Rattling Spurs

History Notes

Bill Penn, Editor (hmms@att.net)

George D. Slade

BAmE OF CYNTHIANA
REENACTMENT
The Battle of Cynthiana Reenactment
Committee, sponsored by the Harrison
County Historical Society, will have a third
reenactment September 22-24 at the Elks
Lodge grounds on Oddville Pike.
The purpose of the reenactment is to
publicize Harrison County's role in the Civil
War and to encourage the preservation and
interpretation of our local Civil War sites.
. The Kentucky Heritage Council has included
Cynthiana on a list of important Kentucky
CivilWar sites worthy of protection.
Chairman David Moore expects a much
larger turnout this year of reenactors portraying US and CSA infantry, cavalry, and
artillery. They will set up camp Friday
evening Sept. 22, which will be open to the
public. The battle reenactments will be
Saturday and Sunday at 2 P.M., where vignettes of the original battles of Cynthiana
are acted out, with lots of bJackpowder
smoke, noise, canon fire, and cavalry action
entertain spectators.
Sutlers will be on hand in tent stores
selling replicas of Civil War clothing, toys,
camping equipment, and other Victorianera household items. Visitors may visit the
campsites after 9 A.M. At 11 A.M.each day
will be military drills. Evening artillery
demonstrations will take place at 8 P.M.
both Fri. and Sat.
To promote the event, the committee
I have a Civil War tent at the Taste of
Harrison County, and I will have a CivilWar
slide show at the next HCHSmeeting.

BURIALS
(Cynthiana, Ky., City Council
Records, April 13, 1869). - Whereas
Battle Grove Cemetery has been so far
completed as to admit internments - an
enterprise in which every citizen
should feel a just pride and whereas
the old part of the Old Cemetery is not
being used for the burial of any person
save county paupers and Negroes Therefore be it ordained that after
ninety days from the passage of this
ordinance, the city Marshall be and he
is hereby empowered and required to
prevent the interment of any person in
what is commonly known as the "Old
Part" of the cemetery in this city which
includes aJl that part not purchased by
the city and laid offinto lots to be sold
to individuals.
STAR PITCHER
(Cynthiana Democrat, October
17, 1929) Of 736 batters who faced
Strother Feeback, pitcher for the
Beaver Reds, of this county, the past
season, he struck out 221, walked nine
and allowed 115 hits. Feeback's playing record is equally as good, having
been at bat 75 times he made six runs,
got 13 hits, made 14 put-outs, 45 assists and only three errors. A New
York scout, who refuses to divulge the
club he represents, has been here twice
in the last three weeks to persuade
Feeback to try out with his team next
spring. The scout will be back Sunday
when some arrangement may be made.
When first approached, Feeback de-

e1ared he couldn't leave his
tobacco crop long enough to
go to New York.
ABDALLAH PARK
FIRE
(Log Cabin, January 6,
1927) The old grandstand at
Abdallah Park, just outside
the limits of Cynthiana, near
the pumping station, on
South Licking River, was
destroyed by fire at about 11
o'clock
Monday
night.
Since the park came into the
possession of Mr. Clarence
LeBus its use as a trotting
track and fair grounds had
been discontinued, and the
grandstand
had
been
boarded up, remodeled and
converted into one of the
largest barns in Kentucky. It
was a conspicuous object
from L & N trains passing
nearby, and many an oldtimer reca11ed the days of its
glory when the flower of the
trotting horse world engaged
in speed contests over its
fine mile track. The stand
and track and stables were
constructed during the days
of the late W. H. Wilson,
[see photo below] one
Kentucky's early and most
enthusiastic horsemen.
It
was on this famous track
that, years ago, Maud S. was
a star attraction in a mile
trial against her record.
Other great horses of that
day, and later, performed at
Abdallah Park, and it was
numbered among the great
ovals of the country. It was
later owned for many years
by Benj. Hey of Cincinnati.
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Historical Society
Minutes

Cynthiana -Harrison
County Museum
Martha Barnes

Jane Adams Whitehead
July 20, 2000 - 17 members were
present. George Slade discussed the
meeting at Ruddles Station attended by
descendents of settlers. Dave Kennedy
will speak at the August meeting about
historical zoning in Cynthiana for
buildings, parks, cemeteries or other
areas. Hallie Martin told about a
relative, Aaron Darnell, who was a
drummer in the Revolutionary War, and
discussed requests for research that
j
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The next meeting of the
I
Historical Society will be
Thursday, Sept. 21
1
PM at the library. Bill Penn
will present a slide show on
the 2nd Battle of Cynthiana. I;
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have been received by the historical
society.
August 17, 2000 - The planned
Gospel Sing has been cancelled due to
lack of member participation. The
historical society will have a table at the
Taste of Harrison Sept. 9th. and
volunteers are needed. George Slade
showed an old Iris catalog and Mrs.
Slade told about her 75 yr. old Bylow
doll. Pres. Toomey is planning tours for
members at Lair's Vault and Daniel
Boone's Nicholas County cabin.
If you are not a member we invite you
to join. We need your support. Membership is only $5.00 per calendar year.
Make checks to the Harrison County Historical Society and mail to the address on
top of page one. Meetings are the third
Thursday of each month 7 PM in the
library's community room.

Having opened its doors for the first time on July 22. I
1994, the museum celebrated its sixth anniversary this July.
The museum staff gathered at 8 A.M on the morning of July 28
to greet Mr. Jeff Middleton, the host of WCYN's Coffee Break
program which was broadcast live from the museum. Helen Jean
Wigleworth's coffee, donuts compliments of the local Food Lion,
and orange juice donated by several volunteers were enjoyed by
those present.
Alson Cole of the Cynthiana Democrat and Mitch Jenkins
of Cable Channel 6 also visited during the day to collect
information and to tape. Throughout the anniversary weekend.
many guests - both local and out of town - came to join in the
celebration and to tour the museum.
Prospects for new
volunteers were also discovered. Visitors were given the
opportunity to register to win a copy of the Chronicles 01
Cynthiana. The Winner was Neva Lanning.
The Cynthiana-Harrison
County Trust, Inc. is the
governing organization of the museum. This name was chosen
because the group truly holds the history of this community in
trust as they strive to preserve, display, and share the treasures ~
of the past.
The group meets on the second Saturday of J.
each month at 5:00 P.M. at the museum, 13 S. Walnut Street.
Meetings are usually brief. All persons interested in the museum
and/or history are encouraged to attend the meetings and join
in the fellowship.
During the annual meeting this past June 10, three
directors were re-elected - Neville Haley, Robert Grable, and
George Slade. There are nine directors who serve for three
year rotating terms. Other directors are Ed Herrington, Dorothy
Slade, and Mary Grable, whose terms will expire in 2001 and
Harold Slade, Donald Hill, and Martha Barnes, whose terms will
expire in 2002. Officers were all re-elected:
Martha Barnes,
President; Ed Herrington,
Vice President; Mary Grable. ~
Secretary; and Robert Grable Treasurer.
New members are always welcome. One may become a
member by paying dues which are collected at the annual
meeting.
Dues are $5 for senior citizens/students;
$10
individuals; $15 family; $20 organizations and businesses.
The Cynthiana-Harrison County Trust, Inc. is a group of
dedicated individuals who work to maintain and administer the
museum. Come join us as we are "preserving our past to reach
the future."
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Spencer G. Frary's Journal of the Battle of Keller's Bridge, June 11, 1864
[Editor's note: This unpublished journal by Frary recounts his participation in the Battle of Keller's Bridge,
Cynthiana, Kentucky. Gen. Hobson and the 171 st Ohio were sent from Cincinnati to reinforce the 168th Ohio at
Cynthiana, who were expecting Morgan's raiders. They arrived too late, for Morgan had attacked and captured the
168th Ohio in a dawn attack at the covered bridge. It appears Hobson and Morgan discovered each other's
presence about the same time. The battle took place at the rear of the Switzer farm near the Keller's Dam road,
where Morgan's men attacked Hobson's troops who had their backs to the railroad. Hobson's men soon fell back
across the railroad cut by the Keller's Dam road to the adjoining hillside pasture. Here they were surrounded by
Morgan's cavalry and forced to surrender. Frary's account does not depart from Union officer reports in the Official
Records, but gives a more detailed common soldier's view of the battle from the Union point of view. Several
accounts from Morgan's men survive of this battle, two being George Dallas Mosgrove's Kentucky Cavaliers in Dixie
and Edward O. Guerrant recently published diary, Bluegrass Confederate.]

...r>

The 171 st left Sandusky in box cars eve of [June] 9th; arrived at Covington Ky afternoon of the 10th At eleven o'clock that eve we
were loaded in box cars for Lexington to head off Morgan who was making his way north with 3000 cavalry [actually 1,200, ed.]With horses
now loaded on same train to accompany us on our perilous way south. We reached the Licking River near Cynthiana Ky about 4 o'clock
morning of the 11th of June, found the [Keller's railroad] bridge across the river had been burned during the night by Morgan's men. We left
the [railroad] cars at this place. Ammunition boxes unloaded and each soldier ordered to fill their cartridge boxes with 60 rounds. After the
boys of the 171st left the train, the cars were ordered back where the cavalry horses could be unloaded. Morgan's men had come up in the
rear, torn up the rails, and burned the cars, also captured the 200 cavalry horses. So that our means of escape were cut off the boys of the
171 st having had nothing to eat since leaving Cincinnati. At 4 o'clock in the morning commenced building fires to make coffee, when rapid
firing was heard at Cynthiana a short distance away. Breakfast was abandoned, and each company ordered to be in readiness for action. At
Cynthiana were 4 companies of the 168th Ohio, they were attacked by Morgan's guerillas and after severe fighting were taken prisoners by
Gen. Morgan and city buildings burned.
Cynthiana being about a mile distant from where we could not be seen on account of hills and woods. Interesting we could not tell
who held the city. Gen. Hobson commanding our forces came to me and asked if we had a brave and trusty man in our company who would
cross the river and ascertain the strength of Morgan's forces saying it would be a dangerous undertaking. After calling for a volunteer, E.
Smith Woodworth stepped out saying he would make the perilous attempt., which he did with success, and credit to himself. Although he
came very near being captured (I suppose friend Woodworth is with you, and he can tell you of his escape). Before Woodworths return we
were attacked by 1500 of Morgan's Cavalrycommanded by the Rebel Col. Greenwood and after severe fighting from 6 to eleven o'clock Col.
Greenwood sent a courier to Morgan for reinforcements saying help or they must give up.
When Gen. Morgan came with 1500 of his Texas Guerillas and attacked us in our rear, to save our boys from being all cut to pieces,
Gen. Hobson was obliged to surrender. Previous to this the fighting was terrific. Thirteen noble guys of our regt. were killed and a large
number severely wounded. Henry A. Milliken, Ed D. Earl and Wm. Reed [?] of [not legible] were killed - William and Earl shot through the
breast, and Reed through the head. I went to see my dear friend William as he lay bleeding from the ghastly wound through the lungs; he
sent a message by me to his wife; he lived nearly an hour after he was shot by a Rebel bullet. After our surrender the guns and cartridge
boxes were taken by the Rebels, piled up and burned. Wewere then marched through Cynthiana, halted, counted, and names taken. After
which we were marched under strong guard 4 miles south from Cynthiana to a large field. It being now dark, we were left to take care of our
selves, this large field, surrounded by over 1000 of Morgan's Cavalry. Having had no sleep and nothing to eat since we left Covington we
huddled together on the grass supperless. The next morning at daylight [June 12] we were ordered to move immediately - destination Libby
Prison, Richmond. For 20 miles some of the times on double quick, guarded by Rebel Cavalry,we reached a branch of the Licking River
which we were ordered to cross. Some amusing incident happened in wading the river which was up to the arm pits. When going down the
bank to the river Capt. Mason Caught one of the Rebels horses, jumped on, told Goodsell and mysef to get on behind. Before half across,
the horse fell and we three went in the river.
After crossing this river we learned that Morgan had been attacked near Cynthiana (a part of his cavalry brought this); early in the
morning by Gen. Burbridge and many of his guerillas and Gen. Morgan's men killed. Now being afraid of being overtaken at Claysvillethe
prisoners were ordered to halt and officers to the front (I will say here there were about 1200 captured tho 4 companies of the 168th Regt
and officers also part of the 12th Ohio Cavalrycaptured two days before at Mount Sterling). At this point the men were drawn up in line and
paroled by Morgan. The officers were escorted into a field, where Morgan's Inspector General B. H. Allen called us up in line and gave us our

"
destiny saying they were going to take the Officers to Richmond. If we would agree to go peaceably they would furnish us horses to ride if
not they would trot us there on loot. Of course we all demurred and requested Maj. Allen to send for Morgan. After a long farley Mogan
agreed il we would each sign a written parole not to engage in any military service against the Southern Confederacy until duly exchanged
with officers of equal rank with ourselves. Not wishing to go to Libby we signed the parole "a copy 01 which I have."
This was about one o'clock instant Sunday June 12th, with [illegible] 100. We were now over 20 miles from the Ohio River which
we made that eve having marched over 40 miles with another day without anything to eat. The next morning we hailed a boat and ordered
them to take us to Cincinnati. The day following what was left of the 171 st Regt. were sent to CampDennison, Ohio, After a few days in
camp were ordered back to Johnson's Island. The United States Government did not accept Morgans parole and the 171st were again
ordered to guard the Rebel prisoners at Johnson's Island until August 20th when hey were discharged....
In this battle with Genl 1. H. Morgan the boys from Windham done their duty nobly. Among those of heroic daring and bravery I
mention in particular Ed Woodworth who was severely wounded. Jewel Pike and Spencer -where the battle was raging the hottest
after Will, Ed, Earl and Reed, were shot down, Pike and - stepped out several rods in front of the company line loaded and fired at will at
the Rebels who had secreted themselves behind the trees. Jim Snow made the most noise of anyone until his drum was broken, either by
a Rebel bullet or by his incessant pounding.
(Source: Ms. V. E. Frary, ':4n Account of the Encounter of the 171st Ohio Infantry with Confederate Forces Under Command of Gen.
Morgan and their return to Johnson Island" pp. 1-8, Library, Western Reserve Historical Society, Cleveland, Ohio).
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