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Chamber Civil War Grant Application The Cynthiana-Harrison Co. Chamber of Commerce has applied for a federal AmericanBattlefield Protection Program (ABPP)grant to nominate Cynthiana's Civil Warsites to the National
Register of Historic Places. The APP8, part
the National Park Service, provides "seed
money for projects that lead directly to the
preservation of battlefield land and/or their associated sites." If the grant is approved, a
consultant will be hired through a bidding process. A few years ago, the federal Civil
Sites Advisory Commission listed Cynthiana as
one of three Priority II sites in Kentucky, along
with Munfordville and Richmond.
J. B. Faulconer's Harrison Connection JamesBailey "JB" Faulconer (1919-2000), author, broadcaster,and former head of the American Thoroughbred Association, died recently in
Florida. In a phone call I made to him a couple
of years ago when ordering his Thoroughbred
book, The Names they GIll Them, he mentioned
his middle name, Bailey, was for his father,
Bailey Petty Faluconer (1891-1974) born in
Harrison County. His father was named for Dr.
Bailey Petty of Renaker. J. B. was born in
Harrison County, also. His brother, Frank
Faulconer, is a popular weathennan in LexingSince my mother, Byrd Penn, was a
Faulconer from Rutland, I consulted
Faulconer and His Descendants (GatewayPress,
1984) and found J. B. and I were distant
cousins. I sent him a booklet I wrote in 1999,
Notes on the History of Rel.,ak4'!r-}futJ.antlf-l
Pleasant Green, Ky., which has a map showing
owners, and photographs of buildings
the Faulconer, Penn, Collins, and Hanna
The Cynthianalibrary has a copy.

History Notes
George D. Slade
(The fo/lowing was first published in the Cynthiana Democrat, January 2, 1930, in Cromwell's Comments, by John M Cromwell.)

January
...We derive OUT celebration of New Year's Day from the old
Romans; but tho still rated as a National holiday I do not think it
is now as much observed as formerly; since if we except the
banks and post office you never see a business house closed any
more, probably because in this intense commercial age people
are less inclined to spare a day from their business. However, I
believe New Year's Eve is still celebrated in rather a large way
in the "big towns." New York City for instance, where they pull
off the "wild parties"; and where one has to speak weeks in
advance in order to reserve a table in the most popular restaurants, and where one pays a huge cover charge, and makes a
deep inroad into a bill of "large" denomination before he gets
out, so I have been told.
I very well remember we used to make far more of New
Year's Day in Cynthiana
One very pleasant custom we had,
making New Year calls. In the afternoon a bunch of boys would
get together and make the rounds, visiting the homes of all the
girls, stay in at a place just long enough to say "howdy!" and to
partake of light refreshments, and, be it known, this was when
"coming events" had just begun to cast their shadows before,
eggnog or a glass of wine being sometimes included.
Writing this, am thinking of the last time I "made the
rounds."
I was in company with Will Carter, a telegraph
operator stationed at Cynthiana for a time. I still recall what a
beautiful day it was, ground covered with snow, the sun shining
brightly and just cold enough to be bracing. However, this
faculty called memory is sometimes baftling. Altho I recall the
day so perfectly, I do not remember but one place that we called,
the "Martin Box" [southeast comer of Main and Penn).
That was more than forty years ago, [about 1889] and
since that day I have not laid eyes on my friend Carter. He had
been transferred, and was leaving Cynthiana the next day. Often
when turning memory's pages I think of him, and wonder if he
is still in the land of the living. If so - here's looking at you,
Will! Happy New Year ...
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Cynthiana ...Harrison
County Museum

'Historical Society
Minutes

Martha

Jane Adams Whitehead
There was no Harrison County Historical
Society meeting held in December2000.
january program:
Ed Herrington will present a program
about his recent visit to Korea with his wife
and a comrade of the 68th MA Anti-aircraft
Battalion, Louis Badzinski of Marshfield, Wis.
They returned to Inshon, Korea, for the 50th
anniversary of the start of the Korean War.
r·····························_·······_·······_·······
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I The next meeting of 1
the Historical Society
! will be Thursday,
j
i
l
I January 18, 2001, I
1
! 7 PM at the library. 1I

I
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Following from: Thomas,Daniel L. and Lucy B.,
Kentucky Superstitions, (Princeton, 1920). The
authors coseaea superstitions throughout Kentucky
using teachers, students, and others. [Editor].

New Year's Day Superstitions- 1920
-What you do on the first day of the year
indicates the character of your actions
throughout the year.
-If a woman enters the house before a man
does on this day there will be bad luck all year.
- If a woman comes on the first day of the
year, some one will come every day in the year.
-To break something on the first day of the
year causes bad luck the rest of the year.
-If you wash anything this day, you will
wash a member of the family away.
-If a woman visits you this day, you cannot
raise chickens successfully all year.
Do you have a passion for history and
genealogy? Join us in our efforts to
preserve, interpret and study the history of Harrison County. Membership
is only $5.00 per calendar year. Mail
checks to the Harrison County Historical
Society. We meet the third Thursday of
each month 7 PM in the library.

Barnes

The Ice Age in Cynthiana
~
The Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum has a variety of displays
I
throughout its six rooms, but one of the most popular is an area devoted to i
"Things We Made Today and Yesteryear." One of the exhibits is called 'The
Ice Age in Cynthiana:
During the winter months, early settlers sawed large chunks of ice ~.
from creeks and the river. Several types of tongs are on display including a ~
two-man ice tong. These were used for pulling cut slabs of ice from the river
or pond. The ice was stored in "ice houses." Charles McDaniel has given an
oak ice box to the museum. This type of wooden box was used in homes for
refrigeration before electricity.
i
With the arrival of the railroad, ice was imported from northern
localities. With the advent of man made ice (called "artificial ice") in the f
Cincinnati area, delivery could be accomplished within a day of its production.,t.
In 1872, Paul King asked the city council's permission to build an ice house
in Cynthiana. In 1909, Ben Stone, Everett Witt, and John Montgomery built an
ice manufacturing plant which they incorporated as the Home lee Company
(present site of Cynthiana Tire). Ben Stone became the sole owner of the
plant. Operation was continued by his son, Dick, until 1944.
In 1997, Dorothy Stone Gragg, daughter of Dick Stone, contributed :
several items and photographs to the museum related to the Home Ice ~
Companywhich was located on S. Church Street. Mrs. Gragg and others have
donated such items as Home Ice Company advertising bags and mallets, ice
picks, ice cards (to indicate how many pounds of ice the deliveryman was to ~
leave), other advertising materials, and wonderful pictures. The Home Ice
Companyclosed in 1957.
After World War II, mechanical refrigeration rapidly overpowered the ice '
market. Ice plants in small communities could not compete. However, there
was and still is a market for a limited amount of ice. Even with all the ice
makers and mechanical refrigeration, considerable amounts of ice are
received from other areas and sold at grocery stores, beverage stores, .
service stations, and other locations. The "Ice Age" (thanks to George Slade ~
for the information and thanks to Harold Slade for the exhibit) is typical of the
many interesting displays at the museum - truly demonstrating the way we .
were and the way we are. The museum, located at 13 S.Walnut, is open on
Fridays and Saturdays, 10 A.M. - 5 P.M.
i
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John M. Cromwell's 18708-'808lee Memories:
"From home I have often, on my skates, followed the river to town,
where I would always find a large crowd on the ice. Opposite the
jail was then the favorite gathering place, whence we skated up and
down the river, playing shinney, cutting fancy figures; and sometimes starting for a race to the Mill Dam and back. As a small boy I
remember vet)' few ladies that skated. Later almost all of the girls of
our set acquired the accomplishment, and many hours we spent on
the ice, especially by moonlight, and failing a moon we would build
fires which served both for light and heat." [Cynthiana Democrat,
Jan. 16, 1930]
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Booze in Harrison County, Kentucky
George D. Slade

r>
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As the pioneers moved west, when a new settlement was established, the first thing to be built, after a
home, was a mill, quickly followed by a distillery. Collin's History of Kentucky (1874) says, "In Harrison
County there are thirty distilleries, which manufacture annually about 50,000 barrels of whisky, much of it a
quality unsurpassed in the world." John Miller had a distillery at Leesburg; Joseph Wolley, Richland; John
Kimper, Rutland, and Samuel Kendall at Middle Fork of Raven Creek. A few of the others were: Edgewater
Distillery; L. Van Hook & Co., T. J. Megibben, Excelsior; C. B. Cook's, Cresent; Ashbrook's A. Keller;
Wiglesworth's Poindexter; John M. January's Craigs at Berry, and Redmon's, Gray's Run Creek, near town.
The doom of the whisky industry came on the horizon when temperance groups, known as "Drys,"
appeared. Laws were passed whereby towns, counties, or precincts could be voted "dry" (prohibiting the sale of
alcoholic beverages.) During the spring and summer of the year 1907 two very heated local option elections
took place. Feelings ran high. The drys erected a large tent on Market Street, at the Court House Square, in
which to hold meetings. For erecting the tent without a permit, three preachers were arrested on a warrant issued
by the mayor. A man ran from a barroom across Main Street, with an axe, and attempted to cut down the ropes
supporting the tent. Tempers flared and fights broke out. In the election of May 16, 1907, the city went "wet"
by 34 votes. In the countywide election of July, the city wets dry by 49 votes, the county dry by 1,646 votes.
So the "wets" (those in favor of legalizing alcoholic beverages) victory in the city was short lived. Later the city
returned to the "wet" column.
The Log Cabin, January 10, 1908, stated that a number of business changes were being made due to the
forced closing of the saloons. Rankin & Beagle's barroom on Main Street was to be occupied by an ice cream
parlor, J. J. Crofford's saloon would become a 5-cent theater, King & Renaker's saloon would house an
"electric theater," a restaurant would move into John Dailey's saloon on Pike Street, and Charles Pugh was
running a restaurant where he formerly ran a saloon.
With the passage of the 18th Amendment effective January 16, 1920, the legal trade in booze ground to a halt.
I have always said that this was the beginning of the "Great Depression in Harrison County, nine years prior to
the "crash of 1929." Not only did the distilleries employ a large number of men, many women were employed
in the bottling houses. Huge quantities of com and other grains were purchased from local farmers. Distiller's
slop was fed to hogs and cattle on the premises, or dried, bagged and shipped to other markets. The export of
livestock and feed brought considerable revenue into the county.
Prohibition was so unpopular that there was no way of enforcement.
Families made wine from
blackberries, grapes, rhubarb, dandelion blossoms, elder blossoms, and berries, fresh com and more. Grocers
did a thriving business selling malt, yeast, sugar and hops for making home brew, and hardware dealers turned
a profit seiling stone jars, funnels, rubber hoses, bottles, caps, and cappers for the production of the brew.
Prohibition allowed the sale of beverages containing less than one-tenth of one percent alcohol. Commercial
breweries made beer, removed the alcohol, bottled and sold this beverage as "near beer." Grain alcohol was
readily available from bootleggers. Folks simply bought grain alcohol and re-installed it in the "near beer."
To supply those who wanted a more potent beverage than wine and beer, many small business operations
sprung up. Booze was easily smuggled out of Canada and Mexico, and some of it found its way to Harrison
County. The greatest and most profitable industry to come out of this mess was the manufacture of "moonshine
whisky," so named for being made and sold in moonlight.
Bootleggers usually bought wholesale from the
moonshiners in five-gallon cans, and repackaged the booze, mostly into "short half pint" bottles. (Bottle slightly
smaller than a half pint. Bootleggers got seventeen of these to the gallon). Usually after the bootlegger's
customer had consumed the contents at a secluded spot, he discarded the bottle. Boys such as myself visited
these areas regularly, looking for empties. The bootleggers would gladly pay a nickel each for empty "short half
pint" bottles.
There was a way to get good old "Bottled in Bond" bourbon legally. The federal government took control
of all the beverage alcohol inventories. These were stored in bonded warehouses and dispensed under
government supervision. Drug stores could stock whisky as a drug to be sold only for medicinal purposes with
a doctor's prescription. A doctor's going rate here in Cynthiana for writing a "scrip" was usually two dollars.
Wealthy persons who wanted good whisky usually had no problem in getting it. Those people seemed to have
an unusually large number of bad colds, especially around Christmas. (continued on page 4)
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(Booze: Continued from page 3) For those who could not afford the luxury of "scrip" bonded or
illegally imported booze, there were other sources. Some moonshiners took pride in producing a quality
product using the best equipment and ingredients available. Though their moonshine was more expensive, they
soon had a roster of steady customers. Others produced "moon" that was commonly known as "rot gut,"
containing fusel oil (insufficiently distilled alcohol), rubbing alcohol, and so forth. There was no easy way of
to determine the proof (alcoholic content) of the "white lightning." Supposedly, if the bottle of booze were
shaken, then held to the light, a high proof product would have tiny bubbles rising to the top. A drop or two of
strychnine in a half-pint would produce the same effect. Numerous deaths were reported from this practice.
When alcoholics could not buy moonshine, they turned to to other sources, including food flavorings,
which contained alcohol such as lemon extract or Jamaica ginger (alcohol flavored with ginger.) Much
Jamaica ginger was made from improperly distilled alcohol Some of those who drank it developed a partial
paralysis of the leg that caused them to drag the leg when walking, a condition known as "jake leg." Canned
heat was another source of alcohol for some boozers. This jelly-like substance (still manufactured for
producing a cooking flame for campers) could be melted, diluted, and added to drinks, but often resulted in
blindness or death. Examining the local Cynthiana newspapers of the J 920s and early 1930s, one can find
many news items relating to the prohibition era Stills, mash (unfermented liquid with water, grain and yeast),
and moonshine were discovered and destroyed by "revenuers" (federal law enforcement agents) or by local
police. If caught, the operators were placed in the county jail, known as the "Greenhouse" (jailer was a Mr.
Green), with a sentence of $100 or 100 days in the "Greenhouse," or both.
The 21 st Amendment, repealing the 18th Amendment, was passed in 1933, thus ending thirteen years of
drought in the liquor industry. There was interest in restoring the production of whisky in Harrison County, but
there was a great depression in the land, and demand for bourbon whisky had subsided. The new generation
had more of a taste for lower proof blends, along with beer and wine. The distillery at Lair, Old Lewis Hunter,
was rebuilt and operated in the early 1940s, producing alcohol for the war effort., but then shut down several
years hence. Harrison County,' at one time, numbered more than thirty legal distillers. Today there are none.
There may be moonshine stills in the county, but that is doubtful, as it would not be profitable, and the risk of
being caught for tax evasion would be too great It is lawful to make a limited amount of wine or beer for
in-home consumption, but 1 am unaware of anyone who does.

Publications available from Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum, 13 South Walnut Street, Cynthiana, KY 41031 (859-234-7179); open Friday aod Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM:
Boyd, Lucinda, Chronicles of Cynthiana. This is a reprint of the rare 1894 edition, which includes family histories, the
famous account of David Sheely and his ghost, and other historical sketches and scattered accounts of persons and events
connected with Cynthiana and Harrison County. 262 pp. Hardbound. $20.00.
June 1896 Cynthiana Democrat reprint
This was a special edition with biographical sketches and photographs of
prominent men and women; manyphotographs of buildings; city/county government, church and school information is included.
24 pp. Paperback, 12"xI8". $5.00
Cynthiana Since 1790. VirgilPeddicord (1986). Mr. Peddicord attempted to list the ownerslbusinesses located on each lot
from the founding of the city through the mid-1980s, including subdivisioos added through 1923. 171 pp. (See separate index
below). Paperback. $20.00
Index - Cynthiana Since J 790. Mr. Peddicord did oot prepare a comprehensive index for his book. This supplemental index
prepared for the Museum contains about 3,500 names and a city street map. 30 pp. Paperback. $3.00
Please include a handlingand shipping fee of $4.00 for first book, $2.50 for each additional book; you will be notified if special
shipping fees apply. No shipping fee on Index - Cynthiana Since 1790, if ordered with the book. Make checks payable to
"Cynthiana-Harrison County Museum." No credit cards. Prices/fees subject to change.
Back issues of the Harrison Heritage News are available. Fee is the actual photocopying cost plus shipping.
editor: Bill Penn, 423 Mill Road Dr., Midway, KY 40347; 859-846-4128, or -4214.
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