significant to Harrison County
1847 - Kentucky Legislature grants articles of incorporation to
and Lexington Railroad Co., March 1.
1849 - Above repealed and a new charter granted authorizing
"construction of a railway, with single or double tracks, from Covingto Lexington, and any town or place in any of the counties through
the road might pass or in any adjoining counties." Name changed
Covington and Lexington Railroad Co. (C.L.R.R).
1850 - Let contracts for construction of first 18 miles of road
which had been previously surveyed.
1851 - Let contracts for superstructure of the road. (All that was
not previously contracted.)
1852 - Wm. K. Wall deeds land to Covington-Lexington Railroad
for depot, "adjacent to the town of Cynthiana on the south side."
1853 - C.L.RR completed to Falmouth and service begun to that
place, October 17.
1853 - Maysville-Lexington RR completed Paris to Lexington.
train passes from Paris to Lexington December 22, 1853.
1854 - C.L.R.R completed to Mr. Robinson's mill, 8 miles north
of Cynthiana, April 13. C.L.RR completed to town limits of Cynthiana, May 18.
First passenger trains run between Cynthiana and
Covington, May 22.
Barbecue held at Cynthiana to celebrate the
completion of the railroad to this place, June 8. Estimated that 15,000
to 20,000 people attended.
Cynthiana News reported that "The
amount of provisions destroyed on this memorable occasion was: In
notions, $80; Loaves of bread 650; Hams, 50; Number of Beavers
killed, 6; Number of Shoats killed, 25; Number of Sheep killed, 75."
C.L.RR completed to Paris and trains began running, September 27.
1855 - Cynthiana News, Jan.4. reports "C.L.RR has leased the
Lexington-Paris section of the bankrupt Maysville-Lexington R.R"
C.L.RR. cars running from Covington to Lexington and return, January 11.
1863 - Covington-Lexington RR. re-chartered as Kentucky Central RR
1886-1985. 1886 - Kentucky-Central RR falls on hard times and
goes into receivership. 1889 - Louisville & Nashville R.R. acquires
entire capital of K.C.RR
1913 - Double tracking of L&N RR
through Harrison County completed.
1961 - Start work of taking
down railroad passenger depot building at Cynthiana. 1968 - Last
scheduled passenger train stops at Cynthiana, March 7. 1986 - C.S.x.
Transportation acquires L&N RR
1985 - Completed return of the
railroad to a single track in Harrison County. Ed. Note: Mr. Slade
welcomes inquiries on Harrison Co. history by letter or email.
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Historical Society
Minutes

Cynthiana ...Harrison
County Museum

Jane Adams Whitehead

Martha Barnes

The Harrison County Historical Society met
at the library at 7 P.M. July 19, 2001. Dorothy
Slade presented a program on fraudulent
charitable organizations.
Robbie Toomey,
president, discussed possibly applying for grants
for local historic preservation projects such as a
museum building, a Keller's Bridge interpretive
site, the preservation of the Desha slave cemetery
at Elk's Farm, or Ruddell's Station rebuilding. He
will look into available grants and report back.

The next meeting of
the Historical Society
will be August 16, 2001,
7 PM at the library.
Report of the Battle of Cynthiana Reenactment
Committee meeting August 4 (Inserted here to
update members):
Chairman David Moore reported donations
to date of $1,100 with another $600 pledged
toward the budget of $2,500.
Mr. Moore,
assisted by Dan Clifford, Bill Wright, Mike Palmer,
Robbie Toomey and others, has been contacting
reenactors, arranging supplies, and beating the
bushes seeking donations. We are expecting
another large turnout of reenactors and up to five
artillery pieces. Professional impersonators of
Robert E. Lee, Jefferson Davis and Abraham
Lincoln will be present. Capt. Ralph Marcum is
Battlefield Commanderfor his 4th year. The 4th
reenactment will be Sept. 21-23 at the Elk's Farm.
School children for the first time will be bussed to
see the camp Sept. 21. The Boy Scouts will park
cars. Next meeting 10 AM August 18 at Elk's
picnic area. This is a committee jointly authorized
since 1998 by HCHS and the Cynthiana-H.C.
Trust, with a separate bank account, Don Mills,
Treasurer. (Bill Penn).
HARRISON mSTORY ON THE WEB:
www.cyntbianaky.com (back issues of this
newsletter, local history articles)
www.battleofcynthiana.org
(description of
battles, list of units, reenactment information
this year September 21-23, Elk's Farm)

Last week's Cynthiana Democrat (August 2, 2001) featured a
front page article about the community's new industrial park. The
headline, "Industrial Park Ready for Occupancy," leads into a
story which tells of the great hope and need for new industry in
Harrison County.
It seems ironic that the same copy of the Democrat contains
a brief article regarding the second annual Kawneer reunion to be
held August 11,2001 for former employees and their families.
The Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum has on display a
number of items related to business and industry which are no
longer in existence except in the memories of citizens. At the
museum are two copies of a book, The Kawneer Story,
(presented by Doris Fryman and Jack and Nora McCauley).
Other Kawneer memorabilia at the museum are a pair of gloves
(Butch and Norma Houston), coasters (Esther Ammerman), and
numerous Kawneer newsletters and papers. With Kawneer's
arrival in Harrison County, this area became industrialized.
Kawneer, Cynthiana and Harrison County's first factory, opened
November 20, 1950. Kawneer carne from Lexington to "set up
shop" in a Quonset hut at Abdallah Park.
Kawneer was founded by Francis John Plym who was
granted a patent for a resilient metal framing for glass on May 15,
1906. An architect, Plym had used his invention in the design of
a new department store. When the time came to get the new
windows ready for the store, Plym worked with Henry Weis
in his Kansas City sheet metal shop. Weis' shop was located
down by the Kansas River, the "Kaw," as it is called by Kansans.
When Plym applied for his patent, he thought of the hard work
down near the Kaw river. He called his new product, "Kawneer.
The first Kawneer manufacturing plant was in Niles, Michigan in
1907. The company expanded and plants and warehouses were
established all over the country. As early as 1946, Kawneer
opened a plant in Lexington, Kentucky.
In 1948, Kawneer got a subcontract for the Lexington plant
to make shelving for refrigerators. The company solved the
technical problem of assembling and riveting the aluminum wire
trays and shelves in volume. So great was its progress that a new
plant was opened in Cynthiana. The Cynthiana plant
manufactured aluminum shelves and trays for major appliance
companies such as G.E., Whirlpool, and Frigidaire.
A number of Harrison Countians moved to Carrollton when
Kawneer opened a plant there. On April 30, 1970, Kawneer
announced that the plant would be closing its doors in Cynthiana
Fortunately, the 3M plant opened on New Lair Pk. that same year.
The Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum strives to hold on
to our past so that we might learn from it and move forward to
our future.
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Landmarks on the South Licking in Harrison County, Ky.
John M. Cromwell, (excerpts from Cromwell's Comments, Cynthiana Democrat,
Edited by George D. Slade and Bill Penn

February

21,1929)

From the standpoint of environment, at least, the writer [John M. Cromwell] believes he is qualified to do
justice to his subject, since he was born on the banks of South Licking, spent the first six years of his life on a spot
from whence a baseball could have been tossed into its flowing waters, and grew to young manhood within five
minutes walk of its beetling [overhanging] cliffs.
The south fork of Licking is formed by the confluence of Hinkson and Stoner a few hundred yards below
Ruddells Mills in Bourbon County. It takes its meandering way thru Harrison and into Pendleton, emptying into the
main stream at Falmouth. As "Lindy"· would fly, from source to mouth its course is short, about 35 miles, but as the
stream takes its winding way this distance would probably be more than doubled.
In the spring of 1863 my parents removed from the old brick house, still standing abut two and one half miles
from Cynthiana on the left hand side of the Falmouth pike, to a farm situated almost in the center of the horseshoe
bend of Licking, adjoining the present site of the infirmary farm. 2 Here as a wee small laddie I first made the
acquaintance of the South Fork, on whose banks I was later to spend so many happy hours. In fact, I began spending
these happy hours at such a tender age that on one well remembered occasion tragedy well might resulted therefrom.
On a hot summer day, in company with an older boy, I ventured into the water, and not then being a swimmer, soon
got beyond my depth, and except for the timely aid of my companion would have drowned ....
Landmarks
Some of these are now only know by tradition, and I fear that if not recorded a few more rolling years will
have relegated
them to
oblivion.
Starting below the Bourbon county line
we come first to the Lair
homestead which has stood
overlooking the river for
more than a century. Directly on the river bank
stands the old vault, the
burial place of generations of the Lair family.
Next the foundation of
the old mill at Lair, established probably a hundred years ago, but still in
operation when I was a
boy, and to which I have
ridden more than one
sack of com. 4
RIITLAND
Coming on down
stream for a mile we
have the Cat Hole, famous
from time immemorial
for big catfish, also in my
boyhood for the silvery
new light.' Our next stopping place will be [the
mouth of] Paddy's Run
[creek]. Paddy's used to
be a great place for gar fishing, and of late years has
become popular as a bathing
beach for Cynthiana
folks.
Just below is
HARRISONCOUNTY
Cromwell's
Cliff,
6
KENTUCKY
running for something like
a mile with my father's
old farm, the site being
owned now by J. D.
Swinford. From here we go to the Big Rock, situated in the middle of the river adjacent to the lands of Mr. Walter
Switzer.7 Here more than a hundred years ago stood an old mill, some of the logs in the old dam were still visible
when I was a boy. Over this dam in the 1820's a brother of my great grandfather, Hugh Miller, was swept to his death.
Just below we have the John Blaze Lair ford, also on the farm of Mr. Switzer. This ford was the scene of my father's
narrow escape ....
Next we come to Kimbrough's bridge, now known simply as the R. R. bridge, a place of some historical
interest, as during the civil war a block house was maintained there by the Union forces; and in our own World War
for a time this bridge was also guarded. Around the bend we come to the site of the old Water Station, about the same
locality as the pump station of today." This was a favorite resort for the boys of my generation, watching the
locomotives taking on wood and water, later coal and water. Still further down stream we have Howk's Island, a
rendezvous for skaters of the long ago. Now we come to Lover's Lane [A. Keller Dam Lane]. [Continued. on p. 4]
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[Continued from p. 3). No explanation necessary here. Our next stop will be the Car Bridge, the deep swimming
hole for the older boys of my time. Here the novice had to win his spurs, for until he could negotiate a dive from the
9
"car bridge" he did not belong.
Just below we come to Keller's Dam, purchased by the city a few years since in order to maintain a proper
stage of water at the pumping station. Sweeping around the bend we find Wait's ford, 10 and then on to the Shanties,
so called from the fact that while the R. R. was being built, the workmen had a camp there. II This has always been
rated a good place for bass fishing. Around the next bend we have Wallace's ford, from which we soon reach the
old dam at Poindexter, long the site of a mill, but abandoned some years since." We next arrive at the Old Union
ford, long used by the Old Union Baptist church as a baptismal place.
We have reached the Robinson dam, purchased recently by a Louisville Electric Co. for the purpose of
putting in a power plant. Between Robinson and Berry is located Pigg's ford, where tradition has placed a mill site
in the long ago. We have now arrived at another place of historical interest, Byrd's Crossing.
Here is where Col.
Byrd, leading a party of Indians to attack the Central Kentucky settlements, is said to have abandoned a small
cannon, thrown it into the Licking.
There is a story to the effect that it was found in after years, but it lacks
confirmation.
Now we have arrived at Boyd, and the old Broad Ford Dam, a famous fishing place, and also the end
of our journey.
I "Lindy" refers to aviator Charles A. Lindbergh, who was famous for flying in 1927 from New York City to Paris, France,
nonstop in 33 hours and 39 minutes in the Spirit of St. Louis.
2 Near the present Cynthiana airport.
3 [This footnote applied to a paragraph in Mr. Cromwell's column not used due to space limitations.]
4 Site of Ruddle's Fort. See: Katherine Wilson, This Old House, "Mathias Lair House - The Cedars."
S White crappie, or "newlight," found throughout Kentucky. This is the present site of the Boy Scout Camp Merrimack.
6 Paddy's Run empties into the South Fork of the Licking near the old rock quarry on the Old Lair Pike. Cromwell's Cliff is
along the east side of the river, next to the Old Lair Road, near Seller's Run, (about one mile east of Cynthiana) where John M.
Cromwell's farm was located (see Beers, 1877 Map of Harrison County, Ky.).
7 Big Rock is in the river next to the airport.
S "Kimbrough Bridge" is by Cynthiana airport; Union blockhouses there are shown on a military map illustrated in Rattling
Spurs and Broad-Brimmed Hats (penn). The Water Works was on the east bank, near Terry Darn, built in 1933.
9 Keller's Bridge. "Car bridges" referred to railroad passenger coaches, or "cars," and so were railroad bridges.
10 This ford is on the end of the present lane that passes by Northside Elementary School, U. S. 27 north.
11 At Keller's Bridge railroad crossing, walk northbound down the tracks about one-fourth mile. To the right in the river bottom is the area known as "The Shanties."
12 Poindexter dam was rebuilt by the State Fish and Game Commission, as was Robinson dam.

Publications available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 13 South Walnut Street,
Cynthiana, KY 41031 (859-234-7179); open Friday and Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM:
Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles a/Cynthiana.
This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the
famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events
connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint.
This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of
prominent men and women; many photographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school information is included.
24 pp. Paperback, 12"xI8". $5.00
- Cynthiana Since 1790. Virgil Peddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the ownerslbusinesses located on each
lot from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisions added through 1923. 171 pp. (See separate
index below). Paperback. $20.00 -Index - Cynthiana Since 1790. Mr. Peddicord did not prepare a comprehensive index
for his book. This supplemental index contains about 3,500 names and a reference city street map. 30 pp. Paperback. $3.00
-NEW -This Old House by Katherine Wilson. Now back in print, this book tells the stories of twenty-six early Harrison
Co. houses and the families who have occupied them. Much on Harrison County history and genealogy. Exterior and interior
b & w photos of each house. Originally printed 1956-1957.70 pp., new index. paperback. $15.00
Please include a handling and shipping fee of $4.00 for first book, $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notified if special
shipping fees apply. No shipping fee on Index - Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks payable to
"Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum." No credit cards. Prices/fees subject to change.
Back issues of the Harrison Heritage News are available from the editor. Fee is the actual photocopying cost plus shipping.

